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In vain are muſly Morals taught in Schools, 

By rigid Teachers, and as rigid Rules, 

Where Virtue with a Jeong Aſpe flands, 
And frights the Pupil from ber rough Commands 3 
But charming Woman can true Converts make, 
We love the Precept for the Teacher's ſake; 

Virtue in them a fo bright, ſo gay, 

We bear with Tranſport, and with Pride obey, 
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Vor. II. PART, VII. 
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g NDULGING, as I faid, this 
dangerous Curioſity, I palt from my 
| Bed-Chamber into a Cloſet, adorned 
4 n with large Pannels of Looking- Glais, 
2 SM the Hangings and Window-Curtains 
) k Mie were Crimſon Damaſk fring'd with 
— cod: Twelve Pictures all curious 
Landſcapes, on which ſeveral little Children ſeem'd diver- 
ting themſelves, with Sports ſuitable to their Age, were 
placed between the Glaſſes, and at the upper end was a 
fine carved Book-Caſe, containing a little Library of 

entertaining Bouks. | 
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This magnificent Cabinet opened into a Wardrobe, in 
the nid il of which flood my Toilette, covered with blue 
Laffety, embroidered with ſilver Stars, and covered with 
a fire Lawn laced round with Braſli. It was furnifſh'd 
with every giy Trinket, that diſtinguiſnes Women or 


Faſhion from the meaner Sort luch as Bracelets, 
Ear-rivg:, Necklaces, Ribhonds, Fans and Gloves. I 
cold have contemplated much longer on theſe gay Ob- 
ije&ts, if the Fear of being interrupted before J had gone 
thꝛo' all the Rooms, had not obliged me only to take a 
tranſient View. 

A {mall Alcove next attracted my Admiration, on ac- 
count of a fine Settce ſupported by kneeling Captizs, and 
otizers Which ſcem'd in act of flying, bearing over it a 
Canopy of white Sattin emboſſed with Flowers, ſo na- 
tural, one couldqat without Difficulty imagine them the 
Effect of Art. The Chairs were of the ſame curious 
Workmanſhip, and this as well as the Cabinet was ador- 
ned with Pictures and Glaſſes. 

From this I went into a Dining- Room, where I found 
a large Buffet well filled with all Manner of Utenſils all 
of Siiver, and ſeme gilt fit for a Table, on one tide ; and 
cppoſite to it another, no leſs furniſhed with China of the 
moſt elegant Taſte the Hangings here were Ta- 
peſtry, and the Floor covered with a fine Carpet 
the Window Curtains green Damaſk laced with Gold, 
and made in the Feſtoon Manner and in one Cor- 
ner a Screen of {uch exquiſite Painting, that well deſer- 
ved the Admiration of a much better Judge than myſelf. 

At laſt ! returned to my Bed-Chamber, and paſſing by 
a large India Cheſt, the Key of which being in it, I 
litced up the Top, and found it full of rich Siiks, tine 
Hollands, Lawns, Cambricks, and Rluſlins, all in whole 
Pieces, ty be made up into Garments, as I ſhould think 
tnem ft for, and was proper tor all the diferent teaſons 
ot tie Year. Nothing was here omitted that could 
poſſib'y be thought on, even of the molt triffling 
nature, and fo well fancied, that it was not poſ- 
ſible tur a Woman, who had ſpent her whole Life in 

nothing 


Virgin's Viftory. 3 
vothing but the Study of Dreſs, to have made a better 
or genteeler Choice. 

My giving a Detail of theſe Things, may poſſibly be 
looked upon as tedious, but I thought it necceſſary iu 
Order to give the Reader a juſt Idea of my new Admirex 

nor indeed can I to this Day remember his Ge- 
nerolity, and obliging Attention, without the greate!t 
Gratitude ; to ſay therefore, that I was not highly at- 
fected with it, at that Time, would be injuring Since- 
rity, and tho' I could not then be convinced, as I ſince 
have been, that he had no criminal View, in what he 
did, yet I freely confeſs, his ſettling me in a Manner to 
pleaſing to my Inclinations, flatter'd my Vanity more 
than it alarm'd my Virtue. O how dangerous a Situa- 
tion, would this have becn to a young Creature, with al- 
moſt any other Alan than the diſintereſted St. Tal, or 
who had not the good Fortune, as I had, to infpire in all 
thoſe who liked me a certain Reſpect, which would not 
ſuffer them to exceed the bounds of Flonour. 

The little Repoſe however I had taken the preceding 
Nights, fatigued me to that Degree, that the Pleaſure I 
took in looking over all the fine things before me, gave 
way to the Deſire of reſting my akeing Eyes, ſo threw my- 
on the Bed, and ſoon fell into a profound Sleep: the 
preſent Contentment cf my Mind prevented any unplea- 
ung Dreams, ard only ſoit and agreeable Ideas poſſeſt 
my ever-waking Fancy. 


I awoke not till the Day wes very far advance l. nor 


perhaps had then dore io, but for the Noiſe of Coaches 
hurrying paſs my Windows ; and then remembring I had 
faltened the Doors, I got up and open'd that of my Bed- 
Chamber I had zo foorer diavn the Bolt than 
my Waiting-Woman entered: O my Stars! Mladum, 
ſaid ſhe, with a fawning Smile, ycu are very timorous 
to ſhut yourſelf up thus at Noon-Day I have been 
a hundred Times I believe at the Door, to know your 
Ladyſhip's Commands, but the fear of dilturbing- you 
made me forbear knocking, 1 anſwer'd her ina very 
careleſs Manner; indeed there was ſomewhat in her 
Counterance that was quite dilagreeab'e to me there 
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are involuntary Antipathies in Nature, and from my 
Childhood I was too liable to theſe ſort of Prepoileſſions ; 
but as they ſometimes prove unjuſt, ſince 1 have arrived 
at Years of Maturity, I have taken no ſmall Pains to 
correct this Diſpoſition in me; and could wiſh all my Sex 
would do the fame ; for it argues a great Weaknels in the 
Uncerlilancing, and frequently occaſions our making an 
ill Choice of Friends: many People there are who have 
very unpremiſing Aſpects, yet have Souls infuitely moze 
noble, than thoſe of the moſt engaging Countenarces, 
Put I had not yet ſufficiently grounded niy elf in this 
Maxim, and Prochan, for ſo this Woman was called, ex- 
perienced it, for I neither could look upon her, nor ſpeak 
to her with that Affability I did to others, and which, ac 
cording to the high Opinion ſhe had of herſelf, ſhe ex- 
pected from me. 

While ſhe was doing ſomething about the Rooms, I 
placed myſelf at one of the Windows — it was now 
near Sun- ſet, the Evening extreamly pleaſant, and abun- 
dance of People were taking the Air had not been 
accuſlomed to ſuch ſights, having hitherto been ſhut up 
in Caſtles, or Convents in country Villages, and the 
great Variety of Objects which now preſented themſelves, 
afforded me a molt agreeable Amuſement. I was pro- 
6'ziouſly charmed with the Elegance, and Genteelneſs of 
the Women's Dreſſes ; I examin'd them with the ſtricteſt 
Cbfervaticn, and thoſe which moſt ſuited my own Fancy, 
and that J had a Mind to imitate, drew my Eyes after 
them, as far as I was able to diſtinguiſh one Object from 
another. Ah! that ſuch Triftes ſhould have the Power to 
engroſs my Attention, at a Time, when the moſt ma- 
terial Matter that could befall me, ought to have left no 
Room for any thing but itſe!iſ———But I was young, 
and a Woman. 

Ail my Sex, if they would deal with the ſame Sin- 
cerity 1 do, muſt acknowledge that to be curious 
in the Examination of ſeach other, is b'ended in our Na. 
ture, and one of our moit ſtrong Propenſities—and this 
Detire is molt commonly attended with a kind of Envy, 
ariſing from Self-love—"Tis very difficult for one * 
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ful Woman to do juſtice to another, and as greatly as I 
have laburz2d to overcome this Meanneſs in me, even to 
this Day I am apt to feel ſome of its Impreſſions. 

While { was thus employ'd in making my Obſerva- 
tions on all that paſſed by, I felt myleif claip'd in the 
Arms of ſome Body, who taking the Advantage of the 
Polture I was ſtanding in, took me about the Waiſt, 
without my being able to know who heid me————-l 
bluſt'd with Shame and Indignaticn, and ſtruggling 
with all my Might, Gitengaged myſelf. and turning 
about ſaw it was Madam d% Gerncvai, laughing very 
heartily at the Confaſion ſhe had put me in. 

It would be no eaſy matter to ſurprize your Ladyſhip, 
ſaid ſhe, you are fo much on your Guard, and are beſide 
ſo very ſtrong, chat little would be got with ſporting 
with you in this Manner. 1 aſked her Pardon with a 
Smile, for the rough 'Treatment I had given her, and 
ſhe told me ſhe would accept mv Apology for this 
Time; but that ſhe would not promite me the ſame In- 
dulgence for- the future, nor indeed, added ſhe, will I 
be entirely reconcifed now, but on Condition you give 
me the honour of your Company at Supper. She mage 
this Invitation with too good a Grace for me to refuſe 
her, and having given her my Promiſe, we returned to 
the Window, where having placed ourſelves, we began to 
paſs our Cenſures on all that came wichin the reach of 
our Obſervation. 

Madam de Genneval had a particular Talent fr this 
dangerous and ill-natured Pleaſure——— Drels:, Fg ire, 
Countenance, nothing eſcaped her, the Women tound 
little Favour from her; and thoſe who were moſt hand- 
ſome, incurred the moſt ſevere Strokes of her ſatirical 
Genius: To the Men irde:d, ſhe was ſomewhat more 
mercitul, but praiſed none bat thoſe who were of Qua- 
lity, or at leaſt of great Faſhion in the World. 

We had ſpent a conſiderable Time in this Am iſement, 
when the Sound of Trumpets, Horns, and Kettle- Drums, 
at well as a great hurry in the Street, made me enquire | 
into the Cauſe. It is the King returning from Hunt- 
ing, replied Madam de Genneval, we ſhall ſee him pre- 
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ſently puſs juil beſore us. A ſtrange Palpitation of my 

leart eine me at theſe Words they br aght 
to my Mind th: firſt Time I had ſeen his Ma*-{y, and 
tle Con!cquences oi my Tr:n{ports at that Interview—— 
tile :cmiration my dea v Mar quis had teltified at frit 
digt of me the Xleans he took to render himſelf 
accertibic to me aſterwards che little Chat of our 
VE gers on that Occaſion; and in fine, the whole 

ic [of my Adventures iuſned at onee into my Head, 
wind ture me ihr jome Moments into the moſt profound 
Kelverve——in which perhaps I ſhould much longer 
ave buen buried, in ſpice of the gay Impertinence "of 
Ntovum de Gernewal, who continued ſtiil ta king to me, 
it the King". acar apprcac! had not rouzed my Attentic:', 
and drawn it to the Comtemplatiun of ihoſe undeſcribe- 
ab'e Craces, which ſhone about his Royal Pe-fon. 

1 as nas, arrive ha at an Age more capable of diſtin- 
qut il. ing. aud uccded no jnſlructions to point out to me 
my ina ious Matler tis impoſſible to expreis the 
Latis f. fin J touk in ſeeing this dazzling Troop, every 
one cf hom by his Air d Dreſs ſeeming no leſs than 
a Kir g, ror could have been talten for leſs, but by the 
Homage they paid to him who really was fo. And in- 
deed {::ce J have lived at Court, and ſeen the Strangers 
who 4.i!y reſort thither to view the State and Magnifi- 
cience of it, I have had the Pleaſure to obſerve, that 
they term little leſs ee with it than I was at that 
Time. 

he Court paſſed juſt under our Window, and con- 
trary to what was uſual, as I afterwards w:s told, moved 
very flow ; } was to deeply tiken up with what 1 law, 
that 1 never conſidered ] was in a plain Undre's, and 
NMladam de Gcuncwal, ſet ont with all the Embelliſhments 
of a Woman fond of attractirg Admiration. 

Good Heavens! cried, that Lay with a Self-ſufficiert 
Air, what Creature: theſe len are————— oe can't be 
at a Window, but they ſtare one out of Countenance 
I beg your Ladyſhip will obſerve, continued ſhe, how 
all their Eyes are turned upon us! theſe Words, 
made me indeed take Notice, that tho? all the Windows 
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were full, ours ſeemed to draw the whole Attention — 
but the went on it does not much ſurprize me, 
purſued ſhe, for I am fo well known, that it is always 
ſo whenever I appear the King himieif has done ine 
the Honour to look cn me with ſome Conſideration 
not, continued the. vain Woman, with an aſfecied Air 
of Modcity, that I attribute this to any extraordinary 

ſerit in me; but becauſe my Huſband goes every Day 
to Court, and is very much reſpected there, his Wite 
tho' even leſs agreeable than myſeif, could not ful uf 
being taken Notice ct. Dee, Cried ihe, his Ma- 
zeſt» 150!:s up at vs, he certainly remembers my Face 
for tierven's fake let us retire can ſtand it no 
101. er J prote” my Cuteks are all over in a 
glow. obe ipoke this in fo chllaiſn and aſſ:Qed Tone, 
that I coulc Harce refrain laughing. 

In that I.cant a Nob'eman in an exce2ding rich 
TTunting 3reis, made ſeveral of thoſe who were about 
him turn their Eyes on me, crying out, di you ever lee 
any thing fo exquiize'y handſome as that „cung Lady! 
the Negligence of her Diſnabille, ferves to let off 
her natural Charms on this, above Twenty cf 
them cuheck'd their Hories, to malte a law Bow to me: 
The King, who had ftop'd to ſpeal: to one of his Re- 
tinue, looked up a ſecond Time, and took off his Hat; 
I bluſhed at this Honour predigiouſl;, and believing I 
ought not to ſtand as if I were inleakv'e of it, made 2 
very low Obedience. O Madam, cried, Madam & 
Gennt wal, what is your Ladyſhip dcing, no: body ever 
ſalutes the King we ſhall be tal:en for meer Coun- 
try Gentlewomen., She ſpoke this ſo load, that ſeveral 
of the Courtiers heard it, as I could perccive by their 
whiſpering and ſmiling one at another; but 1 was fo 
conſuſed at the reprimand, that I believe I ſliculd not kave 
been able to ipeak for a conſiderable Time, if Madam 
de Genneval had not endeavoured to diveit me from 
making any Reflections on it, by giving me the Names 
and Hiſtory of all his Majeſty's Retinue ; but I had not 
forgot the Morcification ſhe had inflicted on me, and I 
ſtill think my Reſentment juſtigable. 
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Supper-time drawing near, ſhe, entreated me to go 
down Stairs, I would fain have changed my Head-drels, 
but ſne would not ſuffer me, telling me I was killingly 
handſome, as I ua ve ſhall fee you ornamented 
enough, I doubt not, ſaid ſhe, but for once, let us en- 
joy you In Your native Charms. This Compliment was 
anſwered by me in the politeſt Manner I could, nor did 
I forget to let her ſee I had a very good Opinion of her 
Beauty, which pleaſed her exceflively ; a Weakneſs too 
common with us all, unleſs correted by a more than 
ordinary {hare of good Senſe. 

She thought herſelf ſo much obliged to what I ſaid, 
that the touk me in her Arms, begging Pardon for the 
Freedom, and cried, O how different is the Behaviour 
of a true Woman of Quality, any body may fee your 
Lady ſhip, has never converſed with any but thoſe in 
high Lite. I could not here help ſmiling to myſelf at 
tic force of Pre- poſſeſſion, as indeed it ſoon after proved 
tor as long as ſhe took me for the Counteſs de Roches, 
the was all Complaiſance, all fawning Flattery ; but 
when, as ſhe ſoon after, had reaſon to ſuſpect I was not 
of that Quality, nothing could be more groſs in ker 
Reflections. 

Pienled as I was to go down to Supper in my Night- 
rote, t believe 1 ſhould not have conſented, if Monſieur 
4% Cenrewal had not come into the Room, and ſurprized 
us in the Debate: This Gentleman paid his Compli- 
ments to me in a graceful manner enough he had 
ſome ſhate of Wit, but like his Wife was a little too 
tenſib'e of it himſelf, and a Perſon of any Penetration, 
might ealily perceive it in him as Super-intendant 
to the Duke 4 ————:e imigined himſelf Company 
tor any Budy, and in that Notion was ſometimes rather 
too pert and familiar with thoſe he converſed with: 
"Tho! this was eaftly pardloned in him on Account of the. 
Diverſion the Sallies of his Wit afforded. How much 
nde eafily do ve imitate the worſt Part of a Character 
than the beſt; Madam de Genneval had all the fatyrick 
Difpoſition of ker Huſband, without the lealt Grain of 
his Cced nature; whenever he made a biting * 
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the Politeneſs would not ſuſfer the Perſon to feel the 
Sting; but when Madam de Gomewal faid any ſevere 
Thing, it was done in a manner which ſhe-wel ihe took 
a Pleaſure in it, and was therefore extremely diſo- 
bliging. 

The Table was ſerved in a very neat and elegant 
Manner, and both Monſieur and Madam de Genneval 
acquitted themſelves exceeding well, in doing the Civi- 
lities of their Houſe. We were ſive in Company, a 
Relation of Madam de Genne val, made the third Woman; 
ſhe was upwards of Fitty, but extremely gay, and told 
a great many diverting Stories, which had made her 
pals for a Perſon of good Senſe, had ſhe not unluckily at 
lait fallen upon the Lopick of herlelf, and then began to 
tire us with enumerating the Extravagancies that ſeveral 
Noblemen her Admirers had been guilty of on her Ac- 
count, a Fault I could wiſh my Se to avoid, eſpecially 
after they are paſt a certain Age, and ought to endeavour 
not to be looked upon as Triflers by their Acquaintance. 
| A Gentleman, who, I was told, had a Place in tle 
Houſehold, was the very oppoſite of the Lady I have 
Juit mentioned— he could not be more than thirty 
Years of Age, yet had a ſullen Gloom upon his Brow, 
a Moroſeneſs which tho' almoit inherent to Fourſcore, 
is ſcarce even then excuſeable; but ſeems out of Nature 
in Youth. This ſour-looking Gentleman never 
opened his Mouth, but to contradiet what other People 
ſud; but notwithſtanding this Difference of Characters, 
I perceived they all agreed to make me talk, 1 ſuppoſe 
excited by their Curioſity to learn ſome Account of my 
Affairs; but Monkheur the Count 4% Saint Ful. forieeing 
tere would be impertinent Inſpections of this Kind, 
had given me written Inſtructions in what manner to re- 
ply to any Queſtions ſhould be aſked me, fo that they 
were little tne better informed of any thing they want- 
ed to know. 

The Deſert was but juſt brought in, when a Footman 
whitpered Macam de Gennewvad, and fhe turning toward 
me, told me, that a Nobleman enquired for me 
as I doubted not but it was _- Count, I ordered he ſhould 
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be conducGed to my Apartment, and was juſt riſing from 
Zuable to go and receive him, but the Servant hearing me 
mention his Name, aſſured me that it was not him, but 
that he gueſs'd by the Livery it was the Duke de—The 
Nome of this Nobleman ſurprized me, as I had net the 
icak Acquaintarce with him. Madam de Genneval per- 
ccived it, and prefently told me, that if I had any Rea- 
{915 to avoid his Viſit, ſhe would go and acquaint him 
I did not ſup at Home. On which, I anſwered, that I 
could not conceive fo utter a Stranger as his Grace, could 
pefl:bly have any Buſineſs with me, and I therefore 
choc not to be feen. She then got up, and defired I 
would be eaſy, for I ſhould not importuned in her 
Lioute by any Perſon whatever ; with this ſhe went out 
of the Room, making ſeveral Signs to me, which I did 
not comprehend the Meaning of, nor indeed gave my- 
{cit much Trouble about. 

White ſhe was gone, a thouſand Thoughts ran through 
my Head at once : 'The Dread I had of the old Marquis 
de I. 7 made me ſometimes imagine it 
might be him, and that the Servant had made a Miſtake 
in naming the Duke de at others I fancied it might 
de ſome Friend of his Son's, who having traced the 
Count de Saint Fal was employed by that impatient Lover. 
But I was ſoon eaſed of theſe Apprehenſions, Madam de 
Genreval returned laughing very heartily ; told 
you, fiid the, that we were obſerved at the Window, 
ll. e then zun on in a long Detail of all thoſe who had 
Jooked up at us, and concluded with aſſuring the Com- 

any, that cur Charms made a great Noiſe at Court. — 
Wio Coubts it, erica Llonkenr de Gezreval ironically, 
e/ery hedy envics my Happineſs in being poſſeſt of to 
rea Woman. Ye. thial: to paſs ths for a Jeſt, replied 
e, half piqued at the Toue with which he ſpoke ; 
but perha: I covld give you Proc of it, would make 
ca mere rio ½·-I1 have juit now received En- 
cemiunis, which my Modeſty wont ſuffer me to rep-at, 
from the ycung Duke 4, tho' indeed I am not 
much fiatter'd by him, for I know what he ſaid to me 
was on the Counteis's Account my Account! 
Madam, 


— — eo 


— — — — 


V no ſceming to be a Stranger, he came to offer his Ser- 
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Madam, cried 11 How can that be, I am but juſt ar- 
rived from the molt diſtant part of the Kingdom, and 
have no Acquaintance that's no Argument, ſaid 
Monſieur 4a Gemewval, interrupting me, your Lady- 

ſhip need to be but once ſeen, to engage a thouland Ad- 
mirers— ] happened to be in the Street when the Court 
paſſed by, and found it a Difficulty to anſwer the many 
Quettions that were aiked me concerning you.——L 
had not then had the Honour of ſecing your Ladyſhip, 
bnt now I do no longer wonder at their Curioſity. 

Madam de Gennewal who could never bear to hear an- 
other Woman extoli'ed, and being alſo naturally jeatous, 
did not reliſh this Compliment made me by her Ruſbana, 
and it was eaſy to perceive Envy in her Eyes. It mult 
be allow'd, fail ſhe coldy, that the Counteſs is very hand- 
ſome in reality 3 but if ſhe were nct fo, a new Face is 
never without its Charms to you Men————don't you 
remember, continued ſhe, turning to the Company, the 
famous Lyonncſe that was here about two Years ago, that 
made ſo great a Noiſe in the World ſhe was very 
fair, had regular Features. and an Air of Grandeur 
She no ſooner appeared in publick, but ſhe drew all the 
World after her the charming Lyonze/e, the beau- 
tiful Lyonneſe, was the whole Subject of Converſation ; 
but the Wonder ceaſed as ſhe grew more known, and in 
a ſhort Time grew as unregarded, as thoſe of the raott 
moderate Perfections So that Novelty is all tht 
now a days attracts the Admiration of the Crow. 

I preſently diſcovered the little Malice cf this Story, 
and the Arplication Madam de Genrowal deſired ſhould 
be made of ir; but I tools not the leait Notice of it, nor 
could any of tne Company diſcern that 1 was in the leaf 
cfended, tho" in truth was much ſo, and from this 
Ties reſolved to enter into no Intimacy with a Woman 
o nher Character. 

After ſhe had vented her Spleen in this Manner; Well 
but, ſaid ber Huſtand, on what pretence Cid the Duke 
make bis Viht? on which the anſwered, that he only 
told her he had ſeen a very beautiful Lady at the Window, 
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vice to ker, in caſe ſhe had any Aſſairs that ſtood in need 
of his Interelt or Sollicitation. Madam de Genneval added, 
that ſhe had inform'd him who I was, and that on hear- 
ing my Name, he ſaid he was very well acquainted with 
my Family; and had a great Regard for ſeveral of my 
Relations, and would beg to be introduced to me at a pro- 
per lime, ſince the preſent happened to prove otherwite. 

i am apt to believe, continued ſhe, by the Confuſion 
his Grace was in, when J told him it was the Counteſs 
De Laces, that he had taken your Ladyſhip for ſome 
little Creature that came here to make her Fortune, as 
{ſeveral have done, and that he need no more than ſhew 
li;mic'f to meet with a favourable Reception 
This Vanity of Mankind mutt certainly proceed from 
the Opinion they have of our Weakneſs; but, for my 
Part, wherever I am expoſed to Attacks of that Natnre, 
IJ always make them repent ; for I turn all they ſay into 
R:dicule, and amuſe myſelf agreeably enough at their 
Expence. | 

This, methinks, is not a very commendable Method, 
faid her Husband, for under the Pretence of Indifferency, 
the Lover has the Opportunity of being lilten'd to, and 
I am ture ſuch an Indulgence cannot be tor the Reputation 
of a married Woman, however ſecure her Virtue may 
be: Nor can I think that ajtogether taſe, an unguarded 
Mc ment may arrive, and wen a Man has the Power of 
ogreeab'y amuiing the Woman he has a Delign upon, and 
he perceives it, ke would Le wanting to lumielf, if he 
did not procced to greater Freedoms, in hopes of being 
f;rgiven them alſo. 

it would indeed have been a matter of Aſtoniſhment 
to ne, repiic! Ma dam de Gennet:al, it you had not ſhewn 
the i'rerogative of a Fluſband in contradicting me, but I 
mul tell you, that if you imagine your Honour at fake, 
by any Conduct of mine, it is not altougether ſo prudent 
to take al! Occaſiens of diſob'iging me. 

Your Urderſtandling is rather to be blamed, faid the 
Gentle man cf the Flouthold ; I think ycur Huſband gives 
you daily Proofs ef the Confidence ke tepoſes in you, by 

| allowing 
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allowing you ſuch unbounded Liberties——Liberties, in- 
deed, that all the World condemns him for. 

This flung Madam de Genne val to the quick, and ſhe 
replied with a great deal of Warmtk———a Continua- 
tion of your Silence, would much better have berome 
you, Sir, than the part I ſee you have now begun to take 
in the Converſation ; and I defire for the future you will 
oblige us with your 'Taciturnity. 

As he was far from a polite Man, he anſwered with a 
good deal of Severity, and made very bitter RefteQtions 
on her Vanity, and the little Reaſon ſhe had for it, at 
which ſhe was provok'd beyond Meaſure ; and finding all 
ſhe cou!d ſay, couid not put a ſtop to the malicious Volu- 
bility he now fhew'd he was Malter of, upon Occaſion, 
turned to her Kuſband, and upbraided him with want of 
Tenderneſe, and even common Decency, for hearing 
her fo ill treated at her own Table, without reſenting it 


as the Diſpute between them threatned to grow 


very high, I thought it beſt to take theOpportunity of 
retiring, which I did without any Ceremony. Monſieur 
de Genreval was the only Perſon who ſaw me go out of 
the Room, and to ſhew it was not in the Power of a 
Family Quarrel, ro render him neglectful of what was due 
to me, he roſe inſtantly, and come after me to lead me ta 
my Apartment: I told him that I was extremely concern'd 
at what had paſs'd, and feared Madam de Genneval would 
not eaſily be brought into Humour; on which, alas! Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, your Ladyſhip is not yet acquainted with 
her 'Temper,——-he is one of thode who in one me- 
ment are angry and pleaſed ſhe is apt to take ex- 
ceptions at every thing, but then the lealt word in Praiſe 
of her Wit and Beauty, brings ber immediately to her- 
ſ ei tis owing to a certain Levity of Nature, which 
has this good Effect, that nobody regards any thing ſhe 
ſays, nen in the Humour of giving Offerce. 
I cou'd not however help blaming him, for ſufferin 

the Gentleman to provoke her, in the manner he h 
done; to this he replied, that if ſhe was nota very weak 


Woman, ſhe would not kave ſeemed to reſent any was 
[ 


te fail; „y Frierd, ſaid he, is a worthy and hone 
Man, 
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Man, but of ſo ſpleenatick a Diſpoſition, that his whole 
Pleaſure, if it may be called fo, is in giving Pain to 
thoſe, who have ſo little Diſcretion, as to to be affected 
with what he ſays in fine, the Love of Contradic- 
tion, is his diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic, and when that 
is known, who, that has any Regard for his other good 
Qualities, would not ſubmit to bear with it. I yielded 
to what Monſieur de Gennevwal ſaid, as ſuch a Peeviſh- 
neſs could be look'd upon only as a Diſeaſe, and therefore 
rather to be pity'd than reſented : tho at the ſame Time, 
it muſt be confeſs'd, a Perſon poſſeſt of it, is very unfit 
for Society; and it is uſually ſaid of Hypocondriacks, that 
they /ay a thouſand ill-natured Things, and never de one; 
yet I think if what they ſay puts one out of Humour, it is 
in Effect doing one an Injury One meets however 
with few of this Way of Behaviour in France, and thoſe 
who are of it, are ſure to be ſufficiently mortified one 
way or other. An inſtance of it in this very Gentleman, 
was given me by Monſieur de Genneval, which for the 
oddneſs of it, I believe may afford ſome Diverſion to 
the Reader. 

As little as he ſeem'd inclined to Softneſs, Love had 
found the means of gaining Dominion over his Heart : 
Nothing could have been more enamoured than he had 
been of a very beautiful young Lady ; and was ſucceſsful 
enough in his Addreſſes, to gain not only her Affection, 
but alſo the Conſent of her Father. Every thing was on 
the Point of being concluded, and a great upper made 


at the Houſe of the intended Bridegroom, to which the 


Relations on both ſides were invited, in order to ſign the 
Marriage-Writings—the Father, and Lover of the Lady, 
having both of them a great deal of Wit and Learn- 
ing, recited many curious Paſſages, but the Spirit of 
Contradiction, even at this joytul Time, gainigg Pof- 
ſeſſion of tue Lover's Mind, made him here utter things 
not very obliging, by way of Argument, to him who was 
ſoon to be his Father in- Las, the old Gentieman 
however {ſupported it for ſcme time with Moderation, and 
imagined his own Memory might fail him, 'til ac laſt 


falling on a Foint of Divinity, which he happened to be 
a 
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a perfect Maſter of, he would not in the leaſt recede ; 
the other growing ſtill more warm, the more he was 
oppoſed, the Diipute grew ſo high, that it was not in the 
Power of any one pretent to make either of them abate in 
their Earneſtneis the Father to convince the Company 
how far he was in the right, went home and fetched a 
Book, which proved he indeed was ſo; but the young 
Gentleman having nothing elſe to ſay, diſclaimed both 
the Author and Edition———this Obſtinacy ſo pro- 
voked the Father of the Lady, that he flew out of the 
Houſe without taking any Leave, nor did the other at- 
tempt to detain him After this their Friends en- 
deavoured to make up the Breach, and the old Gentle- 
man at laſt conſented the Marriage ſhould go on, with 
this Proviſo, that he who defired to be his Son-in-law, 
ſhould confeſs he had been miſtaken 3 but the Friend of 
Genneval could never be brought to it, and not all his 
Paſſion for the Lady, nor all the Advantages of the 
Match, which it ſeems were conſiderable, could prevail 
on him to acknowledge himſelf in an Error———So the 
intended Nuptials were entirely broke off, and the Lady 
ſoon after diſpoſed of to another, who perhaps might 
make her much more happy, by being of a leis perverſe 
Diſpoſition. 

I could not help making ſome Reflections on this 
Capriciouſneſs of Nature, and how miſerable People, who 
had the Misfortune to give way to it, made themſelves 
and all about them; Monſieur de Genneval was perfectly 
of my Opinion, and added, that ſuch a 'I'c;1z<r could 
ariſe in reality, from nothing but an exort;tant Pride, 
and that a Perion who had any ſhare either of Under- 
ſtanding, Religion, Philoſophy, or even common Good- 
nature, weu'd endexveur with all his Might to curb 
ſuch diizgrieabie allies on their fi. “. Approach; becauſe, 
if in the icait indulged, they preſently gro' enormous, 
and iconer or later were the Occaſion of the molt perni- 
Cious Events. After ſome Diſcourſe on this Head, in 
which he diſco, ered indced a great Fund of Senſe and 
Good- nature, he took his leave, and I ſhut myſelf into 
my A parunent, in order to go to Bed, * 

| Prochan, 
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Broachan was undreſſing me, when I heard fome- 
body knock at the Street-door ; as it was very late, I was 
curious to know what important Affair, had occationed a 
Viſit to any of the Family ; ſo went to the Window, 
and that I might not be ſeen, made my Servant take the 
Candles out of the Room. I diſcovered a Footman 
holding a Flambeau, by whoſe Light I ſaw a tall Man 


ſtand at the Door, which was juſt then opened by a Ser- 


vant belonging to Monſieur de Genneval, and heard him 
aſk if a young Lady, who arrived but that Day from the 
Country, did not lodge there. The Anſwer giving him 
to underſtahd he was not miſtaken in the Houle, he de- 
ſired th know if 1 was up and could be ſpoke with. 
The Servant who had been preſent at Supper, when 
Madam de Gerneval gave an Account of the Duke's 
Viſit, and heard me fay I deſired no Company, anſwered 
the Stranger, that the Lady he enquired for was not to 
be ſeen, eipecially by Night, and then ſhut the Door 
very roughly upon him. 

I gave myſelf no trouble of reflecting on this Acci- 
dent, not imagining it was any other than h. Duke or 
ſome Perſon ſent fiom him, and as ſoon as -rochan had 


undreſt me, went to Bed, and ſlept with a T'ranquility, 


which I may be aſhamed to conſeſs in the Situation I 
then was. 

In the Morning my Waiting Woman acquainted me 
that ſeveral 'T rades-P. ople were come to receive my 
Commands; I had not in this Juntture, Preſence enough 
of Mind to conceal my >urprize, and aſked ner if the 
had ſent for them. No, Madam, repiied ſhe, but they 
ſay they came by your Orders. On this I pretently 
ſuppoled the Count de Saint Fal had given uch Di- 
rections, and bid Brochan ſhew them up. I tound they 
were all Perions wno were to make the rich Stuffs [ 
betore ſpoke of into Garments, ſo was taken meaiure 
of for Stays, Gowns, Eos, and other. requiſite of 
Drels. 

[ believe tac Reader will ſcarce imagine that I could 
be enough taken up „ita tne Iles, not to be impa- 
tient to ſee the Count, and hear in what manner the 
od 
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old Marquis de L V. reſented my pre- 
tended Flight; yet in reality this was the Caſe 
the Splendor of every thing about me, the Homage paid 
me, the different Contrivances the Work-People offered 
to me for rendring what I was to wear moſt — 
quite traniported me, and I know not whether I di 
nct for ſome Hours forget that I was Teanetta, and 
imagine mylelfin effect the Perſon I repreſented - Even the 
Marquis whom I loved, and the Marquis whom I feared, 
had ſcarce any room amidſt the hurry of my 'Theoughtt— 
all that was of Importance was ſwallowed up in meer 
Trifles ; things of Nothing, when compared to the 
Obligations I lay under, and the Dangers to which I 
was expoſed————}Tow ſhall 1 excuſe this Indolence, 
tuis Inactivity of Reaſon ; it is in vain to go about it; 
and am perſwaded that it is in ſuch parallel Circuſtances 
many of my Sex are led into Errors, which their Incli- 
nation would never tempt them to be Guilty of. But 1 
had the Bleſſing never to be long forlaken by my 
Guardian Angel, and I look on the many Trials I went 
through, as a peculiar Inſtance of the Goodneſs of Provi- 
dence ; which enabling me to overcome them, makes 
me clearly fee the Dangers to which Vanity expoſes our 
Sex, and alſo to give them ſuitable Warnings how they 
fall into the like, ſince not one in a Thouſand might eſ- 
cape as I did. 

It was near Noon, when Monſieur de Saint Fal came 
to viſit me, and as he was dreſt extremely rich, and I 
had never before ſeen him to that Advantage, appeared 
to me one of the molt graceful and genteel Men I ever 
beneld—————-[ conſidered him, with the utmoſt At- 
tention, and tho' my Aſſections were prejudiced in fa- 
vour of another, could not be ſo unjuſt as to refuſe him 
that Place in my Admiration which he deſerved . 
He now behaved to me with greater Diſtance and Re- 
ſpe than ever; as indeed all Perſons of a delicate way 
of Thinking, will always do to thoſe on whom they 
confer Obligations—————Bro han, being in the Room 
when he came, he pretended no other Buſineſs than to 

enquire 
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enquire how I liked my Apartment, and if I had been 
able to take any repoſe in a Place to which I had been 
ſo great a Stranger ; which I having anſwered, he would 
have gone away; but I would not permit he ſhould 
carry the Decorum ſo far, and inſiſted on his dining 
with me, to which with much Entreaty he at laſt con- 
ſented. As I knew all this was but a Feint, before my 
Waiting-Woman, and that he could not but have Tidings 
for me of the utmoſt Conſequence, I made a pretence 
for ſending her down Stairs, and then aſked with an Im- 
patience which was not to be wondered at, what | had 
to expect from the old Marquis, and if there was any 
probability I could be ſafe from his Enquiries. 
Notwithſtanding, Madam, ſaid he, I had ſtrained all 
the little Wit and Invention J am Xlaſter of, to hd 2 
plauſible Story, for my having been diſappointed of tic 
Power of 2xecuting his Commiſſion, I am not quite a- 
ſured it paſſed current with him————He flew into the 
extremeſt Rage I cycr ſa him in, when I firlt mentioned 
your Eſcape, and afterwards would needs be informed 
of every Farticular, I was not to ſeek for Anſwers to 
all his :nterrogations, and mentioned a certain Time and 
Place, and many other Circumſtances of your pretended 
Fligkt, and the Pains I had taken to reg1in you, tho in 
vain=———icemed as much concerned at the Misfor- 
tune as he was incenſed, and ſaid as many ill- natured 
Things of you as my Heart would give me leave, in 
order to deceive him. The firſt Emotions of his Paſſion 
being abated, he began to queſtion me more cloſely then 
before, and under pretence of laying the Blame on my 
Valet de Chambre, ſent for him and examined him in 
the moſt artful manner imaginable, but I I:new his Fi- 
delity, and as I had before given him his Leſſon, had the 
ſatisfaction to hear he anſwered according to it in every 
particular. After he was diſmiſy'd, my Uncle 2 
more eaſy, would have me paſs the Day with him, an 
for ſeveral Hours talked to me of indifferent Thags ; 
at laſt, all at once reſuming the Subject, Nephew, ſaid 


he, I am not half ſoangry at the Diſappointment of my 
Revenge on this Girl, as I am amazed at her Cunning : 
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with the Precautions you tell me you took, one 
would imagine ſhe oed hes Eſcape to ſome ſupernatural 
Means—— I begin now to have a Curioſity to ſee 
her, and provided ſhe would promiſe never more to make 
uſe of her Arts to ſeduce my Son, could almoſt be 
tempted to forgive what is paſt on Account of her Wit. 
I ſtill preſerved niy Caution, and dropt not the 
leait Hint could make him ſuſpe& I was prejudiced in 
your favour————i!', uluckily for our Deſ:2ns, he 
ſaid, in a ſeeming careleſs Manner, th doubtleſs, at 
leaſt I fear ſo, it had but too much Artifice, is the 
Creature ſo handſome s they tell us? or is it only to 
her Youth and Subtiity ſhe attratts ſo many Hearts? 
on which I could rot command my Tong e from crying 
out, yes, my Lord, ſhe is more beautiful than Art can 
painc, or Heart without je. nz her conceive. - He took 
no Notice however of ti:is unwary Exclamation, but 
went cooliy on in aſkin», ine concerning your Shape and 
Stature, and whether you: had fair, or dark Hair, with 
many other Queltions, which in that Moment, forget- 
ting the Interview you had with him, I anſwered with 
all the Hincerity he could have wiſhed, or i made uſe of, 
had I really deſired he ſhould no longer doubt if you were 
the Perſon he had ſeen at the Inn. 

Pardon me, adorable Jcanetta, continued he, I dread 
to think, what my unwary Tongue may have expoſed 
you to; but to atone for my Fault, be aſſured, that 1 
will loſe my Life, rather than ſee you ſuffer any Part of 
what my Uncie's Reſentment would doubtleſs tempt him 
to inflict upon you, ſhould he ever, which Heaven for- 
bid, come to a true Knowiedge of this Afflir. 

muſt confeſs I trembled from Head to Foot, during 
the whole I ime he had been ſpeaking ; but concealed 
my Diiorder as much as poſſible from his Obſervation, 
and after having aſſured him, that while I was happy 
in ſo ge..crous aud diſintereſted a Friend as himſelf, I 
couid be enabled to ſupport every thing, I entreated him 


to favour me with the Reſult of this important Conver- 
lation. 


When 
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When I left off ſpeaking, reſumed the Count, 1 
perceived the Marquis in a profound Meditation, after 
Which, or, I am much miſtaken, cried he, or, there is 
no room to wonder at my Son's Affection! 

Theſe Words, with the Pauſes which preceeded and 
followed them, reminded me of the Error I had com- 
mitted, and to retriev? it as much as poſſib' e. offered to 
go in iearch of you all over the Kingdom; ſay ing, tho? 
tae Girl is excecding handiome, my Lord, ſhe mutt 
not be iuffered to impoſe her little Artinces on a Ferion 
of my Couiin's Rank in the World ———he mutt be 
fovnd, and put in a Place, where her Chara: will have 
no Power of doing further Miſchief,  —P— nd ſuch 
like Expreſſions, which 1 imagined might take off the 
Suipicion I feared he began to entertain; but inſtead of 
gecepting the Service I proffercd ; no, no, Nephew, faid 
he, you have had but too much Trouble about her already, 
what will be, will beate muſt have 
its Courſe, and I think to give myſelf no further Concern 
avout the Matter. | 

Aſter this, tho* I continued late with him, he never 
once mentioned you, and either was, or affected to be 
in a very good Humour; but I ſhall be always on my 
Guard, and it happens very fortunately, that to-morrow 
he ſets out for Paris, and when he is gone, we ſhall have 
the Opportunity of contriving what Means will be moſt 
likely to ſecure you from his ſearch, in caſe what he has 
ſaid to me be not ſincere. 

Whatever Apprehenſions I was in before, to hear 
that he was ſo ſuddenly to depart, diſſipated them all, 
and I behaved ſo chearfully on this Occaſion, that Mon- 
fieur de Saint Fal was perfectly charm'd. 

To convince him the more that I laboured under no 
Diſquiet, I gave him a Detail of what had paſe'd the 
Evening before, and of the Viſit made me at Supper- 
time by the Duke 4e. , at which he ſeemed a 
little alarmed, eſpecially when I told him that the ſame 
Nobleman, as I ſuppoſed, had been to enquire for me, 
or ſent ſome other on that Errand afterwards at .a very 
unſeaſonable Hour. I perceived his Diſſatisfaction, 

| however, 
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however, and as I thought in Gratitude and Honour I 
ought to do, endeavoured to diſſipate his Vexation by 
giving him my ſolemn Promiſe to avoid all Viſits, and 
the Occaſion of them, ſo far as not even to divert myſelf 
at the Window for the future. On this Condeſcention, 
as he termed it, he appeared perfectly tranſported, and 
confeſs'd that there was nothing he ſo much wiſhed, but 
had not dare to aſk, leſt I ſhould look upon it as a re- 
ſtraint upon my Liberty, which he was always ready to 
allow me in the moſt extended manner I could expect; 
and if I went beyond thoſe bounds, he ſhould think him- 
ſelf happy in my preſerving, yet he would never preſume 
to complain of it tho? he might regret it, and that he ſaid 
more alſo for my ſake than his own. 

After this his uſual Tranquility reſettled itſelf in his 
Face and Behaviour, he entertained me with diverting 
Stories all Dinner-time, and when Cloath was taken 
away, told me, that as he was then obliged to leave me, 
he hoped to be happy enough to paſs the next Day en- 
tirely with me, and that then he would endeavour to fix 
my Affairs ſo as to be pleaſing to rae. 

Theſe Proofs of his Generoſity reminding me of the 
Dependance I had on him for my Support, gave at once 
a cheek to my Pride, and a laudable alarm to my Virtue, 
alas! My Lord, ſaid I, what Opinion will you have of 
me lam in the utmoſt Confution at receiving 
Favours, which I have no poſſibility of ever returning. 
On, Madam ! eric he, interrupting me, 'tis greatly in 
your Power, infinitely to over-pay all I have done, or 
am able todo. Theſe Words were accompanied with a 
Lool:, which made me trembie for their Meaning, and 
fully reſolved never to derogate from the Rules I had 
preſcribed myle!; my Lord, replied 1, very 
gravely, I have already toid you, that not all the Gran- 
deur in the World ſhould tempt me from what I think 
my Duty and I would much rather return to my 
native Meanneſs, or even dare the Fierceneſs of the 
offended, the revengeful Marquis, than conſent even in 
a Thought to what would render me unworthy either of 
Heavea's Protection, or the World's Lücem. 


A 
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A few Tears, in ſpite of me, fell from my Eyes, as T 
ſpoke theſe Words, at the Sight of which Saint Fal 
ſeemed in the urmoſt Agony ; Pardon me Pardon 
me, cried he, moſt lovely, moſt adorable of your 
whole Sex, that I have ſuffered you even for a Moment 
to be under any uneaſineſs on my Scorc—No, Madam, 
I once for all, give you my Word and Honour, and 
deſire to be look'd on as the moſt abandon'd of Markind, 
if ever any Behaviour of mine contradi&ts what before 
now I have proteſted to you 1 love you indeed 
it would be Madneſs to deny it you know it; 
but what do I flatter myſelf with from that Paſſion ; 
nothing but the hope of ſerving you, without any other 
View than that you will allow me to do ſo to 
accept with Chearfulneſs, and void of Fear, all the Ser- 
vices I have Power to render you, by much overpays 
my doing them, and is all the Happineſs I aſk. 

On theſe Conditions, replied I, 1 accept the Honour 
of your Friendſhip, ſhall rejoice whenever I ſee you, and 
make no ſcruple of repoſing in you, the molt hidden 
and deareſt Secrets of my Soul. That, indeed, cried he, 
would perfectly ſatisfy me the Effects of Love, 
charming Feanetta, are various, according to the Diſ- 
poſition of the Perſon it influences; and I believe you 
will find them in me widely different from the greateſt 
Part of Mankind. I was always of Opinion, that 
to love for one's own Sake, was no Merit to the Perſon 
beloved, the Paſſion centered in a Self-gratification, and 
miſſing it, deſerves only a bare Pity ; but where one de- 
fires only to make happy the Object of one's Aſſections, 
that I think may, without going too far, claim ſome ſhare 
of the Friendſhip, if Love is incompatible with former 
Engagements, of her one loves This, Madam, 
is the ſole Aim of the Paſſion you have inſpired me with, 
and to prove it is ſo, I will labour as eagerly to promote 
your Union with the Marquis my Couſin, as he can do 
himſelf : And tho? in loſing you, I loſe all that's valuable 
in Life, I ſhall have the Conſolation to reflect you are 
convinced cf my Diſinterſtedneſs and Generoſity. 
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The Delicacy of his Sentiments raiſed an Admiration 
in me, which as I was not able to find Words to ex, 
preſs ſufficiently, kept me from replying at all. On 
which miſconſtructing my Silence, can you doubt my 
Sincerity, reſumed he, you make no Anſwer to what I 
ſay I fear you think it an impoſſibility for me to 
keep within the Bounds I profeſs to obſerve perhaps 
you think I have ſome Views yes, I confeſs I have, 
purſued he, rifing from his Seat, will you be convinced 
of what I have ſaid, if I pour forth before you the moſt 
ſecret Motious of my Soul? 

I now began again to be alarmed, but reſolved to know 
how far he expected from me well then, my 
Lord, ſaid I, what are they? if you really are that 
pure and diſintereſted Friend, ſpeak without reſerve. 
What is it you have to hope ? You ought to 
know me, and conſequently not to flatter yourſelf, that I 
ſhall even in a Wiſh depart from the Engagements I am 
under, and which are ſo precious to me. Ah, Madam ! 
cried he, hear what I have to ſay, and do not, I conjure 
you, believe, that under the Veil of Honour and Sincerity 
any baſe Deligns are concealed I love and adore 
it is true, and to merit you, would ſacrifice my Rank 
and Fortune; but would owe the Bleſſing of being yours, 
to your own Choice alone, not any Solicitations of 
mine———Perhaps, had not your Heart been pre- 
engaged, I might by my Services and Conſtancy have 
been thought worthy of your Favour ; but as it is, I 
would not even attempt to eſtrange you from the firit 
Odject of your Vo. et, do I conſeſs I have 
ſome Views, tho' diſtant one's Nothing is im- 
poſſible to Fate, and there may come a Time, in which 
to hope your Love would not be a Crime the 
Events of Life are various, not that I wiſh the Marquis 
ſhould alter the Sentiments he at preſent has of vou, nor 
that Death ſhould deprive you of him; but if either of 
theſe Misfortunes ſhould arrive, might 1 not naturally 
hope you might remember with how muca Zeal I love 
you, and in Time be brought to reward it, when you 
had the Power of doing ſo without a Crime. 


Monſieur 
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Monſieur De Saint Fal pronounced theſe laſt Words 
with ſo great a Tenderneſs, that jt pierced me to the 
Soul. You are not deceiv'd, my Lord, cry'd |, 
in the Opinion you have of my Gratitude, and had not 
my Heart been given before I ſaw you, to one, who 
vou are ſenſible deſerves much more than I can pay, 
none but yourſelf could have have engag'd my Wiſhes, 
e aſſur'd, therefore, that next to him, you are 
the firit in my Efteem. 

My Love is too reaſonable, anſwer'd he, not to be 
content with this Acknowledgment ————-I no more 
will call myſelf unhappy ! Yes, beautiful Feanetta, 


I aſk no farther Return for all my Sufferings, my Cares, 


my everlaſting Service —with thele Words he 
threw himſelf at my Feet, and kiſs'd my Hand in a 
kind of "Tranſport. At this Inſtant the Door was puſh'd 
half open, and I heard a Voice, the Sound of which 
ran through every Vein I knew, and did not 
know it it alarm'd me————1 was tranſported 
and frighted at the ſame time the Words it ſpoke 
were theſe ; 

How hade J been deceived !——— grateful and 
moſt perfidious Maid ! 

A: the ſame Initant I heard theſe cruel Words, I ſaw 
the Figure of a Man, who in uttering them, vaniſh'd 
from my Sight. His ſudcen diiappearing, together 
with the Shade of great Screen, which in Part darkened 
the Docr, kindred me from being pcſi. ive as to the Per- 
ſon ; though the Voice, as well as the Exclamation at 
ſeeing me with the Count at my Feet, leſt me no 109m to 
doubt, if it were „ot my dear adored Marquis. 
I ſtarted up and ran to the Top of the Staircaſe, the 
Count De Saint F, who doubtlels thought as I did, 
was there a: ſoon as I, and immediately jump'd down 
the whcle S aitcaſe atter him; I found he o1ert ol him, 
and heard high Words bet veen them, fain wcu'd I have 
gone to prevent any fatal Effect; but Terror de- 
prived me of the Power, my Feet forſook me, and I 
muſt have fallen down bad not a Settee been rear me, 
on Waich I threw mytelf in an Agony nct to be ex- 
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prefy'd. To heighten it the more, Brochan came run- 
ning in, and told me the Ncbleman who had jult left 
me, and agpther whom ſhe knew not, were gone out 
together, ſo equally incenſed, that ſhe doubted not but 
a Duel would enſue ; on which that Fear which had at 
firſt taken away my Strength, now reſtor'd it with added 
Vigour, I flew to the Window, and called out to them, 
as loud as I could, but they were gone too far to hear 
my Cries; and I turned to Prochan, for Heaven's ſake, 
ſaid I, run after them ————endeavour to bring them 
back — or I am undone, and fhall loſe all that's 
dear to me in the World but inſtead of obey- 
ing my Commands, God forbid, reply'd ſhe, looking 
on me in a fort of contemptuous manner, that young 
Women ſhould be ſeen running chrough the Streets after 
ſuch Gentlemen as they are a fine Character I 
ſhould have, indeed !————if I had thought I was 
hired to a Place where ſuch kind of Adventures were 
like to happen, I would never have undertaken it. 

The Confuſion J was in at this Moment was ſuch, as I 
think in no Accident of my Life I ever before experienced 
—-—- What to do to prevent the Nliſclief that threat- 
ned I knew not vere it poſſible for me to over- 
take them, ſaid I to myle!f, my Preſence would but en- 
creaſe the Marquis's Rage he thinks me falſe 
what Influence would my Fears or Prayers now have on 
kim !————-ometimes a dawn of Hope ſhot itleit 
through the Horrors of my Mind, that the Prudence and 
Nloderation of Saint Fal, would prevent any Tragical 
Event ; but it laſted not a Moment, and I again reflected 
how deaf all Kinds of Paſſions are, and that it was not 
provable, the Marquis in the fhrlt Emotions would liſten 
tw any thing could be ſaid he will doubtleſs attack 
his Couſin, the firſt convenient Place they come at 
the other mult defend himſelf———and then! 
Oh, Heaven! What then perhaps, the Rlarquis 
the Count —— or both may fall 
tivle two noble Youths ;—<JD—2—thoſe who for Love, 
I riendſhip, all that's valuable in Man, are not to be 
equalled in tae World and is it for me, cry'd I, 
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in a kind of Diftration, for worthleſs me, that Lives 
ſo precivus mult be thrown away ? 

In this Anguiih, I continued walking backwards and 
forwards in my Dinirę R-wν¼]ꝗjn, when Madam De Ge- 
ne da. to Compleat my ©... fortunes, came in to me, in a 
manner very diftercat from her former Politcneſs, and 
aſked me in a very abrupt manner, the Nloeaning of 
what ſhe had juſt now heard? Telling me withal, 
that her Reputation was unblemiſhed, and it would be 
worſe than Death to her, to have any Accident that 
might give room for Ceuſuie, to happen in her Houle. 
—  —Thele Apartments, cry'd the, difdainfully, 
were not deſign'd fer any Purpoſes, but what are conſi- 
ſtent with Honour; and I take it very ill, that Mon- 
ſieur the Count De Saint Fal ſhould expole me to any 
thing, wherein my Name might be brought in Queſ- 
tion. 

I was ſo confounded at a Behaviour I fo little ex- 
pected, that joined with my other Troubles, it de- 
{troy'd in me the power of Speech, and ſhe taking Ad- 
vantage of my Silence, and, perhaps, confirm'd by it 
in an ill Opinion of me, continued her Reproaches with 
ſo much Malice, that what at firſt prevented my An- 
ſwer, now made me give her ſuch ones, as a little a- 
bated the Inſolence of her Air. II told her, I 
thought her 1mpertinent, and that I ſhould acquaint the 
Count, whom 1 expected back in a Moment, with the 
Incivilities I had receiv'd in the Apartment he had 
choſe for me, and where I expected to have been treated 
with Reſpect, and that till then, I defired ſhe would re- 
tire and leave me to myſelf, 

I utter'd this with ſo much Spirit, that ſhe could not 
preſently reply, and her Huſband coming in that Mo- 
ment, and hearing part of what I ſaid, aſked me with 
a great deal of Concera, if any of his Family had been 
wanting in their ReſpeRs to me I thank'd hiin 
in a coo! Manner tor the Notice he took of it, and 
perceiving his Wife was going to ſpeak again, went to 
my Clolet and ſhnt myſelf in, reſolved to no more 
of her ill-tizn'd Remonitrauces. 
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I now abandon'd myſelf to Tears and to Reflec- 
tions. I look'd on all theſe Troubles as a juſt Pu- 
niſhment for accepting the Count's Offers ? Why 
did I not go into a Monaſtery, cry'd I ? That would 
have ſcreen'd me from all theſe tempeſtuous Hurries, I 
am perpetually involved in; Love, Virtue, and Reaſon 
would then have all been ſatisfied, my Innocence ſecur'd, 
as well as my Reputation. The old Marquis would 
have deſiſted his Perſecutions, and the young one had 
leave to converſe with me, when there no longer was 
any Danger of my becoming a Diſgrace to his Family ? 
Why have I this fooliſh Averſion to a Cloyfler ? 
Why does my Vanity tempt me to appear in 
the World ? Alas! how dear do I pay for the Admira- 
tion I excite, and what Miſch:iefs do the few Charms I 
am Miſtreſs of, create to all thoſe who are ſo unhappy 
as to feel their Force 
The whole Afternoon, and part of the Evening I 
paſt in this melancholly Situation, and no Account from 
Saint Fal arrived what could my Thoughts 
ſuggeſt, but the moſt horrid Ideas ———1 doubted not 
but one or the other was no more; and as the fatal Miſ- 
conſtruction the Marquis had put on my Behaviour, I 
ſuppos'd would make him think himſelf under no Obli- 
ation to acquaint me with what had happened, I imagin'd 
Rim the Conqueror, and that the poor Count had been 
the Victim to his Jealouſy ; becauſe I doubted not, but 
if he ſtill ſurvived, he would have found ſome way to 
eaſe me of the Torturee of Suſpenſe. This Belief gaining 
Strength in me, made me naturally conſider the Conſe- 
quences of fo terrible an Affair I doubted not 
but I ſhould be ſeized as the Occafion, though a very 
innocent one, of what my Imagination ſuggeited to me 
had fallen out, and in ſuch a Caſe I knew, unfriended 
as I was, little Favour was to be expected, eſpecially, 
as it was highly reaſonable to ſupppſe, my real Origin, 
and all the former Accidents of my Life, would chen be 
brought upon the Carpet; and'I ſhould not only be hated, 
but deſpiſed as an Impo?ure. | 
How natural is Self Preſervation ! 


We may 


talk of dying for thoſe ve love; but few there are who 
e 2 .. ice 
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ſee the fatal Dart at Hand, would bare their B»ſom to 
reccive it. Not all the Grief I felt for the loſs of 
two ſuch worthy Lovers, could render me forgetful of 
my own Safety; and as Flight ſeemed the only Method 
of Preſervation, I reſolved immediately upon it. 
In this Diſpoſition I began to conſider whether I ſhould 
go but the Impoſſibilit of being conceal'd at 
any Place where I had ever been before, threw unſur- 
mountable D fficulties in my ay. —Lhere ſeem'd 
nothing ſafe for me, but to quit Fer/ailles by Night, and 
travel diſguiſed and on Foot, till I got to ſome "Town 
or Village, where was a Waggon to carry me to Paris. 
There, ſaid I to myſelf, no body will know me, and I 
may either be admitted into tome Family as a Servant, 
or take a little Lodging and work at my Needle. Thus 
did my Fears influence me to a Determination, which 
ought to have been the Reſult of my Virtue ; but why 
do I call what then paſs'd in my Mind a Determination 
las, it laſted not three Minutes, Plenty, Eaſe, and the 
Flatteries with which 1 had of late been treated, had 
Fender'd me too delicite to do any ſervile Office: 
I had forgot how to wait on mylelf, and was quite inca- 
pable of waiting on others, and had my Palate too 
much vitiated by being accuſtomed to the guelgue choſe of 
great Tables, to take up with the coarſe Fare I mult ex- 
j ect to live upon, when to earn it by my Labour. 
in fine, I was grown the Woman of Quality, and could 
not bear the Tnought of deſcending ; and though the 
Apprehenſions I had of being made an{werabie for any 
Alisfortune, which might have attended the meeting of 
the Count and Marquis, yet 1 could not put in Practice 
any Means cf cicaping. | 
In theſe Anx::51cs did I remain till near Ten at Night, 
at which time mv Cook-Nlaid, who from the firſt lo- 
ment of her comnir g, took a great liking to me, and 
was beſides very innocent and good-natur'd, came to ſcelæ 
me in my Cloſet ——] hope my Reader will not 
think me impertinent, if I give a brief Recital of what 
pats'd between us at this time, becauſe it happened after- 
wards to be of Conſequence. 


Bleſs 
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Bleſs me! cry'd ſhe, do you great Ladies live upon 
Al. Hour Supper has been ready theſe two Hours, 
yet you have never rung the Bell, nor I ſuppoſe once 
thought of eating Feſu Maria continued ſhe, 
looking more attentively on me, you are weeping ! 
Mercy on us, when ſuch as you find any thing to trou- 
ble then I am rarely fitted, indeed, my 
laſt Lady was always grumbling,and ſcolding, and throw- 
ing things about the Hauſe like a mad Fool, and now I 
have got one that cries like a Child : Wel! 
every one has their own way ; but among us poor 
Peopie there are no iuch Fancies ? Why what now 
in the Name of Goodneſs have you to make you un- 
ealy ? ou want for noching— ——have a fine 
Lodging and vell-furniſheC————rich Clcaths 
a great Income to be {ure, and for Youth ard Fenuty I 
never ſaẽ any thing come up to yon. wender what 
People would have but cry your Liiyſhip's 
Mercy, added ſhe, with a low Curteſy, I had forgot, I 
warrant you are thinking of your Huſband - but 
he is gone, and there's an End of him——— don't 
grieve yourſelf, dear Madim, for one cold one, there 
are a thouiand warm ones to be had, we live in a 
Country where, Heaven be praiſed, Huſbands ate as 
Plenty, as the Plagues cf a Cook- Maid. 

could not forbear ſmiling in the midit of my Troy- 
bles at the Simile, and the manner in which this poor 
Creature endeavour'd to give me Conſolation, I bid her, 
however, leave me, and told her I did not intend to 
eat. Then I'll faſt too, cry'd the, it would not be 
right at all in me, Im ſure to indulge mylelf white my 
goo Lady is in Trouble. Barbara, for that wis her 

ame, left me with theſe Words, the Good-nature of 
the poor Creature affected me very much, and TI could not 
help calling her Back, and bidding her go to her Sup- 
per, well then, ſaid ſhe, if vou will be 10 good to eat a 
little Soup; I'll ſwear to you b, mv Guardian Angel, to 
devour as much as any four People; but, if 3 ou 
continue in this Mood, I can out fall our Curate, and he 
is the greatelt Penitent in all the Country, and a very 
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good Man if he did not love Money too well; if it 
were not for that, hc might have been made a Saint 
long ago; but like the reſt of the World he loves him- 
ſeif, and, indeed, I think he is net much to blame. 

I grew quite impatient with this Babble, and bid her 
leave me a lecond Time. Yes, Madam, reply'd ſhe, 
without ſtirring a Step, I ſee you are very angry, and 
you mult be obeyed how one may be deceived in 
People's Countenances ! T could have ſworn that 
you did not know how to frown; but I, ſee now 
tlat you can ſcold. as well as Mademoiſelle D'EIitux. 
Mademoiſelle D* E/bieux ! cry'd 1, haſtily, why 
do ycu know YMeademoilelle D' Elbieux ” Know 
her, anſwer'd my Maid, yes, indeed, I have reaſon to 
know ler, I was her Servant once, and had iuch a Life 
with her, as I ſhall not pieſently forget ;—— but, 
purſued ſhe, are you acquainted with her, Madam? 

I j204pd it would be very improper to own any Con- 
cern, | bad on this Lady's Account, to this talkative, 
fiily Creature, leſt her Folly might occaſion her to blab 
ſome what that might diſcover me to that cruel Enemy, 
ſo only anſwer'd that I knew her but by Name. So 
much the better, cry'd Barbara, for ſhe is a very ill- 
natur'd malicious Lady, as her Huſband, poor Gentle- 
man, will fird Þ!l warrant him. Is ſhe then married? 
faid J. Yes, Heaven be praiſed, reſumed ſhe, ſhe is 
married, and our Village is rid of her. Pray, faid I, 
what is tlie Name of your Village. Ah ! Ma- 
cam! repiy'd ſhe, with Tears in her Eyes, it is called 
D——-—, end though it is the leaſt in the Foreſt of 
Pow tiinblau; yet | can tell your Ladyſhip it is a Para- 
dice en Farth : | ſhall never be happy till I ger into it 
an, I hope to end my Days there at laſt ; but we poor 
Foils mult do ſomething to get our Bread ; and thanks 
to Providence, we are all honelt Pains-taking People, i! 
I frould fay, but one of my Neices, who ran away 
with a Marquis, and they ſay has done a great deal ct 
Miſchief with her pretty Lace; but I have never jon. 
her ſince ſte was little, I was at Service a great way — 

when 
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when ſhe grew up, ſo have nothing to anſwer for what 
ſhe does. 
She had no ſooner utter'd theſe Words than ſhe went 
out of the Room, and ſaw not the Confuhon J was in, 
which was, indeed, too great for me to have diſſembled 
before her j———— by what ſhe faid, I was convinced 
that ſhe was my Father's Silber, fo gd a Circumiance, 
could not but give my Pride a confiderab'e Alarm. 
Good God! faid I to mvie'f, how truly miſerable is 
my Condition! I have Joſt all the good Will of my 
Friends, am deſpiſe by my neareſt Kindred, who thy? 
never ſo pcor, think me infinitely beneath them, as they 
imagine, I have ſorfeited that wh.ch alore can make a 
Woman valuable; and for what hive I dore all this ? 
ny to be a gaudy nothing! A Joy trich'd 
and ſet up to be gazed at and admired for a-white, then 
caſt down much more telow even my mean Original, 
than I am now exaited above; what ſolid Good 
has accrued to me for quitting thoſe „ho gave me Birth! 
| Alas! the inceſſant Perplexities and Apprehen- 
ſions, as well as my preſent eminent Danger, too plain- 
ly ſhews me Ticaven is offended at my Vanity and Pre- 
fumpticn, and puniſhes me in the Effects. Had all- 
N Providence thcught I ſhould have been a fine 
Lady, I had been born ſich; and I am now convinced, 
all People ſhould ccnicrm themſelves to the Rank from 
which they ſprang, had I done ſo I had been bleit in 
Peace of Mind, and loved by all who knew me. Tree 
Reflections were followed by a Tcr:ent of Tears, which 
continued till Barbara, my Aunt I ſioid ſay, bronght 
me a ſmall Baſon of Soup, which though I had ſmall 
Inclination, ſhe in a manner forced me to eat. 

J behaved to her with mere AF bility thun | cfore, 
and ſhe was more pleaſed at it, than it 1 Hd given her 
an Agnus Dei, yet ſhe was very fend cf Reiicks, and 
had a great deal of Devotion, though not exerc:led in 
that preciſe manner of Mademoiſelle Brochan, my 11- 
natured Cha;nbermajd. I durſt not, however, enter in- 
to any Converſation with her, on the Score of Made- 
moiſelle D'E/bieux, nor aſk any Queitions concerning 
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my own Family, or what was ſaid of that Niece ſhe had 
n entioned; for tear ] Nivuid not be able to ictrain me- 
telf erough, to hinder ber from taking Notice how 
ceeply | was intereſted in it, fo ſuſter'd her to depart 
v. ithout aiking any farther Speech. 

When | 2gain found mvicif alone, I abandon'd my 
1 to new Reflections in theſe Moments I was 
ne of the great Worid, and with'd for nothing more 
than to return to my primitive Measneſs. with ty paor 
Puente: ard white theſe Suggellions Jailed, was two or 
three timez about to call back my Aunt, confels myſelt 
to ker, and contrive the Xiears cf g irg with her to our 
Village; but the Thoughts how 7 {ncu'd be received 
Inde: the Cifadvaringeous Opinion, I found they had cf 
n. e. deter me from that Relolutior.. then 
thought of retiring to a Mone llery, and concealing my- 
If, fo 25 never to be heard on more; but that was im- 
practicable without a Recommendation, and how to get 
one ſpeedy enough for my Purpole, I couid not tell. 
hen] thought of going to Nadam De Go— , 
and, as I could not hope to be ſecure in her Houſe, en- 
treat ſlie would provide ſome Place for me; but J had 
already been ſo troubleſome to that good Lady, and had 
created ſo much Confuſion in that part of the Country, 
that [ durit not attempt i: my diſturb'd Imagi- 
nation preſented a thouſand Projects, which all vaniſh'd 
almoſt as ſoon as formed, either through the Impoſſibi- 
lity there arpear'd of carrying them ir: o Execution, or 
my own Want of Inclination to go about them. 

At laſt, though with an Infinity cf Difficulty, an? 
long Struggle, 1 reſclved to go to Pari., and try wy 
Fortune in ſome mean way or "other : avi ring Fxed this 
Determipation. | wrote a Letter to the } A arguis, where- 
in I juſtified myſelf in as handſome a manner as! could, 
from what, according to Appearanccs, he had reaſon to 
think me guilty cf, and ending with telling kim that he 
ſhould never ſee me more, fince he could bring himtelf 
to make any Judgment to my Prejudice, without exa- 
mining into — Foundation. : 


2 
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I alſo wrote another to Monſieur the Count de Saint 
Fal, in which I thanked him for all the Proofs he had 
given me of a fincere and honourable Friendſhip ; but 
concluded, with aſſuring him 1 was reſolved to hide myſelf 
forever from al! the 'Tumults which threatned me, in per- 
ſevering in a Life above me. 

I put both theſe Letters into one Packet, and was 
juſt going to direct them, when it came into my Head 
again, that poſſibly neither of the Perſons they were de- 
ſigned for, might be in a Condition to receive them, 
and this Imagination threw me once more into Agonies 
which almoſt deprived me of my Reaſon -= then 
thought I could not quit VJeailes without knowing the 
Fate of thoſe illuſtrious Rivals, and that it was my Duty 
to run any Hazards rather than be guilty of ſuch an 
Act of Ungeneroſity. 

I was in an Eaſy-Chair, my Face all bathed in 
Tears, and my Head reclined upon my Hand, when 
my Aunt came haſtily into the Room, bidding me dry 
my Eyes, for all I feared was happily over 
What? cried J impatiently ; here, reſumed ſhe, pointing 
to the Marquis and Count, who that Nloment entered 
together, here is a Proof, that I tell you no Lies 
Heaven be praiſed, continued ſhe, there's no Miſchict 
done, and the wicked il!-natured Brochan weill be forced 
to aſk Pardon. 

While ſhe ſpol:e, the Marquis threw himſelf at my 
Feet; he took hold of one of my Hands, kiſs'd it 
with a Fervency, which is not to be expreſt, and looking 
up on my Face, would fain have ſpoke, but was not 
able {mall need he had of Words, however, 
his expreſſive Eyes ſufficiently informed me of what 
paſſed in his Heart, and in them; I read unutterable 
Lo ve! unutterable Joy. 

Monfieur de Saint Ful continued ſilent alſo, leaning 
on the Back of my Chair, which I had no Power to rite 
from, nor to pay any of thoſe Reſpects, which either 
my Love or my Civility required from me; but aſtei 
he had attended the fir ſt Emotions of my Surpriſe ; I 
always told you, Madam, ſaid he, that my chief Happi 
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? 
neſs would be in pre<aring yours, and I think this is row 


ſome Proof of whac I ſaid I have brought you 
back the only Man in the World worthy of your At- 
ſectior he ſuffered himſeif not to remain three 
Minutes in doubt of your Conduct, and I had not the 
leaſt Difficulty to convince him of the Truth 
Ne is now aſhamed to think he could be capable of ſuſ- 
pecting you, and you cannot in juſtice re'cnt, but ra- 
ther pity the Effects of his Paſſion you wou!:d 
have known all this five Hours ago, if my Uncle the 
o'd Marquis had not met us, and I durſt not ſend any 
Nieflenger to acquaint you of what had pailed, fearin 
kis Curioſity might tempt him to have the Perſon fol- 
lowed. 

Recover yourſelf, therefere, Madam, continued he, 
and erjoy without Diſturbance the Happineſs of _ 
Lover no leſs worthy of you, than you of him. To 
theſe Words, he added, that he was obliged to return to 
his Uncle; but that he would wait on me the next Day; 
and then left the Room with a Bow, full of Reſpect and 
*Fenderneſs. 

J eaſily ſaw he took his leave for no other Reaſon, 
than to give the Marquis an Opportunity of Dif- 
courſing me with the more Freedom: but my Heart 
was ſo fluttered in paſſing from the Extremity of Deſpair 
to a contrary Emotion, which the unexpected Sight of a 
L ver ſo dear to me, could not but excite ; that I was 
ſcarce able to return the Civilities of that generous 
Friend, 

The hurry cf Spirits, or to ſre.k more properly, the 
tranſport I was in to ſee at my Feet, the dear adered 
Mu, whom but a Moment before I had belleved was 
mine no more, that I had not preſence enough of Mind, 
even to bid him quit fo uncaſy a Poſture at laſt, 
o ervh-lm me not, my Lord, I beſcech you, cried I, 
with this Exccſs of Tenderneſs ; for ti o' mine ſor you 
m:y claim ſome ſhare of it, yet I ill becomes me to ſee 
yu thus. No, my dear, my forever adorable Jea- 
netta, repl el he, I'll never rite till that charming Mouth 
has pronounced a full Pardon ſor the Crime I have been 


guilty 
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guilty of. I confeſs I have committe 1 the worſt 
of Outrages againſt you in my Thoughts l was 
baſe enough to believe you capable of Perfidiouſneſs 
I imagined my Couſin in poſſeſſion of your Hear. 
I gave myſelf up to all that Jealouſy could ſuggeſt 
but I acknowledge I have been to blame - xcels of 
Paſſion hurried me to Extremities, which nothing but the 
Moderation and Prudence of my Couſin, could have 
prevented from being fatal to one or both of us 

O, what have I not ſuffered in theſe Apprehenſions, 
ſaid I, ſure the Terrors of my Soul can be equall'd by 
nothing, but the Joy of ſeeing you, and finding you 
convinced how little poſſible it is, I can have one ten- 
der Thought for any of your Sex, but yourlelf. Ihe 
Bluſhes which accompanied theſe Words, ſeemed to the 
Marquis to be ſome Remains of Reſentment in me 
again, he begg'd me to forgive him, and would not be 
prevailed upon to riſe, till l had vowed to think no more 
of what had paſs'd, as to what concerned that which he 
was pleaſed to own, had been a fault in him; but at the 
ſame Time, added, that I thought myſelf under an 
indiſpenſable Neceſſity of entreating his Forgiveneſs in 
my turn ; for having given room fe Suſpicions, which 
mult have been unavoidable to any Heart truly affected 
with Love. Forget, therefore, I beſeech you, my 
Lord, faid I, the Anxieties my Behaviour has occaſioned 
you. I know I ought nt to have oppoſed your Father's 
Orders, but ſubmitted to my Fate, and ſuffered the 
Count to have conducted me to a Cloyſter, rather than 
have accepted any Proofs of his Friendſhip, which mult 
naturally expoſe me to the Cenſure of the World, as 
well as your Lordſhip's Suipicion of my Conduct 
to all this, purſued I, what Defence can I make, but 
that the very Inclination you have inſpired, enforced me 
to Things which for a Time, made me ſeem unworthy 
of your Ves, my dear Marquis, a Cloyiter had 
for m2 uncommon Horrors, becauſe it would have ſepa- 
rated me for ever from you, and I choſe to run the 
riſque of loofing your Etteem by ſome Inditcretioas, 


rather than yield to the cruel Certainty of ſecing you no 
C 6 The 


more. 
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your being ever united to me 
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The Marquis preſſed my Hands with an Extremity of 
Pa flion, at my ſay ing theſe Words, and {eating him- 
ſelf near me; no, my charming Fearetta, ſaid he, | 
have nothing to accute you of- Delpair and Ruin 
had been my eternal Lot, had you acted in a different 
Manner ———niy Father would have ſhut you up tor 
Life, he had taken ſuch Meaſures, and his Orc ers 
would with ſuch Exactneſs have been cleyed, that if 
you had fallen into his Hands, I mult infallibly have 
Joſt you for ever This I was informed of but fince 
J left Lorrain, an old Servant of the Niurquis's, ſeeing my 
very Life at Stake, betray'd it to me, on which 1 rok 
Poſt immediately, and arrived at Mladam dc (. y 
Lut a few Hours after my Coulin in Quality of an 
Exempt had taken you thence Judge to what an 
Extremity of Deipair I was reduced, when I iound you 
were gone that good Lady was truly touched with 
my Condition, and it vas from her | learned that it 
was Saint Fal, who had been entruſted with this Com- 
miſſion; but ſhe engaged my Word of Honour to keep 
the Secret inviolably : Had ſhe not taken that Precau- 
tion, I ſhould have extorted the Secret from him, where 
he had placed you, tho' I had loit my Life I met 
him in my return to Verſaille, as you have doubtleſs 
heard, but could not behave to him with the Candor 1 
had been accuſtomed the Spies I placed about him 
diſcovered his coming here, and allo that a young Lady, 


an entire Stranger at Yer/ailles, lodged in this Houle— ' 


I preſently imagined it could be no other than yourſelf, 
and call'd laſt Night to enquire for y ou—being convinced 
he had diſobeyed my Father's Orders ; what Motive 
could I impute it to but Love your remaining at 
Perſailles the Change of your Name 
theſe Lodgings all conſpired to turn my Brain 
I thought I was betrayed reflected on the Merits 
of my Couſin——your Youth——the little Proſpect of 
your being ſubjected 
ro the Power of him you were with, made the dreadful 
Chimera of your eternal Loſs ſeem real I watched 


kun myſelf this Morning, and ſaw him enter, and im- 
: | mediately 


—— — PR Rt 


Virgiu's Victory 37 
mediately after I aſked for you a Woman pretty 
well advanced in Years, who I find waits on you, refuled 
to cirry in my Name to you, telling me the was cer- 
tain you would ſee no body but the Count de Saint Fal, 
Who had taken the Lodgings for you, and was now 
alone with you, and ſhe did not think proper to inter- 
rupt you all this was delivered in a certain Tone. 
which ſerved to encreaſe my Deſpair; yet as in all 
Misfortunes, Suſpenſe is the moſt terrible to be borne, 
I reſolved if poſſible to come at the Certainty, and 
offered her ten Lexvis 4 Or to diſcover to me what ſhe 
knew the Preſent was greedily accepted ſhe 
told me with a Sneer, that you paſs'd for a young 
Widow, was called the Counteſs e Roches, and that 
Montieur the Count de Saint Fal, was continually with 


you, ſhe ſuppoſed to give you Conſolation for the Loſs 


of your Huſband. To this, ſhe added many infiduous 
Reflections, which I will not ſhock you to repeat, and 
of her own accord, proffered to conceal me in the Houle 
where I might lee you together. 

Here I cculd not forbear interrupting the Marquis, by 
deſiring to know what a Servant could ſay of a Miſtreſs 
with whom ſhe had lived but two Days? to which he 
anſwered, that he was at that Time too much confuſed 
to give any great Attention to the particular Words ſhe 


uttered ; but that all ſhe ſaid tended to let him ſee ſne 


took me for a Woman who was come to Court under a 
feigned Pretence, and had in reality no other Buſineſs 
than to make her Fortune if ſhe could Pardon me, 
deareſt Feanetta, cried he, perceiving I was ready to 
weep at the Recital of ſuch cruel Aſperſions mean 
Minds will always imagine every one like themfelves— 
Iam more to blame to liſten to what ſhe ſaid but 
every 8 to make you ſeem guilty—this 


Woman's Diſcourſe————Szint Fas Viſit my 
finding him at your Feet————hearing his Expreſſions 
our not ſeeming to reſent what he ſaid ———O, 


who but, like me, muſt have yielded to the Suggeſtions 
of Jealouſy and Deſpair ! I do not ſay I ought to 


have been ſo credulous, but I plead the little Poſſibility 
there 
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there was for me to have been otherwiſe at ſuch ſeeming 
Teſtimonies. 

He ended theſe Words, with all the Marks of the 
moſt tender Affection that ever was, and from this we 
talked no more of what was paſt, and I ſuffered myſelf 
to be pleaſingly enchanted, while his melodious Tongue 


flowed with all that Love and Wit inſpired the 
Clock ſtriking One at laſt rouz'd me from this delightful 
Lethargy, and I reminded him, that a Perſon of his 
Sex ſtaying ſo late in my Apartment, might give the 
malicious Brochan room for freſh Impertinencies. Aſter 
ſo long an Abſence it was ſome diſſiculty to part, but we 
conſoled ourſelves with the Thoughts of ſeeing each 
other again next Day, he kiſs'd my Hand at parting, 
but looking tenderly on me, as tho' he paſſionately 
longed for a farther Confirmation, that he was not in- 
difterent to me; I preſented my Cheek, but with fo 
many Bluſhes, and unaffected Confuſion, that he might 
eaſily perceive it was the firſt Favour of that kind I had 
ever granted to any Man, and the Tranſports he was in 
at receiving it, were ſuch as aſſured me he was convinced 
it was intirely owing to the Sincerity of my Paſſion. 

The many Reflections which attended this Day's 
Adventures, would not ſuffer me to enjoy much repoſe 
that Night; but as the greateſt Part of them were 

eaſing, were far from giving me any Fatigue 

"grew more compoſed however towards Morning, and 
fell into ſo ſound a Sleep, that I awoke not till two 
o'Clock ; nor perhaps had not then done ſo, had not 
my good-natured Aunt Barbara been a little ſurprized to 
find I lay fo long, and called me ſeveral Times: She 
told me, that the Count de Saint Fal had been to wait on 
me in the Morning, and I could not but admire the 
Reſpe&t he treated me with on this Occaſion ; for ſhe 
ſaid ſne would have brought him into my Bedchamber, 
but he refuſed it, aniwering that he wou'!d not for the 
World take the Liberty to diſturb my Repoſe; we have 
not a great many Examples of ſuch Modeſty the 
Marquis, now my dear Huſband, has ſince confeſs'd to 
me he ſhould not have behaved with ſo much NT 
ration. 
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I took this Opportunity, however, of remonſtrating 
to my Aunt, that Decency required ſhe ſhould ſuffer no 
Man to come into my Chamber when I was in Bed ; 
and as ſhe had made Saint Fal the offer meerly through 
Simplicity, and no bad Intention, what I faid to her on 
this Subject, made her extremely careful for the future. 

It was near Dinner-Time when the Marquis came 
in, if poſſible he appeared more amiable in my Eyes 
that Day than ever: His Dreſs was exceeding rich, and 
ſo well fancied that one would have imagined he made 
the ornamenting his Perſon his whole Study, tho' in 
truth no Man ever did, or does, conſult it leſs ; the 
Satisfaction in his Countenance ariſing from our laſt 
Night's Converſation, no doubt added to the Luſtre of 
his Eyes, and gave his Features an additional Softneſs— 
the Tenderneſs wita which we met may better be con- 
ceived by thoſe of my Readers who have generous gentle 
Souls, than expreſs'd by any Words I am able to make 
uſe of ; and for the harſh and unſuſceptible Part of the 
World, it gives me little Concern, whither they approve 
or not cf the ſoft Emotions with which the Breaſts of thoſe 
who are capable of a perfect Paſſior, are filled, when in the 
preſence of the dear Object, equally loving and beloved. 

He aſked me, without doubting it, a thouſand and a 
thouſand Times, if I were perfectly reconciled to him, 
and I as often aſſured him that I was How 
ſwift the Moments paſſed, the Clock had ſtruck Four, 
yet I never thought of Eating, and I believe ſhould have 
ſuffered the whole Day, to elapſe in the ſame manner, 
if my Aunt, who could by no means approve of Faſting, 
had not reminded me of the Hour. 'The Marquis —_—_ 
an Apology for having been the occaſion of this Delay; 
but I told him that the only way to atone for it, and 

uniſh himſelf, was to ſtay and content himſelf with 

art of what was prepared for me—————he was too 
much pleaſed with this Invitation not to comply with it, 
and Barbara was ordered to ſerve up Dinner immediate- 
ly we had no want of a third Perſon to fill up any 
Chaſm in Converſation, we had enough to entertain 
each other with; and after the Cloath was taken _ 
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T let him into the Secret of the near Relation my Cook- 
maid had to me, at which odd turn he could not avoid 
being a little ſurprized, but commended my Prudence in 
concealing myſelf ſrom her Knowledge for the prelent ; 
I then gave him the Detail of all had befallen me ſince 
our ſeparation related to him the Hiltories of 
Saint Agnes and Lindamine, and dwelt fo ſtrongly on 
the Misfortunes of the former, and the cruel Reſtraint ſhe 
was under, that he aſſured me in Conſideration of the 
tender Friendſhip he found there was between us, he 
would employ all his Intereſt to procure a Diſpenſation 
from her Vows. 

From this the Converſation turned on Nlonſteur 4 
Saint Fal, and I had reaſon to ſee the Greatre!s of this 
amiable Lover's Paſſion, by the Pain it cave him, while 
J made a full and ſincere Recital of all that young Noble- 
man's Behaviour, not omitting, as far as I could remem- 
ter, the moſt minute Circumſtance or Word that paſs'd 
between us, from the Time of his taking me from Ma- 
dame e Gs to the preceding Day. 

I had the ſatisfaction, however, to obſerve that it was 
not in the Power of all his Jealouſy to prevent him from 
doing jultice to the Count's Merits ; ke even went ſo 
far as to ſay, that his Honour was ſo much to be de- 
pended upon, that tho' he knew him to be his Rival, 
yet if the Neceflity of our Affairs requi:ed it, he could 
not be uneaſy if I were yet more in his Power than I 
already was. I told him with a Smile, that there was 
ſomething owing to me alſo, and that he ought to rely 
no leſs on my own way of thinking, than on that of his 
Couſin. He anſwered, that he never had a Dorbt of it, 
but in thoſe hurrying Moments, which I had promiſed 
to forget; and added, that he flattered himſelf, that 
beſide my Virtue, I had a ſofter Defence in favour of 
him, which would enable me to reſiſt all Attacks 
made to his Prejudice. I made no reply to theſe Words, 
but gave him a Look, which ſufficiently gave him to 
underſtand he had not been deceived in his Conjectures. 

I then aſked him, if he could with as little Difficulty 
give me an Account of his own Adventures and Behavioar 
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ſnce I aw him? Alas! reply'd he, what Account have 
to give my adorable 7ranetta; but a long Series of 
Perplexities, Hopes, Fears, and all the natural Conſe- 
quences of Abſence, from the only Object of my At- 
ſections. 

Take Care, my Lord, ſaid I, with half a Smile, leſt 
you ſwerve from your uſual Sincerity, when you tell me 
you were involved only in Cares for me the fair 
Lorrainers J am apt to believe had a different Opinion 
of the Situation of your Ileart, than what you now 
would ſeem to repreſent. 

Ah, cry'd the Marquis with the ſame good Humour, 
Dulois | fuppoſe, has been tiring you with the Adven- 
tures Lorrain abounds with, and has brought me in for 
a Share, perhaps, to ſnd how far it wouid affect you. 

A good Turn, indeed, my Lord, anſwer'd I ; but 
that ſhall not prevent me, from inſiſting on a Detail of 


what happen'd to you, during your Stay in that Coun- 
try 


You muſt then be obey'd, my dear TFeanette, ſaid 
he, though what I have to inform you of, is little wor- 
thy your Attention. On my firſt Arrival a profound 
Alelancholy ſeized me, I ſeldom went abroad but to 
Divine Service; I grew pale, wan, my Strength and 
Appetite decreaſed by ſwift Degrees, and Dubois fearing 
J was falling into a Conſumption, was continually im- 
portuning me to take the Air, and ſee Company ; but 
finding me averſe to his Propoſal, and that I every Day 
grew worle, ſent without my Knowledge for a Phyſi- 
cian, who being come, my officious Valet told me, that 
in ſfite of the Reſolution I had taken to hide myſelf 
from all the World, I could not hinder myſelf longer 
from ſeeing Company, and that a Gentleman who called 
himſelf De Maurtrar, was come to viſit me; I was 
afraid he had been impudent enough to invite People in 
my Name, and began to ckide him in fo ſevere a Man- 
rer, that he was obliged to confeſs it was only a Phy- 
ſician, whom he thougkt it very proper I ſhould con- 
ſult. | 


As 
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As Dubois had done this, I was obliged to order 
Monheur De Mourtray ſhould be admitted, and was a 
little peeviſh at the "Thoughts of being compell'd, as it 
were, to liſten to the affected Jargon People of his Pro- 
feſſion uſually entertain their Patients with; eſpecially, 
as I imagined I ſtood in no great Need of his Pieſcrip- 
tions; but how agrecably was I deceived, when inſtead 
of a formal Toxcomb, as I expected, I ſaw enter a Man 
perfectly gay, facetious, and well-bred. After the 
firſt Civilities were over, and he had in an eaſy Manner 
aſk'd me ſome few, and thoſe not iinpertinent Queltions, 
concerning the State of my Health, inſtead of Phyſiche 
he propoled a Party of Pleaſure ; told me I had 
no manner of Occaſion to keep my Chamber that 
whatever Ailment I laboured under was of the Mind not 
the Body; and it being a very fine Day, his firit Pre- 
ſcription was, that | ſhould favour him with my Com- 
Fany to a ſmall Houſe he had about a Leagve and a 
half Diſtance : To induce me to accept his Invi- 
tation, he iaid, I ſhould meet with {ome agreeable Pco- 
ple there; and added with a Smile, that fine Wemen 
and good Wine were the beſt Remedies in all Hy po- 
chondriac Calcs, 

1 was fo taken with his Good- humour and eaſy Man- 
ner of Aldre's, rt oliged him to ſtay and dine with 
me, ard, ir de 'edr,-:ting !aſſages he entertain'd 
me w:th, „ C xepaita dane Reliſh to my long 
depraved Arper .- in the Evening we went, as 
he had deſired, tw his Corntry-Houſe, and found ſome 
very good Company cf both Sexes; the Men were per- 
ſectly polite, ard the Ladies far from aukward, as ſome 
People repreſent them ; on the contrary, their Dreſs was 
well-fantied, and their Cenverſation as free from all 
manner of Stiffnels and Aﬀettation, as thoſe at Paris. 

It was this obliging Phyſician, which firſt reconciled 
me to appear in Publick, and give and receive Viſits ; 
but when I had begun to do ſo, my Acquaintance 
ſoon grew pretty exteniive, eſpecially after the Arrival 
cf a young Gentleman, with whom I had been ex- 
tremely intimate; and though a Lorrainer by Birth, 5 
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f finiſh'd his Studies at the fame Academy at Paris as I 
did; and there appear'd ſo great a Parity in our Senti- 
ments, that during his Stay we had been very ſeldom 
a- ſunder. judge how much I was pleaſes to meet ſo 
agreeable a Companion, the many Diverſions in which 
he would always make me a Sharer. It was that chief. 
ly enabled me to ſupport ſo long an Abſence from my 
charming Feanetta; among the many Ladies he brought 
me acquainted with, was Madam De Char, whoſe el- 
deſt Daughter he was paſſionately enamour'd witl—— 
ſhe is, indeed, a moſt amiable young Creature, and has 
ſo great a Reſemblance cf you, that I never look'd up- 
on her, but with Pleaſure mix'd with Pain. 
Saint Alu aſked whether I approved his Choice, aad I 
anſuei'd in Terms, lich very much flatter'd the 
Judgment of this young Lover. In fine, his Ad- 
dreſſes were encouraged, and a ſhort time put kim in ro{- 
ſeſſion of his Wiſnhes. in about a Week after 
their Marriage, the Bridgroom gave a magnificent 
a Ball at his own Houſe, to which moſt of the Nobility 
| and chief Geniry were invited. need nat tell you 
I was nct omitted, after having given you an Account 
of the Intimacy between us indeed, I heartily 
congratulated his good Fortune, as I look'd upon her as 
a Lady of very great Merit, and every way qualified to 
preſerve the Paſſion her Beauty had inſpired ; and went 
that Evening to his Houſe with a Chearfulneſs, which 
Aid not afford the leaſt Preſage of what was to follow ; 
and that a Time ſet a- part for Jollity and good Hu- 
mour, ſhould be the laſt of our Friendſhip, and I much 
fear of his Happineſs, or that of his Lady. 
| Indeed, my dear Jeanciia, I never think on the Ac- 
cidents of this unhappy Night without Trouble, and 
| could gladly be diſpenſed with, from ever mentioning it; 
| but as 'tis probable you may hereafter hear it from others, 
| and, perhaps, related in a Manner very differcnt from 
the Truth, there is a kind of Neceſſity you ſhould know 
t, as it exactly happened. 
This Aﬀair, continued the Marquis, is of ſo delicate 
a Nature, that I know not well how to relate it, nor, 
| indeed, 
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indeed, am well convinced from what Motive the Occ2- 
ſion of it aroſe. =I afſure you my Condition is very 
hard : I am formally accuſed of having violated all the 
Laws of Honour, Hoſpitality and Friend hip 
Appearances are againſt me my Innocence is my 
ſole Defence; ard Nlalice fails not to interpret every 
Thing to my Diſadvantage; before I enter into 
tuis ite Hittory, I therefore conjure you beautifal 
Feanetta, to recollect the former Part of my Behavi- 
our, in order to aſſure yourſelf, that the latter could not 
juſtly incur your Diſpleaſure. 

Theſe Preparations with which the Marquis uſher'd 
in his Story, made me impatient to hear it; and the 
Pains he took to perſuade me to be of his Party, ſeem'd 
to promiſe ſomething extraordinary. I was twenty 
Times about to tell him, that if I was to judge of the 
enſuing Matter, all he ſaid would only give me Reaſon 
to think I ought to paſs Sentence againſt him; but as 
this would have delayed the Satisfaction of my Curioſi - 
ty, I remain'd ſilent, that he might have the Oppor- 
tunity of proſecuting his Diſcourſe, which he did in 
theſe Terms. : 
«» The vait Concourſe of People at this fatal Ball, ſaid 
he, made the Room extremely hot, and _ a little 
tired with Dancing, I quitted it in order to -breathe a 
little of the freſh Air; and alſo to contemplate on my 
adorable Feanetia, who in the Eyes of my Imagination, 
far outſhone all the Beauties of Saint Alu's Circle. 1 
walk'd ſome few Turns in a fine Walk of Jeſſamines 
behind the Houſe, and being about to return to the Com- 
pany, not doubting but by this Time I ſhould be miſs'd 
and enquir* for; I came into the Houſe by a Back- 
Door, which was ſomewhat nearer than the great Gate ; 
in my Return I paſs'd through a Room which had a Bed 
in it, with the Curtains cloſe drawn, prepared, as I af- 
2rwaids heard, for a Perſon who was intended to lie 
there thac Night; as it had not been uſed as a Lodying- 
Room, a great Fire, notwithſtanding the Warmth of 
the Weatlier, was made to air it, which was all the 
Light was in ir. The Change of this Apart- 
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ment, which I had before been well acquainted with un- 
der a different Form, made me ſtop a little to conſider 
it, and that Inſtant I heard the Curtains move a little, 
and a Groan from the Bed: I ſtarted and liſtned, then 
ſaid, who is there? And preſently a Voice, which 
I knew to be that of Madam De Saint Alu, anſwer'd, 
"tis I, my Lord, for Heaven's ſake, come to my Aſſiſ- 
tance, I am fainting away. 
I ran hattily to her, but before I could aſk, or ſhe 
ive me any Account of this ſudden Indiſpoſition, the 
Poor opened, and Saint Alu came in.—He ſtarted back 
at ſeeing us. Heaven ! cry'd he, I am betrayed ! 
Falſe Woman! Perfidious Traitor! This Re- 
proach, and the Occaſion of it, took from me the Pre- 
ſence of Mind requiſite to make an Anſwer, and my 
Silence, I ſuppoſe, confirming him in the Opinion of 
my Guilt, he went on riiling in the moſt bitter Terms 
that Jealoufy could fuggelt. When I had enough 
recover'd my Surprize, as to {peak, it was too late; he 
was not to be appeaſed. and had we not fortunately left 
our Swords in the Ball- Room, one or both had doubtleſs 
fallen a Victim to this Miſunderſtanding. 1 
deavour'd to perſuade him to be ealy that Ni_kt, and 
not expoſe himſelf and me to the Company, who chuld 
not but hear us, offering at the ſame to give him any 
Satis{@Ction, he ſhould require the next x iorning ;— 
but he was deaf to Reaſon, and it ſoon after he ppened 
as J expeted ;S——m—everal Ladies and Ce emen 
came in upon us, and were Witneſſes of a Scene ſuffci— 
ent to give room for - Cenſure =——\ladam De Saint 
Aiu on her Knees, weeping bitterly her Huſband 
ſlorming, myſelf in the utmoſt Contuſion, ———every 
one was ofiicious in attempting to make up this Breach ; 
though it was eaſy to be ſeen, moſt of them had their 
Leal excited by their Curioſity of knowing the Bottom 
of the Affair. Thus was all the Diverſion of the 
Night broke off. 1 retired very much perpiex'd 
in Mind, and I heard afterward, that Saint Al. lonled 
me with the molt opprobious Names his Rage could 
dictate; all was in Confuſion and all che Company 
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broke up, and went to their reſpective Houſes, to judge, 
and talk as they pleaſed on what had happened. 

When this now) unhappy Pair were left alone, the 
ima ginary injured IIuſband, threated to kill his Wife if 
ſhe did not confeſs the whole Truth of what had paſs'd 
between us ;—ſhe terriced beyond Meaſure at his Rage, 
and the dreadful ! mprecations he had made, told him that 
it was ouly a foolih Piece of Superſtition that had given 
him this Cauſe of Jealou!y : You know, ſaid ſhe, 
that my Lord Marquis amuſes himſelf with Cabaliſtical 
Operations, and I permitted him to take off my Gar- 
ters, for a certain Experiment of bringing me good 
Fortune. 

This poor Lady thought herſelf very Politick in fram- 
ing this Story, which, indeed, being a very fooliſh one, 
look'd the more natural; it lucceeded, however, ſo well 
on her tide, as to pacify her Huſband ſo far, as to 
make him conſent to live with her ſtill ; he thought 
her innocent, rang weak; but me he never could for 
give, as believing I muſt have ſome farther Deſign in 
my Head, or 1 would not have propoſed untying a La- 
dy's Garters. 

For my Part, when TI heard tais Story, as I did the 
next Day from ſeveral People, who were acquainted 
both with him and me; I knew not in what manner 
to reply to it, to ſay the Lady had utter'd a Talſity I 
thought would be unmanly ; but never could be able to 
find out why ſhe made ſo frivolous a Pretence, inſtead 
of the real one. 

From this Time I never ſaw Saint Alu, and becauſe 
I would not give any Reaſon for his continued Suſpi- 
cions of me, avoided every Place where his Lady vi- 
fited ; notwithſtanding I am inform'd they lead a very 
ill Life together, and that fe!dom a Day paſſes without 
her ſuffering from his Reproaches. 

Here the 8 gave over ſpeaking, and I reply'd 
with a Seriouſneſs, which I was not able to diſſemble, 
Jam not all ſurprized at the Jealouſy of Saint Alu; 
for how innocent ſoever you might be of any Intention 
to wrong him; I cannot fay, and think I may do fo 
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without being too cenſorious, that his Lady acted a very 
indiſcreet Part. Accidents like this, indeed, might 
poſſibly happen——— a Woman may be taken ſudden- 
ly ill; but then to throw herſelf on a Bed, and 
call for Aſſiſtance from you, when doubtleſs her own 
Servants were in hearing her ſaying no more of 
it afterwards, and the Pretext of having her Garters 
untied, had in it ſomething not quite ſo decent, as one 
ſhould expect from a Woman of ſtrict Virtue. 

My Lover I found had little to offer in Vindication 
of tlie Lady's Conduct; but made ſo many tender Aſſe- 
verations of the Integrity of his own, that I could 
not avoid giving Credit to what he ſaid. He con- 
feſs'd that he was far from blaming the Reſentment of Saint 
Alu; but on the contrary pity'd him fincerely, and 
ſeem'd with me to fear, this would not be the laſt Subje& 
of Complaint he woald have againſt his Wife. 

After this we fell into Diſcourſe of what was more 
material to us both I hinted to him the Diſquiets 
I labour'd under, on Account of the Obligations I had 
to the Count De Saint Fal ; and told him, that I thought 
it weuld be better for me to take Shelter in a Convent, 
notwithſtanding the Averſion I had expreſs'd to it, than 
to be expoſed to Temptations, which I was not certain 
I ſhould be able always to reſiſt. 

The Marquis liſtened to me with great Attention, and 
ſeem'd very penſive, while I continued to repreſent the 
Dangers my Virtue run ; and as a Proof of the Truth of 
what I faid, related to him the Viſit intended me by 
the Duke De the Conſtruction put upon it b 
Mademoiſelle De Gereval, and her Behaviour, as well 
as that of Brochan to me the Day before. Beſides, ad- 
ded I, ſhould your Lordſhip's Father, by any unexpected 
Means happen to diſcover me, I were loſt forever; he 
would infallibly put the Letter de Cachet in Force 
againſt me, and I ſhould be confined for Life, whereas 
by a voluntary Retirement, I avoid all theſe Dangers, 
and ſhall be at Liberty to refle& on what has paſt, and 
wait with Patience my future Fate. 


Having 
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Having mentioned al! that I thought neceſſary on this 
Subject, I was ſilent expecting i.is Reply, which was 
to this Effect, that he was perfectly ſenſible of the Truth 
of what I ſaid, and that ke would conſider ſeriouſly on 
the Affair, and hoped to find ſome Expedient, which I 
ſhould approve of to ward me from all the Dangers [ 


apprehended without going to a Convent. Concluding 


with a moiſt ſolemn Protei.ution, that he was too nearly 


concerned in every thing that regarded my Peace of 
Mind and Reputation, not to be ready to aſhiit me in 
any proper Meaiures for the Preſervation of both. 

We talked near two Hours 1 believe on this Affair, 
without being able to come to any determination; but 
he aſſured me he would not reit, till he had found fome 
method to ſatisfy all my Scruples ; after which he took 
his leave with every Mark of Affection, that could be 


given by the molt paſſionate and faithful Lover, as'jn-. 
deed he was, a long hxperience having now convinced 


me, that in all he faid to me his Tongue never twerved 
from the Dictates of his Heort, 

Je Pleaſure which the Ardency of his Affection af- 
forded me. baniſhed for a linie, all other Emotions from 
my Breait—: grew elevated, and in ipite of al the 
Impediments that lay in my way to ſuch a Station, I 
flattered myſelf with the enchanting Idea of being one 
Day the Nlarchioneſs de L iy After lone 
agreeable Reflections on this Score, 1 bethouglit my ſelf 
of the Letters | had written the Day before to the Nlur— 

uis and Count de Saint Fal, and went to the Place 
where I laid them, intending to read them over, and 


ſee what in theſe violent Emotions of Grief and De fair, 


my poor tormented Heart had dictated; 1 ſearched not 
only where | thought they were, bat alſo in every 
Place where I imagined a poſſibility of finding them; 
but could fee nothing of the Packet: I could not help 
being a little ſurprized and uneaſy at the firit, but aſter- 
wards recollecting, that no body had been in the Room, 
but the Perſons to whom they were dir:Gel, I was 
convinced that one of them mult have coumaitted the 


Robbery, and was not diſplea(ed at it. 
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I wiſh'd indeed that it might prove the Marquis who 


had been the Thief; becauſe in thoſe Letters I had ſo 


lively demonſtrated the Love I had for him, the Terrors 
I was in for his Safety, and the Uneaſineſs I was under at 
being compelled to receive Obligations from any other 
Perſon than himſelf, that I thought it might contribute 
greatly to induce him to provide for me without my 
leeming to deſire it; for as he had talk'd of making me 
his Wife, and had never by any Word or Action given 
me Cauſe to apprehend he had any other Intentions, I 
could receive Favours from him without any of thoſe 
Scruples, which mult naturally ariſe on the Eftets of 
Generolity from Perſons leis intereſted for me. If on 
the contrary the Curioſity of Saint Fal had induced him 
to take them, he would only thereby have found, that 
1 had Gratitude and Honour, without any tenderer 
Sentiments, than what were conſiſtent with the moſt 
inviolable Affection for his amiable Coulin ; therefore 
which ever of them, or both, had ſeen what I wrote at 
a Time when it could not be ſuppoſed, I had the Power 
of diſquiſing my real Thoughts, or any further Intereſt 
in doing ſo, could not but enhance the regard that each 
were already poſſeſt of in my Favour. 

J had not the Pleaſure, however, of having my Cu- 
riofity ſatished ; the next Morning I received a Letter 
from the Marquis containing, as follows : 


To my Souls everlaſting Comfort, the 


dear, the faithful, and moſt adorable 
Teanetta. 


NCESSANT Diſappointments are ſure a Lover's 
Portion, I flattered myſelf with paſſing this Day, and 
many ſucceeding ones with my Charmer, uninterrupted 
by any Fears; but I have now the Mortification to tell her, 
that the Commands of the Marquis de L———V—— 
oblige me to attend him to Paris, where I muſt flay at 
leaſt the remainder of this Ne“ - obey with the 
leſs Reluctance, as I have ſome Afﬀairs to diſpatch there, 
which the Accampliſhment of, will be agreeable to her who 
Vor. II. 1 takes 
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takes up all my Thoughts——————be not therefore impatient | 
for my Returi———be aſſured that in Abſence you are 
ever preſent to my Mind, and that even Sleep takes you not 
a Moment from mc I hawe many Things to fav, but 
Lade not Time for any more than to conjure you ta depend | 


entirely on the Love and Honour of him who never can be 
but in all Events, | 


Dy deareſt JteaAxETT a, 
Tour moſt truly devoted and 
paſſionate Lover, 


De L—V—. | 


Tr would be needleſs to go about making any Deſcrip- 
tion of the Satisſaction this Letter gave me, I ſhall only 9 
ſay it well attoned for this enforced Abſence, and filled 
me with ſo many delightful Contemplations, that to | 
mdulge them, I refolved to ſhut myſelf up in my Apart- | 
ment, till the dear Author of them ſhould return. But 
this was but the determination of an Hour, I could not \ 
refuſe ſeeing the Count de Saint Fal, I owed too much to | 
his Friendſhip and Generofity to deny him the only | 
Reward he propoſed for all his Civilities, that of ſeeing | 
and converſing with me, ſo revoked the Orders 1 had 
iVen. | 
. iadam de Genneval, who was now brought into 
Reaſon, by the Remonſtrances of her Huſband, would 
ſcarce keep an Hour out of my Apartment, endeavouring 
to make me forget her late Behaviour by an Exceſs of | 
Civility, which the ſometimes thought to heighten by i 
the molt fullome Flattery—————s ſhe perceived my | 
Diſpoſition inclined to Gaiety, ſhe propoſed my mak- * 
ing one in a Party of Pleaſure ; ſhe told me one of Mon- : 
ſieur 4e Genneval”s Friends, belonging to the Board of 
Works, had promiſed him a fine Barge, in which we 
were to go up the River Seine. When ſhe made this \ 
Invitation the Count de Saint Fal was preſent, and offer'd x 
to accompany us, ſo that I was too earneſtly preſſed to 
take the Air in this agreeable manner to refule, even had 
| my 
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my Inclinations been averſe, ' which with my ufual 


Sincerity I confeſs were far from being ſo. 

Nothing could be more delightful than this little 
Voyage, Monſieur de Saint Fal ſhewed us the Menagem, 
Mary, and Meudon, and I found ſo much to admire in 
theſe Palaces, that I grew extremely impatient to ſee 
Verſailles, and indeed a Perſon of leſs Curioſity than 
myſelf might well have been deſirous of viewing the 
inſide of a Place, whoſe exterior Beautizs had fo much 
charmed me. 


Aſter this we went into the Park, where were a great 


Number of Nobility waiting to ſee the King, who that : 


Day happened to come pretty late; at length his Majeity 
appeared, and by his Preſence gave a new Luſtre to all 
the illuſtrious Aſſembly. Madam de Genneval made me 
turn my Eyes on a very graceful Perſon, who had his 
continually fixed on me, and who ſhe told me was the 
very Duke who on the Day of my Arrival had de ſired 
leave to viſit me. This gave me ſome Apprehenfions ; I 
deſired not his Acquaintance, and the Probability there 


was, that he would join Company with us to gain an 


Opportunity of ſpeaking to me, made me propoſe going 
home much ſooner than I ſhould otherwiſe have dene; 
my Deſires were too much a Law to thoſe I was amurg 
not to be immediately complied with, and we quitted the 
Place. 

I muſt own 1 was glad to find myſelf again in my own 
Apartment, without being accoſted by a Perſon, whoſe 
Character and Quality might have brought me into Ad- 
ventures, not to the Advantage of my Keputation, 
which together with the freſh Air, gave me ſo good an 
Appetite, that I fat down to a little Repaſt I had ordered 
to be prepared againſt our return, and entertain'd my 
Guelts, which conſiſled of the Count, Monſieur, and 
Madam de Genneval, with as much Chearfulneſs, as thu! 
J had no Lover's Abſence to lament, no incenſed »:eat 
Man in ſearch of me, no Parents who gave me over for 
loſt ; in fine, as if I had nothing at Heart but how to 
divert myſelf, and make my Moments agreeable. Sai: 
Fal was perſectly MODES to ſee me in fo gay a 
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Humour, and ſeemed very loth to depart ; but it growing 
late, and perceiving Monſieur de Gennewal and his Wife 
were preparing to take their leaves, he did ſo too, not 
to injure Decorum, nor give any one the Liberty of 
Cenſure; and indeed I muſt do him the juſtice to ac- 
knowledge, never Lover behaved with more Reſpect to 
a Miſtreſs, as much above him in point of Rank and 
Fortune, as I was in reality his inferior in both, 

The next Day the ſame good Humour remained with 
me, a perfect Indolence, or rather a Forgetfulneſs of all 
that ought to give me Pain poſſeſt me, and even Hopes 
and Fears ſubſided. How eaſily, Alas! are we enchanted 
with a Life of Pleaſure! Madam de Gennewal came into 
me to pay her Compliments, and my Tirewoman, whom 
I had ordered to attend me, cut my Hair, I all the time 
looking in the Glaſs I fancied I looked extremely 
amiable, and being dreſt went into my great Room, which 
affording me a fuller Proſpe& of myſelf, I could not help 
thinking that ſuch a Form as mine might very well be- 
come a Title, and that no body could blame the Mar- 
quis for being deſirous to beſtow upon me that which he 
was born to. I hope my Reader will pardon this Vanity 
in me, which I ſo freely confeſs, and which has coſt me 
much pains to humble. 

After Breakfalt Madam de Gennewal aſked if I would 
accompany her to ſee the King-at Maſs ; and I readily 
accepted the Propoſal, having as I ſaid before a great 
deſire to be a Witneſs of the interior Ornaments of a 
Structure ſo magnificent; beſides, as I believed the old 
Marquis 44 ..- and his Son were both of 
them at Paris, I ran no great hazard of being ſeen by 
any body who knew me. | 

As ſhe told me it was Time to go, I made no heſita- 
tion, but -followed where ſhe led; we paſs'd by the 
Apartments of the Comptroller of the Houſehould, and 
through the little Galleries which lead to the Caſtle. 
] was ſurprized to find we met with very few People, 
nd could not help expreſſing what I thought on this 
Oc uh to Madam de Gennevwal. O, faid ſhe. 
we are not come yet to the Court, your Ladyſhip will 
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ſoon find yourſelf amidſt a number cf Admirers ; for all 
our young Nobility are ſo of every new Face; this 
brought to my mind the Story ſhe had told me of the beau- 
tiful Zyone/e, who at her firſt coming to Verſailles had been 
ſo much followed, and afterwards as much negletted ; 
but I regarded not the little Envy of this Woman, nor 
had much time to refle& upon it, for we preſentiy ar- 
rived at the Prince's Gallery, and thence paſt into the 
Apartments, where I found enough to baniſh all other 
Conſiderations from my Mind———the Magniticence 
of every thing I ſaw————the Height of the Building, 
the long and ſpacious Viſta's which opened themſelves 
to my View which way ſoever I turned my Eyes, and 
vaſt Concourſe of People, put me into ſuch a Conſterna- 
tion, that had not Monſieur de Gennewval, who luckily for 
me happened to be there, and offered me his Hand to 
conduct me the way I was to go, I ſhould have ran I 
know not where. 

Madam De Gennewval perceived the Confuſion I was in, 
and could not forbear laughing, had it not been for 


her Huſband, who reminded her ſhe was not now at- 


Home, I believe ſhe would have rallied me loud enough 
to have been heard by the Courtiers, who indeed took. 
ſufficient Notice of us without; but I ſoon had an Op- 
28 of laughing at her in my turn, and if I had 

n as malicious as herſelf, did not want ſufficient to 
mortify that Vanity which ſhe ſuffered ſometimes to 
ſurmount her Gcod nature. 

I have already faid ſhe pretended to be well known, 
and have a great deal of Interei at Court, an Occaſion 
now ſhew'd how much ſhe deceived others, and perhaps 
alſo herſelf in this Point, by ſaying it ſo often. As we 
were walking, the Doors flew open, and the King aps 
peared with the Cardinal going to & laſs —eve:y bo.y 
followed, and we among the relt—\alam De Gmc vl, 
with an Air of Familiarity, and an Aflurance of being 
admitted, ſcratch'd at the Chappel-Door, which a Cen- 
tinel immediately open'd half way, and fuid there vas 
ng Rom She told him her Name, and inſthed 
on a right of Entrance; but ke clapt the Door upon her 

3 as 


> — — 


54 The Virtuous Villager; or, 


as a Perſon of no Conſequence She was ready to 
burſt with Spite, and ventured to ſcratch again, but he 
cry'd I have already told you, Madam, you can't come 
in pray do not be troubleiome with theſe 
Words he was going to ſhut the Door again, when I ad- 
vanced ; and whatever was the meaning, | know not, but 
he ſtretch'd out his Hand, and at the ſame Timecryed to 
her, pray, Madam, make Room—n this I came nearer, 
and he let me in with a low Bow, and the poor mortified 
Woman, was obliged to {ay ſhe belony'd to me, in order 
to get Admittance: But this was not the only Vexation 
ſhe endured — there was hut one Place left upon the 
Forms, which was given to me, and ſhe was oblig'd to 
!tand the whole Time - offer'd her my Place, in- 
deed, but ſhe would not accepr it, telling me that People 
uied no Ceremony in the King's Preſence. 

During the Time of divine Service, I caſt my Eyes 
about, and was charm'd to behold with what Piety the 
Nobility in general attended the Prayers——noWhiſ- 
pering——no ridiculous Civilities to each other 
each ſeem'd collected in himſelf, and wholly taken up 
with heavenly Ideas, but I have fince found, that all this 
was but in imitation of their royal Maſter, who was no 
leſs diſtinguiſhable by the Fervency of his Devotion, 
than by that Air of Greatneſs, which is inſeparable from 
him. 

Maſs being over, I was ſo taken up with admiring the 
many curious Objects, that preſented themſelves to me in 
this fine Chappel, that I believe I ſhould have remain'd 
there till every body was gone out, if a Hand taking 
hold of mine, had not reminded me it was time to go out 
I thought it was Madam De Gennewval, and an- 
fwered without turning about, when preſently ſhe gave 
me a Pull by the Sleeve, and faid———— Madam, I 
beg your Ladyſhip will reply to my Lord Marquis 
theſe Words made me indeed recover from my Reſvery 
of Admiration, and I immediately ſaw it was the Fa- 
ther of my Lover, who was ſtanding cloſe to me 
never ſhall I forget the Confuſion of this Moment 


to find the Perſon I had ſo much Cauſe to dread, and way 


" 
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T believed at Paris, was ſtill at Verſaillss, and ſo near 
me, gave a univerſal 'Trembling to my whole Frame, and 
] was once or twice ready to fink. 

Fortune, Madam, ſaid he, more favourable than you 
tomy Wiſhes, has once more brought me to the Sight of 
a Lady, whoſe Charms are too deeply engraven in my 
Mind, not to be eaſily recollected; and tho' you were 
cruel enough, to diſappoint the Endeavours, I would have 
made to render myſelf worthy of your Acquaintance, 
when I ſaw you before, it ſhall not now be in your 
power, to hinder me from doing you all the Services your 
Merit demands. | 

As much as I ſtrove to conceal the Trouble I was in, 
the ſecret Emotions of my Soul could not eſcape his Pene- 
tration what is the meaning of all this, Madam ? 
cried he, is my Preſence always to give you Pain: 
for Heaven's ſake, inform me what private Reaſons oc- 
caſion my being ſo unfortunate. In ſpeaking this he 
look'd me full in the Face, as tho' he expected a ſincerer 
Anſwer from my Eyes than Tongue. 1 was ſo confounded 
that I knew not what I ſhould have ſaid, but Madam 
De Genneval whoſe talkative Humour was at this i'ime 
of Service to me, prevented my replying, by ſaying, O! 
her Ladyſhip can have no Reaſons for avoidin fach a 
Perſon as the Marquis De ., any — 
would think it an Honour to be taken Notice ot by ſo 
polite a Nobleman. I am infinitely obliged to you, Ma- 
dam, anſwered he, and ſhall be yet more ſo, if you can 
prevail on this beautiful Creature to think as you do. 

In this Inſtant a Perſon who ſeem'd to be of great Diſ- 
tinction, by the Reſpe& every one paid him as he paſs'd, 


came up, and whiſper'd ſomething to the Marquis, 


on which he left us with a low Bow, and accompanied 
the Courtier. 

Every one may imagine how glad I was to he eas'd of 
his Preſence, though I had no room to hope where I 
lived would now be a Secret to him; I preſently caſt 
about in my Mind for Means of eſcaping, and knew 
very well the Count would aſſiſt me in it, as ſoon as he 
ſhouid be told of this Adventure, I was ſtrangely ſur- 
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rid alfo, when I reſiected on the the young Marquis's 
Letter; and as I found the Journey to Pa- is had been put 
oft, had a richt to be alarm'd at his not having acquainted 
we with the Motive, either by Viſit or Meſlage.-—I was 
o bury'd in theſe Contemplations, that inſtead of turn- 
ing towards Home, as I leſt the Chappel, I wander'd 
back toward the Royal Apartments ; and know not how 
tar my unwary Feet might have tranſgreſs'd, if Madam 
De Gennewval, who as I found afterward, had been all this 
time talking to me, without my obſerving her, had not 
taken me by the Arm, and afk'd me if I intended to ſtay 
all Day at Court. On this 1 perceived the Error, which 
my hurry of Spirits had made me guilty of ; and having 
turn'd back was amazed to find, what a Progreſs I had 
"nace through the Apartments. I now follow'd 
er with as much hafte as I could, and finding Chairs at 
tue Bottom of the Stairs, threw myſelf into one, and 
directed where to be carry'd; as they were moving me 
of, I heard a Voice cry out, run run and beg 
her to ſtay ; Madam De Gernewal, who heard it as well 
as I, ſtopp'd the Cbair, and told me the ſame Noble- 
man, who had accoſted me with ſo much Civility in the 
Chappel, was coming down the great Stairs, and deſired 
to ſpeak with me,—— What will now become of 
me !————3ll my Fears redoubled I doubted 
not but I was difcover'd, or at leaſt ſtrongly ſuſpected 
for the Perſon I really was. — I had not power to ſpeak, 
even to invoke Heaven's Aſſiſtance, in fo perilous a 
Juncture In the midſt of my Terrors, the old 
Marquis came to the fide of the Chair; I muſt not ſuf- 
fer you, Madam, faid he, without taking Notice of 
my Confuſion, to make uſe of that Chair : Mine 
is here, and will better become you. He ended theſe 
Werds with taking hold of my Hand in order to oblige 
me to remove; I might have made ſome Excuſes, but 
all my Preſence of Mind forſook me, and | made the 


Exchange without being able to utter one Word. Ard 


he continued, you will now, Madam, go Home with 
more Eaſe, and after Dinner I will beg leave to viſit 
you; I refizQ with Pleaſure on the happy Mo- 

ments 


j 
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ments I paſt, when I had the good Fortune to meet you 
on the Road, and have ever fince languiſh'd for a Repe- 
tition of them you were then pleas'd to expreſs 
no Diſlike to the Converſation of Perſcns of my Age, 
and I hope you are ſtill in the ſam? Mind. 

Doubtleſs the manner in which I now dehav'd, would 
have made him think I was very ill bred, had he not 
had ſecret Reaſons not to be aſtoniſh'd at it with 
a great deal of Difficulty, however, and a faultring 
Voice, I at laſt forced myſelf to thank him for his Ci- 
vilities, and to tell him that I ſhould think myſelf ho- 
nour'd with his Viſit. 

The Chair moved off as I had ſpoke ; but afterwards 
putting out my Head and looking back, I perceived he 
was talking with Madam De Genneval, and that they 
ſeem'd very earneſt in Diſcourſe; if any thing could have 
added to my former Shock this certainly would ; for I had 
all the Reaſon in the World to believe, from the Humour 
of this Woman, that ſhe would mention the Count De 
Saint Fal, as the Perſon who took the Lodgings for me ; 
and alſo the Encounter which had been between him 
and the young Marquis, which if he were not already 
convinced I was eanetta, would infallibly make him 
ſo; theſe dreadful Ideas accompanied me Home, 
and I would have given the World, to have found either 
the Count or Marquis there at my Return, but was told 
neither of them had been to aſk for me; but in ſpite of 
this vexatious Accident, and the Cares which ſurrounded 
me, I found ſome Satisfaction in receiving a Letter from 
my dear unfortunate Friend Saint Agne. l broke 
it open with an Impatience anſwerable to the Lo 1 


had for her, and read theſe Lines. 
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To my faithfully beloved, and faithfully 
loving Friend, the beautiful Jeauelta. 


Dear and amiable Companion, 


22 valued myſelf ſo much on any Thing, as the Choice 
I made of you to be the Partner of my boſom Secret. 
I thought from the firſt Moment I jaw you, that you 
were à Soul wholly compoſed of Generoſity, but I have 
the happy Experience that what I felt for you was not a 
partial Liking, but the reſult of a true Diſcernment 
How unhappy ſhould I hawe been had I found myſelf de- 
ceived! And how tranſported am I to be aſcertained of 
the contrary———Yes, my dear Jeanetta, I am no leſs 
pleaſed with your Sircerity, than 1 am with the Effect. of 
11. — the lovely Lindamine gave me the Proofs of your 
continued Friendſhip, the ven Day ſhe arrived, and 1 
have now thoſe of the Conſlancy of my dear Huſband—— 
your hind Endeavours have kad the wiſhed Succeſs 
my Letters reached the Hand of Melicourt, and I have 
received an Anſwer from him, that he wwill be quith me 
wvery ſhortly, to convince me that bis Apectian is unalterable 
I ſhould' have wrote to inform you of this, the very 
Aloment I knew it myſelf, but till I had the favour of 
yours, I was ignorant bow to direct you——— As ſoon as 
Melicourt arrives I hall tell him to whom, and by what 
means I had the Opportunity of acquaiuting him his faith- 
ul Wife was flill in being, and that 1 am certain will 
readily induce him to wait on vou at Verſailles, and give 
you all the Particulars of what wwe have to hope or fear ; 
for, my dear Jeannetta, my Fate is yet in the Balance 
Hoco it will be determined Heaven only knows -% 
this one Thing Jan certain of, that if I am condemned to 
end my Days in a Convent they will be but few 
Sqweeten therefore the bitter Moments of Anxiety by your 
endearing Letters, I beſeech you-——Yeu, alas ! know but 
too well the Diſtraions of Suſygenſe, not to pity mine, 
and afford me all the Conſolation in your Power, while 


this 
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this terrible Situation continues, Lindamine, whom 7 
have now made acquainted with your _—_— and who 
has the greateſt Tenderneſs for you, diſires the ſame Favour, 
her Treatment here is ſuch as her Merit demands 
from all who know her, and every Body contributes all 
they can to diſſipate her Melancholly, tho after all I find 
ſhe receives the moſt Conſolation in her own Picty, and 
fure never Woman was poſſeſt of more As of Dewo- 
tion———nay of Mortification, I mean what to others 
avould be fo, are to her à Pleaſure——and ſpe ſeems 
better ſatisfied with a Faſt Day, than ſome of us are with 
a Feſtival In fine, the whole Convent are in 
Raptures with her Virtue, a convincing Proof of which 
Jhe has given in reſiſting a beloved Lover, ſuch as 
Bellizay. By ſome means he found out her Retreat, and 
committed numberleſ; Extravagancies with the hope of 
prevailing on her to return into the World. 

The Ralhneſs of his ungoverned Paſſion found ſome 
Excuſe among thoſe of us who have not forgot to love, 
but the others were ſo much incenſed, that had he not re- 
tired on the Remonſtrances of a neighbouring Convent, 
whoſe Superior is ſome way allied to him, I know not 
what Complaints might not have been made againſt him 
in the Ecclefiaflick Courts, His Deſpair was ſuch as 
greatly affefted the fair Cauſe of it ; but by her admirable 
Senſe and Reſolution, ſhe ſurmounted this ſevereſt Trial 
our Sex can undergo—————Would I were capable of imi- 
tating her Example but "tis in vain to attempt it. 
Adieu, my dear, dear Jeanetta, I expect to hear 
From you with an Impatience, which can be equalled by no- 
thing but the Aﬀfettion that occaſims it, and which ail 
never grow cooler, while there is vital Heat in the 


Boſom of her, wwho is, 


With the moſt perſe# Sincerity and Zeal, 


Sabect JEANETTA, 
Yeur devoted Friend, 
SAINT AGNSES. 
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P. S. If you would bind me yeurs more than I am 
already, omit not giving me an exact Account of every parti- 
cular relating to your Affairs ; as, I truſt in Heaven, Me- 
licourt, vill foortly do of mine to you Once more farc- 
ae. 


L read this Letter over and over with a ſatisfaction 
which only a true Friendſhip is capable of inſpiring — 
it was indeed ſo great, that while thus employed, | felt 
not my own Cares, and for a time ſorgot the Dangers 
I was in my Apprel enſions might perhaps have 
had a longer Truce, but for Madam de Gennewal, who 
came in and revived them all. 

How reſerved you were, faid ſhe, not toown you 
had any Acquaintance with the Marquis de L V. 
it ſeems he knows you very well. He may do fo, 
anſwered I, diſſembling my Confuſion, but then his 
Lordſhip has the Advantage of me, for till you told 
me J was ignorant of his Name. How, reſumed ſhe, 
with an Air of Surprize, did he not meet you at a Village 
as you were proſecuting your Journey to Fer /ailles. 
Yes, faid I, perceiving he had acquainted her with this 
Particular ; but he might have told you that it was but 
by Accident, and that we ſaw each other but for a ſhort 
time. Ah, Madam, reſumed ſhe, he ſaid that to avoid his 
Inquiries you quitted the Inn before Day-break 
ſo his Curioſity remaining unſatisfied, I ſuppoſe occa- 
ſioned his aſking me a great many Queſtions 
but really, Madam, purſued ſhe, your Ladyſhip has 
been ſo very reſerved to me, that I was able to give but 
an imperfe& Account of any thing relating to you, and 
was obliged to content myſelf with aſſuring him, that lie 
had no Reaſon to doubt of being informed of all he de- 
ſired to know from yourſelf. 

My Aunt Barbera was then ſerving up Dinner ; 
which broke off a Converſation wholly diſagreeable to 
me, Madam de Genzeval retired and I fat down to Table, 
tho' any one may believe with little inclination to eat— 
Never was Diſtraction of Mind greater than mine was 

at 
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at this Time I am now at Liberty, ſaid I to my - 
ſelf, am attended, am Miſtreſs of my own Table; but 
Heaven only knows in what manner I may be ſerved to- 
morrow, or where diſpoſed ;—perhaps inſulted, upbraided . 
both for what I am, and what 1 am not guilty of, by the 
inexorable old Marquis, who now but counterfeits a Com- 
plaiſance to make the Indignities he deſigns to offer me 
more grievous——O, where is his Son? ſhall 1 
never ſee him more what can have hindred him 
from letting me know the Journey to Paris was put off, 

and where Saint Fal; am I abandoned both by 
Friend and Lover, at a Time when more than cver I 
itand in need of their Advice and Aſſiſtance? 

Theſe terrible Reflections kept me from knowing even 
that I was at Table; but my poor Barbara with a great 
deal of Tenderneſs, and as much good Manners as ſhe 
was Miſtreſs of, reminded me, and begg'd I would at 
leaſt taſte of what ſhe had provided to get rid of 
her Importunities I forced myſelf to ſwallow ſomething, 
and telling her I ſhould perhaps have a better Appetite 
at Night, ſhe took away the Cloath, and I withdrew 
to my Cloſet, and ſhut myſelf in, that I might give myſelf 
up to Tears and Complainings. 


The Endof the SEVENTH PART. 
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VIR TUOUS VILLAGER, 
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VIRGIN's VICTORY. 


— — 


PART. VIII. 


> BELIEVE there are none of my 
Readers, but will allow I had ſuffi- 
cient Cauſe for Apprehenſions, yet 
after 2 given Vent to my Sor- 
21 rows, I did not, however, give my- 
'} 2 elf over for loſt. Happy are 

— wdiey whoſe Misfortunes happen in 
their Vouth, when Nature is in perfect Vigour, it 


* * 
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throws off all Ills as well of Mind as Body, without 
any other Aſſiſtance than its own; and if a ſmall. 
thing depreſſes for a Moment, a ſmaller yet elates.—— 
I am very certain that now, though I am not old, I 


could not ſeel the Weight of any one of the * 
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leſs Vexations, which are the Subject of theſe Memoirs, 
without ſinking under it. But to return 

I began now to flatter myſelf, that my Fears had 
painted the Danger of the old Marquis's Acquaintance 
with me, in Colours ſtronger than the reality 
reflected that he could not be certain, I was that 
Feanetta whom he ſo much hated ; that at the. worſt he 
could but have entertain'd a bare Suſpicion of it; and 


that the beſt Step I could take in ſo nice a JunQure, . 
was to behave in a Manner which ſhould take away all 


Probability, I was the Perſon he was in ſearch of. 


While this dwelt in my Thoughts, I endeavour'd to 


aſſume a Serenity of Countenance, that I might receive 


him when he came with a Politeneſs and Chearfulneſs, . 


that ſhould appear wholly unconcern'd ; I was juſt about 


ſettling myſelf to act this Part, when it came into my 
Head; that there was a Poſſibility his Son might come 
while he was with me, and that to ſee him there, 
would infallibly confirm his Suſpicions. This Conſide- 


rations brought back all the Anxieties I had fo lately 
baniſh'd, and the Terrors of ſuch a Meeting, put me 
upon contriving Means to prevent it all that I 


could think on was to write immediately to the young 


Marquis, acquaint him with what had happened to me, 


and deſire him, if he deſign'd to ſee me that Day, to 


retard his Viſit till _ late at Night. 
After fixing on this, I was not long in putting it in 
Execution, my time would not permit me to write 


much, but what I ſaid was to the Purpoſe ; but having 


finiſh'd my Letter, a new Difficulty ſtarted up, whic 
was how to get it deliver'd ; Barbara I knew was faith- 
ful, but then I ſhould run no leſs Hazard by her Sim- 
plicity than I ſhould have done by the Treachery of 
another, ſo reſoly'd to truſt no- body to be the Meſſen- 
ger but myſelf. 

I therefore order'd a Chair, but having never heard 
where] my dear Marquis lodg'd, I aſk'd the Men, if 
they knew the Marquis De L V. who told 


me they did, and would carry me thither. I bid them 
ſtop at the Door, and ſent in him that ſeemed the moſt 


proper 
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proper of the two to deliver a Meſſage, with my Letter, 
itrictly charging him to give it into his own Hand; but 
the Agitation I was in, made me forget the moſt impor- 
tant Precaution, nor had I time to reflect I had done 
amils, before the Fellow return'd, and told me, that my 
Lord Marquis was at Table ; but one of his Men was gone 
in to acquaint him. As I had no Defign of ſpeaking to 
him inf publick a Place, where I ſaw Servants con- 
tinually hurrying backward and forward, 1 bid the 
Chairman go in again, and ſend my Letter up, and 
then return and carry me Home. He was juſt 
going to obey me when I ſaw Dubois, on which I 
inatch'd it out of his Hand, and call'd that Valet to 
me. Never was any Surprize _ to his, at the Sight 
of me. He look'd ſtedfaſtly on me for ſome 
Moments without being able to ſpeak, and I believe the 
great difference of my Dreſs, from that I wore when he 
lait ſaw me, join'd to meeting me in a Place, where of 
all the World he could leaſt have expected I ſhould 
come, made him at firſt a little doubtful if it were me, 
or ſome one wlio reſembled me that called to him. 
My ſpeaking a ſecond time, however, aſſured him of 
the Truth, and as I held the Letter to him, Ah, Ma- 
dam! cry'd he, what is the meaning of this ?- tO 
what Dangers do you expoſe yourlſelf- how hap- 
pens it that you thus run an your Deſtruction? 
My Maſter is at Paris, and if it be him you want, as 
without all Queſtion it is, ſome Accident or other has de- 
ceiv'd you QC the old Marquis lodges here, and all 
is diſcover'd if you appear. O Heaven! ſaid I, what 
is it I hear you may be certain, indeed, that I 
never deſign d my Letter for him. Fly then immedi- 
ately, reſumed he, for my old Maſter will be here this 
Minute———he has been told a handſome Lady waits 
for him, and he has too much Complaiſance for all who 
are ſo, to make you ſtay long I tremble for fear. 


he ſhould come before you are gone 
On this I called out to be carry'd Home, but one of 
the Chairman, imagining I ſhould ſtay, was out of the 
way ; the Terror 1 was in, made me order the other 
_ to 
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to open the Door, chuſing rather to walk to my Lodg- 
ing, than be catch'd in this Viſit by the Marquis ; but 
the Fellow, rather than loſe his Fare, would needs ran 
and ſearch for his Partner, ſo that his Obſtinacy took: 
from me the power of making my Eſcape ; Dubois be- 
ing called away as ſoon as he done Young to me. 

In fine, my Lord Marquis accompanied by the Duke 
De „the ſame who had been to viſit me, and 
was refuſed by Madam De Geneval, and ſeveral other 
Noblemen, came into the Hall, and my Chairmen be- 
ing order'd to carry me in, I was compell'd to intro- 
duce myſelf to all this Company. The Marquis -no 
ſooner ſaw me, than with an Air of Satisſaction 
good God! Madam! cry'd he, why have you done me 
the Honour to prevent a Viſit I ought to have made be- 


fore, and which nothing but the good Company you ſce 


here could have retarded: As he ſpoke theſe Words he 
took me out of the Chair, and I ſuffered him to lead 
me up Stairs with a Conſternation, which it is utterly 
im poſſible to expreſs. 

When I reflected on what the Marquis muſt think, 
to find a Woman who had taken ſo much Pains to fly 
from him on the Road, and who had hetrayed ſo viſible 
a Confuſion at ſeeing him in the Morning, now come 
to ſeek him in his own Houſe, and teſlify an Impa- 
tience at meeting him again, I was ready to fink 
every Step without doubt, thought I, if he does 
not know me fer FJeanetta, and by that Knowledge 
122 into the Cauſe of my being here; he muſt 
ook upon me as a very bold ard alſo ignorant Creature, 
and, indeed, in ſpite of the Apprehenſions I was in 
on his Account, I had ſuch a Reſpe& for him, that to 
ſuffer in his Opinion was almoſt as dreadful ro me, as 
all that could have happened on my Diſcovery. 

As we paſs'd through a Gallery that led to the Mar- 
quis's Drawing-Room ; Dubois placed himſelf in my 
Way, and put his Finger on his Mouth as a Signal to 
me, that whatever Queſtions I ſhould be aſk'd to con- 
feſs nothing: Ard I think this Valet's Caution inſpired me 
both with Prudence and Aſſurance ; for by the time we 
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were got into Room, I had recollected how to behave, 
and fo well diſſembled the ſecret Confuſion I was in, 
that I believe it was not at all viſible in my Countenance. 
As ſoon as we were ſeated, if I had known who you 
were, my Lord, ſaid I, addreſſing myſelf to the Father 
of my Lover, I ſhould not have omitted waiting on 
you the Moment I arrived at Ve /ailles, with my gratc- 
ful Acknowledgments, for the kind Concern you weie 
pleaſed to expreſs for my Illneſs, when Chance gave me 
the Honour of meeting your Lordſhip at the Village. 
O! Madam! reply'd he, when Beauty and Nerit ſuch 
as yours ſuffers, it becomes a general Concern, and I 
am very certain no Man in my Place, but muſt have 
been ſenſibly touch'd at your Indiſpoſition ; all that I can 
ſay is, that none could be more ſo than myſelf, though 
in ſome, perhaps, it might ariſe from different Motives. 
I was then at a Loſs to comprehend the meaning of 
theſe laſt Words, though afterwards I found the Enig- 
ma ſolv'd in a manner, which at that Time was far from 
my Imagination, 

All the Company added to the Compliments made 
me by the Marquis, and I was praiſed in a Faſhion ſo 
flattering to my Vanity, that all the Trouble of Mind 
I was fo lately in, vaniſh'd by , and I fat with 
all the Indolence and Unconcern of a Perſon who had 
nothing to think on, but how to make herſelf admired. 
Inn fine, I appear'd ſo gay, ſo chearful, and an- 
ſwer'd the polite things ſaid to me, in ſo eaſy and un- 
affected a manner, as charm'd the whole Aſſembly. The 
Duke De—————aſked me if it were in his power to be 
any way ſerviceable to me at Court; on which I an- 
ſwer'd according to the Story Saint Fal had framed for 
me, that I did not doubt but I ſhould have Occaſion for 
Advocates in the Affair which brought me to Verſailles. 
I told him, that my deceas'd Huſband had ſpent 


a handſome Fortune in the Service of his Country; and 
that I had ſome hope of being thought worthy of a Pen- 
ſion ſufficient to ſupport me in a Monaſtery, where I 
deſign'd to paſs the Remainder of my Days. I had no 
ſooner mention'd a Monaſtery, than the old Marquis 


and 
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and all preſent exclaim'd againſt my taking ſuch a Re- 
ſolution. Every one offer'd me his Intereſt for the 
Succeſs of my Suit; but ſaid it ſhould be on Condition I 
would baniſh all Thoughts of ſhutting myſelf up; and. 
each ſeem'd to vie with the other, which ſhould ſay. thꝭ 
fineſt things to me on this Occaſion: Indeed, for a young 
Perſon, born as I was, to be treated in this Faſhion, by 
Perſons who next to the Princes of the Blood Royal, 
were of the greateſt Quality in the Kingdom, was al- 
molt enough to make the Brain grow giddy. It was 
happy for me, that none of them thought of aſking in 
what Regiment my Huſband had been; for had that 
Queſtion been put to me, I ſhould have been extremely 
at a Loſs what to have ſaid, the Count De Saint Fal, 
not thinking of my ever being in ſuch a puzzling Cir- 
cumſtance, having forgot to give me any Inſtructions on | 
that Article ; but this not happening, I came off very i4 
well in a Converſation, which it was a thouſand to one 
| had not involy'd me in the greateſt Confuſion. 

Aſter about an Hour's ſtay, I roſe in order to take | | 

my leave; but the Marquis ** me to ſit down a- | 
| 


gain, telling me he could not reſolve to loſe me ſo ſoon, 

and that he had ſomething to propoſe to. me, which I 

muſt not refuſe to grant him. There is a Play to- 

night, Madam, faid he, which, perhaps, you have 

not ſeen : It is called Ipbigenia, and is a Piece much ce- | 

lebrated : As it pleaſes all the World, I doubt not but it 
' 


will be an agreeable Amuſement to you, ſo beg you will 
favour us with your Company, as we all intend to go. 
I endeavour'd to excule myſelf as being a Widow, in 
which State I ſaid, I look'd upon it as a Breach of De- | 
corum to appear at any publick Diverſion ; but this over 
Nicety as they term'd it, only ſerved to make them = 
laugh, they told me that my Dreſs denoted the time al- | 
lotted for Mourning was over, and befides I was not 
known, or if I were, we did not live in a Nation ſcru- 
pulous about T'rifles: Nay, ſaid a young Nobleman, as. 
you intend to ſollicite the Court for a Penſion it would 
be highly proper you ſhould be ſeen, that it may be 
own 
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{known how very much you merit all the Favour that 
can be ſhewn you. | 

Certainly, added the Duke De and IL will 
take upon me to declare even before his Majeſty, that 
a Widow diſtinguiſh'd by ſo many Charms ought not to 
be retuſed. I will become your Sollicitor to- 
morrow, added he, and if I do not obtain in three 
Days Time a Grant of your Petition, I will be con- 
tent to ſuffer the greateſt of all Puniſhments, that of 
being baniſh'd from your Sight forever. 

This was ſpoke with an Air fo paſſionate and tender, 
as made all the Company immediately give him to me 
for a Lover, and many gay ard witty things were 
ſaid on the Occaſion; on which I quitted my Seat a 
ſecond Time, and told them I mult beg leave to go 
Home ; for it would be highly improper for me to be 
ſeen at the Theatre, without another in Company of 
my own Sex. I foreſaw this Objection, cry'd the Mar- 
quis De L JV. haſtily, and have therefore 
ſent my Chair for the Lady you live with, I know 
her very well, and that ſhe will be tranſported at the 
Honour of accompanying you and thus, Ma- 
dam, continued he, re- placing me with great Re- 
ſpect, all the Difficulties you can poſſibly raiſe are now 
removed. 

How could I anſwer to ſuch polite and preſſing Entrea - 
ties, but with Aſſent, and that being granted, there re- 
mains yet one thing to be agreed on, cried the Marquis, 
and that is, who ſhall uſher theſe Ladies to the Play 
I am too far advanc'd in Years to acquit myſelf of that 
Piece of Gallantry with any tolerable Addreſs, beſides 
it is the Time of my waiting, and ſhall be too near the 
King's Perſon to doit. All that were preſent then made 
an Offer of their Service, and ſaid they ſhould think them- 
ſelves highly honour'd to be ſo employ'd ; but the Duke 

e on Account of his Quality, was tte Perſon 
pitch'd upon by the Marquis De LF. ; who 


thank'd him for the Diſtinction, and ſaid he would ſend 
to the Exempt on Guard, to provide us Places. No,. 
replied the Marquis, your Grace ſhall be ſpared that 

Trouble 
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Trouble I have here Dubois, the notable Agent of 
my Son's Amours, he ſhall go, as a Perſon very intelligent 
in the Service of the Ladies. Theſe Words, and the 
ironical Tone they were pronounced with, put me into 
ſuch a Confuſion, as I then wonder'd the Speaker did 
not obſerve ; but alas ! he knew better then I did how 
to diſſemble his Thoughts, and ſeem'd not to examine 
me in that Moment. And the other Noblemen doubt- 
leſs attributed my Bluſhes to my Modeſty, and indeed the 
Flatteries they beſtowed upon me were ſufficient to coun- 
tenance that Opinion. 

Dubois having been called for, came into the Room, 
with a certain 'I'1midity in his Air, the Meaning of which 
I could very eaſily comprehend : He doubtleſs thought 
the Marquis had diſcovered me, and that he was ſummon'd 
in order to anſwer to what ſhould be aſk'd him, con- 
cerning the Intercourſe between his Maſter and I, but 
the Cloud upon his Brow immediately vaniſh'd, when he 
found us all in Good-Humour the Command given 
him however by the Marquis, of procuring convenient 
Places at the Theatre, ſeem'd to renew his Aſtoniſhment, 
and he appear'd ſo itupid, that he was oblig'd to repeat 
the Meſſage twice over before he well underſtood 
to hear indeed that I was going tothe Play, on the In- 
vitation of the old Marquis, was indeed matter enough 
for his Surpriſe, and I could not help imiling to mytelf 
at the Perplexity he was in. 

Madam De Gennewal came in that Inſtant, and her 
ſo ſeaſonable Arrival, turning the Eyes of the whole Com- 
pany upon her, prevented any one from taking Notice 
either of Dubois or me. 

By what I had ſeen of this Lady, and the Experience 
I had of her Volubility, I imagined ſhe: would now be a 
E relief to me, in this Converſation: I doubted not 

ut ſhe was able to anſwer tlie whole Company round, 
but how much are we deceiv'd by Appearances, I then 
firſt found what I have ſince a thouſand Times obſerved, 
that thoſe who ſeem to have moſt Wit among People of 
their own Rank , are moſt at a loſs when they come be- 
fore their Superiors Never did any thing appear 


more 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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more ridiculous than ſhe did, by aiming at ſeeming par- 
ticularly well bred ; it might perhaps afford ſome Diver- 
ſion to my Readers, if I made a Deſcription of the Pains 
ſhe took to be thought a fine Lady, but it is a Piece of 
Ill-nature I cannot allow myfelf, tho' at the ſame Time 
I find a Temptation to do it. 

The Marquis De L V———— mingled but little 
in the Conſervation the reit of the Company held with 
her, but kept his Eyes fix'd on me, with an Attention 
which renew'd my Fears, and made me imagine he was 
forming ſome Contrivance with Regard to me, | remem- 
bered what he faid at the Inn, while he believed I was 
in a Swoon, that he had infallible Means of diſcovering 


who I was, and was almoſt certain in my Mind, that 


he had not deceiv'd himſelf with a vain Conjecture; I 
was the more confirm'd in this Apprehenſion, as he never 
mentioned one Word to me concerning the Diſcourſe we 
then had together, and as I had often been told, he was 
a Man not only of the greateſt Penetration, but Reſer- 
vedneſs alſo, it ſeem'd to me as if he had ſecret Reaſons, 
for acting in the Manner he now did. 

Theſe Conſiderations made me a thouſand Times in 
a Minute repent that I had conſented to go to the Play, 
the Dangers I ran by it, repreſented themſelves 
now to me in the moſt glaring Colour I knew 
not but the young Marquis might even return that very 
Day to FYer/ailles, might come to the Theatre, and if 
ſo, how impoſſible would it be, I thought to myſelf, for 
either of us to contain the ſecret Emotions of our Souls, 
from being ſo far vifible in our Faces, as not to make a 
Diicovery of the Truth, even tho' it yet remained a 
Myltery : But the matter was now too far gone, and 
it was impoſſible to avoid whatever Deſtiny attended. 

Dubois being returned, with an Account that the E x- 
empt would * care of our Places, the Duke preſented 
me his Hand to lead me down Stairs, the Marquis walk'd 
on the other Side of me, and Madam De Gennewal fol- 
lowed, led by a young Count. You will make a great 
many Conquelts, to-night, J am ſure, Madam, ſaid the 
Marquis ; but r:member, that, tho' a thouſand ſhould 
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fall Victims to your Eyes, you are already in Poſſeſſion 
of a Heart, no leſs devoted to yuur Virtue, than your 
Beauty, and that a conſtant Perſeverance in Love and 
Reipect can alone merit your Return. 

I am infinitely oblig'd to your Lordſhip, anſwered I, 
for ſo kind a Caution, but am in little Danger of recei- 
ving any Impreſſions of the ſort you mean. A Time 
will come, reſumed he, or I am much deceived, when 
you will find you have indeed Reaſon to think 1 am your 
Friend in this Advice; but as to Love, Merit, Conltancy, 
they are Points on which I beg leave to have a little 
Diſcourſe with you after the Play is over. I have much 
to ſay to you on theſe Subjects, and do aſſure you, I have 
{ome Uneaſineſſes for you on more than one Account. 

What could I think of this Diſcourſe ? it ſeem'd to 
contain an Enigma, which the more I endeavour'd to pe- 
netrate, grew but the more obſcure fain would [ 
have replyed, but knew not in what Manner, nor durlt 
aſk an Explanation, for fear of rendring myielf ſuſpected. 

He ſaid many more things to me, equally ambi- 
guous, but the Duke De who took them all 
as Gallantry, ſtill taking up the Word as the other leſt 
off, ſaved me the Neceſſity of replying. When we 
reach'd the Hall we found Chairs there ready to receive 
us: I was put into that which ſeem'd the gayeit, and 
which I afterward heard belong'd to the young Marquis, 
and Madam De Genneval, into that of the old Xlarquis. 
Soon after we had left the Houſe, De, who had waited 
in the Street for that Purpoſe, came running up to the 
ſide of the Chair, and fa:d to me in a low Voice; for 
Heaven's ſake, Madam, how came you thus to throw 
yourſelf into the Acquaintance of our crafty Lord 
vou will ſtand in need of all your Wit to pass long 

upon him, for what I perceive you pretend to be. 1 

then gave him a brief Account of the Accident which 
had occaſion'd it, on which he agreed, that after meeting 
the old Marquis at Maſs, my Behaviour was natural 


enough; and, added, that neither my Lover nor the 


Count De Saint Fal, had any Opportunity cf apprizing 
me that the old Marquis did not go to Paris; becaule, 


laid 
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ſaid he, he accompanied them about a Mile from Ver- 
ſailles; then ſeem'd on a ſudden to change his Reſolu- 
tion, and came back, leaving F:r/an his own Valet 
with his Son, and obliging me to return with him, in 
Order he told me to perform the Office of that Valet; 
and as for my own Part, my Lord having not acquain- 
ted me that you were at Yer /a/lles, it was not in my power 
to give you any Intelligence. 

From hence we both concluded, that the pretended 
Journey and the Return of the old Marquis, together 
with his exchanging Servants with his Son, was all 


done with a View to make ſome Diſcovery concerning me; 


and that For/an heing entirely devoted to his Matter, it 
was wholly impoſſible, for either my Lover or Saint Fal 
to write to me, without Danger of being known to do ſo 
by that watchful Spy. 

Dubois, however, gave me the com fortable News that 
he expected both his Maſter and Saint Fal that Evening, 
and I then hoped to be extiicated from all the Perplex- 
ities I was now invo vel in; yet as the Affair was of the 
utmoſt Conſequence to me, I could not help being frighted, 
and faid to Dubois, that in caſe his Lord ſhould not come 
back, I would have him get me a Poſt-Chaiſe, that [ 
might make my Eſcape from Ye: /ailles, the Moment the 
Play was done———— No, Madam, replied he, be eaſy 
at leaſt *till to-morrow ; for I am poſitive the young Mar- 
quis will be here to- night. and you may tlien can- 
cert Meaſures——--but in the mean Time be cautious 
what you ſay to my old Lord. 

By this Time we were got to the Door of the Theatre, 
where the Duke De waited to receive me, and 
as ſoon as I was placed began to entertain me with Diſ- 
courſes, which at another Time, would have been great- 
ly flattering to my Vanity : From me he went to Madam 
De Gennewal, and paid his Compliments to her in a very 
reſpectſul Manner; he had formerly had ſome Acquain- 
tance with her, and he took this Opportunity of renewing 
it, in hopes through her Means to have the more free 
Acceſs to me, I ſuppoſe taking her to be much more in 
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my Favour than ſhe really was, tho Decency obliged me 
to behave to her with Complaiſance. | 

While they were talking together, I had Time to con- 
fider the Place I was in, and the iiluitrious Company :t 
contained, for in ſpite of all the Terrors | was in, I could 
not help being very much taken with Shew and Gran- 
deur; I look'd at the Ladies, examincd their Face, 
their Dreſs and Shape, and was not a litt'e mortited, ts 
find that thu' my Glaſs, as well as the Opinion ct all 
that had ſeen me, had inform'd me my Beauty could not 
well be excelled, yet there was an Kate, an undeicrivable 
ſomewhat, in the Air of thele Court Ladies, that gave 
them Charms infinitely more Rriking than Complecsion, 
or Regularity of Feature: indeed my V:nity 
wanted this Humiliation, and as I knew it a Fault in me, 
vas not forry, when I came to conſider, for its Correction. 

The Preſence of the King, who came that inſtan: in, 
broke of theſe Reflections, and tne Play beginning at the 
{zme Lime, took up all my Attention. As 1 had never 
ſeen any Repreſentation of this Kind, it had the more 
Effect upon me: The Diſtreſs of [p-iyeria melted me in- 


to 'I'ears, and where the Lover complain'd, the Idea of 


the Marquis came into my lind, and I thought there 


was a kind of Parallel between the 'I'noughts of the 


fictitious Hero of the Drama, and him who was the So- 


ereign of my Heart. The Duke could not help {mi- - 


ling to ſee how much I was afteQed, and after telling me 
he was pleaſed to find I had a Soul ſuſceptible of 'Tender- 


neſs ; How happy, ſaid he, would be the Fate of a Lover. 


who cou'd draw tuch precious Fears! theſe Words made 
me a little aſhamed of the Softneſs I had ſliewn, thu” I 
ought not to have been ſo ; for I think thoſe who are not 
toucl'd at a well wrouglit Fable, will not greatly com- 
puſſionate real Woes. . endeavoured however to 
throw of my Concern, and anſwered with as gay an Ar 
as I could poſſibly aſſume ; whenever, ſail ] your & ace 
becomes enamoured, in my Opinion, yau will deſcrve 
little Pity, who are fo in'enſfil)'e youric.f of the Nlisfor 
tunes of the lovely Jphizenza. Oh Rladam! replyel he, 
how little do you know my Heart, if Item vow indit. 

Vor. II. E. lere. 
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ferent to the Diltreſs the Stage preſents us with, it is only 
becauſe the tender Paſſions of my Soul are only devoted to 
you, and were Ipbigenia a thouſand times more unhappy, 
and more lovely than the Poet would make us think, ſhe 
could claim no ſhare in a Heart, entirely filled with your 
Idea, and has no room for any thing in which you have 
not a Share. 

This Declaration was made with ſo much Seriouſneſs, 
that I thought a modeſt Silence would better become me, 
than any Anſwer I could make, fo pretended to be too 
much attentive to the Play, to regard any thing elſe ; 
this paſs'd for a little Time, but the Duke who was in 
good earneſt very much charm'd with me, reſumed his 
Diſcourſe with ſo much Fervor, that I could not without 
being very unpolite, and unlike the Character I had aſſu- 
med, refuſe making ſome return to his Gallantries. 

In Conformity therefore to my Part, I put on as chear- 
ful an Air as I could, and replied to what he ſaid in a 
genteel kind of Raillery, as tho" J gave no great Credit 
to his Aſſeverations, yet was not diſpleas'd with them. 
As I was acting this Piece of Coquettry, I happened to 
turn my Head, and ſaw a Man leaning over the ſide of 
the Box as diligently dee Koch My Eyes met his 
directly, and I jaw it was my Lover the young Marquis 
De L V. ; ſo great was my Surprize that 
inſtant, that nothing is more to be wondered at than that 
I did not ſcream out perhaps he fear'd ſome ſuch 
Effect of his ſudden Appearance, and immediately turned 
away; but tho' I reſtrained myſelf from doing any thin 
which might have occaſioned a Diſturbance, yet 1 _ 
not refrain from changing Colour, and indeed grew ex- 
tremely ill methought a Bolt of Ice ſhot through 
my Heart, too true a Preſage, alaz! of the Vexations 
this fatal Interview occaſficn2d ] grew extremely 
ſtick, and was obliged to lean my Head upon my Hand: 
The Duke De————preſently perceived the Alteration 
in me, and ſhew'd a great deal of Concern———T told 
hin I was unable to fit, as indeed I was, and that if I 
were not carried into the freſhAir I ſhould certainly ſwoon, 
at which he ſeem'd in ſome Perplexity ; it was not cuſ- 
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tomary for any Perſon, to go out while the King flayed, 
yet the Reſpect he had for me made him reſolve to wave 
that Ceremony, and he whiſpered the Exempt who open'd 
the Door, and his Grace led me to a Chair, begging my 
Pardon that he could not attend me Home, becauſe as he 
faid, the ſame Excuſe which might be well received on 
my Account, cou!d not be made for him ; but that the 
Moment his Majelly left the Houſe, he would fly to en- 
quire after my Health. | 

I was very glad of the Neceſſity he was under of ſtay- 
ing behind me, and long'd to be at home, that I might 
indulge the many Reflections that this Adventure occa- 
— 

Indeed nothing could be more alarming than my pre- 
ſent Situation, I knew myſelf innocent, but Appcarances 
were againſt me, even more and ſtronger than when the 
Marquis ſuprized his Couſin at my Feet=———he now 
inſtead of being ſhut up in my Apartment, as he might 
juſtly have expected in his Abſence, fees me at the Play, 
in Company with a young Nobleman, who had the Cha- 
rater of the moſt amourous Man at Court; he hears him 
addreſſing me in the ſofteſt Terms, and perceives me 
litening to him, with the Indolence ef a Perſon wv hue 
Heart was unengaged, and at Liberty to receive any 
Offers made to her He ſees that the Moment I diſ- 
cover him I am out of Countenance, aſhamed of my Be- 
haviour, am obliged to quit the Place with all the Marks 
of conſcious Guilt upon mc what could he think of 
me, but that I was talſe, a Coquet, ungrateful to his Love, 
and therefore unworthy of it my tender Heart was 
ready to burſt at the Idea, that he had Cauſc to remain 
one Moment in this Opinion of me. Aſſoon as I got in- 
to my Chamber, I therefore took Pen and Paper, and 
wrote a Letter to him, in which I gave him a faithful 
Account of all that happen'd ſince I ſaw him, expatiating 
pretty largely on the Accident that carried me to his Fa- 
ther's, and the Neceſlity I was under of comply ing with 
his Requelt, of going to the Play; and then acguaintzd 
him with all my Apprehenſions from the old Marquis, 
as well as thoſe J might 8 y have from the Duke D.—, 

2 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


76 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


who no ſooner had conceiv'd a Paſſion for me, than took 
the Liberty to declare it, and entreated he would think of 
ſome means of removing me from Yc/aillzs, where J al- 
ready was taken but too much Notice of. 

I felt myſelf ſomething eaſier having wrote this Let- 
ter, in which I fo freely and ſincerely laid open all that 
had paſs'd in my Nlind ; but then remembring that the 
Duke had told me he would make me a Viſit after the 
Play, I rang the Bell for my Aunt Barbara, and charged 
her on her Peril to admit no Perſon whatever that Night, 
but ſay that I was gone to Bed. 

Depending that 1 might ſend my Letter by Dubois next 
Aorning, who I Coubted not but would be with me early, 
I fat down to Supper, with a better Appetite than I had 
done at Dinner, and aſter the Cloath was taken away, 
was even eaſy enough to take a little Book of Novels 
out of my Cloſet, and began to read one of thoſe whoſe 
Titles promiſed the moſt Amuſ-ment ; but I had ſcarce 
got through two Pages, befo e my voor filly Aunt, came 
to tell me that a Nobleman « efired t) ſpzak with me, on 
which I flew into a greater Pathon than I remember ever 
to have been ſenſible of before in my whole Life, in fo 
much that I puſh'd her out of the Room, without ſo much 
as aſking any Deſcription of the Perſon, or hearing what 
farther ſhe had to ſay, and then bolted my Door, reſo! ved 
that ao one, even ſte herſelf, ſhou!d ſee me that Night 
tow thoughtleſs was I at this Juncture 
how weak might I not have expected my dear 
Marquis, ſur prized at what he ſaw, might not come to 
reproach my Conduct, or at leaſt to be inform'd of the 
Motives had occaſioned it? but alas! my Ilead being 
taken up with the Fears of his Father on one Side, and 
tie unwelcome Importunities of the Duke on the other, 
had no place for what was no leſs probable than either. 
It was not long however abſert from me, and I called 
again ſor Barlara in a more mild Manner than that in 
which J had diſmiſ,'d her, and the Account ſhe gave me 
of the Dreſs, Shape, and Stature of the Perſon who had 
enquired, leit me no Room to doubt, if I had not denied 
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Acceſs to him, whom of all the World I had the mcit 
Reaſon to deſire the Sight of. oF 

I was troubled indeed at what I had done, but could I 
have foreſeen the cruel Conſequences that attended it, I 
ſhould have ſet no Bounds to my Deſpair ; but, little iina- 
gining any ſuch thing, I conſoled myſelf with the Be- 
lief, that my Lover ſo far from reſenting my Behaviour 
in this Point, as he could not take it meant to himſelt, 
would applaud my Reſerve in giving Orders to be denied 
at ſuch late Hours But how unyult are all Mlankind, 
when Jealouſy enflames the Mind; the cruel Thoughts 
he then entertained of me, even now when all the Tem- 

its are blown over, make me ſhudder to remeniber. 

I paſs'd the Night, however, in much more 'I'ran- 
quility, than I did a long Series of ſucceeding ones; but 
roſe more early than I was accuſtomed, in hope of ſce- 
ing either Dubois or his dear Natter; I was every Moment 
in Expectation of them, but it grew towards Noon befo:e 
any body came to aſk for me, at which 'I'tme word was 
brought a Gentleman defied to now if Ifawany Com- 
pany that Day; i aiked no Queſtions but gave immediate 
Ort:iers for his A-!mittance, I was ſo confident it was 
Dubois, that 1 had my Letter in my Hand red) to de- 
liver to him, and was ſadly deceived when I wund it 
was no other than the Duke's Valet, with a Nleffige, 
from him, to know how I relted after my Indifpaſition, 
and if I was enough recovered to permit a Viſit from 
him in the Afternoon, I was ſo vexed at the Dijappoint- 
ment, that I anſwered with little Politeneſs I be'ieve, 
that I was obliged to be abroad the whole Day: aſter I 
had given him his Difpatch, I abandoned myſelf to a 
thouſand perplexing Thoughts on the Marquis's neglect, 
and every Minute brought with it tome freſh des to tor- 
ment me. I was walking abcut my Chamber, in a Mo- 
tion of Body as diſordet'd as that of my Mind, when 
Barbara came in, and told me a Gentloman ing travel- 
ling Habit wanted to ſpeak with me tho I could 
not conceive who this new Viſiter was, I bad her thew 
him up, reſolving to be denyed no more without knowing 
to whom. 
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A very graceful Gentleman immediately appear'd, 
a 11] moſt agrceably ſurprized me with telling me his Name 
was Mclicaurt, and at the ſame time preſented me with a 
Letter from Saint Agnes. In ſpite of all the Trouble I 
was in, to hear any Thing from that dear Friend, eſpe- 
e.aily to have the News of her brought by a Perſon, in 
wie Favour her Story had ſo highly prepoſſeſt me, gave 
me an infinite Satisfaction { received him with the 
Civiiities of an Acquaintance, and having made him fit 
down, told him I hoped he would excuſe the Impatience 
I ad to read what his lovely Wife had favoured me with, 


and while I ſpoke, haſtily broke the Seal, and found it 


contain'd as follows: 


o ber, whom TI ſhall ever rank among 
tlie deareſt of my Friends, the ſincere, 
and moſt beautiful JURANETTA, 


W RITE to vo now with a Tranquility of Mind, 
avvich 1 ſhould (nme deſpaired of ever enjoying, but 
threuzh your kind Offices ; and imagine not that my 
Ford's exceed the Dictates of my Heart, when I aſſure jau 
that the remembrance of this Circumſtance, will always 
greatly add to the Felicity I flatter myſelf with ſoon enjoying 
in a Reunion with my dear and moſt deſerving Huſband —it 
is he, charming Jeanetta, wwho will have the Honour to de- 
liver this to you; and by him you will be informed of all the 
Steps that have been taken to ſeparate us eternally, and render 
me the moſt unfortunate of Women. Heaven, and you have 
render d the worſt Part of their Endeawours fruitleſs, and 
«will I hope equally diſappoint the ret. An additional In- 
tereſt t. that which is already made, would put an End to 
ell our Fears, and give me the Opportunity I fo ardently 
long for ef embracing you, and renewing our tender Friend- 
ſhip : I doubt not therefore, but you will engage the Marquis 
V to join our Friends in preſſing my 
diſcharge from the Monaſtery. 
Our mutual Friend, the virtuous Lindamine, ſends you 


ber beſt Wiſhes, and charges me to tell you that yeu are ne- 
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ver forgotten in her Prayers her Piety muſt ſure be 
heard, and I doubt not but you will be no leſs bappy in the 


Completion of all you defire, than I hope ſoon ro be. I leave 
it to my dear Melicourt to acquaint you with theParticulars 


and am, with the moſt perfect Afettion, and Tenderneſs, 


the lovely Jeanetta's 
ever faithfull Friend, and obliged Servant 


Saint Agnes. 


P. S. As I was ſealing this up, IT heard a flrange Up- 
roar in the Convent, and was preſently inform'd that it 
as occaſionrd by Madamoiſelle De Renneville having made 
her Eſcape=m—_—_— cent yet learn the Circumſtances, 
but imagine they awill not long remain a Secret, and Ia. 
have the Pleaſure of diverting you with them by Weird of 
Mouth. Once more, dear Jeanetta, Adieu. 


was tranſported to find the Affairs of this much loved 
Friend were ſo near being concluded, and turning to het 
Huſbind, begged he would perform the Promiſe San: 
Agnes had made for him, by informing me in what Ran- 
ner they hid procceded. Alas, Madam, replyed he w.th 
a Sigh, that dear Creature would never more have hc! 
of her 27c/icourt, and I ſhould have been the molt guiit/ 
and moſt wretched of Mankind, but for the Papers you 
were ſo good to forward tis to you to you aicre 
I owe the Happineſs of finding a dear, a moſt beloved aud 
virtuous Wiſe, whom till then I thougtt laſt for ever—- 
*tis to you I am indebted for my Innocence, "ris 
you I am to thank for not being involved in Crimes, 
which whenever I had known to be ſuch mult have turn'd 
my Brain But I leave you to judge the Immeni.ty 


of the Obligation you have conferr'd upon me, by faith. 
fully relating what has happened ſince the cruel Day, 
when the Artifice and Barbarity of Monſieur De——— 


found Means to ſeparate me, from all that ever was, or 
ever can be dear. 
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4 ap ien of the Hife, y of MELI- 
COURT, ard the beoutijul ST. AGNES. 


O U Know, N\iadam. continued this tender 
Huſbard, how | was torn from the Arms cf your 
fair Frienꝰ nad my Strength Den equal to my 
Fury, in that dre: -dful \:oment a thuufard Lives had been 
the Victims of 1t; all that I conld ! did, but Numbers 
orerpowe ereè me, and I was compelled to yield to the 
eta! Neceifity of ſeeing her carried away beſore my 
E ve- me, having ſecured, they treated with a 

great deal of Retpect, notwitlillandirg the trouble I tad 
given them in ſeizing me | ſuppoſe they 105 d 
tueir Orders for doing fo, but I vas wholly regardleis 
of their Civilities, and tho' the Officer who commanded 
the Party appeared to be a Man of great Humanity, and 
to ſhare in my Sufferings, I vouchiaſed net to anſwer 


any thing ke taid ro me- my Grief was mute, and prey- 


ed the cceper on wy Heart as I would not give it vent. 

After a Journey of four Days ] arrived at J. 
v. here | ws conduRtes to the T'own-Goal, and not per- 
mitted the Ute of Pen cr Faper, io that I could acquzint 
none of my Friends with the Place where ] was confined, 
"I he Governor came to viſit me the next Day, behaved 
to me with much Civilitv, ſeemed affected with my 
Misfortune, and told me that it was in my own power 
to procure my Diſcharge, which alone depended on my 
complying with one thing required of me. I than de- 
fired to know what it was ; to agree, anſwered he, to 
the means that will be uſed far ſetting aſide your Mar- 
riage, and to deal ingenuouſly with you, continved he, 
you have no other way to regain your Freecom ; I there- 
fore would advize you to it, and flatter myſelf, that 


when you ſhall conlicer ſeriouſly on the Affair, you will 
be:ieve 
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believe I perſuade you to no more than I would put in | 
practice myſelf on the ſame Occaſion I know what it is | 
to love, and the Anxiety you mult feel in being for ever 

ſeparated from the Object of your AﬀeCtions ; but when N 
you reflect on the unſurmountable Obllacles between you, 
and the Ruin that mult attend your Reiuſal of what is ex- 
pected from, Love will give way to Reaſon. 

As I offered not to interrupt him during this Diſcourſe, 
he imagined it had ſome Weight with me, and that my 
Silence after he had given over ſpeaking, was a token of 
my Approbation, and this Opinion I ſuppoſe it was | 
that encouraged him to reſume the 'Theme. Think, 
ſaid he, of the terrible Effects of being obſtinate in a | 
Caſe where you have ſo powerful an Adverſary as 
Moniieur 4e to deal with———a long ard ex- 
penſive Suit between your Families, which muſt be 
ruinous to yours, as having leſs powerful Friends, and a 
ſmaller Eſtate your own Confinement during all 
that Time, and at laſt, when a Decree is palt againſt you, 
as it doubtleſs will, deprived of all you wiſh for as totally 
as tho* you now reſign'd it willingly make uſe 
therefore of your Prudence, and ſubmit to Neceſſity. 

I couid now contain myſelf no longer, but burſt out 
into Exclamations ſuch as made him tee, that my ſuf- 
fering him to proceed ſo far, was not owing to any 
adherence to what he ſaid ; and as ſoon as the firſt Emo» 
tions of my Rage was over, I defired he would never 
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entertain me more with any ſuch Propoſals ; for I would 
| chuſe to ſuffer eternal Impriſonment, rather than con- 
| ſent to break my preſent Bonds by diſſolving thoſe I had 


ſo joy fully put on. 

ly Reſolution aſtoniſhed him, and from that Time 
forward, whenever he came to viſit me, as he frequently 
did, forbore any diſcourſe on that Head, any farther 
than artfully introducing ſome Stories of parallel Caſes, 
which he perhaps imagined would have a better Effect 
than either barefaced Perſuaſions or Menaces. I under- 
ſtood him — well, tho* I thought it beſt not to 
ſeem to do fo, and eaſily perceived he was a Friend o! 
my dear Wife's inhuman Father, which made me en 
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deavour to behave before him in a Manner that ould 
make him think my Confinement was leſs grievous to 
me than in reality it was. I never aſked him any 
Queſtions, even concerning the Proſecution againſt me, 
nor how my Father defended the Caule ; ſo that finding 
my Reſerve, an] that there was nothing to be hoped 
trom me, he by Degrees refrained coming to ſee me, and 
1 was entiiely freed from his Importunities. 

As eaſy as I had appeared before the Governor, 1 
was notwithſtanding forever contriving means for my 
Eſcape ; but, alas, I was too well provided againſt for 
any of the Attempts I made to prove ſucceſ>ful. How 
impoſſible, Madam, would it be for me to deſcribe to 
you the Torments I endured at finding there was no 
hope of getting from this deteſied Priſon, and wholly 
ignorant what was become ef my dear Minetta, for I 
then knew not ſhe had af med the Name of Saint 
Aenes, or how the Affairs of my Family ſtood ; you can 
only form an Icea of what Words would but imperfealy 
repreſent ; ſome Months did I languiſh in this terrible 
Situation, till at laſt it came into my Head to make the 
Turnkey my Friend, ſo ſar as to procure me Pen and 
Paper, and to ſend a Letter to my Father: I had the 
more Hope of him as he appeared to have a compaſſionate 
Soul— I had often heard him lament the Severity 
of his Fate in throwing him into an Office for Bread, 
which obliged to the continual Sight of Misfortunes he 
was no way able to redreſs; and the Confidence he re- 
poſed in me, by making theſe Complaints, gave me 
room to flatter myſelf I might gain him to my Party 
I therefore began with making him little Preſents, 
telling him I liked his Countenance, was ſorry he was 
not in ſome Employment to which he had leſs repug- 
nance, and promiſed that I would procure one for him 
ifever I obtained my Liberty ; the Fellow was quite 
tranſported at the Kindneſs I had ſhewn him, and when 
I had brought him to a Pitch, as I thought, proper for 
my purpoſe, I communicated to him my Requeſt ; but 
inſtead of complying, he ſeemed thunderſtruck at the 
Fropoſal, and repreſented the Puniſhments * * 
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thoſe who betrayed their Traſt in the manner I would 
have him do, and repeated many ſhocking Examples of 
Wretches, who had ſuffered on that ſcore, in ſuch 
lively Colours, that I began to fear my Hopes in him 
had deceived me, fo preſſed him no farther at that 
Time. But as this was my laſt recourſe, I reſolved not 
entirely to give over the Purſuit, and talking ſomewhat 
of it every Day, till by degrees he ſeemed leſs averſe, 
at laſt, on the Promiſe of a great Reward, he fur- 
niſhed me with Materials for Writing, and undertook 
to be himſelf the Bearer of my Letters, fearing as he ſaid 
* truſt any other Perſon with a Secret ſo dangerous to 

im. 

You may eaſily believe, Madam, continued Monſieur 
Melicourt, how glad I was of having gained this Point, 
which in effect was gaining all; for 1 did not doubt when 
my Father ſhould know where I was, he would have 
Intereſt enough to procure my Liberty on proper Bail for 
my Appearance; and when I was once out of Priſon, re- 
ſolved to be ſo indefatigable in the Search of my dear 
Minetta, that I could not fail of finding her. I wrote a 
long Letter to my Father, with one encloſed to my 
Wife, in Caſe he ſhould be happy enough to have diſ- 

covered to what Place they had conveyed her, and hav- 

ing recommended Speed and Diligence to the Turnkey, 
he ſet out with my Packet, begging me to be eaſy till his 
Return; but that happened much ſooner than I expected, 
in two Hours he came again into my Chamber, which 
made me conclude ſome ill Accident had happened, and 
threw me into freſh Exclamations on the Severity of my 
Deſtiny. 

He opened his Mouth two or three Times to ſpeak, 
but the Deſpair I was in would not ſuffer me to liſten, 
till at laſt, Monſieur, bawPd he out, your Impatience 
prevents your being told what cannot but be agreeable to 
you. On that I ceaſed, aud bad him tell me the Occa- 
tion of his coming back; he then proceeded to inform 
me, that in his Way he luckily had met his Brother, 
whom he had not ſeen in ſome Years, coming to vilit 
tam, and that on relating to him the Buſineſs he was 
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going on, the other offered to take the Office on him- 


elf, which, ſaid he, will fove me from all Danger 
in Caſe the Affair ſhould ever be Ciſcovered, and your 
Letters go equally as ſaſe; for added he, 1 will engage 
my Liſe for the Ficelity of my Brother. I his Story 
ſeemed feaſible envugh, and I made no Difficulty of 
believing it. 

The delightſu! ExpcRation of receiving ſcme agreeab's 
Neves fromm my Father, gave ſome truce to my Dilquiets, 
and ] waited with a tvl:crab'e ſhare of Patience for tlie 
Event; but eighteen Days being paſſed over without 
hearing any thing, che lune now bean to be tedious 3 
and e more capiins, in'u; portb!c———l knew not 
what Conjecture to hm on this Pelay, unleſs it were 
occaſioned by feni'ing the encioted to my dear Minetta, 
who might probib'; be conveyed to a great Diflance 3; 
bat then ! retleNed again, that the 'Tenderneſs my Fa- 
ther had for me, would net permit him to let me remain 
iv long in ſuſpenſe; he woud have inform'd me imme- 
diately of every thing he could, and nit waited for 
more. 

1 5 one Night in the utmoſt Impatience, I may ſay 
indeed Deſpair, alere in my iriſcn, and tho' it was dead 
of Nip nt, net; et in Ped, when an unuſual Noiſe at that 
Jate Hour, made me imagine ſomewhat extraordinary 
had iar pened; but I conti ed not long in my Surprize, 
my Door epened, and the Turnkey came in, with a 
ſauisfaCtio1 in his Countcnince, that ſeemed the Omen of 
good News, Here, Monſieur, ſaid he, preſenting me 
a Packet of Letters, I hope theſe will give ſome abate- 
ment to your Diſquiet.— My Brot..cr is but this 
Moment returned, and I tremble leſt any Suſpicion 
ſhould arite en my admitting him at this unſeaſonable 
Hour mut feign a Pretence for it Adieu, 


my ſtoying in your Chan. ber may be dangerous; but I 
could not t1bear coming to bring you theſe joyful 
Tidings. With thele Word: he was going out, but I de- 
tained him ſo long as to make him accept of a finall 
Diamond I had on my Finger in Token of my n 
wil 
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with which he went away highly contented, tho' I dare 
ſy much leis ſo than my ſelf at that Moment. 

But, alas! of how ſhort a Duration was this Interval 
of Comfort, and how long a Series of Miſery and Deipatr 
ſucceeded———— 1 opened my Packet in great halle, 
where the firſt Letter I found was from my Father, tho" 
the Character ſo altered, occaſioned by a Hurt it in- 
form'd me he had got in his Hand, that I ſhould not have 
Thought it his, but by the 'Tenderneſs ct the Contents ; 
within it 1 ſound another, which imagining was from 
my Wife, I Kiſſed it a thouſand Limes with eager 
Tranſports before I was able in this hurry of Spirits to 
read either that or my Father's, but when I had a little 
recovered myſelf, it will not ſeem ſtrange to you, Madam, 
that Paſſion prevailed above Duty. I chole to ſee what 
my dear Ain tta ſa'd to me, it being the firſt Letter I 
had ever rec2ived from her before 1 read that of my 
Father. But, good God! what was it I felt, when I 
found, ir? ead of the Softneſs of an endearing, a molt 
affectionate Wile, theſe ſhocking Lines: 


To Monſieur xELICOURT, | 
FE R the Folly we hawe bath been guilty of, I 


could have wiſhed never to have heard any mention of 

yeu ; but as you fill ſeem to bear an Affection for me, I 
could not be ſo ungrateful as to refuje an Anſwer to your 
Letter; I am fancerely forry for what you have ſuffered on 
my Account, but if you c ntinue in your Troubles, it is your 
excn Obſtinacy, yen are to blame, not me; if my Advice 
has any Weight with you, they will ſcon be at an End by 
your ſubmitting to what is required of yyu—————1 am no 
linger an Obſtacle, I thought myſelf abliged to comply with 
the Will of my Parents, and now relcaſe y5u from all 
Engagements Kaan us T own I had ſome Difficulty 
in bringing myſelf to de this, but am now convinced that 
our firſt Duty is Ohedience, and that all Promiſes, all 
Oaths are invalid, when made without the Conſent of 
thoſe to wham wwe owe our being. I flatter myſelf 
yeu have Reſolution and good Senſe ſufficient to enable you 
to fille my Example ; or if not ſa, at leaſt too much Re- 
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gard for me not to diſturb my preſent Tranquility by any 
future Letters or MeſJages, much leſs to make any Attempt 
to ſee me there being no Perſon on Earth, whom, J. r 
many Reaſons, I <would ſo much wiſh to avoid. 


The Agonies this cruel Letter threw me in, would 
certainly have made me lay violent Hands on my own 
Life, had not ſome Sparks of Pride that Moment roſe to 
my Aſſiſtance, and made me think it beneath the Dig- 
nity of my Reaſon to fall for ſo perſidious, fo Wen 
a Creature Whar, cried I, throwing the Letter 
away with the utmolt Diidain, did Love and Conitancy 
like mine deſerve ſo baſe a Return ! Pl! follow 
your Advice, forgetful, thankleſs, unfaithful Woman! 
FI never think on thee but with Scorn and Deteſtation— 
in this manner did I rail for at leaſt two Hours without 
being able to examine what Account my Father had 
given me of ſo unlooked for a Change. At laſt I gained 
Compoſure of Mind ſufficient to read his I -cter, and 
found he began with exhorting me to be patient, and 
having confeſs'd to me in a very free manner, that his 
Intereſt being far inferior to that of the Father of 
my unworthy Wife, he had been forced to drop the 
Suit; but had an Aſſurance of my being tet at Liberty 
the Moment I yielded to the Diſſolution ot ny Marriage, 
that being, he ſaid, the ſole Impediment to hinder her, 
I once thought mine, from giving her Hand to a Perſon 
her Parents had made choice of. He added, that, ſhe 
had refuſed their Importunities but a few Days, and to 
obtain her Pardon, had conſented to marry the Moment 
my Releaſe from her foriner Vows ſhould arrive, till 
which he ſaid I mult remain in Priſon, it not being in 
his Power to free me. 

He enforced the Arguments he made uſe of, to bring 
me to a Reſolution ſo conformable to Reaſon, and what 
I owed myſelf, with the moſt ſtrenuous Commands that 
Words could form ; and after many Pauſes and Struggles 
with a Paſſion, which was far from being — 2 | 


by this ill Treatment; I at laſt determined not to lan- 
guiſn out my Life in a miſerable Goal, for the ſake of 
| one 
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one who aſter the moſt ſacred Vows, and all the mu- 
tual Endearments of Conjugal Affection, could ſo eaſily 
conſent never to ſee me more, and give herſelf into the 
Arms of another. 

Two whole Days, however, paſs'd over without my 
being able to put in Practice what I had reſolv'd; I ſtill 
loved the dear Ingrate with the ſame Paſſion, as when I 
thought her true, and happy in my Affection. 
Her Charms were too deeply engraven in my Heart for 
even her Infidelity to erace ; but when I reflected on her 
Beauty, and the Pleaſures I had enjoy'd in her Society, 
her Falſhood, her Levity, her Hypocriſy, render'd her 
ſo unworthy that I even hated myſelf, becauſe I could 
not hate her as I ought. Never was ſuch a 


Chaos as my Brain, ſuch a Medley of perplex'd Ideas, 


were, indeed, enough to drive to Diſtraction; yet I at 
laſt aſſumed the Man, exerted my Reaſon, and in ſpite 
of all I felt within appear'd ſedate; I ſign'd the Re- 
nunciation ſo much deſired of me, and gave my ſolemn 
Promiſe, nay, aſſured them in Terms more ſtrong than 
they exacted from me, that I would never attempt to ſee 
the dangerous Minetta more. O! Madam, pur- 
ſued Melicourt, how heavenly good is your fair Friend 
to pardon what the. Dictates of my jealous Rage then 
ſaid of her. I curſt her even from the 
Bottom of my Soul I curſt her Perfidy, though at the 
ſame time I ſecretly adored her Beauty. My Be- 
haviour, however, making them believe I had now a 
real Abhorrence of her, 1 my Liberty, and 1 
was diſcharged from diſmal the Priſon, where I had near 

a Year been confined. | 
You may ſuppoſe, Madam, that as ſoon as I had the 
power I went directly Home, where the Surprize of 
ſeeing me alive and at liberty, had like to have been fa- 
tal to both my Parents; my Mother fell into a Swoon, 
and my Father, though of a ſtronger Conſtitution, was 
alſo very near being in the ſame Condition. Ex- 
ceſs of Joy entirely over-powered their Spirits, and when 
they had recover'd their Voices, could ſay nothing for a 
great while ; but —is it poſſible By what 
Miracle 


4 
4 
: 
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Miracle do we ſee you again, ——-ls it really our 
Son, cr an lIiluſton. And ſuch like Exclamations, 
| which were to me unintelligibie, as I had ſo lately wrote 
| to them the whole Circumitance of my Situation, and 
| had receiv'd an Anſwer from them, containing the Con- 
| ' ditions of my Freedom, I thought there was ſomewhat 
unnatural in the Aſtoniſhment they both expreſſed, and 

began to fear ſome Diſorder in the \lind had ſeized 

them; but the firit Tranſports of unruly Joy being a 

little over, and | Leginning to mention the Letters, how 

confounded was I in my Turn, to hear they had never 

wrote to me, nor knew where I had been ſecreted from 

the time { was forced away, to the happy Moment of 

my Return. On this I ſhew'd the Letters I had receiv'd 

by the Hands of the Turnkey, and my Father aſſur- 
ing me, that ſign'd with his Name was a Forgery, I 
began to hope that from my Wile was the ſame allo ; 
but, alas, that pleaſing Idea laſted not long, both my 
Parents confirmed the Story of her Falſhuod, having 
heard it from all Hands, and, indeed, fo induſtriouſly 
had Monſieur D cauſed the Report of her in- [ 
tended Marriage to be ſpread, that it was a thing not 
doubted of, by any who were any way acquainted either 
with her or me. From thence it was natural to infer, 
that the Letter was really wrote Ly her; though the 
other was a Contrivance the more ty haiten me to give 
up my Claim. The Imagination that ſhe was concerned 
in this Stratagem render'd her more unworthy than erer | 
in my Eyes, and I laboured inceſlantly not only to for- 
get all that had endear'd her to me, but even to hate 
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her. As this was a Diſpoſition which could alone re- 
ſtore me to my former Peace of Mind, my Mother en- 
deavour'd all in her power to divert me, continual Balls 
and Entertainments were given at our Houſe to all the 
neighbouring Gentry ; and as nothing is ſo effectual to 
eſtrange the Heart from an Object it has been accuf- 
tomed to, as a Variety of new ores, ſhe took care to | 
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have always ſome agreeable young Lady or other with 
us. Among this Number there was one, no leſs admired 


for her Beauty, than for her Wit and god Humour, 
ker 


* 
* 
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her Name is Mademoiſelle De Marcy, and her Family 
and Fortune, perfectly conformable to our own. 

I mult confeſs there was ſomething in this young 
Lady which extremely picaſed me, I was never ſo hap-_ 
Py as when in her Company, and whenever I quitted ig; 
felt a Regret, mix'd with an Impatience to ſce her 
again: yet could not all this be called Love; it was ra- 
ther Friendſhip founded on the Knowledge of her good 
Qualities, an Elleem, an Admiration of the Mind, in 
which the Body hid no ſhare, nor d.d I ever once 
think of the difference of Sexes in all the Converſations 
I had with her. 

My Behavicur, however, made every one give me to 
ker for a Lover, my Parents were infinite'y pleaſed to 
find me as they believ'd, engaged in a Paſuon fo agree- 
able as to Circumſtances, and thinking they aQed ex- 
tremely prudentiy, propoſed a Match between us to the 
Friends ef the young Lady, who readily accepted it, af- 
ter having found ſhe hid no Averſion to it; and every 
thing was in a manner conc!uced on, without my know- 
ing any ſuch thing was in Agitation. 

| was all tle time endeavouring to forget my dear 
Niuctta, but in var: ſiceping and waking her 
Image was ever before my Eyes, and I was but juſt 
awaked from a Dream of her, which gave me ſome Diſ- 
quiet, when my XNlother came into my Chamber with 
a more than ordirery Satisfaction in her Countenance. 

Now, my Cear Son, ſaid ſhe, I flatter my'(eif the Re. 
mainder of your Days will attone for the Anxietics of 
the paſt ; Mademoiſelle De Marcy thinks you not un- 
worthy of her, her Kindred agree to your Happineſs, 
and all things are ſo diſpoſed, that the Contract between 
you may be ſign'd this very Evening. The Surprize 
uses in at fo unexpected a Salutation, and the little Sa- 
ti faction I expreſo'd, very much ala m'd this tender Pa- 
rent, what, cry'd ſhe, are you not in love with Made- 
moiſelle De Marcy? Has our Endeavours to make you 
happy proved the Reverſe ? Do you not think her deſer- 


ving of you? Yes, Madam, rep!y'd I, that Lady's Me- 


Zits may jultly entitle her to a more exalted Fortune _ 
e 
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ſhe could ſhare with me ; but, alas, I never en- 
tain'd one Thought that way, I am incapable of makin 
her happy, and in ſpite of all ker Charms, I ſhould 
lJanguiſh even in her Arms for the dear abſent, though 
ungrateful Object of my firſt Vows. 

My Mother, though by Nature one of the moſt 
ſweet temper'd of her Sex, could not hear me ſpeak 
theſe Words without flying into an Extremity of Rage: 
my Father when he was told of my Refuſal was not 
leſs provoked ; all our Kindred highly blamed me, my 
Acquaintance wondei'd, and, in fine, all the World 
blamed my <tupidity as they term'd it, and NMeanneſs of 
Spirit to retain enough of my former Affection, for one 
who had proved herſelf ſo unworthy of it, as to make 
me ſlight a young Lady every way qualified to make me 
happy, and who had preferr'd me to a great Number 
who ſigh'd in vain for her. 

Indeed, Madam, though I would not adhere to the 
Remonſtrances made me on this Head, I ſecretly allow'd 
the Juſtice of them, and extremely condemn'd myſelf 
for having given Occaſion for them: When once we 
are brought to believe that Reaſon demands our Aſſent 
to any particular Action, though Inclination may oppoſe, 
a Perſon with any ſhare of Reſolution may overcome 
it, and prevail with himſelf to do as ſeems moſt juſt. 
This join'd with the Importunities of my Friends, and, 
indeed, the Menaces of my Father, who told me, I 
had already brought him to trouble enough, and that he 
would riſque no more, but determin'd to diſown me as 
a Son if I did not comply, at laſt engaged me to con- 
ſent, 

The Day before that prefix'd for my Marriage with 
Mademoiſelle De Marcy, the Letters you were ſo good 
to forward came to Hand, which gave a moſt fortunate 
Reverſe to this Affair. My Parents were too juſt, 
and, indeed, too much attached to my dear Wife now 
proved innocent, not to rejoice at the timely Diſcovery ; 
the Family of Mademoiſelle De Marcy had no Occafion 
for Reſentment: And the young Lady herſelf had the 
Generoſity to congratulate me on the ſeaſonable Diſco- 


very, 
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very, which had it arrived but two Days later muſt have 
involy'd us all in Miſery. Every Body join'd with me sn 
deteſting the Cruelty of Monfieur and Madam 0 
in barbarouſly attempting to facrifice their Dau- 
ghter to a vile Intereſt : We conſulted the Laws a ſe- 
cond time in favour of this charming Woman, and 
my Father having well weigh'd what he was to do, en- 
tered the Proteſtation Minetta had made againit her 
Vows, and revived the Suit which had ſo long lain dor- 
mant againſt Monſieur De „in order to oblige 
him to acknowledge her as his Child. It had only been 
through the Power of a favourite Miniſter, that he had 
got the better of my Father before; but that Perſon 
was now in Diſgrace, and we hoped, that when the 
Cauſe come to be try'd before impartial Judges, he 
muſt either own himſelf her Father, or ſuffer the Penalty 
of the Law, of ailuming a right cver her, and forcing 
her into a Convent, while he confined me in unwar- 
rantable Bonds. 

Our Opinion did not deceive us, Monſieur was now 
obliged to appear himſelf before the Court of Judicature, 
and was cait. The Proofs were as clear as the 
Day: My dear Minetta is decreed Co- heireſs with her 
Siſter, and her Father forbid ſeeing her till further Per- 
miſſion: The whole verbal Proceſs is ſent to Rome, and 
there is no doubt but a Diſpenſation will ſoon arrive, 
and we ſhall þ2 re-united with all the Forms neceſſary for 
the Occaſion. 

As in all Probability the Nuncio will have Orders to 
decide it, the Marquis De L V 's Intereſt 
to that Prelate, to whom we have not the Honour to be 
known, would be of great Service toward haſtening the 
Affair to a Concluhon ; and this Favour, Madam, the 


long ſuffering Minetta begs you will endeavour to pro- 
Cure for her. 


Thus did Monſieur Me/icourt finiſh his Stery, and ba- 
ving thanked him for the Trouble he hag given himſelf 
in acquainting me with theſe Particulars, told kim I rejoĩced 


„ nave it in my power to do any thing that might haſten 


his 
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his Felicity ; that I doubted not of the Marquis's Rea- 
&;nels to comply with my Friends, as well out of his 
love of Virtue, as his Attachment to me; that 1 had 
now wrote to him, and would break open my Letter on 
purpoſe to inſert a Poſtſcript on the Buſineſs he men- 
tioned. I had no ſooner ſaid this but I broke the Seal, 
and recommended my dear Friend's Buſineſs in Terms 
the molt ſtrenuous, my Tenderneſs for her could ſuggett. 

After this, we enter'd into a Converſation on the 
many Difficulties which are frequently the Attendants on 
Love, though of the molt perfett and honourable kind; 
no-body had more Experience than myſelf of this, and 
therefore could ſpeak feelingly upon it; indeed, I had 
at this time a ſufficient ſhare of Anxietv, to render me 
more than ordinarily eloquent on the Occaſion. Dubois, 
whom I ſo impatiently expected many Hours before, was 
not yet come, and I could not imagine now to account 
or this Neglect; it was now palt Noon, and my Un- 
eaſineſs grew ſo viſible, that Monſieur Melicourt could 
not but take Notice of it. On his aſking me the Cauſe, 
I made no Scruple of revealing it, with the Danger I 
was in from the old Marquis, if his Son were not at- 
quainted with the Accidents that had happen'd ſince I faw 
bim. The Huſband of Saint Agnes ſeemed concerned 
I had not given him a Commiſſion to deliver it, telling 
me it was a Thing cf too much Conſequence for me to 
have delayed, through the Complailance of liſtening to 
his Story, and begg'd I would that inſtant permit him to 
go with it, and 2 me an Anſwer back. This Offer 
was too obliging to be refuſed, I gave him his Inſtructions 
and he departed. 

As it was ſo ſmall a Diſtance, I expected him ſoon 
again, but two, three, and four o'Clock paſſed over, 
yet he was not return'd : This Delay gave me ſome alarm 
2 thouſand ſtrange Ideas came into my Head, 
concerning the Occaſion of it ; and, to add to my Terrors, 
Madam De Genneval enter'd my Chamber, and told me 
the Marquis De L V———— was come to viſit 
me he would not be delayed, ſaid the, till | could 


apprize you of the Honour, but told me he was certain 
you 
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you had too much Good - Nature not to diſpence with Ce- 
remony. As ſhe ſpoke he followed her in, and took from 
me, by his Preſence, the Opportunity of replying to what 
ſhe ſaid, as otherwiſe I ſhould have done, and perhaps 
not in a manner very obliging to her, in the Humour I 
then was. How difficult is it, when the Heait is oppreſt 
with Cares to aſſume a Serenity of Countenance ? yet it is 
a Piece of Diſſimulation, in ſome meaſure neceſſary for 
People that live in the World ; but I was too little prac. 


tiled in this Art, to elude the Penetration of a Man ſuch 


as the Marquis : He preſently perceived the Conflraint I 
put upon myſelf, and afk'd if he was come at an improper 
Time. No, my Lord, anivered J a little faultring in my 
Speech, and if I appear not altogether ſo ſatisfied with 
this Honour, as I ought to be, I beg your Lordſhip to 
impure it to a little Diſorder, occalioned by want of Sleep 
laſt Night. This Excuſe, which was all I could think on 
at that Lime, gave him an Opportunity of ſaying man 
gay and gallant things, on the Occaſion of my Watchfal- 
nel. among other Things he told me, that nothing 
but Love could have the Power of breaking the re! of a 
Lady of my Years and Circumſtances, and whi'c he ſpcke 
this, looked at me with Eves, which meth-ught ſad 
JeaxETTA, you in vain endegacur to hide your/clf 
I know you and can read your inmoſt Soul, "Tho 
this was only my own Imagination, yet it frighted me 
little leſs than the reality would have done. | 

'Tis a received Maxim, that the moſt ſil!y Girl has 
Wit enough to manage a Love intrigue, but I was an 
Exception to this Rule; as I was every Moment expecting 
Melicoust, either with a Letter, or ſome Meſfige ct very 
great Importance, nay knew not but even the young 
Marquis might have come with him, I ovght in Prudence 
to have made ſome Pretence to ſtep out of the Room, and 
given orders to Barbara, to let whoever came to viſit me 
know who was above; but tho' I thought of this, I had 
not Courage to put it in Execution, I fear'd the leaſt Ac- 
tion would make me ſuſpected more than I already was, 
and ſo run a Hazard of being much more ſo, of bein 


fully 
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fully diſcovered, as I muſt have been, if my Lover} 


or even Dubois had come at that juncture. 

Whenever the old Marquis look'd upon me, I had not 
the Power to meet his Eyes, but caſt mine down with a 
Confuſion that ſometimes made him ſmile, and willing 
I ſuppoſe to increaſe it, he drew his Chair nearer me, 
and began to beſtow the molt laviſh Encomiums on my 
Beauty : the Name of Father to the Man I loved, gave 
him ſuch an Aſcendant over me, that tho' I could not 
have liſtened to ſeveral of his Expreſſions, from any other 
without Contradiction, Fear and Regard would not fuffer 
me to give him any Interruption. But when Madam 
De Gennevai, to make her Court to him I ſuppoſe, as 
well as to ſhew her Wit and Sprightlineſs, went to pluck 
back my Handkerchief, to ſhew as ſhe ſaid theW hiteneſs 
of my Neck, I drew it cloſe again, and gave ber ſo ſe- 
vere a Look, as ſhew'd them both I was not of a Humour 
to bear ſuch Freedoms, nor would be jeſted wita too far. 
The Air I put on, on this Occaſion, made the Marquis aſ- 
ſume a different Turn of Behaviour, and I could perceive 
that from that Moment he ever after treated me with more 
Reſpect, and Madam De Genneval with leſs, Which I 
think is a plain Demonſtration, how much 'tis in our 
Sex's Power, to give an Awe, even to thoſe whoſe For- 
tune and Character makes them apt to imagine every 
Thing becomes them. 

The old Nobleman, however, left not off my Praiſes, 
but then a certain Seriouſneſs accompanied them, waich, 
tho? I could not avoid feeling ſome Confuſion at the 
extravagant Compliments on my Beauty, took of all 
Nlotives for Reſentment. He was {till on that Topic, 
when Meſicaurt thinking 1 was alone, and impatien: for 
his return, came haſtily into the Room, with a Letter 


in his Hand, I turn'd pale as Death at the fight of him, 


and had ſcarce Power to riſe from my Seat to receive 
him. The Marquis could not but obſerve this change in 
any Countenance, as he had his Eyes never off me, but 
taking no Notice of it to me, got up and return'd the 
Civilities paid him by the Huſband of Saint Agnes, 
who 
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who judging him by many diſtinguiſhing Marks to be a 
Perſon of Quality, made his Reverence in the molt pro- 
found Manner, 

When we had all replaced ourſelves, the Marquis and 
NMelicourt entered into a Converſation, which tho' in- 
different, gave this young Gentleman opportunity of 
ſhewing he wanted neither Wit nor Education; and by 
Degrees, as People are apt to ſpeak of what they have 
molt at Heart, artfully enough introduced his own and 
Miſireis's Story, with a View no doubt of intereſting the 
Marquis in his Favour ; who ſeeming deſirous of doin 
every Thing to oblige me, aſked me if I ſhould find any 
Satisfaction to ſee the Affairs of that beautiful Nun ac- 
commodated* I was «too zealous for my Friend, not to 
aſſure his Lordſhip there were very few Things I fo 
earneſtly wiſhed. Well then, Madam, anſwered he, 
I give you my Word and Honour, that I will emplo 
all the Credit I have with the Nurcio, which I flatter 
myſelf is of ſome Weight, to engage him to a ſpeedy 
determination in her Favour. Be pleaſed, added he, 
turning to Melicourt to ſend me an exact Memorial of the 
Proceedings, and I will not only be your Advocate my- 
ſelf, but oblige my Friends to join with me in doing you 
all the good Offices in our Power. 

I thanked the Marquis for this Condeſcention, with a 
Warmth which manifeſted how zealouſly I eſpouſed the 
Cauſe of my Friend ; and this Proof of my Sincerity drew 
on me freſh Compliments; but not all the fine Things 
ſaid of me by Perſons, who ſo well knew how to judge, 
could make me eaſy ; my Love had much the Prehemi- 
rence over my Vanity great as it was, and I impatiently 
longed to be alone with Me/icou;t, that I might know 
what my dear Marquis faid to my Letter. But my 
ſuſpence was not yet to ceaſe, and to add to my Perplexi- 
ties, a new Adventure happened which was very near 
betraying at once all I had fo carefully concealed. 

My poor unthinking Aunt, who by accident was in the 
next Room, when ſome Body knocked very loud at the 
Strect-Door, looked out of the Window to ſee who it 
was, and then came running into the Chamber where we 


were, 
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were, crying, Madam, Madam, here is the fine young 
Gentleman that dined with you one Day, come to viſit 
you. The Blood immediately foriook my Heart, and 
flew into my Face, at theſe Words, I knew it mult be 
either my Lover, or Saint Fal ſhe mant; and which 
ever it were, if ſeen by the old Marquis, muit betray my 
Secret in this Confuhon, I got up and ran out of 
the Room without being able to make any Excule to the 
Company L heard the Door open, and kne:y the 
Perſon was let in ! flew to the Stairs, and met 
Saint Fal half way fly, cried I, out of Breath 
with the halte I had made, the old Marquis is here 
unlucky Accident, returned he, I have things to tell 
you of the utmoit Importance————cn.'eavour to get 
rid of my Uncle as ſoon as you can, and I will retura 
when I think he 1s gone what News of the Nlar- 
quis, ſaid 1? Xlad, aniwered he, but this is not a 
'1ime nor Piace to tell you in ſpeaking theſe 
Words he made towards the Street-Door, and at that 
Inſtant ſome Body knecked Perhaps ke is here, 
cried I, more dead than alive at the manner in which he 
had ſpoke ; but if it be, let him inllantly depart. You 
need be under no ſuch Apprehenſions, repiied tlie Count, 
it cannot be him, I wiſh to Heaven it were we 
would find ſome way to conceal him from his Father. 
What is it you mean? My Lord, reſumed I trembling, 
u hat has happened? Saint Ful was going te make ſome 
Anſwer but che knocking redonbled, and I bethouglir 
me of making him run into the Kitchen, till the Perton 
ſhould be let in; and returned to the Company, having 
ordered Barbara to {ee who it was that knocked 
the Coniternation I was in at the few Words the Count 
had ſaid to me on his Couſin's Account, joined to the 
Fears of being diicovered, rendered me fo wild and diſ- 
ordered that I could icarce make any Apology for having 
left my Viſiters ſo abruptly. 

The Marquis, who ſuffered not the leaſt Look or Aſo. 
tion of mine to eſcape his Notice, aſked me in a low 
Voice, if auy thing had happened to me in which he 


could be cf no Service, alluring me, at the ſam: Time, 
d 
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that I might command any thing in his power. I was 
about to reply, tho' | belicve it would have been with 
Diſtraction enough, when I was prevented by the en- 
trance of the Duke 4 { was glad cf this Inter- 
ruption in one Senſe, and vex'd at it in another: being 
unprepared to make a ſuitable Return to what the Father 
ot my Lover had offered, this I:xcu'e ior my Silence wiz 
opportune ; but then any addition to tte Company | h: 
betore, threatning to delay my ta:ling with e, 
and alto to prevent my ſpeaking a iccond Lime to Sin- 
Tul. who had promiſed me to come again, Was the melt 
untortunate Incident that cculd be. 

When every Body had paid thoſe Civiligles to the 
Duke, which his Quality demanded, the Corveriatiun 
waz renewed with a great deal of good Senſe and 89. 
every Body but myſelf ſeemed to exert their t and 
Eloquence ; but I believe my Reader will eaiiy imagine 
the Situation of my Mind at that "Time would not permit 
me to make ule of my little Talents that way. 

They were rallying the Marquis on the Admiration he 
kad ſome time before teſtified tor the Lady oi a certain 
Count, who came to ſollicite an Aﬀair at Court, when 
we heard Barbara give a great :cream, and pretentiy at. 
ter ſaw that poor Creature come running in a moli terriv'c 
Fright, crying, Thieves! Thieves! where, 
cried I, all the Company joined with me in the demi, 
and the three Gentlemen immediately had their Eau, 
en their Swords. In the Kitchen, anſuered ſhe, 1 wi: s 
gniry in and found the Door held fait againſt me, aue 
Cn attempting to puſh it open, out ruſkied a Rau, the 
Paſſige was dark, and 1 could not dittinguit!: wii for. 
of Pertun he was, but I am afraid he has th twink t 
Lis Companions, for never a Rogue cfml Mon 
Lave tie Impudence to come alone to ich a Hcy wy 
Noon Pay. I doubicd nat but it was Sit Fo! te 
meut, and was glad to f:nd he had got oft un. roving ; 
but was obliged to feign my ſelf under Apprencniic:.-, nnd 
Partara Legging that the Kitchen migut be fearch i, 
laying that till it were, ſhe durit not venture donn 
—_— wy body ran down in compllance With ber 
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Fear. not the icalt Corner eſcaped their Scrutiny, 
but no Man was to be found; in looking earneſtly about. 
however the Dulze took up a Glove fring'd with Gold, 
which Salat Fal in his hurry had let all; upon my 
Honour, cried the Marquis, with a Smile, this Thief 
is certainly a Man of Faſhion, I imagine he came with 
an intent to fleal ſomething more valuable than any 
thing in the Kitchen————1 wiſh Le had not ſome 
Deſigns on Barbara. Ah! cried the Duke, who knows 
bat the might have other Reaſons than thoſe ſhe pre- 
t-nced for crying out. Ihe Tone in which theſe Words 
were ſpoke, and the Laughter that enſued, made my 
good Aunt, who was but a droll Figure at the belt, 
look exceeding filly ; and the grave Anſwers ſhe made, 
and the Aſſeverations that ſhe knew him not, and that 
he could be no other than a common Thief, heighten'd 
the Mirth, and I believe it would have continued a much 
longer Time, had not the Hour for the Marquis's At- 
e at Court approach'd, and he was oblig'd to 
take leave, tho' as he {aid with Regret. The Duke | per- 
ceived had an Intention to ſtay behind him, but as I 
had not the ſame Awe of him as I had of the other, I 
kad Reſolution enough to let his Grace know, I was 
obliged to write ſome Diſpatches about Affairs of Mo- 
ment to me, for which that Gentleman, pointing to Me- 
licgurt, waited, and had done ſo a conſiderable Time, his 
Grace was too polite to oppoſe my Deſires, and tool: his 
lenve at the ſame Time the Marquis did; Madam 4e 
Gennewval alſo retired, and I was at laſt at Liberty to 
entertain Melicourt on a Subject I was ſo impatient to 
hear: But, good Heaven! how little did I expect or 
d :i:rve what I was going to receive, I tremble to this 
Lay, and my Blood runs cold through all my Veins, 
ven I reflect on the dreadful Tryal to which my For- 
titucſe was put. 

Afer having aſked Monſieur Melicaurt if he had ſeen 
te ilarguis, and what was the Effet of his Embaſly, 
j.c gave me a Letter; there, Madam, faid he, is an 
Antwer to what you wrote, I fear it will not be very 
p.t:/ing to you, and am extremely grieved to be fo un- 
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fortunate in the firſt Buſineſs I have the honour to be 
employed on by you. 

I rather ſnatch'd than took the Paper he preſented to 
me, in the Agony his Words involved me, and hailtitv 


opening it, found in it theſe diſtracting, theſe ſou!- 
rending Lines. 


To Madamoiſelle JeaxETTa. 


The very Addreſs, ſo different from the Stile of a ſond 
Lover to the Object of his Aſſections, was near making 
me faint away, but 1 ſummond all my Reſolution to my 
Aſſiſtance, and with much ado, read on as follows: 


1 Am ſurprizcd, Madam, that a Lady fo much admircd, 
and fo much taken up with the Gallantries of the Age, 
ſpould find Leiſure to make any excuſes for her Behaviour 
to a Perſon who has it not in his Power to make thoſe 
publick Acknorxuleds ments of his Paſſion, hich I find are 
fo agrecable to 8 ade me not, Madam, I pre- 
tend not to complain of the Conduct von have been fra ted to 
obſerve, frece our Arrival at Verſgilles————T avs 
tos much Regard for your Happineſs to diſapprove of thoje 
Civilities, æubich ſeem due to the Quality aud Merit of the 
Duke De — he fuld happen to hawe the /ame 
Intentions fer jeu as had. I ſpall. never upbraid vo 
«ith having put the firft Hand togrardi raifins your For- 
tunc the delicacy of iy Sentiments gl prevent 14 
from ever giving you Diſquict Jour [inclinations ſpall 
not be diſputed by me, and as yu recerve his Grace Viſiter, 
permit him to attend you te the Play, lifien to the / 7 
7 hings he entertains you evith, it avauld be u: par 4.1 
in me to offer auy Interruption to en Intercourſe fo ſati/ 
faRory to you.————You are cr tains indepcadant, ard 
ade no right to demand any Acctunt 5f your A. 
wiſh von more Happineſs than I can now ever Hope to 
„joy my/e 1 If, and ſhall take care never te diflurb veur nc 
Engagments by Vifits no leſs witrefirabl: to pry. If, than 
dijagreeable ta you Farewwill, thercſort Fer- 
ever. 
J. 
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P. S. I beg reu will pie your/elf no trouble to anfaver 


this, far be efjured netting of jours «vill EVErMOore come 40 
* Fiard, 


Let anz Weman who has ever I:rown what 'tis to 
loce ſinceiciy the moit pertect Object in the World now 
Tut ler ef in my Piace, for none but ſuch a one can 
judge of what I ft == my Deſpair was fo great, 
n. Grici {0 poignant, that I could neither ven: it in 
Ieors ner in Complaining motionleſs as a 
Statue did I Rand ſome time Melicoart endeavoured, 
to conſole me a3 | aſterward was told; but I heard not 
ary thing he id al! my Senſes were overwhelm'd, 
me mucn that 1 ſaw not the Count de Saint Fal, who 
entered while I was in this State of Inſenſibility. The 
. tal Letter had dropt from my Hand, and lay near me 
en the Floor, and on his caſting his Eyes on that and 
en me, he no longer was at a lots for the meaning of the 
Condition he found me in. His tender Soul was touched 
with the utmoſt Compaſſion for my Diſtreis, and taking 
me by the Hand, dear Madam, cried he, mitigate your 
Sorrows, and pardon the Author of them ; all his Fault 
is occaſioned by an Exceſs cf Paſſion No, no, my 
Lord, replied I, jult then recovering the uſe of Speech, 
he loves me not he never loved me as he ought; 
for if he had, he could not have treated me in this 
cruel Manne: if there 1s any Sincerity in Man, 


crieil wiid:y ; if all your Proſeſſions of Friendſhip, be 


not as falſe, as wavering, as his are of Leve, aſſiſt me 
to fly from this detetied Place never more will I 
be ſcen of ihe World, never more endure the Sight ef 
baromous unfaithful Nan ! Ah! My dear Saint 
A 1:75, Wy £19 1 not follow the prudent Lindamiue, and 
pail my 4 ays with her in the peaceful Cloyfler! the 
Society ots ſuch Friends would have eunbicd me to 
bear up: geint the Ircachery of a Gel:gning Loser, 
Ko warted Lut a Preteice to abandon me, and no 
doubt ti meh in that whica my Neceßity, not Incli- 
nin entered met gie him. Bat, continued f, 
Mt need hast l of any help to go where only Peice of 
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Mind is to be found I'll diſcover inſtantly who I 
am, to the Father of my ungratcful I over; his Hate 
will do all I could hope for from Affection he wi'l 
ſend me where 1 no more ſhall hear the Name of hun 
who has undone my Quict. 

Thus did |] exclaim til I had ro longer Preath, with- 
out ſuſfering either Mel/icourt cr the Count to ſpeak one 
Word ; but the former having taken his leave, be.ng 
ob'iged to go where his own Airs required his P:ir- 
ſence, the other made known the Genorofity of bis 
Soul, in a manner few Men, it any bellde bimſelf, co tl 
put in Practice; inſtead of taking any Adrantage of my 
Rage againſt the Marquis, for the Iatered of his own 
Paſiion, he employed all his Wit and Eloguence ia favour 
of his Rival: he told me, that diicbliging as this proof 
was of his Love, there could not be a greater than the a- 
louſy he exprelt. Ae then endeavomed to lay bete 
me what Appearances there were, that | merited tome 
little Reſentment, and bega'd I wew'd net pive way te a 
De'pair, which he. was certain would be more afllift.ng; 0 
his Couſin, than any thing | was capable of doing. 

I ſuffered him to proceed without any interruption 3 
but the Fury with which I was at firit poſlen ſubſi ling by 
degrees, an adequate ſhare of Grief took it; Place, and 
buriting into a Flood of "Tears, Ah, my Lord! cricd 1, 
I am but too ſenſible of the Truth of what you ſay—your 
amiable Couſin did certainly once love me thut lie 
does ſo no more is owing to myſelt: my Impred-ace 
and III. management has forſeited the Preteniicns | h:d 
to his Heart [ have been ſo unnappy as to diſelete 
him, perhaps too, to give him tome Uncafnc“ 
O, tell him, my Lord, that J confi the Fault, I have 
been guilty of, tho' led into them only by an Excel of 
Jenderneſs for him tell him, that I will puaich my- 
ſelf for them by forſaking the World, which has nothing 
in it for me without his Love. 

But I will not trouble the Reader with all the ingo- 
herent things I uttered in this terrible Situation; it Hat! 
ſuffice to ſay, that all Monſieur Saint Fal could do, Was 
ineffectual ro bring me to any tollerable Com poſure or 
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Mind, and he was obliged to leave me, it growing 
late, with an inſinite Concern. 

'Che next Day he came again, but found me in the 
ſame Diſtractien, Melicourt alſo employed all his leiſure 
TTours, in endeavcuring to aſſuage my Griefs; but every 
Attetayt to that Purpoſe was in vain. Thoſe two were 
the only Ferions I would ſee, and tho' the old Marquis 


moſt carnelily begg'd to ſpeak with me, I made Bar- 


Fara put hun off tometimes on one Pretence, and ſomes 
times on another. As for the Duke de he had been 
Ev: times at my Lodging without being admitted, in 
che of which, finc2 he could not ſee me, he left for me 
« handiom: Sum cf Money, which the Dounty of the 
kirg had belowed on me, through his Hans, in con- 
1:Uvration of the Services my ſuppoſed Huoſband had been 
aid to have done. But this Favour cauſes me afterwards 
auch Trouble, as will be ſeen hereafter in the Ccurle of 
t,cfe Memoirs. Common Gratitude obliged me to ſuffer 
Lis Grace? to be admitted once after this, I thanked him 
for the Pecommendations he had given me to the King, 
Lut receivel him in fo cool a Manner, that it was eaſy for 
him to perceive his Viſits were not at all agreeable, and 
teitifcd a Concern at it, which convinced me, he was 
entirely ſerious when he told me he loved me. 

Ar length I was alſo obliged to ſee the old Marquis, but 
the Conſtraint I put on myſeif to aſſume a Chearfulneſs 
which was fir diſtant to my Heart, was ſuch a Pain 
that I could ſcarce ſupport it, and beſides, counterfeited 
{> i! the Part I endeavoured to act, that a Perſon of infi- 
nitely leſs Penetration than his I had to deal with, might 
have perceived it. The Views he had at that time in 
Eis Head, however, made him take not the leaſt Notice 
of ary ,\iteraticn in me, and he always behaved to me 
with tie greatelt Good-humour and Complaiſance. 

For eight Days never Creature ſuffered more than I 
dig, durirg all which time I heard nothing of my Lover, 
from the ſeecnd Day after I had received that 
crugt Itter neither the Count nor Melicourt ſeemed 
willing to mention his Name, and tho* I ſeldom ſpoke 
ci ary eliv, I couid obſerve that they evaded all the 
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Queſtious I aſked, by putting others to me foreign to the 
Purpoſe; this Rrangely perplex'd me, and growing quite 
1mpatient to be kept thus in the dark, in a thing which 
ſo nearly concered me, | at laſt got out of them, that the 
Marquis had left Ferſaillus, ard ws gone to join his 
Regiment i in Ger mary; where the War was broke cut. 
' hat an Addition was this to what I feit before ! 
Can Words exbreſs what *twas I ſoffered No. 
*twas d etierable. - nconceivable the very 
Remembrance, even now bieitas I am in the utmoſt of 
y Withes, ſtiikes me with Horror am able 
is proceed no firtker ; but thoſe who talks Intercit 
enovyh in my Story to w.ſh for the Event muil have Pa- 
tionce till I recover m. viett, and contiaue a generous Puy 
fr m. t:ney ſhall icon fee, that the Iiappineſs I now 
enjoy has been brought about by all the Trials of For- 
titade aud Paticuce that Woman could fullain. 


The End of the EIGHTH PART. 
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PART. IX 


FP FT FR this laſt mentioned dreadful 
FA Noel Shock, I ſhut myſelf up from all the 
[£2 V5 World, not excepting the Count De 
ys. We Saint Fal or the obliging Huſband of 
my dear Saint Agnes : Nothing but the 

belt Conſtitution that ever was, could 
have enahled me to ſuſtain the Weight 
of Anzuih, which T then labour'd under—l endeavoured 
to bring myielf to ſome Reſolution where to go; for 
Ferſailles and all the Gaicties of it, were now deteltab.e 
to me: ] had very often thoughts of diſcovering myſeit 
to my Aunt Barbar a, and return with her to the Village. 
As all the Nifortures f had undergone, and even the 
Frrors I ha been guilty of, aroſe from the violent Aﬀec- 
ton I had tor the \larquis, not excepting even that for 
Waaich I was forſaken, it ſeem'd as if Providence did not 


* 
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approve my Tenderneſs, and I ought in Obedience to the 
divine Will, to lay this voluntary Puniſhment on mes. 
to return to my native Meanneſs, and ſubmit to all the 
additional Ills, which the Inſults, I muſt expect to rece:ve 
for my Behaviour, ſince I left it, mult inflict upon me. 


I refleted on the Penance Lindamine laid on 
herſelf, in being obliged to relate her unhappy Story 
wherever ſhe came, and thought my Vanity. deſerved no 
leſs a Humiliation ; but alas ! how littice do we know 
ourſelves, that very Vanity which I wild to moriuly, 
had ſtill too much dominion over me, to permit me to 
continue long in this Reſolution ; atter a long Strug gie. 
therefore, a Monaſtry was the only Refuge I could conteur 
to take, 

I then wrote to Saint Fal, deſiring he would come t5 
me immediately, and as {oon as I faw him, conjared dun 
to comply with what I deſired: Can you doubt it 1 
will do ſo, anſwered he? no, my Lord, ſaid I, your 
Honour and Sincerity are too well known to me, aud ! 
ſhall not heſitate to entreat you will crown the Work you 
have begun, tis all I ſhall ever aſk of you. As I ſpoke 
this, the Tears trickled down my Cheeks, and riang 
Sighs obſtructed the Paſſage of my Words: Permit mc, 
cried the Count, to ſpare you the 'I'rouble of mentioning 
your Commands—— I know what 'tis you expect 
from me you would have me overtake the Maurigui , 
convince him of the Injuſtice of his Suſpicions, and bring 
him to your Feet à Penitent: I will thi; inflant go «bo. r 
it, and if Deſpair has not rendered him deat to NRealon, 
you ſhall be ſatisfed. No, my Lord, replied J, my 
paſt Conduct, as to that Nobleman, has made you pat a 
vrong Conſtruction on the preſent —— ſo far from 
purſuing him with my unhappy Love, 1 wiſh not to {= 
him moure——flis Eyes are now opened 2 tranheat 
Paſſion in my Favour had blinded him, but he now ies, 
the vaſt Diiparity between us, is aſhamed of the VWew:- 
neſs he has been guilty of, and attones for it by ab.indonivg 
me blame him not for remerabring the Dignity 
of his Birth, I only think, he might have quitted nie 
without cruelly accuſing me; ut 1 will tat: 
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no farther on that Subject the happy Moments, 
in which I indulged too flattering Ideas, muſt now 
Luried in eternal Oblivion the Follies into which 
a he:ditrong Paſlion hurried me, be puniſhed, my 
Aim now, my only Aim, is to paſs my whole Life in a 
Convent, and there in the loweſt Station, humble the 
V ride your Couſin's Addteſſes kindled in me J flatter 
myſelf, that Heaven in Pity of my Youth aid Innocence 
will enable me in Time to get the better of a 'l encrnels. 
which not all his Severities has yet extinguiſhed my 
conl.ant Prayers ſhall be to free my Heart from an Image 
too deeply engraven on it, and my Tears inceſlantly 
poured at the Feet cf the holy Altar, will perhaps prevail, 
and reſtore to me that Peace which at preſent is a 
Stranger. 

[ uttercd this in Accents ſo moving, and accompanied 
what I {aid with a Flood of Tears, that Sairt Fal could 
not forbear ſy mpathizing with me, yet was far from a- 
grteing to my deſire of excluding myſelf from the World 
ter ever : he repreſented to me the Danger I ſhould incur 
of being mitcrable, where I expected Eaſe ; by ſuffering 


the worit of 'Torments, that of a too late and fruitleſs | 


Remorſe : Deſpair, he told me, would infallibly be the 
Conſequence of ſuch raſm Vows, which wouid no ſooner 
be made, than I ſucold wiſh to break. He inſinuated 
artfully, that I was not cf a Diſpoſition for a Cloyſter, 
and that tho' I was at preſent out cf Eiumour with the 
World, Time, or perhaps ſ. id he, the Kepentance of my 
Cquf.n, might work a Change in ny Sentiments. 

Heie I interrupted him, ard with an Air which was 
not without ſome Alixturg of Dildain in it, no, Count, 
aid J, tho' 1 love the Naiquis with the utmoſt Tender- 
zeſe, and I tear in ſpite of wy Litcrts mall always do ſo, 
et if he ſhou'd return to his firſt Vous, on no Conſid- 
atica whatever will 1 ever be prevailed upon to fee a 
Man mote, who las once abandoned me————this is 


my fx*d Reſcluticn, and the whole World ſhall never 


{luke it. 
Alonſicur de Saint Fal ſeemed to think very ſeriouſly 
en vat I had ſaid for ſ.ruetime without ſpeaking, and 
when 
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when he did, argued but faintly againſt it: He owned the 
Marquis deſerved I ſhould reſent his haſty Determination 
that I ought not to have been condemned without 
hearing at leaſt what I had to ſay in my Defence; but 
ſtill inũ ſted on the Manner of my doing it. And after 
repeating the ſame —— he had before made uſe of, 
againſt my being a Nun, charming Feanetta, ſaid he, 
your Heart is made for Love you have too lively 
an Imagination to live in a ſtate of Indiſference you 
will always love, and what is in Nature cannot be era- 
dicated would to Heaven that whenever the Object 
changes, it may be in Favour of one, who would make it 
the Buſineſs of his Life to merit you, and ho could ne- 
ver be capable of ſuſpecting you. Ile was going on, 
perhaps to ſpeak even more plain, when Barbara imagi- 
ning, becauſe I had ſent for Saint Ful, I would fee Coin- 
pany as uſua}, brought the Duke De into the 
oom. I was a little vex'd, being not in a Humour to 
ſpeak to any, but thoſe who knew the Cauſe, however 
I received him with the Civility his Rank, and my late 
Obligations to him demanded. But I could not fo far ba- 
niſu the Cloud from my Brow, as to hinder him from per. 
ceiving it, and after we were ſeated, as I was told Madam, 
faid he, you admitted few Viſits for ſome Days palt, | 
would have choſe rather to deprive myſelf of what I look 
on as my greateſt Happineſs, then have broke in on your 
Privacies, had not an odd Affair happened which I thought 
proper to make you acquainted with perhaps, con 
tinued he, your Ladyſhip knows of it already, and that 
has occaſioned the Uneaſineſs I ſee you under, but, Ma- 
dam, I would not have you diſquiet yourſelf too far, depend 
upon it, you have Friends who will give you convincing 
Proofs of their Reſpect for you. 

I was prodigiouſly ſurprized at this Diſcourſe, as | 
could not imagine what new Accident had happened, in 
which I ſhould want the Intereſt of any Friends of his Ac- 
quaintaace ; but as I thought whatever it were, it would 
ferve as a plauſible Pretence for the Perplexity he found 
me in, I pretended not to be whoily ignorant of what 
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he cime about, but bzgg'd him to repeat it, having had, 
as I laid, but an impertect Account, 

Nay, Madam, anſwered he, it ought not to alarm 
you thoſe kind of Impoſtures are frequent here, 
and I do not queſtion but all will be ſet right in a Day or 
twW e tis true, the Affair might occaſion a good deal 
ef Jrouble to ſome Ladies, but with you, Madam, whoſe 
Beauty ardAccompliſhments have intereſted all the Court 
in your Favour, it is quite otnerwiſe; and if there were no 
other Perſons than the Marquis De LY 
and mylelt, and the Count here, to eſpouſe your Cauſe, 
dare aniwer we ſhould be ſufficient to maintain it, agaiult 
al! ſuch impudent Pretenders. 

Judge kind Reader, how greatly this Prelude heightned 
my Curioiity, Meniicur De Saint Fal, gueſſing at my 
Impatience, and feeling no ſmall Share of it himſelf, de- 
fired the Duke not to keep me in Suſpence, but relate 
what he knew of this Adventure. 

I think myſelſ obliged to do fo, replied he, becauſe 
perhaps it may have reach'd this Lady's Ear, in a man- 
ner very different from Truth. About four Hours ago, 
Madam, a Woman of much the ſame Age with your 
Lady ſhip, tho' not a thouſandth Part fo lovely, ſent in 
your Name, to beg a Moments Audience of me; I was 
at that Time very tuil of Company, but not imagining it 
could be any other than yourſeif, I quitted them immedi- 
& Ely, and went into another Room to receive you; but 
I was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd to find inſteadof you, x Perſon 
J had never {cen bcfore as I did not offer to diſguiſe 
it, your Grace, {uid the, is not the only one, who ex- 
picſies an Aſtoniſhment at ſceing me, I have heard the 
whole Court is prejudiced in Favour oi a Woman, who 
las te Een my Name upon her, and pretending that the 
Court de Rode was killed in the Service, has received a 
hand ſe me h itert from the King: my Huſband, continued 
ſo, Hezven be pralted, is itill living, tho' in an ill fate 
ct Ilealth, and unable to follicit for himſelf, has ſent me 
to Verſailles to inilote ſome Portion of his Majeſty's 
Bounty, nor ſ. culd dacht the Succeſs of my Petition, had 
wot this Impolluze presented me. 
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That Word, Madam, continued he, obliged me to 
hinder her proceeding any further, I told her that nothing 
but the Conſideration of her Sex, prevented me from 
treating very ill, a Perſon who ſhould take upon herſelf 
the Name of a Lady, whom I was well acquainted 
with, and had the greateſt Reſpe& for; ſo adviſed her 
to make no farther mention of ſo impertinent an Affair; 
and added, that if I heard any more of it, I ſhould be leſs 
ſcrupulous in what Manner I reſented it. 

To this ſhe replied, that it was very unjuſt to prefer the 
counterfeit to the real Perſon ; but that ſhe ſaw how mat- 
ters went, and would complain to the War Office; for 
as to the Favours received from the Kirg in her Name, 
ſhe did not ſo much regard that loſs, as the giving out 
that her Huſband was dead, by which Report his Com- 
miſſion might be diſpoſed of to another, and his Family 
ruined—ſhe ſaid much more to the ſame pur poſe, but I 
was not of a Diſpoſition to hear her, and ſhe went mutter- 
ing away: ſince this, I have been told, ſhe has 
actually preſented a Petition to the Council of War, and 
offer'd to produce a Certificate from the Colonel of the 
Regiment, in which ſhe affirms her Huſband is a Captain. 

The Secretary has juſt now ſent me a Detail of this 
Affair, and ſeems mclinable to believe the Clamour ſhe 
makes has ſome Foundation ; 1 am therefore, now come, 
Madam, continued he, to know in what manner you 
would have me act; for I believe we ſhall be obliged to 
prove at the Office, that no Fraud has been put in prac- 
tice, and that tho' there ſhould happen to be another of 
the ſame Name, yetthat you are the Widow of one Count 
De Roches, who died in the Service, and the Perſon whole 
Name was inſerted in the Memorial I preſented in your 
Behalf ; and if you will take my Advice, you will im- 
mediately put the thing paſt Diſpute, by giving an ac- 
count of the Place and Particulars of your Huſband's Death, 
that a proper Enquiry may be made, and your Ladyſhip 
acknowledged for what you are. 

The Count, who all the Time the Duke was ſpeaking 
| ſeemed in a deep Study, no leis perplexed than mylelt, 
a: he had inaocently been che Cauſe of this new Trouble 
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to me, anſwered with a Gaiety, which very much ſur- 
priz'd me, that the Woman who called herſelf the Coun- 
teſ De Roches, could only be a Cheat; for ſaid he this 
Lady can bring ſufficient Proofs, in two Hour's Time, 
who ſhe is. But, purſued he, turning to me, I re- 
member you told me that urgent Buſineſs obliged you to 

out, tho? your Politeneſs would not permit you to ſay 
© before his Grace you may therefore, I ſuppoſe, 
defer giving the Proof expected from you till to-morrow ? 
O by all means, replied the Duke, any time 
within theſe three Days will ſuffice ; and I am extremely 
concerned, if my Viſit has detain'd the Lady a Moment, 
from proſecuting her Intentions. I ſaw that the Count 
had ſaid this for no other Reaſon than to get rid of the 
Duke, that we might conſult together on what was to be 
done, and ſaid, that indeed the Affair which called me 
abroad, was ſuch as could not be well diſpenſed with, 
and hoped his Grace would pardon a Rudeneſs, which 
Neceflity enforced. He ſaid a thouſand polite Things in 
Anſwer to this, and took his Leave : Saint Fal went out 
with him to avoid Suſpicion, but gave me to underſtand 
by a Sign, that he would ſoon be with me again. 

After I was alone, if one can be ſaid ſo to be with a 
thouſand tormenting Ideas, I grew more reſolute than 
ever to quit Verſailles, this laſt Adventure had indeed 
rendered my Departure abſolutely neceſſary, and the 
Count returning immediately, I expreſſed ſuch an Im- 
patienc: to be gone, that he had nothing to oppoſe againſt 
it. This generous Friend was perfectly overwhelm'd 
with Grier, for having given me this new Diſturbance, 
by making me pais for the Counteſs De Rochet, but as 
he knew not there was any ſuch Perſon in being, it was 
impoſſible, for him to foreſee the ill Conſequences attending 
what he had done; but I told him it availed nothing to 
reflect on the poi, Time was too precious to be loſt in 
Diſcourſes of this Nature, and I muſt now think of ſe- 
curing myſelf, from any ſuch Vexations for the future; 
J therefore reiterated my Requeſt, of being conducted to 
a Monaltery, whence, I ſaid, nothing ſhould prevail upon 
me to go out, for the whole remainder of my Liſe. 

Monſieur 


1 
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Monfieur De Saint Fal perceiving I was ſo bent upon 
it, and that all he had ſaid to diſſuade me, ſerved only to 
make me find more Arguments for what I had deter- 
mined, very artfully deſiſted any Attempt to alter my 
Opinion, but told me, that 'till things were prepared 
for my being received into a Convent, it was proper I 
ſhould retire re This I agreed to, and the next 
Morning was fix d for my parting from Yer/ailles ; and 
in order to deceive Madam De Genneva/, whom we had 
all the Reaſon in the World to diſtruſt, Saint Fal acquain- 
ted her, that being ſtraitned for Room, I had taken a 
Houſe, which I intended to furniſh, expecting very ſoon 
an Increaſe of my Family—————She who ſuſpeted no- 
thing of the Truth, made anſwer that ſhe was ſorry to 
loſe me, but ſuppoſed I was going to be married, and as 
ſoon as I thought proper to declare it, would not fail 
coming to congratulate me. The Count anſwer'd her 
only with a Smile, and that inquiſitive Woman imagi- 
ning tte Thing was as ſhe ſaid, enquired no more about 
It. 

Early the next Morning, as we had concerted, all my 
Furniture was taken down ; but inſtead of being remo- 
ved to the Place intimated to Madam De Gennewal, it 
was conveyed by one of the Count's Servants to Paris, 
on Carriages hired for that Purpoſe. 

Juſt before my Departure, I ſent for Monficur Mel:icourt 
and acquainted him with my Journey, and the Mo- 
tives of my uacertaking it; 8 to write to him, 
as ſoon as I was fix' d, that he might ſend me an Account 
of his Affairs from Time to Time. He teſtified the ut- 
molt Senſe of my Regard for him, and ſaid he hoped to 
be at Paris, in a ſhort Time, and would then infallibly 
wait upon me 

When we deſire moſt Secrecy, Fortune for the moſt 
Part throws ſomething in the Way to endanger a Dil- 
Covery ————Saint Fal ſet out before me on Horſeback, 
aud wa: to wait for me ata ſmall Village near Yer /ailles, 
vent with Barbara in a Poſt-Chaiſe, which he had 
provided fur me, and was bleſſing Heaven, for having 
made my Eſcape without any croſs Accident EG; 

when 
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when turning towards the great Alley, I met a Coach 
and Six, in which I ſaw the old Marquis De L-V—, 
he paſs'd cloſe by me, and tho' I was pretty much muffled 
up, I could diſcern he knew me, by the Earneſtneſs of 
his Looks and a Smile ; what he diſcovered in my Coun- 
tenance I know not, but I believe there was Confuſion 
and Fear eaſy to be read in it, but we preſently loſt Sight 
of him: My Chaiſe went at a great rate, and purſued the 
Road to Paris, and his Coach drove on to Verſailles. 
As he did not ſtop, nor as I could perceive ſent any Body 
aſte me, I flattered myſelf, that the Surprize I had been 
in, was all the Conſequence of this Rencounter. 

Tho' i had but a ſhort Way to go before I met the 
Count, yet did many Reflections run through my lind 
in that lime, the Unkindneſs of my dear Marquis 
was itill the molt predominant—He no longer loves me, 
cried I to myſelf, he abandons me to be the Sport of 
Fortune, and intereſts himſelf no more in what cver ſhall 
befali me Ah! that I could behave with the ſame 
Indifference to him that I could free my Heart from 
his too enchanting Image, I am told I am formed 
for ſoft Delires—thart Love has the great: Share in my 
Compoſition, why then cannot I reward the Services of the 
moſt generous Man on Earth—the cemplaiſant, the ten- 
der, the faithful Saint Fal he never would have 
uſed me thus I then began to think how happy I 
might be, if I could once bring myſelf to love the Count 
and, as in theſe Moments I wiſh'd to do ſo, I took 
Pains to recolle& all he had done for me, his Ditintc- 
reſtedneſs, his Politeneſs, his noble Behaviour, and when 
I made a Compariſon between the Marquis and him, with 
regard to me, the one ſeemed an ungratefa!, the other a 
conſtant Lover; and tho' 1 was far from being able to 
change the Object of my Paſſion, yet I look'd on it as a 
Proof of the greateſt Weakneſs in me. "Theſe Miedita- 
tions remained with me, till I arrived at the Place ap- 
pointed, and Saia Tul waited for me with a livery Coach, 
into which I went with him, and ſet Barbara on a Horſe. 
ſending back the Chaiſe, in order to prevent the Flace I 
was going to, from being ſuſpected. 


No 
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No Difficulties attended our Journey, we arrived at 
Paris in good Time, and Saint Fal conducted me to a 
neat handiome Apartment, conſiſling of four Rooms and 
a Kitchen, I thanked him in the moſt obliging Manner, 
for the Care he had taken of every T hing, and thinking 
myſelf happy in ſuch a Friend, appeared infinitely more 
chearful than could be expected from a Perſon in the 
Situation I then was in, and the Deſpair I had ſo lately 
teſtif ed: He was charmed with the Change he found in 
me, and as he has fince acknowledged, nothing but the 
Apprebenſions that betraying any Tranſports might 
have rendered me more determined of retiring to a 
Cloyſter, hindered him from throwing himſelf at my 
Feet, and expreſũng his Satisfaction in the moſt tender 
and paſſionate Term: what a Procf of Delicacy 
did he give in putting this Reſtraint upon himſelſ. 
how few Men there are that are capable of acting in that 
mant.er, and how much ought a Woman that contracts 
a Frier.dfhip with ſuch a one to value him! 

We ſupp'd together, and the next Day he came again 
to viſit me, [ wou!d needs keep him to dine, and after the 
Cloth was taken away, he defired I would examine my 
little Library, to which he told me he had made ſome 
Addition. I complied with his Requeſt, and found ſe- 
veral entertaining Books, which 1 had never ſeen before ; 
among them were the celebrated Novels of Madam de 
Gomez, the Title of one pleaſing me extremely, I ſingled 
it out with a Deſign of amuſing myſelf with it, after he 
was gone, and this gave him an Opportunity of entring 
into a Diſcourſe of thoſe little Treatiſes. | 

There is nothing, ſaid he, that gives a better turn to the 
Mind, than reading ſuch Hiſtories, wrote in this manner, 
for whether there be any thing of reality in them or not, 
Virtue is always inculcated——— a Nobleneſs of Soul is 
always repreſented in the molt lively Colour, and it's 
contrary rendered fo diſagreeable, that whcever finds in 


- themſelves the leaſt hikeneis of ſuch a Picture, will, if 


not hardned in Vice, endeavour to put ancther mode 
upon their way of Thinking. Beſides, there are many 
who would fly a grave Remonſtrance, are inſenſibly led 


by 
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by the gay turn generally found in Writings of this Na- 
ture to imitate the good Examples contained in hem 
no Inſtruction makes ſo great an Impieſiion = e 
Mind, as that which is conveyed through the Cari) of 
Pleaſure there is a Love of Liberty © :herent 
to Mankind, that any Thing that carries tn it the 
air of Compulſion is ſure to be avoided : but it is my 
Opinior, that the rougheſt Nature in tie Mud may be 
ſoothed into Good-manners, and be capable of doing 
every Thing that can be wiſhed, when the Change ſhall 
ſeem to come from tſelf alone. 

He ſaid many more things to the ſame Purpole, and 
concluded with an Apology for having been ſo tedious ; 
for, ſaid he, I fear I am fo enfortunate as not to enter 
upon thoſe Subjects of Converſation that are molt agree- 
able to you. I aſſured him that he could ſpeak of very 
few Things, that would not be rendered ſo by his manner 
of expreſſing. He returned this Complement with a 
low Bow, and then ſaid, charming Feanetta, how 
truly amiable is your Mind, that can lay ſuch a Reſtraint 
on yourſelf to oblige your Friends. I have now enjoyed 
the Pleaſure of your Society for almoit two Days, yet 
you have never once mentioned the Marquis ; in ſpeaking 
theſe Words, he looked me full in the Face, as tho' he 
would read my inmoſt Thoughts, whatever Gloſs I 
* put upon them by my Words. 

felt my Heart flutter, and an unuſual Warmth o' re- 
ſpread my Cheeks at that Inſtant ; but calling all my 
Courage to my Aid, why my Lord, cried I, would you 
remind me of a Man I am deſirous of forgetting ? 
Why would you recall any Reflections of what has been, 
ſince it is now ſo no more the Struggle is hard; 
but ſtill I flatter myſelf Reaſon will get the better of an 
ill-treated Softneſs—_—__no, continued I, with an Air 
of Haughtineſs, great as he is by Blood, his Inſtability, 
his Inconſtancy ſets him below my Notice perhaps 


even now he offers to another thoſe Vows, that Heart 
he a thouſand Times has ſworn ſhould never be but 


Oh ! 
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Oh! what a Medley is a Lover's Mind ! what contra- 
dictory Ideas riſe in the ſame Inſtant thwarting each 
other; while I ſpoke, Indignation and Tenderneſs had 
an equal ſhare in my divided Heart———at once I hated 
and loved. Ihe Count was too quick-Aghted not to 
diſcover this Truth, and with a Sigh which ſeemed to 
rend his Breaſt, Ah, Feanetta! Feanetta, cried he! this 
Anger of yours informs me but tov well ct what I longed, 
= feared to know the Marquis ſtill is, and will 

ever dear to you, and Saint Fal forever wretched— 
but I revere and adore the Mouth that pronounces my 
Doom, and before eight Days are paſt, will give you 2 
convincing Proof, that my Paſſion for you is greater even 
than yours for my too agreeable Couſin, ard that is go- 
ing to the greateit heighth it can arrive at. 

Ir Hurprize I was in at theſe Words, whoſe Meaning 
J could not comprekend, and yet {ſeemed to imply ſome 
great Deſign, ſhewed itſelf in my eager Reply. What 
Proofs, cried I, and in ſo ſhort a Time? what 
relation can any Proof of your Affection have to that of 
the Marquis ? ; 

Alas! reſumed he, how impoſlible is it for you, 
Madam, to conceal how precious he is to you! 
you would not have been thus impatient for unriddling 
this Myſtery, had my Words regarded only myſelf ; but, 
for your Puniſhment, added he, with a forced Smile, 
1 will not eaſe you of this Suſpence, till I have your 
Promiſe not to think of going to a Monaſtry till my 
return. 

Return ! faid I, more amazed, whether are you 
going? Ah, my Lord, you will not forſake me ſure, 
till you have ſeen me ſettled according to my wiſh ? 
How obliging, replied he, would be that fear in other 
Circumſtances Ah! Count, interru I, can you 
make a doubt of the Friendſhip I have for you, which I 
owe to you, and which you are ſo truly worthy of. 
take not a Pleaſure therefore in giving me theſe Alarms 
what Riddle is this, that is not to be ſolved, but 
on Condition ? T conjure you add not to my Diſ- 
quiet: that of Uncertaint believe J cannot bla 

| : w 


116 The Virtuous Villager; or 


while I think there is any thing relating to you that 
requires Concealment. 

Ah! Madam, cried he, lifting up his Eyes, how 
greatly am I indebted to your Friendſhip——would to 
Heaven the leaſt ſhare of this kind Concern proceeded + 
from a ſofter Motive; but I muſt be content, nor ſuffer 
you to continue longer in Suſpenſe know then, molt 
adorable of your Sex, purſued he, that my Duty calls 
me to the Army, where I ought to kave been ſooner, 
if I could have prevailed on myſelf to have left you ſur- 
rounded with the Perplexities you were in at Yerſailles ; 
but as you are now without all Queſtion, ſafe from my 
Uncle's Enquiries, I go with more Trauquility 
I ſhall ſee the Marquis the Moment I reach the Regi- 
ment, and in eight Days time you all have an Account 
of his Behaviour, and Sentiments concerning you 
whatever they may be at preſent, I ſhall ſoon convince 
him how deſerving you are of his Aſſedtion, and probably 
my Letter to you will be accompanied with one from 
him no leſs ſatisfactory, than the laſt you received from 
him was the contrary. 

O Love, how powerful art thou ! the Count had no 
ſooner given me hopes of being ſtill dear to the Mar- 
quis, and that I again ſhould fee him, the fond, the 
engaging Adorer he had been, than my Soul imbibed 
the rapturous Idea, and felt immeaſurable Delight. 
I now no longer regretted the Departure of Monſieur 
de Saint Fal, on the contrary I wiſhed him gone 
my Thoughts out- ſtrip'd the Wind; he had not left off 
ſpeaking a Moment before my Imagination preſented him 
talking to my Lover, attelling my Innocence, all 
Things cleared up, the dear Man at my Feet, entreating 
Pardon for his unjuſt Suſpicions, a Reconciliation, mu- 
tual Tranſports, and ten Thouſand Day-Dreams, which 
none but thole who love with an equal ſhare of Warmth 
and Delicacy can be capable of concealing. 

Monſieur de Saint Fal pretending not to obſerve what 
paſſed in my Heart, thu" as he afterwards told me it was 
eaſy enough to be read in my Countenance, entertained 
me on indifferent Things, for which I was not a little 

difobliged ; 
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diſobliged: I had forbad him to ſpeak of the Marquis 
to me, but I now did not thank him for obeying my 
Commands : The flattering Idea of being again beloved 
by him, ſo took up all my Thoughts, that I wiſhed to 
ſpeak of no other 'T opick. 

Atlait this noble ſpirited Friend took his leave, and 
while coing ſo, I cculd perceive ſome Tear: trickle down 
his Cheek:, in ſpite of his Endeavours to reltrain them, 
and juſt as he leſt the Room, beautiful Feanetta, ſaid he, 
make yourſeif as eaſy as poſſible, be aſſured you 
ſhall ivon hear of me, and of him likewiſe whom you 
moſt wiſh to be informed of: Theſe Words reminding me 
that he {aw through all the Efforts I made for diſquiſing 
my Affection for the Marquis, made me call him back, 
and engage the molt ſolemn Promile from him not to inter- 
fere too farin my behalf—the Thought of making any 
advances on my Part, was equal almoſt to the loſs of 
him, and in ſpite of all my Tenderneſs, I diſdained to 
owe his return to any other motive than his Love. I 
made him alſo give me his Word and Honour to write 
me a full Account of all that paſſed between him and 
his Couſin with regard to me, without ſuppreſſing the 
leaſt Circumſtance on any Confideration whatever; and 
in return for this, aſſured him I would not make an 
alteration in my way of Lite, much leis think of a 
Monaſtery till he returned. 

The firſt Day aſter the Departure of this incomparable 
Friend I was very much dejected: Solitude ſeemed 
frightful to me, and indeed it muſt be confe ſſi , that a 
young Perſon ſuch as I was, without any Acguaintance, 
any Diverſien, mult be at a great lots ho tc paſs her 
Time my only Comfort was in the expectation of 
hearing ſoon from the Camp; the charming hope that 
Saint Fal had inſpired me with of the Alarquis's ſtill 
lcving me, gave ine ſometimes tuch Sp'rits, that whoever 
nad ſeen me would not have ſuſpected I hu! any thing to 
troubie me; but then at others 1 Lad dereuc Senti- 
ments, and could not perſuade mvielt ! ſhould ever tte 
him more [ was one Nloment all Extaſy cf 
Joy —— —the next all Sorrow and Depair 
Loping, doubting, perplexed, I weuld walk wie 
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Hours together, backwards and forwards, looked through 
the Windows, without having any Object in view—— 

2nt from one Room to another, without knowing 
why, and fatigued myſelf more than if I had been em- 
ployed in ſome laborious Work: when the Mind is 
greatly oppreſſed it always obliges the Body to fee! ſome 
ſhar 


e. 

At laſt I betook myſelf to Reading, and the Relief I 
found in it is inexpreſſible. La Belle Aſemblie was a 
Book that infinitely pleaſed me : the vaſt Variety of Ad- 
ventures it contains, the many fine, and always juſt Quo- 
tations from Hiſtory, both amuſed and inſtructed me, 


while the excellent Leſſons of Virtue and Morality every 


where inculcated, ſerved to ſtrengthen me in thoſe Prin- 
Ciples, I had always made it niy Reſolut ion to con- 
tinue in. Next to this, Io moſt delighted with the 
Works ot Meſſieurs De Crebiilun and De Marivaux ; had 


it not been an Indecorum, for a yourn;: Woman, to ſeek 


the Acquaintance of Men, I ſhould have endeavoured to 
have obtain'd theirs ; and very much ei vyed the Happi- 
neſs of thoſe who enjoyed the Couverſation of ſuch agree- 
able Perſons. Nor do I think myſelf to blame in this 
rticular, *tis ungrateſul, methinks, not to allow ſome 
ortion of our Favour to thoſe whoſe Writings pleaſe us ; 


and, alſo, a very high Injuſtice to ſufter ourſelves to ad- 


mire the Books, and at the ſame Time deſpiſe the Authors, 
*tho" this is too common a Practice: And fince I have 
co me to more knowledge of the World, I have often ob- 
ſerved Volumes in the Libraries of the great, molt rich- 
ly bound and giit, while thoſe who have laid ont their 
Brains in the compoling them, have been cloath'd in 
Rags ; but then it muſt be confeſs'd, that it is only 
among a certain Number, who have taken it into their 
Heads to diſcourage every thing, that has more Wit than 
themſelves. Fcr my own Part, I ſhall always acknow- 
ledge, that if I have any thing amiable in Converſation, 
I owe that Advantage to Reading ; and I would recom- 
mend to all thoſe of my Sex, who would wiſh to create a 
laſting Admiration, to paſs a great Part of their Time 
20 a Cloſet of well choſen Books, 

3 Time 
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Tirae, in this Employment, glided away with much 
leſs Anxicty than it had done before, and I began to find 
no want of any other Society, *till one Morning as I 
was getting out of Bed, my Ears were agreeably ſur- 
priz d with one of the moſt melodious Voices I had ever 
hcard. I could eafily diflinguiſh it proceeded from a 
Perſon of my own Sex, and was in the Apartment over 
me: from that Moment I with'd to be acquainted with 
her, and Barbara informing me, that it was a young 
Lady who lodged in that Floor, I ſent my Compliments 
to her with an Invitation to come down; the very readily 
complied with my Requeſt, and in the Aiternoon made 
me a Viſit. 

Her Appearance was no leſs agreeable than her Voice 
had been, ſhe was three or four and twenty, had a fine 
Face and Shape, and ſomewhat in her Air that made me 
think her a Woman of Condition, which her Diſcourſe 
afterward confirmed, ſhe making mention of ſeveral Per- 
ſons of Quality, who were related to her. 

She had beſides her other Perfections an infinity of Wit, 
and even in this firſt Viſit ſo agreeably entertain'd me, 
that I was quite impatient for a ſecond. She ſeem'd to 
have taken no leſs a Fancy to me, and we became in a 
ſhort Time as intimate, as if we had known each other 
from our Infancy. | 

We dined together almoſt every Day, but generally 
paſs'd the Afternoon in our reſpective Apartments, I ex- 
preſs'd ſo much my Deſire of living a retired Life, that 
Me, who ſaw a great deal of Company, did not judge it 
proper to break in upon my Manner, any more than ] 
to be a Witneſs of who came to her in fine, we had 
our Reaſons for being ſeparate at thoſe Hours, tho* mine 
were vaſtly different from hers, as it afterwards proved. 

Indeed, I was ſo charmed with her Converſation, that 
could 1 have enjoyed it alone, I could have been glad 
never to have been ſeparated from her; but an Adventure 
ſoon after happened, which ſhewed me, ſhe had a way of 
living, which I little ſuſpected, and alſo convinced me how 


dangerous a thing it is, to enter into an Intimacy with 


a Perſon of one's own Sex, without being previouſly ac- 
| quainted 
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quainted with their Morals and Characters. What ha- 
zards do young Creatures, with any tolerable Share of 
Beauty run, when left to themſelves ! How little are they 
able to forſee the Snares laid for them, too often by their 
own dex! Without a great deal of Prudence, and that too 
ſupported by Advice, Virtue may be ſurprized into Ruin, 
even when it thinks itſelf molt ſafe Happy 1s it 
for me, I did not buy this Experience too dear ; for 
which | think myſelf not all indebted to my own Dilcre. 
tion, but, as I have often ſaid, to the Interpoſition of an 
all-ruling Providence, which ever ſnatch'd me from tic 
Precipice of Infamy and Deſtruction, when I was the 
neareſt falling into it. 

One Evening, I was reflecting with great Anxiety, 
that I had not yet heard from the Camp: Nlonficur 
the Count De Saint Fal, having ever been the molt punc- 
tual Man in the World, and as he had aſſured me that he 
would write immediately on his Arrival, nothing could 
be more ſtrange, than that three whole Weeks were elap- 
ied without my receiving any Letter. My Imagination 
therefore was on the Rack, to aſſign ſome Motive ſar 
this Omiſſion, when Madamoiſelle Tania, for ſo my 
new Acquaintance was called, came into my Chamber, 
and aſk'd me if I would not do her the Faycur to ſup 
with her. I have deen unuſually dull, all this Day 
ſaid ſhe, I know nothing but yourſelf that can diſſipate 
a Melancholy for which I can aſcribe no Cauſe 
come then, my Dear, and help to chace away this Fit of 
the Spleen. The Humour I was in that Moment, ſo 
much reſembled what ſhe deſcribed, that 1 preſently 
accepted her Invitation, and went with ker into her 
Apartment. 

The Entertainment ſhe gave me was very elegant, 
and render'd much more fo by her enlivening Coaver- 
ſation, as dull as the pretended to have been, her {park- .. 
ling Wit adding a thouſand Graces to all the little £:or.cs 
fie told for my Amulement infinitely charin'd me 
in the height of her Gaiety, however, ſte let fall {ome 
Words which I could not fincereiy approve, and {c:re- 
times made me look very grave, but the rallied- me jon 
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my over great Nicety, as ſhe termed it, mimicking the 
Countenance I put on, whenever ſhe ſaid any thing 
that I thought ſeemed too fiee, and by that Means obli- 
ged me to quit it for a Smile. Are we rot alone, {aid 
the, and may we not, as we are cf the ſame Sex, indulge 
a li:tle Liberty in Converſation, by way of Compenta- 
tion, for the ſevere Reſtraint we are obliged to put cn 
ourſelves before the Men. 

This Woman was certainly the moſt artful Creature 
that ever was, as will appear by the Stratagem ſlue had 
contrived to bring about, what by any other Mears {te 
imagined impracucable. As ſhort as our Acquaintance 
was, ſhe might eatily be convinced I was virtuous 
I had no Men that viſited me, I liv'd wichout doing any 
thing for my Support, ſo that all ſhe could think was, 
that I was a young Widow in good Circumſtances, and 
ſo much concern'd for the loſs of my Huſband, that I 
avoided all Company. I had been one Day at Church 
with her, where an Acquaintance of hers ſeeing me, be- 
came very much enamour'd with me; and, as it aſter- 
wards proved, engaged her to intro1uce him to my Com- 
pany. But this was no eaſy thing for her to do, though 
in Order to effect it, ſhe had for ſeveral Days preſe'd me 
to make one at Quadrille in her Apartment; but I plain- 
ly told her, I was reſolved to nylte no new Acquain- 
tance, and excepting herſelf, would ſee no Company; cn 
which ſhe gave over her Importunities; but not her De- 
fign upon me, the Baſeneſs of which will preſently ap- 
* and the narrow Eſcape I had, ] hope will be a 

arning to my Sex, how they enter too precipitately 
into any Intimacy with Strangers. 

In order to chear my Spirits, as ſhe ſaid, this inſinu- 
ating Creature was continually filling my Glaſs with a 
{mall Muſcadine Wine, the Flavour of which, notwith- 
ſtanding my natural Temperance, pleas'd me ſo much, 
that I drank more than was cuſtomary with me. By 
Degrees I grew exceeding chearſul, and at lai went o 
far as a Song, which till then I had never Cone in her 
Company. Mademoiſelle Junia was ſo delighted with 
the Sweetnels of my Voice, or pretended to be ſo, that 
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I was eaſily prevail'd upon to ſing again; and when 1 
had done, well, {aid ſhe, you are certainly in the right to 
ſhut vourle:f up from the \ſen, for if they once were ac- 
quainted with you, you would have no I ruce from their 
Sollicitations 
] was not indebted to her for this Compliment, but 
return'd it wita equal Politeneſs, and I am ture with 
much more Since ty. After wh.ch, looking on me with a 
great deal of Suceincſs, you little know how trolickſome 
1 am, ſaid ſhe; but as much as you praiie me, and ima- 
vine yourleif acquainted with my Shape and Air, I 
would venture any Wager you will not believe, preſent- 
ly, that 1 am the real Tania your Friend. I offer'd to 
ſtake on that Hcad ; no, no, reſumed ſhe, I am certain 
of your loling, and don't defire to win your Money. 
Fll cell you, therefore, before-hand, how I will diſguiſe 
myſelf: 1 love prodigiouſly to act the Part of a Man, 
my Woman can tell you how naturally I do it, and 
have a rich Suit for that Purpoſe, whenever I have a 
Mind to be innocently merry,— 1 go and dreſs 
my ſelf, continued ſhe, and you ſhall hear how I can 
make Love. I burſt out into a Fit of Laughter at the 
Oddity of this Whim ; but told her, that I was poſi- 
tive that whatever Diſguiſe ſhe put on, ſhe would be al- 
ways agreeable. | 
Juit as I was ſpeaking, ſomebody knock'd at the 
Door? Ah! my good Ged, cry'd ſhe, who is this now, 
that comes to interrupt us? Go continued ine 
to ker Chambermaid, ſee who it is, I am not at home 
to any body but my dear Saint Clare —ſhe will 
join with us in the Frolick ; but as for any other, make 
ſome Excuſe. 
This Order made me eaſy, for beſides that I was not 
dreſ,'d, I had laid it down as a Rule, that I would ſee 
no Company. The Lady whom Funia had mentioned 
enter'd immediately, and was fo agreeable, that I was 
rot at all concern'd ſhe had been admitted. Having 
been inform'd of the little Comedy her Friend was go- 
in; to act; I am glad of ic, ſaid ſhe, for though I have 
ſeen jou do it a hundred Times, I believe, yet I ſhould 
never 
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never be weary: You cannot imagine, Madam, conti- 
nued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to me, how very diverting 
ſhe is———— you would ſwear ſhe was a real Mon. 
About ſix Mcnths ago, ſhe was thus difguiſed in tle 
Country mede Leve to a very pretty Won an, 
who, knowing nothing of the Deception, was charnod 
with her in gocd carneſt; the untavelling the My leery 
was whimſical encugh, for though ſhe had telolv'd never 
to marry, the Addreiles of Janin gave ber an Incimation 
in Favour of the Sex; and in a Fo: ring] t after, ſhe be- 
came the Wife of one who far Years lad purſue. he er in 
vain. This Story made me laugh, ard begin to le im- 
patient for the Proof how wood a Mimicht l. u 
the did not make me wit long, for going into another 
Room with her Maid, in o: Ger to dress as fo ſaid, left 
Saint Clare to entertain me in the mean Time. 

In leſs time than I expected cut came a Gentleman 
richly habited, he threw hiraſeif at my Feet, and be- 
haved with all the Tenderneſs cf the mo{t ret ectiul 
Lover. Mademoiſelle Saint Clare langind im mo- 
derately, and every Moment cry*d to me, does ſhe nat 
it excel:ently ; beyond Imagination, antu er- I; bas vl : 
does ſhe wear a Vizard? If we lad laid any Wager on 
my not knowing her in this !Zavit, if that! ad not been 
out of the Queſtton, I ſhond have taken the Liberty to 
have drawn Stakes. O! ſaid the other, ſhe wears that 
Maſk, which is very handſome, to make the thing look 
more natural; we Wemen you know have always a 
certain Modelty i in our Faces, which does rot avrec with a 
Maſculine Habit. This paſied very well wi: i me, © and 
I ſuffer'd my Gallent to preſs my Hands, and careſs me 
in a very amorous Manner; on Mhicn growirg more 
bold, he put his Arm about my Waiit, and liter enge 
myſelſ attempted to pluck off his Maße then ler miig 
offended at my Coyneſs he carried his Deveirs to Sur: 
Clare, then turned to me again; while I ſuſpeciig no 
manner of Deceit, ſuffer'd myſelf to be very much 
verted with this Metamorphoſis, for 1 be!i:ve near an 
Hour ; but, good God ! how was 1 thenderftruck, 


when TI heard the — — lay to Saint Clare, 1 
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am quite tired of this dumb Shew, for Iicaven's fake 
contrive ſome iy to put an End to ii — ſſlie is a 
lovely Creature. 

Huw ought I to bleſs Providence, who that Infant, 
frightcd as I was, inſpired me with a P:efence of Xlind 
to 1void the Snare laid for me. 1 fourd row tle i'nck 
Put upon me, and that all had been a Pictence to int:0- 
duce a Xian, wko could have no other than a diſhonour- 
able Intention, and this allo maniſeſting what Company 
] was ir, terribly alarm'd me: Hewever, I ſhcwei not 
the leait Cnenſineſe, but under the Pretence of giving 
ſome Orders, which | had jull then thought of, to Dae 
bara, 1 went down Stairs, and being got into my Apait- 
ment, made all the Doors to be fait locked and holted. 

As I did not return, Juuia came down, and knock'd 
ↄt the Door; but my Aunt Barbara, to whom I had told 
ihe Story, refuſed to open it, ſaying I was not well and 
was going to Bed. The other inſiſted on ſpeaking to 
me, as did Mademoiſelle Saint Clare who alſo came 
down; but all their Entreaties were ineffeQtual, and they 
were obliged to go back. 

Though I was very poſitive in my Mind, that it was 
really a Man whom Junia had ſubſtituted in her Place, 
yet I was reiolved to be more aſſured that I did not 
u rong her by a falſe Conjecture; I fat up till 1 heard 
Saint Clare come down, and looking through the Key- 
hole, could perceive ſhe was ied by the very Perſon whom 
they would have impoſed upon me for Tania: Though 
they ſpoke very low, I being very atteative, heard 
enough to convince me, my Ruin had been agreed upon, 
and to have been compleated that Night. I ſhudder'& 


wie + reflected on tlie intended monſtrous Piece of. 
Willany, and reſolved henceforward to be very circum-- 


ſpect, and always upon my Guard. | 
Ju ia, Who no doubt expected to have been a conſi- 
derab'e Gainer had her Plot ſucceeded, could not but 
be veep much mortified at the Diſappointment ; ſhe had 
tie Ailurance, as wnat will not Women of her Cha- 
rafter attempt, to come the next Morning to make me 
nüt, but Barbara would not admit her: She com- 
plain'd 


5 
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Plain'd of this Uſage, and fiil, ſhe thought I had been 


a Woman of more Senie, than to quarrel with her for 
a harmieſs Frolick ; all which I taking no Notice ot, 
ſhe wrote to ine, but {ent ker Letter back unopen's ; 
and ſhe, finding my Reſentrient was not ta be appeas's ; 
and, I ſuppoſe, fearing I might ſprolt of this Adven 
ture, ſo as to have her manavr of 1 ie cdi que: tion. 
removed in three Days aft r from her Logging © nd i 
for ſome time reither ſa ror heard anz then of he⸗ 

I had now ſefticient Mater to employ my 1 noup ln 
J receiv'd two Letters, the oc m the Camp, ard the 
other from I Hills; as 1 cou 1 . imagine wi. o {hol 
write to me + fron thence, having left no caquaintance 
bekind me, that I co 115 ſor oe! knew I Was dt Fell, 
my Curiofity prerail'd, even avove my {ove ly we Mar. 
quis; and though Fa Monntely Ras, bo to hear forme 
News of him, vet the Grit I overt! was that from Len- 
failles, where to my inexpreiiible Alionill ment I ond 
theſe Lines. 


The Marius De ** L 
Jeanetta No B 


N wain you fly mem—— vain faltor pow {IO nth 
deceivins my Penetratio" rbatever Aualey 


yon aſſume, or wherever you conceal mark If, I {Fall al. 


ay 1 where you are, and m what manner you f 


your Time. can eaſily comprehend hes much this 
evil! ai yo3u, and the Approberfors cui, mi rat 
rall ri/e in you, at 2 une xgected an Ee t; but try 
onsht to w,, when I eive jou my Tort fav Harm 

that ſo far from doing you a Prat dice,” e K.euuedee I 
Lade of you, ſpall tuns ell, 2 your vl vantage. 
Believe me, beautiful Ila, Iam more r. Fri 2d, 
than ever I was ycur Enemy, and infica 4 77 fx; Hing 
you am reſelved to fix your laſting Haji. 
Doutt net of what I ſay, a Man of my Ag.. 
and Character in the Weorld is above Deceit, and en 19 
Conſideration can be temptcd to break a Promiſe once 
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mace, Le you en wour Part ns ſincere 
an cen Ce ade uct in me nvild mate me move your Friend, 
* 7 . . . 
b io i pn. imagine Abeve all things, 


F-.. 2 
"BJ 0 . . 
te e, teaare Law you enter into any Meaſures that 
, = . . 
foe Fear of v2 may lugceſt, To mere id T fha!l be at 
Suits, cubere I e.ehct. you eil not exdeavour e atoid 
* 1 oy ; 5 . * . 
ijt; ard as 1 ar acguatiited avith your Jiriuc, it 
be yer even Fail; if you dont receive convincins 
% t>: Value J ft uon it Oue Trial more 
„ a4 d 4 F / - ſo. | of 8 
a 354 «vill e fit 2. an much miſtaten, if, 
#, 


51,1 # 
ex 10 
1 
17 


1. 
0 . "Te T2 ” — » 

4. C, % Rt i not [cine brizhter ty the Teſts ard 
4 , Carts Icanrt:a, ca vill hase Reaſon te bleſs the 
C. nA Zei Er ag 2 724 49 inciet Me at tie Jin. 


Ycur Codfather and Friend, 
L 


if my Reader does not here help me out with the 
Farce cf imagination, it will be impoſſible for any De- 
ſcription Jam able to give, to form a true Idea of what 
1 ſeit after reading this Letter. Heavens ! cry'd 


i, have pity on me and afiilt me! What can 
have occalion'd fo firange an Alteration ? What 


can be the old Marquis's Deſigns? How can he fix 
wy i{appinels ? What Trial is it he will make 
me undergo ? Ab, ſaid 1 again, it is too plain 

— his Son has given me up renounced 
me, and to put a ſure End to any future Claim I might 
maize, nus harharoully ſacrificed me to his Father's Re- 
jent nent — —tit muſt be ſo, continued I, this in- 
cenſed Parent ſatisfed with this, lays aſide his Hatred 
and Revenge, and either through Generoſity or Policy, 
will ſettle me in ſuch a manner, as to prevent any fu- 
tare Interconrſe between me and my ungrateful Lover, 
in caſe he ſhould relent, and be willing to perform his 
Vows, This is what he calls fixing my Happineſs, 
zud my well enduring it, is the Trial he mention 
well taen let it be fo I no longer will at- 
tzmpt to fly from an unavoidable Deſtiny. I will 


l. bmit with Fortitude and Patience to my Doom, and if 
g at 
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it be a Cloiſter, will paſs the remainder of my Days in 
Warnings to my Sex, to beware of the faithiels Vows 
of barbarous, inconſtant Man! 

Theſe Excla wations were ſucceeded by a Torrent of 
Tears, which guſh'd in ſuch Abundance from my Eyes, 
that for ſome time I-had not Power to read my other 
Jetter. Nor, indeed, was my impatience for the 
Contents, in any Proportion equal to what it had been; 
I expected to find in it nothing ous Confkrmations of 
the young Marquis's Ingratitude and Cruelty ; however, 


1 at lait venturcd to open it, and received a trech Subject 
for Tears and Complainings. 


To the moſt adorabie Peanetta. 


Should nt till noau habe delay d Writing, had J not 

hoped Day after Day to have rei the News ef 
ſomething material to heave ary wanted Hon gueti; but none 
being yet arrived, the jprever/mns gt ſulbe tiny nec 
palle of neglecting arlat . carncſty recommrded to 
me, has 1 m? ** Lad tale up my 23 «1, leu h bu ve 
nething to ay, but avbat a2 1 be atb dilugreeable t 122 
pleaſing. However, to con; l. c ny Promife of Cone 
cealing nothing from jou; in the F Pl . I aves 79 
unhappy as not to meet the Ma 77 A5 27 1 Arrive! at the 
Camp, he being gone on a Extodition, on <ubich at {is 
own Requeſt bs was Vent. ts he is nat ret e, will 
bis Friends are in gr eat Anxicty for his Safe ty, al tory 
alſo inform me that Ie came hitler ev. rwwclm'd with a 
arrp Melanchely, < «hich he vaiuly endeawonr'd to coicent ; 
and it is ſufprſid that it is oxving to a D fire of divert 
ing this inward Grief that he promred this Command. 
aw was mot ai a , to pals the Cauſ e of bis Aferce 
tion ; you cannot but le ferſe.l., tro hw; Je metta, of the 
great Share ou have in it. I ben, t5wever, that 


you will not give 7 to Sorrow, "tis boſe 2 befrrs this 
comes to your Had, we may receive ſome News of this 
dear Relation, and jou may b: afſured of having it convey;d 
fo you by a Courier, N I will d. Fatch th, 2 Inlant. 


G 4 It 


128 The Virtuous Fillager or, 


It is fuffoled the Campaign <ciil be fhort, and that after 
a Battle, which i, eve'y Day exteFed, and inuch defired, 
WO fall te n 47:76 Inariteis. {his Netion ts Te de- 
lieu gal to me, forice I forall then bade an Offortunity of” 
Cru near gon; for 11.9 in we prejent Cireumances, 
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trouble you «it j, ing relitie t eit, te afmed T 


can $row Heine rowol to tout of ſceing vou, nor any 
* # 3 J iy . . , vs ” 1 _ 4 3 1 bl 
414171 above tht 4 40 D (/ ail aner cf undd 
<tr, your Lie and Ejicem. Theſe «vill ever be the 
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Mit“ an unalteratle Zeal, 
Meli cilur mig JTEANETT Ag 
| Teur fait fully devoted, 
Saix't FALL. 


Ore is never ſenſible onele'f how great cur Tender- 
nets fer a hetoved Obje Rt is, till we are in Danger of 
lying I——--mny Notion cf War was certainly very 
Imertest, yet ro ſooner did I know the Marquis's Life 
vans in (ucition, than my Imagination repreſented it 
with all its Horrors O, Heaven ! cried I, half 
drowned in Tears, why am I overwhelm'd with ſo many 
Afflictions at once! how ſhall I be enabled to en- 
dure ſuch a variety cf Anguiſh O, grant my Lover 
to be ſaſc protect him, bleſs him, whatever ſhall be- 


come of me tho? he forſakes me reſolves no more 
to ſee me, his Welfare ſhall ever be the Wiſh of my 
adoring Soul. | | 


It would be too tedious to relate the thouſandth Part 
of what my Grief made me utter on this Occaſion, I 
fear I have already made too much mention of my 
Tears; but the Time will come when I have nothing 
but Joys to entertain my Reader with, and this Truth 
demonſtrated, that the Happineſs which Virtue obtains 
for us, can never be too Ceariy purchaſed. 

Although, I had ſufficient Notice of the old Mar. 
qui>'s Vitit,. to prepare myſelf for it, I found myſelf 
terribly confounded as the Jime drew near; and 8 
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ke came, received him with, a Timidity which indeed vn 
ſufficient to have excited his Pity, if he had not alre nu, 
as it afterwards proved, been already fo greatly p:-- 
poſſeſſed in my Favour, as to im gine, that let me co 
what I would every thing became me. 

As I was now aſſured he knew the vaſt Diſparity ho- 
tween us, is it poſlible, my Lord, ſaid I, receiving h:m 
with great Humility, and preſenting him a Chair, that 
your Lordſhip can condeſcend to ſce me after the .- 
covery you have made———to what am 1 indelic: 
for an Honour | am fo utterly unworthy of ———2::4 
in what manner ſhall a poor Countty-Maid, and one 
who has been ſo unhappy to incur your D:{plcaſure, i 


able to look you in the Face? Let us talk no mcre : 


that, beautiful Feanctta, repiicd he, malcing me fit 504: 14 
I have no longer the Cauſes of Complaint 1 had 
formerly againſt you was miſled by the {ie 
Stories which I now ſind had no Foundation in them. 
and your Virtue, of which I have received convinc:: 7; 
Proots, has excited in me a due regard for the ftir Een 
ſeflor of it a mean Birth is meerly caſual, and none 
ought to be upbraided with it, but when Vice renders it 
truly ſo—— a fine way of Thinking, and good Actions, 
railes the Peaſant above the Prince, when Royalty de- 
grades itſelf by a low Behaviour———7ou, Yet, 
are very ſenſible of this Truth, and have regulated your 
Conduct, fo as to wipe off all Remembrance whence y 01 
ſprung This, however, is not tac .\fair that 
brought me hither, what I have to fay to you 15 of a 
different Nature; but before 1 explain myſelf any fu- 
ther, I expect you will inform me with that vincericy, 
which is always the Actendant of Innocence wid Honor, 
upon what terms you are with my Son: 1 have very 
great Reaſons for aſking you this Queltion, and if vc. 
give me a full and perte& Account, it will lay an Ob- 
ligation on me more to your Adyantace than you can 
yet conceive. 

From the Moment I received the NMarqui 's Letter, 
and knew he intended to viſit me, I expccied to fuller 
an infinite Shock from the Converſation I was e base 
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ven him, fo was the leſs alarmed at what he ſaid to me, 


tn te mott tender Point he could have hit upon. 

ond be in vain, my Lord, aniwered I after a 
men's Pauſe, to deny that your Son has been dear 
ly me; the amiable Qualities he is poſſeſt of, might have 
rendered him ſo to the nobleſt Maid, how then could a 
Cri 1c me reſiſt the charming Condeſcenſion he made 
me inn Otter of his Heart Was it poſſible to 
T.u,c the Acceptance ola Treaſure ſuch as his Affection, 
4.4 could , ougatT to return hi: Vows with indifference? 
——Parden me, my Lord, continued I, you have 
command me to give you a perfect Account, and I 
WII Gi.ouile no Part of the Truth did love the 
N argu, I might make uſe of the Word Eſeem inſtead 
«ft „ , but 1 will not impoſe upon you; I did love 
ne en with the utmoſt Sincerity, and had not his 
en Debavicur forbid it, 1 ſhould fill preſerve the fame 
Nan l dare not ſay I do not ſtill, even in 
{pic call te Reaſons J have to the contrary, I do not 
Fistegd to ao myſelf fo well, as to be aſſured I either 
hove, cr cver can throw off a Tenderneſs, I once thought 
* QGratitnce as well as Inclination obliged me to 
confeſs. is, my Lord, is all I can ſay, and Heaven 
an] your oa great Experience in the World, I hope, 
Will make you fee ] have not diſſembled with you. 

The Pond with which I ſpoke theſe Words, and the 
P*1%es that accompanied them, I believe pleaded very 
much in my Favour, however it were, the old Mar- 
dals appeared charmed with the manner in which I had 
(inetd myſelf. This free Confeſſion, ſaid he, enhances 
the fitzem I before had for you———continue to treat 
me ith the ſame Sir.cerity, and you may depend upon 
it, I ſhall never abuſe the Confidence you repoſe in me 
l have but one thing more to be reſolved in 
teil me, my pretty Creature, continued he, looking full 
in my Eyes, as if he would penetrate into the inmoſt 
Feceſtes cf my Soul, tell me I fay, what your Deſigns 
are, and own from whom you receive, wherewith to 
jupy'y the Expences of your Living? While my Son 
aud Herhew weie here, I could eafily account for it; 
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but ſuppoſe you ſhould never hear more from either of 
them, how will you be abie to ſupport yourſelf in the 
manner you have began ? Look upon me, Jeane“ ta, 
as your Friend, and diſlipate all Anxiety on my Ac— 
count; 1 once more give you my ſolemn Promite, you 
have nothing to fear, and much to hope from the den- 
timents you have now inſpired me with, and did I not 
truly intereſt myſelf in your behalf, I would not enquire 
into theſe Particulars. 

Aiter moit humbly thanking him for the Goodneſs 
he was pleaſed to expreſs for me, alas ! my Lord, faid !, 
with a Sigh, I here mult acknowledge the Imprudence of 
my Conduct; my Reaſon has often reproached me with 
it; and it was with great Difficulty Monſieur the Count 
ae Saint Fal prevailed on me to accept of the Tokens 
of the moit diſintereited Friendſhip that ever was 
ſome 'I'ime ago, I was determined to paſs my Days in a 
Convent, and more than once pre!s'4 him to aſſiſt my 
Intentions ; but his Perſuaſions have detained me hitherto. 
You always talk of my Nephew, interrupted the Mar- 
quis, whom you do not love, yet never mention my 
Son in the Proviſion made for you. Yet its more rea- 
ſonable to attribute your litt.e Revenue to him than the 
Count de Saint Fal. 

My Lord, anſwered I, Heaven proſper me as I ſpeak 
with Sincerity, I will not abſolutely ſay the Marquis has 
had no ſhare in what has been done for me; but this [ 
affirm, that whatever I have received hitherto has been 
from your Nephew's Hands, as ſo much lent to me, and 
to be repaid by me, if ever Fortune ſhould put it in my 


Power —— -a Train of Events continualiy alarming me 


made me accept his Generofity, and prevented my come 
ing to any Determination how to diſpoſe of myſclf. 

Say no more, beautiful Feanetta, replied the Marquis, 
I pretend not to call your Conduct in Queſtion, I am 
convinced, more than you can be ſenſible of, that it has 
been without Reproach ; and aſſure you I am fo far from 


deſiring you ſhou!d be ſhut up in a Monaſtery, that 1 


would be the firſt to oppole itt———excuſle therefore the 
Queſtions 1 have put to you, an exact Examination into 
your 
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your Affairs, was highly neceſſary for me, in order to 
Perfect the great Deſigns I have for your Advantage 
you have anſwered me in the manner I wiſhed, and 
expecicd irom the Idea I had conceived of your Honour 
and Veracity I was inſpired with an Eſteem for 
you the firſt Moment I beheld you, nor is it at all leflen'd 
ſince tne Diſcovery who you were — Unknowing 
you, 1 hated you; but knowing you, am become an 
Admirer of your Virtue———rank me therefore among 
the Number of your Friends, or rather believe me the 
Chief of them you will find me ſo in the End 
wait therefore with Patience the reſult I leave you 
at preſent, but in two Days you ſhall hear from me, and 
as I come often to Paris, and ſometimes paſs whole 
Weeks here, will be a conſtant Viſiter. 

With theſe Words he roſe from his Chair, and havin 
pals'd ſome Compliments on my Shape and Air, an 
told me that he intended to invite me to Dinner ſome 
Day to have the Pleaſure of hearing me ing again, 
he took his leave, and left me in an Aſtomſhment im- 
poſſible to be cxpreſled. 

W hat indeed could I think of this Adventure! to find 
a Man who had expreſſed himſelf with ſo much Bitterneſs 
againſt me, and ſeemed impatient for my Ruin, changed 
at cnce into my Friend, anxious for my Good, and ſa- 
ti: ſed with every Thing I did, an Alteration I fay, fo 
ſudden, fo undreamt of might well appear a Myſtery — 
was I not the fame Feanetta for whoſe ſake his Son has 
twice endangered his Life, and who has coſt him ſo much 
"Trouble, What had 1 done to merit, that the Deteſta- 
tion he ſo lately had ſor me, ſhou!d be converted into ſo 
great a liking ? was ſometimes tempted to ima- 
gire the little Beauty I was Miſtreſs of had made him en- 
tertain Sentiments for me, which would have been no 
leſs a Misfortune than his Indignation had been; but 
then, when I reflected on the Praiſes he had beitowed 
upon my Virtue and good Conduct, 1 could not think he 
had any aim to detiroy what he ſeemed ſo much to 
value me for. | 
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This laſt Conſideration gave me ſome Peace, and I 
was reſolved to wait the Event of thoſe great things he 
had made me hope, and ſhould it even prove that he had 
any diſhonourable Intentions toward me, to truſt in 
Heaven's Protection which had never yet abandoned 
me. 

My Thoughts being a little more ſettled, I fat down 
to anſwer Monſieur De Saint Fal's Letter, but before I 
began, hearing ſome Voices on the Stairs, the Sound of 
which very much ſurprized me, I roſe haſtily, and 
looking through the Key-hole, immediately ſaw my Fa- 
ther and Mother embracing my Aunt had I 
followed the firlt Dictates of my natural Affection, I 
ſhould have ran and thrown myſelf into their Arms, 
but the remembrance how improper ſuch a Diſcovery 
would be at this Time, checked that Impulſe, and 1 
drew back and threw myſelf on a Settee, to conſider 
within myſelf what was beſt for me to do. 

Neither my Love nor Duty would have ſuffered me to 
let them depart without ſeeing them, and as Time had 
made a very great Alteration in me, not only as to my 
Stature, but my Features alſo, which joined to the vaſt 
Difference in my Dreſs and Behaviour, made me pretty 
poſitive they would not know me, and in this Aſſurance 
rang my Bell for Barbara. She came in looking a 
little perplexed, and I aſking her the Occaſion of it, 
ſhe told me that ſhe hoped I would not be offended, for 
that having wrote to her Brother and Siſter the Happineſs 
ſhe enjoyed in my Service, they were now come to viſit 
her, ſome Buſineſs having brought them to Paris. No, 
no, anſwered I, ſo far from being offended, that I am 
glad you like your Place, and will make your Relations 
welcome : pray tell them they mult dine with me. 
O, Madam ! cried ſhe, your Ladyſhip is too good 
ſuch an Honour is not for ſuch poor People as they are. 
I will have it ſo, reſumed I, therefore let me have their 
Company while you are getting Dinner ready 1 
aſſure you I long to ſee them. My poor Aunt went out 
of the Room quite tranſported at the favour I ſhewed to 
ber, and obeyed my Commands, 


My 
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My Heart was in a violent, tho' not unpleaſing Agi- 
tation, at the Sight of thoſe who gave me Being; but I 
ſuffered a great deal from the Homage they paid me, 
and did all I could to put an end to it. 

At laſt, by telling them I was an enemy to all kind of 
Ceremony, and that if they meant to oblige me it muſt 
be by treating me in a familiar Manner, I prevailed with 
them to fit down the prejudice of my ſuppoſed 
Superiority made them however very ſcarful of ſpeaking, 
and I ſhould never have got out of them what I wanted 
to be informed of, if 1 had not luckily put them on 
talking of the Village where they lived; I told them I 
had paſt through it tome time ago ina viſit I made at the 
Caſtle, where I had ſtayed ſeveral Months: My Mother 
on hearing this appeared like a Perſon who was endea- 
vouring to call ſomething to Mind, and looking earneltly 
on me, ſaid, that ever ſince ſhe came into the Room, ſhe 
imagined ſhe had ſeen me ſomewhere, but could not 
recoliet; but on my mentioning the Caſtle, ſhe no 
longer doubted but that it had been with Madam the 
Counteſs 4a N———-my Father ſaid the fame thing, 
and added, that things had been ſtrangly changed fince 
the Count's Death. I then aſked him what was become 
of the Counteſs, to which he replied, that ſhe lived with 
her Daughter Madamoiſelle de Elbieux, now Madam 
de Eſtival. O Heaven! cried I, is ſhe married, and as 
ill-humoured as ever? Yes, Madam, ſaid he, I find your 
Ladyſhip knows her ſure never was a worſe Woman 
in the World ſhe has quarrelled twice with her 


Huſband, and enough to do there was to make it up 


again between them; but the third Time ſhe carried 
Things to ſuch a height, that he was obliged to part from 
ber; but unfortunately for him he had put ſo much in her 
Power, that this Separation has leſt him in very il 
Circumſtances, but he choſe rather to ſuffer any thing 
than live with her. To this, my Father added, that ſhe 
lived not above three Miles from Paris, where ſhe al- 
ways paſied the Winter Seaſon, and that every body, 
even her own Servants, held her in Deteſtation. 
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The many Misfortunes this Woman's Cruelty had 
brought on me, made me curious to know the Particulars 
of her Hiſtory, and I cannot boaſt of ſo forgiving a Na- 
ture, as not to be pleas'd with hearing thoſe who injure 
me without a Cauſe, have in their turn alſo ſomething 
to complain of- i am ſenſible of this Fault, and 
lay it as a Penance on myelf, to confeſs it in this pub- 
lick Manner. 

I had no ſooner teſtife.l my Deſire of hearing in what 
Manner Madam D' E/tival had behaved, and the Circum- 
ſtances that attended her Marriage, than my Father rea- 
dily obliged me with tue Detail, which tho' given in his 
ruſtic Way, was perfectiy intelligible to me; but I ſhall 
preſent my Reader with it in my own Words, 
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The Hiſtory of: Madamoiſelle D' ELBIEVUx, 
aud Monfieur D'EST1vAL. 


S long as Monſieur the Count de N. lived, 
Madamoiſelle D' E/bieux his Daughter kept herſelf 
within tolerable Bounds, fearing his Severity, as having 
experienced it, on the firſt Diſcovery ſhe made of her per- 
verſe Inclinations. But he was no ſooner laid in Earth, 
then ſhe gave a looſe to all that the Badneſs of her Heart 
ſuggelited Her Quality, her Youth, the Reputation 
of her Wit, but above all the vaſt Fortune ſhe was then 
in Poſſeſſion off, attracted a great Number of Admirers, 
She had Vanity enough to pride herſelf in the Crowd who 
daily made their Court, but her greateſt Pleaſure was in 
creating Quarrels among them: No leſs than ten Duels 
were fought on her Account. She received all the Ad- 
dreſſes made to her with ſo much ſeeming Sweetneſs, 
that every one imagined himſelf the happy Man; but ſhe 
no ſooner found ſhe had engaged the Heart, than ſne be- 
gan to change the Encouragement ſhe had given into 
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Diſdain, and acted with ſo much Inſolence and Tyranny, 
that at length ſhe ſaw herſelf abandoned by all but one. 
This unfortunate Gentleman, who truly loved her, and 
kad beſides great Inteieſt in the Match, ſtill perſevered, 
and ſhe continued to treat him with a ſhew of Affection, 
much longer than ſhe had done any of his Rivals. 

This Gentleman had an Eſtate within twelve Miles 
of the Caltle, belonging to the Counteſs De N , 
and this near Neighbourhood gave him an Opportunity 
of viſiting there very often He was tall, handſome, 
well made, and had an Air of Grandeur, which was 
very engaging Madamoiſelle D' Elb:eux was high- 
ly pleaſed with having a Lover, for whom ſhe knew ſe- 
veral of her Acquaintance ſigh'd in vain: Put I cannot 
think a Soul like hers capable of being influenced by that 
tender Paſſion ; ſhe might perhaps Lite, but not Love, 
and the Event has ſhewn I am not deceived. She left no 
Arts untryed to ſecure him, but as ſoon as he was fo, 
reſign'd herſelf entirely toCaprice and IIl- humour; always 
reſtleſs and miſchevious, ſhe touk a Pride in perplexing 
and rendring him uneaſy, and found the means of doing 
it, in as ample a Manner, as her Propenſity to it made 
her wiſh. 

The Counteſs her Mother, as I obſerved in the begin- 
ing of theſe Memoirs, was naturally gay, and tho? pretty 
much advanced in Years, was very well plcaſed to be told 
ſhe was handſome : Monſieur D' Eftival, tor ſo her Daugh- 
ter's Lover was called, eafily perceived this Foible in her, 
and did not fail to humour it, as he thought her Intere{t . 
would be very eſſential towards haiccning the Match, 
which for many Reaſons he was ambitious of, and which 
as the young Lady now behaved, he began to be in doubt 


The Counteſs was highly delighted with the fine things 
he ſaid to her, and the more ſo, as he was now the only 
Perſon who entertained her in that Manner. Madamoi- 
ſelle D*'Elbieux, who was no Stranger to her Mother's 
amorous Inclinations, took a wicked Pleaſure in height- 
ning them in Favour of Monſieur D' Eftival, by * 
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ally telling her of the Encomiums he made on her Wit 
and Beauty Ile makes his Addreſſes indeed to me, 
cried the artful Creature, but I can ſee very well that it 
he durſt to lift his Hopes to your Ladyſhip, he would 
much rather have me for a Daughter, than a Wiſe. 

The Counteſs's Vanity, flattering her into a Bel.ef that 
it might really be as her Daughter ſaid, and approving 
of Monfieur D' E/ivaPs Perſon, from that Moment began 
to treat him with an extraordinary Reſpect, mixed with 
ſome Share of Tenderneſs; while on the other Hand 
Madamoiſelle D' E Bieux grew allo ſtill more kind to him, 
and pretending that her Mother's Conſent was abſolutely 
neceſlary for their Marriage, told him that the only Way 
to gain it was to feign a Paſhon for her. You are very 
certain, ſaid ſhe, of not being taken at your Word, even 
tho* you ſhould carry it ſo far as to offer Marriage, but 
tho' paſt all ſoft Deſires, ſhe has ſtill a Stock of Pride, 
that will not ſuffer her to have any Friendſhip for a Man, 
who ſhe thinks prefers any Woman,even her own Daugh- 
ter, to herſelf, * This I aſſure you has been the true Rea- 
{on of my continuing "till now unmarried——— 1 have 
been obliged to reje& all the Offers have been made me, 
becauſe not one of thoſe who have done me the honour 
to addreſs me, have found out my Mother's Foible, which 
if I betray to you, you ought to look upon it as a Proof 
of my peculiar Regard, ſince I have never done it to any 

ore. 

D' Eſival believing all ſhe ſaid on this ſcore, was ſo 
tranſported at this Teſtimony of her Condeſcenſion in his 
Favour, that he threw himſelf at her Feet, acknowledg- 
ing the Honour ſhe did him, with the moſt ſincere Af- 
fection: and in Obedience to her Commands, redoubled 
his Aſſiduities to the Counteſs, in ſuch a Manner, that 
every body imagined him her Lover, She, who was 
eaſily deceived on that Article, now plumed herſelf in the 
belief her Charms had loſt nothing of their former Force, 
ſince they had captivated the Heart of a young Gentle- 
man, who came at firſt to her Houſe, with a view of 
addreſſing her Daughter, and could not be ungrateful for 
the Deference he paid her. T 
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To like the Love, is a great Step towards liking the 
Lover, her Heart grew compaſſionate to the Pains ſhe 
ſuppoſed herſelf to have created in his, and t ai (he con- 
feis'd to him, that he was not indifferent to ker. Mademoie 
ſelle D' E/bieu.s by her Mother's Penſiveneis gue:s'd what 
Sentiments ſhe was poſſeſt of, and pleas'd herfeif with 
the Perplexity in which ſhe ſhould now involve both her 
Mother and Lover. Never had ſhe any real Sati:faftion 
but in giving diſquiet to others, and as ſhe did not want 
Wit was ſeldom ata loſs for Opportunities, to indulge 
this wicked Impulſe of a perverſe and vitiated Diſpoſition. 

She now began to receive Monſieur D' Z/ivel with 
Coldneſs, and on his complaining in a tender Manner of 
this change in her Behaviour, with Scorn, and Inſolence. 
As he little imagined the Occaſion, having done nothing 
but what her own Commands obliged him to, Jealoviy 
took Poſſeſſion of his Heart, and made him recolle& 
that of late his Miſtreſs had treated with Civility a cer- 
tain Gentleman, who lived alſo in the Neighbourhood, 
called Monſieur Deflaurncaux, a vain, gay, fluttering 
Coxcomb, vers'd in little elſe than the Art of Defamation, 
and in that excell'd ſufficiently, to make his Company 
acceptable ſometimes to a Woman of Madamoiſelle D' E- 
bieux's Humour, 

Such as he was, however, the Reception he met with 
at the Caſtle, gave Monſieur D'Ejtival an infinity of 
Pain ; he obſerved every Motion of his ſuppoſed Rival, 
and the Paſſion he was now inflamed with, having this 
peculiar Quality of repreſenting every thing its own 
Way, the more Pains he took to be aſſured made him 
the leſs ſo, and as he truly loved the Lady, excluſive of 
her Fortune, he ſuffered all that can be imagined in ſuch 
a Circumſtance. Madamoiſelle D'E/bjeux preſently dil- 
covered his Diſquiet, and the Motive; ſhe gloried in it, 
and to encreaſe her Triumph over this unhappy and too 
conſtant Lover, carried her Complaiſance to Dyflour- 
neaux even to a ſeeming Fondneſs. 

The Counteſs De N was in a quite different 
Situation; ſhe had given Encouragement to the pretended 
Addreſſes of Monſieur D' Eftival, but finding them ceaſe 
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on a ſudden, and her ſuppoſed Loyer grown extremely 
melancholy, ſhe took an Opportunity when they were 
alone together, to aſk the meaning of ſo ſtrange an Alte- 
ration in his Behaviour; on which, Madam, faid he, I 
ſhould little deſerve to have the Paſſion I profefs be belie- 
ved fircere, if I could without the utmoſt Anxiety be- 
hold the favourable Reception of a Rival. O Heavens? 
cried the Counteſs, what 1s it you mean? whom do you 
ſee entertained here that can give you any Uneaf:neſs. 
Ah, Macam ! replied he, too well your Ladyſhip is aC- 
quainted with the Cauſes of my Deſpair ——— why will 
you tlierefore cruelly compel me to mention a Name ſo 
hateful to mc But, O good Heaven, continued he 
in the utmoſt Agony, in what does Deflourneaux merit the 
Encouragment ke is bleſt with. 

D:flourneaux, ſaid ſhe interrupting him haſtily, is it 

ſible the Viſits of that Trifler can give you Pain? 

ut to convince you of your Error, I will ſend to forbid 
him ever coming here any more and be aſſured, 
that to render you eaſy and contented, would do the ſame 
by thoſe infinitely more worthy of my Eſteem. 

Monſieur D' Eflival thought himſelf ſo much obliged 
by this Promiſe, that he threw himſelf at the Countels's 
Feet, and kiſs'd her Hands, with an Eagerneſs which 
might well be taken for the Effects of Love, as indeed 
it was, tho' not for the Object in preſence. Ma- 
damoiſelle D* Elbieux came that Moment into the Room, 
and ſurprized her Lover in that Poſture, and imagining 
ſhe was herielf the Dupe of her own Plot, and that by 
counterfe:ting an Affection for her Mother, he had work'd 
himſeit up into a real Paſſion for her, was ſtung to the 
very Soul, 'and ſhe flew out cf the Room, muttering ſome- 
thing which was not very pleaſing to the Counteſs, who 
roſe haſtily from her Scat, in Order to follow her, and 
give her ſome Tokens of her Reſentment Monſieur 
D' Eftival perceiving the Fury ſhe was in, kept her from 
going out of the Room, and in endeavouring as he thought 
to appeaſe her, let fall ſome Words, which let her into 
the Secret of his Behaviour, and that ſhe had been but the 
Property of his Deſigns on her Daughter. This Diſco- 

very 
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very put her into a very great Confuſion, and ſhe ſat down 
again without being able to ſpeax. D' Eis al aſked very 
reſpectfully if he had been fo unhappy as to have done 
any thing to offend her. No, Monſieur, anſwered ſhe, 
but I have ſomething in my Boſom which I cannot be eaſy 
*ti]] J disburden myſelf of————tc'! me, therefore, con- 
tinued ſhe, if you have dealt fincerly with me, and if you 
have not, let me no longer be a Stranger to the Motive 
which engag'd you to deceive mein fine, am I to 
depend on the Profeſſions you have ſo often made me of 
Love, or am I not. 

What a Perplexity was now this poor Gentleman in, 
he had been made to believe that nothing would engage 
the Counteſs to favour his Addrefies to her Daughter, 
but imagining he gave the Preference to herſelf ; to con- 
feſs the Truth therefore, he thought weu!d ruin all he 
had ſo long been endeavouring to bring abcut, and how 
to perſevere in his pretended Paſſion he knew nct, for 
fear, as there was but too much Probability, ſhe ſhould 
take him at his Word: Madam, anſwered he after a pretty 
long Pauſe, I can ſee no cauſe for your Ladyſhip's har- 
bouring any doubt of my Sincerity. The Counteſs De N— 
ought to know herſelf tov well, to doubt if any Charms 
can come in Competition with thoſe ſhe is Miſtreſs of. 

Well, replied ſhe, I am willing to believe your Paſſion 
repreſents me ſuch as you ſay ; and confeſs to you in my 
turn, that I look upon no Man in the World ſo worthy as 
Monſieur D* EHu ; but yet we ought not to enter into 
Engagements, which we ſhould hereafter have Reaſon to 
re pen. ve are both of us paſt five and twenty, and 
ſhould well weigh the Conſequences of things of this 
Nature to be plain with you, Monſieur, I have a very 
great Affection for my Daughter, and will never content 
to marry to her Prejudice; ſo as I would make her 
happy, and you alſo, I offer you your Choice, either to 
take me with only my bare Dowry, or her with the vaſt 
Eſtate, which by the Death of her Father, and the Re- 
tirement of her Brother, is now devolved on her; for I 
have always promiſed her, and will not break my Word, 
that whenever I marry, ſhe ſhall be immediately put in 


poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of all the Wealth I am poſſeſt of- if your 
Paſſion ſtill continues, to give me the Preference even un- 
der theſe Diiadvantages, you have nothing to do, but 
publiſh the Bans of Matrimeny ; if the Riches of my 
Daugliter outbalances your regard for me, then prepare 
for your Nuptials with her: I leave you to reflect on 
what I have ſaid, and expect your deciſive Anſwer to- 
morrow about this 'Time. 

With theſe Words ſhe went out of the Room, leaving 
Monſieur D'Fftival in a Conſternation that is not eaſy to 
be expreſs'd ; he was ſo poſſeſt with what Mademoilelle 
had told him, concerning her Mother's Caprice, that he 
was ſometimes ready to believe ſhe offered herſelf to him 
in this Manner only to try him, and that if he feigned to 
fix his Choice on her, with the Diſadvantages ſhe men- 
tioned, that ſhe would then give her Daughter to him, 
contenting herſelf with the Vanity of having it to ſay 
ſhe had refus'd him. The Affair however ſeem'd ſo nice, 
and ſo much depended on the Anſwer he was to give, 
that it involved him in a moſt terrible Dilemma, and he 
went out of the Caſtle, ruminating on the Adventure, 
and full of diſturb'd Emotions. 

Madamoiſelle D' EIbieux hapened to be at her Cham- 
ber Window, and ſaw his Coach drive through the Court- 
Yard ; as he had not uſed to quit the Caſtle without taking 
leave of her, ſhe imagined it the Conſequence of what 
ſhe had ſeen, and grew mote confirm'd than before, that 
her Mother had ſupplanted her in his Affection 
"till now ſhe knew not that ſhe loved him, but no ſooner 
did ſhe imagine he was devoted to her Mother, than 
ſhe thought herſelf the moſt unhappy Creature in the 
World, in the loſs of her Lover, who now appeared ſo 
amiable in her Eyes. Hurry'd with all the Impatienee 
of Love, Jealouſy, Deſpair and Revenge, ſhe reſolved 
to omit nothing that might gratify each of thoſe outragious 
Paſhons, tho ſhe ſhould trample under Foot all the 
Rules of Duty, and of Decency. 

Eren her darling Pride was now no more remembered 
D' Eftival muſt be regain'd, and her Mother mortiſied, 
whatever ſhould be the Event; ſhe than fat herſelf down 
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and wrote a little Billet to him, in which ſhe told him, 
that intending to go very early the next Morning before 
the Countels was ſtirring, to viſit a Relation at a Mona- 
ſtery about a League diilart, ſhe deſired he would meet 
her in the Road, having ſomething to impart to him, 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould know, and 
which ſhe added, ſhe believed would not be diſagreeable 
to him to hear. | 

This ſhe entruſted to the Care of a Farmer's Son wha 
was frequently about the Caſtle, charging him to be ſe- 
cret, and bring her an immediate Anſwer ; to engage his 
Fidelity ſhe gave him a handſome Reward, and pro- 
miſed him yet more at his Return. The young Fel- 
low, for all his Simplicity, was ſenſible of the Conſe- 
quence of what he was about to do, and dreading the 
Counteſs's Diſpleaſure if it ſhouid ever be diſcovered, that 
he had a Hand in carrying on ſuch an Affair without her 
Knowledge, thought it was beſt to go upon ſure 
Grounds, and reſolved to ſhew her the Letter. 

Accordingly he did ſo, aſſuring her Ladyſhip, that 
though her Daughter ſhould reſent it never ſo much, he 
would hazard cvery thing rather than diſoblige her. 

The Counteſs highly prais'd his Honeſty, gave him a 
handſome Gratuity, and promiſed that Mademoiſe!le 
D' Eltieux ſhould never have any Reaſon to ſuſpe& he 
had betrayed her Secret. On opening the Letter, ſhe was 
amazed at the Appointment ſhe found it contain'd, and 
in order to penetrate into the Motive of it, ſhe deter- 
min'd to write another, and ſend it inſtead of her Daugh- 
ter's. She made uſe of the ſame Words, only changed 
the Time and Place, appointing an Ally in her own 
Park, which had a Door that opened into the Garden, 
and the Hour 12 at Night, inſtead of early in the 
Morning. 

When this was ready ſhe ſent it by the young Peaſant, 
and order'd him to bring to her whatever Anſwer Monſieur 
D' Eftival ſhould fend ; after he was gone, ſhe began to 


conſider in what manner ſhe ſhould behave, in an AF. 


fair in which ſhe had a double Concern he 
co.bted not but it was owing to the Polture, in which 
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her Daughter had found D' Eftival, that ſhe wrote to 
deſire this private Conference; but then if he ſhould 
comply with her Aſſignation, as ſhe ſometimes feared 
he would, in what Faſhion to reſent it ſeem'd to her 
very difficult to reſolve. But as no Judgment could be 
form'd till his Anſwer arriv'd, ſhe was oblig'd to wait 
the Event. 

'The Peaſant in the mean Time was highly delighted 
with his own Conduct, not doubting but he ſhould alſo 
be paid by the Lover for his Trouble, and went merrily 
on his Errand ; but in the way happening to meet with 
an Acquaintance, went into a Cabaret, where drinking 
too plentitully he fell aſleep, and awoke not till it was 
dark. He reproached himſelf not a little for this Neg- 
ligence, but thought to make up his loſs of Time by his 
haſte, and invent ſome Excuſe to the Ladies for having 
ſtaid ſo long. 

The Hurry he was now in, occaſion'd him to miſtake 
his way, and happened to take that Road, which led ta 
the Houſe of Monſieur Dęflourneaux, having never been 
either there or at Monſieur D' Eftival's, he was only 

uided by the Directions he had received; and ſeeing 

fore him a great Court-Yard, which had a row of 
Elms leading up to it, he imagined himſelf rjght, and 
went directiy to the Gate, and enquired of the Servant 
who open'd it, if his Maſter was at Home, and being 
anſwer'd in the affirmative, ſent the Letter into him 
deſiring a ſpeedy Anſwer. 

The Counteſs, in the hurry of Spirits ſhe had been in, 
forgot to put a Superſcription, which gave it very much 
the Air of a Myllery to this Gentleman. The 
Contents, however, ſeem'd yet more ſo: To be wrote 
to in that familiar Stile, and deſired to meet a young 
Lady of Mlademoitelle's Quality and Character, was an 
Honour he could little expect; and had he not been 
vain enough to think every thing was due to his Merit, 
he would trom the beginning have imagined there was 
ſome KXliſtake in the Affair. 


But, as I ſaid before, Self-Sufficiency kept him from 


once thinking on any ſuch thing, aud he order'd the 
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Meſſenger to acquaint the Lady who ſent him, that he 
thank'a ner for the Honour ſhe did him, and that he 
would not ful the Time and Place appointed. 

It was very late before he return'd, and both the 
Counteſs and her Daughter ſufter'd not a little from their 
Impatience; the former to prevent her ſeeing the Fel- 
low before her, had order'd Mademoiſelle Du Parc her 
Woman, to watch for him at the Poſtern, and this old 
Waiting- Woman was too diligent, not to conduct him 
into her Lady's Cloſet, without Mademoiſelle D' Elbicux 
ſeeing him. 

The Counteſs no ſooner was told that D* Efival would 
obey the Summons, than ſhe wrote a little Note in his 
Name to her Daughter, entreating ſhe would give him 
a Meeting that Night, having conſider'd that the Morn- 
ing would render her more liable to be obſerved, and 
then named the Park-Gate. This ſhe order'd the Fel- 
low to give to her Daughter, as from the Gentleman to 
whom he had been ſent. 

"Tis eaſily perceived that the Counteſs laid this Plot, 
in order to be near the Place of Meeting, that by the 
Converſation they ſhould have together, ſhe might dii- 
cover the real Sentiments of Monſieur D* Eftval, ſo 
went thither ſomewhat before the Hour prefixed, and 
ſtood concealed behind a great Tree, in cate the Mocn 
ſhould happen to ſhine out, and thereby endanger a 
Diſcovery. 

Mademoiſelle D* E/bicux on the other Hand was ex- 
tremely punctual, and came accompanied by her Maid, 
who was in the Secret: They ſat down on a Bank near 
the Gate, and cough'd by way of Signal to D* E/tival, 
if it ſhould happen that he were already near the Place : 
They waited not long before a Ruſtling among the 
'Trees made them not doubt, but the expected Perſon was 
approaching; on which the Confidante of Mademoi:cl.e 
D' Elbieux ſtepp'd forward, and faid, Monſieur, ſpeak 


low, in Caſe any Wanderers ſhould happen to be in the 


Park. The ſuppoſed D' Eftival anſwer'd that he would 
be wary, and preſenting her his Hand, ſhe led him to 
her Miſtreſs, 

Tre 
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The Obſcurity of the Night happened to be ſuch, as 
to render it impoſſible for any Objects to be dilcern'd, to 
they were both oblig'd to content themtelves with 1:y- 
ing a thouſand endearing things, without being able 1» 
converſe with thoſe true Inteiligercers cf the Heart, ile 
Eyes. Deflourneaux told her how happy he thought 
himſelf in this Opportunity of entertaining ker, and 
ſwore he adored her beyond all things upon Earth: on 
which ſhe interrupted him, by ſaying, hold, Nionſcur, 
1 will not jiiten to one Word you tel! me on this Score, 
till you inform me truly on what Terms you are with 
my Mother tis to be convinced of that from your own 
Mouth, I appointed this private Meeting, and will 
never ſee you more, if you comply not with what I 
deſire. Therefore, tell me, if you have any real 
Paſſion for her, I ſhall be far from being any Bar to 
your Deſigns. 

Nothing could be more amazing than this Diſcourſe 
was, to the Perſon to whom it was made. Heavens ! 
Madam, cry'd he, I a Paſſion for the Counteſs 
can you imagine me ſtlupid enough to doat upon Anti- 
quity can ſhe have any other Merit in my Eyes, 
than being the Mother of the fineſt Creature in the 
World: No, ro, Madam, her Charms have 
long fince been faded, ard if ſhe imagines her Paint, 
falſe Curls, and affected Airs have any Influence over 
me, ſhe but deceives herſe}f——2—2— —one only Woman I 
love, and that is your beautiful Self. 

Had he heen Maſter of all the Eloquence of the 
greateſt Orator that ever was, he could not fo well have 
pleaſed Mademoiſelle D*Z/bieax, as he did in theſe ill- 
natured Reflections on her Mother: Malice was a Re- 
gale peculiarly adapted to her Tale, and fo far from 
interrupting him, that ſne let him go on with many 

ther, and more groſs Fpithets if poſſible, on ker who had 
given her Birth. At laſt, well, but, faid the, all this 
is not ſufficient to ſatisfy me; for I am credibly in- 
form'd you are under ſecret Engagemcuts. 
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Theſe Words ſtruck a Damp on the Gaiety of De- 
flourneauy ; when ſhe had mentioned the Counteſs, he 
was not at al! alarmed at her Suſpicions becauie they had 
no Foundation, and he knew very well how to clear him- 
ſelf; but this Gentleman had been weak enough to give 
his Hand to a Woman of mean Birth, and wor ſe Fame, 
which having immetliately repented of, he was obliged 
to allow her a conſiderable Share of his little Fortune, 
in order to prevail with her to keep it a Secret. 
Imagining, therefore, by what Mademoilei'e D' Elbieux 
laſt faid, that ſhe had made a Ditcovery of his Marriage, 
he was extremely at a Lots what to ſay. 

The Lady taking his Silence as an Effect of his 
Guilt. 1 find, faid ſhe, that what I accule you of is 
but too juſt, and you are now ſeeking ſome plauſible 
Excuſe for it; cut all you can fay will be in vain, 
I'll never fee you more. She was turning away, _ 
Deflourneauæ took hold of her Hand, in gently 
her back. Pardon me, my Angel, cry'd he, 3 1 
heſitated one Moment to lay open all my Soul to you. 

[ feared to mention what, ſince you are ſo g 

to blets me with your Favour, I look on as my great 
Unhappineſs and Shame ;('—_A_——DDbut I wil now own 
to you, that J am, indeed, under a ſecret Engagement. 

| was unwarily drawn in, and am mar- 
tied Married ! , faid Mademvniſelle D' Elbieux. 
Yes, Madam, replied he; but as the Ceremony was not 
according to the Forms which ought to be obſerved on 
ſuch Occaſicns, I can eaiily be reliev'd from it. 

reich! reſumed ſhe, haſtily interrupting him, haſt 
Thou the Inſolence to hope 1 will ever regard thee aſter 
ſuch an Action. No, no, proclaim your Nuptials 
be the Jeſt of all who know you, and the Ob- 
{et cf my eternal Hate. 

With theſe Words ſhe burſt haſtily from him, and 
few toward the Gate, with too much Precipitation for 
him to have overtaken her, bad the Surprize he was in 
permitted him to attempt it. He now curſed himſeif 
tur his frank Coutefiivn, and quitted the Park with as 
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much Mortification, as he had entered it with Plea- 
lure. 

The Counteſs could not but be heartily dejected, ſhe had 
heard the Man ſhe loved ipeak of her in the moſt con- 
temptible Terms. and her own Daughter ſeemed delighte.l 
with his Bitterneſs againſt her; but all the Indignatioa 
ſhe conceived at this unworthy Treatment, was ſhort of 
her Aſtoniſiment at his pretending to be married to 
her; and ſhe returned to the Caltic full of Perplexity 
and Perturbation. 

Thus was every one deceived by the Darkneſs of the 
Night, and the Exchange of the Letters. The Coun- 
teſs never once thought it could be any other than D' 


 tival, whom ſhe had heard with her Daughter. 


Deflourneaux went away, not doubting but he was the 
Perſon for whom the Appointment was intended 
and Mademoiſelle D' Elbieux, aſſured that her Mother 
was married to D' Eflival, though he now repented of 
it. All theſe Miſtakes could not but produce very 
odd Circumſtances ; but I muſt beg my Reader's Pati- 
ence for a while : Dinner being brought in as my Father 
was in this Part of the Story, interrupted him from pro- 
ſecuting it, and after that other Accidents intervened, 
which prevented my being told the Sequel till a long 
time afterward. 

While we were at Table, I long'd prodigiouſly to 
hear what they would ſay of my Self, and would fain 
have mentioned that Niece, of whom I had hear Bar 
bara talk, but knew not how to do it without appear- 
ing too much intereſted ; eſpecially, as I aw both my 
Father and my Mother, look very much and earnellly 
on me, as often as they could do it without being rude. 
But Barbara eas'd me of this Inquietude, by King 
them, as ſhe was ſetting on the Deſert, whether they 
had been able to hear yet what was become of me. 
Alas! no, Siiter, ſaid my Mother with a deep Sigh 
we are entirely ignorant where ſhe is at preſent 
ſome time ago we were told ſhe was in a Monaſtery; but 
that on Mademoiſelle D* E/bieu>; happening to come 
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there, ſhe was taken ſuddenly away, and I can't find 
an Lody that has ever leen her ſince. 

Perceiving the Diſcourſe was like to end here, I re- 
vived it, by aſting bew it was pcſl.ble a Daughter 
ſhould neglect acquainting her Parents with the Piacc of 


her Abode. Sure, added I, you muſt have uſed 
her very unkindly, or ſhe ccv!d nct be guilty cf ſo 
much Diſobedience. No, Madam, cry'd my Father, 
fir from it on the contrary, ſhe was wvied with too 
much Fondnels, and that has been her Ruin 
She was always ſuſter'd to have her own Will, and to 
that we owe a:l the Vexation ſhe has brought upon us 

where ſhe is, or how ſhe ſpends her Lime no- 
body knows; but ſhe'll one Day anſwer for all the 
Tears ſhe has coſt her poor Mother for my 
Part I am come to a Reſolution never to trouble myſelf 
any more about her; but &en abandon her to her un- 
happy Fate. 

Good Huſband, don't talk ſo, reply'd my Mother, 
E. the Tears, that in ſpite of her trickled 
down her Cheeks, I hope ſhe will fee the Error of her 
Ways one Day :!!S—— Beſides, we don't know the 


Truth of Thing —ſhe may not be ſo wicked as 


People lay. Lam ſure her Inclinations were virtu- 
ous, and if ſhe does not write to us, it may be becauſe 
ſhe is in ſome Place where ſhe is not permitted, or has 
no Conveniency we ought to condemn no- body 
without hearing them, much leſs our own Child. You 
are much in the right, Siſter, faid my poor gocd-natured 
Aunt, the Girl may make a good Woman yet, for all 
the Stories told of Her. One does not know what 
may have happened, and ſhould always judge the beſt. 
like you, faid I, for taking your Niece's Part, there 
is no judging by Appearances, and if it ſhou!d one Day 
be proved that ſhe is wrong'd, it would inflict a laſting 
2morle on thoſe, who have cenſured her Actions, with. 
out knowing the Motive of them. 
Your Ladyſhip is excellently good, cry'd my Mother, 
to have fo favourable an Opinion of my pcor Feanctta: [ 


do 
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do aſſure you, Rladam, ſhe would not have {poke in ti e 
manrer thoſe do, who accute her, if they had been 
Cuiity of worte things than can be laid to her Charge, 
Ay dear Mother meitcd into Tears as ſh2 utter'd tlicle 
Word:, and my Eyes that Inftant meeting hers, Na- 
tore cxerted itte! f. and excited a Sympathy in my Heart. 
which, unable to refrain ſewing ſome Token? of, I ma-ic 
a Pretence of Hing into my Clotet, and itiid there tilt 
i had recover myirt, 

I could hear my Father chide her, for giving ſuch a 
Ince to her Tenderneſs before a Lady of my Quininy, 
and me excus'd herie'f by gying, ſhe fancied there vis 
ſuch a Reſemblance between me and her poor Teartt?.r, 
that it was impoſible for her to forbear. ly Father 
ewn'd he was ef the ſame Opinion, and if ke Gurlt 
weuld have mertion'd it before. 

After this they began to af: my Aunt who I was, 
and in what manner | lived: ſue told them that I wns 
of very high Birth to be fure, for at Court where ſhe 
had been with me, nothing but People of Quality, all 
my Relations ſhe believ'd, came to viſit me; and as ts 
my Behaviour 1 was a peifet Nun, and ſo good hu- 
mour'd and ſo generous, that ſhe did not think my 
equal was to be found in the whole World. My Pa- 
rents congratulated her good Fortune ; and then began to 
inform her, how very far from being happy they were, 
being ſcarce able to ſubſiſt, ſeveral of their Sheep ha- 
ving been devour'd by the Wolves, and two Cows, which 
were their main Support, ſtolen from them. This pier- 
ced me to the Heart, and made me prelently ſet about 
contriving how I might relieve their Neceſſities, with- 
out diſcovering myſelf, or giving any room for Suſpi- 
cion. 

After having conſider'd on the Matter ſome liitle 
time, I return'd to them, and took an Occaſion of tel- 
ling them I was very fond cf the Country, and as ſoon 
as I had finiſh'd ſome little Affairs, intended to paſs 2 
few Weeks in ſome pleaſant retired Part. Ah, Madam, 
cry'd Barbara, your L1dyſhip cannot find a ſwet ter 
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Fountainbloan 
nner Proſpect any where. Your Ladyſhip eats no- 
thing here; but if you would once go there, I'd venture 
my Life you'd have a good Appctite. 

Well, ſaid I, 'ti very like:'v I may make tryal of 
it: I am ordered to drink ii: for the Recovery of 
my Health, and it your Brother and Siſter will be ſo good 
to comp:y with what I detire, I will think on no other 
Vlace but their Village e fo good, cry'd my 
Aunt, quite tranſported! Ah, Madam, I'll anſwer for 
ties, you need only let them know your Commands 

Both my Parents ſeconded what ſhe ſaid, and 
added, they ſhould think themſelves highly honour'd to 
lerve me. 

I am much oblig'd to you, anſwer'd I; in the firſt 
Flace, I will lodge at your Houſe ; but I muſt deſire 
you will buy me two young Cows that the Niilk may be 
wetter. I will alio give you Money to furniſh a Cham- 
ber for me, and as 1 am fond of Country Amuſements, 
y ou mutt purchaſe a litde Flock of Sheep. It was plea- 
tent enough to obſerve the Countenances my Father, 
other, and Aunt put on when they heard me ſpeak 
in tuls manner; but I gave them not time to re- 
ply, ſor plucking my Purſe out of my Pocket, I 
counted out ſeventy-five Leni D'Ors upon the Table: 
And when they had ſeen the Sum, I gathered it up toge- 
tuer, end wrap p'd it in a Piece of Paper, then put it into 


in 
there is not a better Air, nor a 


wy Mother's Hand; I depend on you, ſaid I, good Ma- 


demi nclle B————to get the Cows, the Sheep, and 
tue Chamber againſt I come. The Confuſion I was 
in was fo great, at being obliged to receive all the 
Ackxnow!edgments their Giatitude poured out; my 
Father, and Aunt eſpecially, being ready to fall down 
and kiſs my Feet, that to put an End to it, I pretended 
to have Affairs of the utmoſt Moment to diſpatch, and 
taking my leave of them, retired to my Cloſet ; where 
] iadalged that Satisfaction, which always attends con- 

ferring 


Virgin's Fiftory. I;1 
ferring Benefits, and being happy enough to give Hap- 
pineſs to others; and though | had done no more than 
what my Duty bound me to do, yet did the Conſciouſ- 
neſs of having acquitted myſelf of that Duty, give me 
an Infinity of Pleaſure. 


The End of the NINTH PART. 
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PART XK. 


70 FTE R my Parents were gone, and I 
. N had recovered myſelf ſrom the Emotions 
f/ % their Preſence gave me, I wrote an An- 
„ ſeer to Monſieur the Count de Saint Fal's 
euer. I thought proper to acquaint 


him with the Epiille 1 had received from 
the old A larquis de L J , his Diſcovery of 
me, and tne Vitit he had mace me; with all that paſſed 
11 that Converſation; concealing no Part of the Truth, 
ard entreating he would uſe me with the ſame Sincerity, 
and allo continue to favour me with his Advice, how to 
behave in ſo critical a Circumſtance. 

When I had ſent this Letter away, I divided my 
Time between Acts cf Devotion for the ſafety of 2 
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dear Marquis, and in reading Books of Philoſophy and 
Morality to inſpire me with Fortitude, to ſuſtain whats 
ever Ills might ſtill be ordained for me. As the Time 
in which I expected the Father of my Lover drew near, 
I began to be no leſs impatient to ſee him than I had 
been fearful before the great Deſigns he ſaid he 
had form'd ' for me, elevated me to Hopes I had little 
reaſon to expect would ever be fulfilled, and tho” len- 
Ceavoured to check Ideas, which then ſeemed ſo vain, 
yet would they {till return, and in ſpite of myſelf I was 
compelled ſometimes to look on myſelf then, as what [ 
now in reality am. 

It was the third Day from that in which I had ſeen 
him, and I begun to doubt if he would keep his Promile, 
when about fix in the Evening, I heard him on the 
Stairs, enquiring after my Health of Barbara, in a 
very polite Manner ; when he entered my Apartment, it 
was with the ſame Complaiſance, as to a Dutcheſs, tho 
bended with the Freedom and Sweetneſs of a long Ac- 
quaintance and intiinate Friend this is true good 
Breeding, for one cannot call a Man a fine Gentleman, if 
a due Reſpet, is not accompanied with a certain Eaſe, 
which lays no Reſtraint on the Perſon to whom it is 
paid. J 

One of the firſt things he ſaid to me was this, 
charming Teanetta, you have never been out of my 
Thoughts fince I was here; and among other thing. 
it has been ſome matter of Aſtoniſhment to me, that you 
do not ſeem tired with this ſolitary Life—— Women 
at your Age are uſually fund of Company and Diverſione, 
whereas you partake of none, and live in the World, as 
tho* you were out of it I queſtion if the Life of a 
Recluſe, which you ſo much dreaded, is not to be pre- 
fered to yours. 

Conſtraint, my Lord, anſwered I, renders thoſe 
things irkſome which in themſelves are not fo———— 
as I am now at Liberty, I prefer Solitude, but condemned 
to It, ſhould think it dreadful but, continved I, 
I] find ways to divert all my time. and between Reling. 
Working, and Mufick, have ſeldom any vaca:.; Hours. 
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You are never to be ſufficiently praiſed for being thus 
every Thing to yourſelf, replied the Marquis, nor is it 
at all to be wondered at, that you inſpire ſuch laſting 
Affection in thoſe who truly know you. 

He looked at me as he ſpoke theſe Words, with an 
infinity of Tenderneſs, and perceiving I did not imme- 
diately reply, you know not, continued he, the whole 
Force of your Charms, ror the Conqueſt they have 
gained over a Heart, which very lately imagined itſelf 
incapable of being influenced in the manner it now is. 
There is a Perſon in the World Feanctta, who 
tho' far advanced in Years has a very great Affection for 
you he is a Man of Quality, and has Honour 
and good Senſc he has entruſtled me with the 
Secret, and I have promiſed to be his Advocate 
What {ay you, lovely Fearctta, will the greateſt Com- 
plaiſance and "T'enderneis (both which I will undertake 
to anſwer for) make up for want of Youth ? [ 
mull own, that conſidering your fine way of Thinking, 
I cannot ſuppoſe he would run any Riſque in declaring 
himſeif unmecdiately, but I could not perſuade him to 
diſcover to you his Name, till he was aſſured his Paſſion 
would not be rejected, 

Any one may gue's the Surprize I was in at hearing 
the Fatiicr of in Lover talk to me in this Manner; and 
thence infer how difficult it was for me to reply as 
1 wis wholly unprepared for any ſuch 23 I thought 
it beſt to evade it by treating what he ſaid, as a peice of 
Railiery: I therefore affected to be very gay, tho' in 
reality I was very much the contrary ; the Lover he 
mentioned had ic gieat a reſcmblance of himſelf, that 
i :ecretly trembled. for the Conſequence of what my 
unlucky Beauty might occal.on ; his Love appear with 
Reaſon, no leſs a Misfortune to me, than his Hate bad 
been. 

The Marquis perceived the little Artifice I now put 
in Practice, zou have a great deal of Wit, ſaid he, it 
mult be confefied————1 ſee you wou!d turn a Propoſal 
you don't reliſh into a Jeſt; yet nevertheleſs I aſſure you 
nothing is more ſerious I will however ſay no 

more 
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more of it at preſent 
vourable Time may offer 
have Patience. 

Aſter this, the Converſation turned on a different 
Subject; the old Marquis told me he had been ſolliciting 
in my behalf at Court, that he had reminded the Kirg 
of what his Majeſty had done for me before, and repre- 
ſented my Merit, and the Gratitude I expreſſed for that 
Bounty in fo ſtrong a Light, that he did not doubt but 
a good Effect would come of it. The King, ſaid he, 
being told I am your Godfather, and that I eſpouſe your 
Intereſt, will I believe a!low you a Penſion, and I flatter 
myſelf, ſuch a one, as will ſupport you without being 
obliged either to my Son or Nephew. 

1 his Service was indeed very acceptable to me, and 
without reflecting as I might have naturally done, 
whether this was not a generous Artifice in the Marquis, 
to confer this Favour on me, without letting me know 
how far I was obliged, I thanked him with the vtmoſt 
Humility and Sincerity, for intereſting himſelf ſo far in 
my Behalf. The Affair is not yet concluded, faid he, 
the better to conceal from me what Part he had in it; 
but I don't doubt but to wiſh you Joy of it the next Time 
I fee you. I ſhall be extremely glad not to be diſ- 
appointed in my Hope, for I ſolemnly proteſt I have 
3 more at Heart, than to ſee you perſectly 
eaſy. | 

I returned this Compliment as became me, and what- 
ever paſſed in my Boſom, behaved with a Chearfulneſs 
which was very engaging to my Gueſt ; he aſked Per- 
miſſion to ſtay to Supper with me, and as it was a Fa- 
vour I did not dare to refuſe, granted it, as tho' ſatisfied 
with the Honour he did me he ſaid many fine 
Things to me, on my acquitting myſelf ſo well in the 
little Forms obſerved at Table between Perſons of 
Diſtinction, and often cried out in a kind of Tranſport ; 
good God! who would believe this admirable Creature 
was born in a Cottage. 

When it grew towards Eleven a Clock, he took his 
leave, ſaying, he never would _ any thing from me 
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perhaps, hereafter a more fa- 
a Lover of Sixty mult 
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that treſpaſſed on Decerccv ; that tho' he could never 
think the Hours tedious in my Company, yet for my 
ſ.ke he judged it Time to ;etire, which ke did with the 
o:eatelt Complaiſance, and a Promiſe of ſeeing me the 
next Day. 

He failed not in his Word, and during eight Days, 
that he ſtayed at Paris, was never abſent in an Aſter- 
noon. No Refpe& could exceed that with which he 
treated me; but every Time he came, dropt one Ex- 
Poon or another, which made me fear the few Charms 

was Xliſtreſs of had made but too much Impreſſion on 
his Heart. 

The Dey of his Departure he told me he was obliged 
to cave me, and as it would be impoſſible for him to 
return in leis than a Fortnight, proteſted he never under- 
took any Jourres with more regret. I tear myſelf from 
vou, ſaid ke, ard in this ſhort 'T'ime, that I have been 
accuſtomed to your Company, am convinced I can't 
ve harpy withcut being eterna!ly with you if you 
a: prelent, continced he, comprehend not the meaning of 
the Words, and many other others I have ſaid, here- 
a'tcr they will be ſufficiently explained. 

Alas! thought I. they are but too eafily accounted 
for -d iſſembled however my Diſquiet till he was 
gore, and then fell into moſt terrible Agitations, to 
ink of the Event of ſo unexpected an Accident——— 
Mew, ſaid J, all my ill Fortune is compleated were 
the Marquis to return repentant of the raſh Judgment 
jenlous Rage bas made him paſs upon me, will he pre- 
{me to Rival his Father ?—and will the Father vecede 
© the Son will he, who would not conſent to his 
Union with me, when he not loved me, ever be pre- 
viizd upon to yield that he ſnond marry the Woman he 
unhappily has a Paſſion for himſelt ?— 

Theſe Reflections, which after v. hat ha paſſed between 
me and the old Marquis were highly reaſonable, joined 
to the Uncertainty I was in for the Fate of his Son, made 
my Breait a perfect Chaos uf Confuſion I ſlept little 


that Night, ard roſe next Morning, not much more 
compoſed, when as I was locking for ſomething in a 
rawer 
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Drawer in my Toylet, I diſcovered a little Packet, 
which not having ſeen before, I haſtily opened, and 
fonnd it contained a Purſe, ſuch as Counters are ordina- 
rily put into, but by the Weight I judged it to be Gold; 
nor was I deceived in my Conjecture there were in 
it Two thouſand Livres; and a Letter as follows: 


To the charming IEANETTA, 


oF H E King has granted you Two Thouſand Livres, by 

my Hands; and has ſettled on you one Thouſand more, 
to be conſtanti paid you by the Tear. For fo good 
an Ozconomiſt as I know you are, this little Revenue I 
flatter myſelf will fuffice———1 choſe this way of deliver- 
ins you the Money, becauſe I would avoid any Acknows- 
bedg ments your Exceſs of Complaiſance and Gratitude might 
have drawn from you-——and defire that when ] next 


have the Pleaſure of ſeeing you, you will mention nothing 
ies are under no manner of Obligation to me, as 
your God. ſather, it is my Duty to eſpouſe your Intereſt, and 
I but ſpoke, and my Requeſt was granted. :/ hereafter 
T ſhall be fortunate _ to do any thing that may deſerve 
your Friend/>ip, I Hall not in that fo eafily give up my 
Pretenfaons——Be aſſured there is nothing I more ardently 
defire, nor cwill go greater lengths to obtai I 
have well w:cich'd your Merits, and it is to them, much 
more than to 1:17 Beauty, admirable as it is, that you are 
indebted for a. can be done for you by him, æubo is, 


With the moſt perfſe Honour 
and tenderefl Affection, 
The lovely JEANETTA's 
Admirer and Friend, 


So great an Act of Generoſity, and the Manner of 
doing it, both ſurprized and charmed me, for I had then 
a firm Belief, which has been ſince confirmed, that it was 
irom the ſincere Friendſhip of this truly valuable Noble- 

man, 
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man, not the Bounty of the King that I received this 
Favour ; which indeed came very ſeaſonably; my little 
Stock of Money being very near exhauſted by the Aſſiſ- 
tance I had given my Parents, I mutt without this Re- 
lief have ſoon been driven to very great Scraits. Afflicted as 
I was on many Accounts, this gave me great Conſolation— 
People may ſay what they will, but Money is a vaſt 
Alleviater of Misfortunes. I from my Heart ad- 
mired and acknowledged the Goodneſs of Providence 
Divine Service approaching I went to Church, and 
Joined in it with a greater Fervency than I had ever done 
before, even at the Time when I was in that dreadful 
Pit mentioned in the Beginning of theſe Memoirs, and in 
Expectation of being every Moment devoured by a Beaſt 
of Prey. The Poor were amply remembered by me, 
and I gave Money to the Sacriſtan to have Prayers 
offered up for the Preſervation of the Marquis and the 
Count, from all the Dangers to which they were expoſed. 
I was taught from my Youth to have a Confidence in 
ſuch Acts of Piety, and have experienced in many In- 
ſtances that they are never thrown away, and tho' thoſe 
who have little Charity themſelves, are apt to fay what 
is given that way, is in Danger of being miſapplied, I 
look on this only as the excuſe of a narrow Soul, ſince it is 
the good Intention that renders the Gift acceptable to Hea- 
ven———the Guilt of the Perverſion lies alone on the 
Perſon's Head, who is entruſted with the Diitribution, 
but the Merit in the Donar is the ſame, and never miſſes 
its Reward. And this I may venture to affirm, that if I 
have not always received an immediate Relief from the 
Misfortunes I laboured under, yet my Prayers have been 
efficacious in obtaining a Fortitude and Reſignation to 
ſupport them without thoſe Murmurs and Repinings, 
which are the certain Tokens of an abject Mind. 

Great indeed were the Trials I ſuſtained, and ſuch as 
nothing but a due Conſideration from what Hand they 
came, could have given me a ſhare of Patience requiſite 
to preſerve me from Deſpair. That very Morning at 
my return from Church I found a Perſon whom I 


had ordered to bring me the Gazette, waiting for w 
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I looked earneſtly for that Article relating to the 
Affairs in Germanz———— and found a Paſſage which too 
plainly confirme:! what the Count de Saint Fal had 
wrote to me concerning the Marquis the Words 
were thele : 

* A Detichment, commanded by a young Nobleman, 
* is entirely cut cf, having been ſurrounded by the 
* Enemy, and the Commander with ſeveral other 
Officers of Diſtinction left for dead in the Field. 

Ah, Heavens! cried I out, the Marquis is no more! 
wretched wretched Feanetta——this was all I 
had Power to ſpeak; o verwhelm'd with Grief, my 
Senſes quite forſook me, and I fell motionleſs into a 
Chair: I remained it ſeems two Hours in this Condition; 


during which my Cloaths were plucked off, and I was 


put into Bed, without my being in the leaſt ſenſible of any 
thing done about me, or ſhewing any figns of Life. 

When I came to myſelf, I found my Bed encompaſſed 
with Perſons I had never ſeen before, and Barbara on her 
Knees weeping bitterly, and wringing her Hands, hav- 
ing given me over for dead; a Prieſt whom ſhe had ſent 
for in her Fright, aſked me how I did; alas! anſwered I, 
more ſick in Mind than Body: Have Courage then 
Madam, reſumed he, and caſt your Cares on God, 
who in his good Time will relieve you. As he ſpoke 
theſe Words, the Company withdrew, and I caſting my 
Eyes more heedfully upon him than I had done before, 
remembered I had ſeen him officiate at the Chapel where 
I uſually went to Prayers, and had taken a particular 
Notice of him on Account of the extraordinary Devotion, 
he ſeemed inſpired with above the reſt of his Brethren : 
I look'd on him in this Juncture as one ſent from 
Heaven for my Conſolation, and made no Scruple of ac- 
quainting him, that the Condition he found me in, had 
been occaſioned by hearing of the Death of a Perſon who 
was very dear to me, and whom I had looked upon as a 
Man that was to have been one Day my Huſband. 

The good Eccleſiaſtick conformed himſelf to my 
Weakneis, the better to enforce his Doctrine, and 
ilielded me from that Deſpair, he perceived was ready 

to 
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to lay hold on me, by making me ſenſible how little 
Regard was to be given to Publick News-Papers, the 
Accounts of which he aſſured me were very uncertain ; 
and then exhorted me to ſubmit to the Divine Will, which 
it was my Duty to doinall Events, and which knew 
what was beſt for me, and would order every thing for 
my Good, if I endeavoured ſincerely to reſign every 
Thing entirely to its Diſpoſal ; he added, that a too 
great Attachment to any created Being, brought on 
nothing but Miſery and Vexation, and that it was a 
Crime to indulge Grief at the Expence of my Health. 

His Admonitions failed not of their Effect, I promiſed 
him I would uſe my Efforts to do my Duty, on which 
he took his Leave, aſſuring me he would conſtantly re- 
member me in his Prayers. 

Immediately after he was gone, a huge tall Man 
with a monſtrous black Wig, came to my Bedſide and 
offered to take me by the Hand: His Aſpect and Man- 
ner of approaching me, put me into ſuch a Terror, that 
I ſcreamed out and ſna.ched my Hand away I 
had no Thoughts of a Phyſician being ſent for, and my 
Head being a little out of Order through the Weakneſs 
which my late Fainting had left me in, made me not 
preſent!y comprel.end what buſineſs he could have with 
me; but he ſoon ſolved the Riddle, when addreſſing 
him'e!f to an old Lady who ſtood by; theſe Symptoms, 
Madam, ſaid he, denote a manifeit Delirium, ſhe 
muſt be let Blood this Minute Run, purſued he, 
to Barbara, and fetch Monſieur Lancelot the Surgeon, 
that he may perform the Operation, while this little 
Interval of Senſe cout:nues. I was fo much amazed at 
being looked upon as mad, that I could not make any 
Anſwer to convince him and the reſt of the Company, 
that I was not ſo. How kind is Providence, ſaid the 
Lady, to whom he ba] ſpoke, if Monſieur de Pourpre, 
had not happened to be at Home when I ſent, what 
might not this pretty young Creature have ſuffered ! 
During this Lady's Exclamation | recovered my Voice, 
and looking on this frightful octor with Contempt, I 
ſand in no need, faid I, neither of a Surgeon, nor your- 


ſelf; 
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{elf ; ſo defire you'll leave my Chamber 
Ha———cried he, the Fit is coming again————L 
wiſh Monfieur Lancelot were here ſhe muſt have 
ren Ounces at leaſt taken from each Arm ; and twice 
that Number from under the right Ear; then turn- 
ing to me, have a good Heart, Madam, ſaid he, I'll 
engage we'll ſet you up again, tho? it muſt be owned you 
are far gone very far gone indeed. See, con- 
tinued he, to the old Lady, who I perceived had a great 
Confidence in him, what a Wildneſs there is in her 
Eye: Ah, I am never deceived, if I once loolt 
in the Eyes of a Patient our Phyſicians, gene- 
my ſpeaking, are very ignorant, they cannot read 
Diſeaſes hy the Face, and therefore envy me for my 
ſuperior Skill they talk of obliging me to leave 
Paris; but they ſhall repent it if they offer to moleſt 
me in my Practice. I have a whole Volume ready for 
the Preſs, which I'll have printed in Holland, and put 
them all to Confuſion. 

The old Lady ſeemed to approve prodigiouſly of 
what he ſaid, and then aſked him, what Remedies he 
intended to preſcribe for my Cure. None Madam, 
anſwered he, but what are perfectly ſimple———— the 
Gentlemen of the Faculty will ſometimes keep a Patient 
under their Hands, three or four Years; but my Me- 
dicines never fail doing the Buſineſs in nine Days at 
fartheſt——T'll have her bled twice a Day for three 
Days ſucceffively———the too great Height of her 
Spirits, muſt be brought down by three Days Faſting, 
and the Heat of her Liver cooled by Bathing 
ſo that for the laſt three Days, I'll have her ſer up to the 
Chin in cold Water, for at leaſt fix Hours together; and 
if this, with the help of ſome few Lenitives and Eme- 
ticks, does not remove all her Complaints at the End of 
nine Days, I'll be content to forfeit all the Reputation I 
have acquired, and be looked upon as ignorant as thoſe 
really are, who pretend to call me ſo. 

The murderous Defign which I found this Emperick 
had formed againſt me, frighted me to that ce, 
that I cried out : Barbara, who was now returned from 


going 
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going to the Surgeon's, came to me, and aſked me ten- 
rly what was the matter O, ſaid I, ſend that Man 
away, pointing to Doctor Pourpre, the very Sight of him 
will throw me into Fits. Is Monſieur Lancelot coming, cried 
he, without regarding what I faid? O, here he is, 
continue] he, perceiving him enter: Come, Mon- 
eur, here is your Patient—— be ſpeedy in performs 
ing the Operation. The Surgeon, without making any 
reply, preſently plucked out his Lancet, and called for 
warm Water and a Fillet ! while theſe Ihings were 
2 the terrible Doctor repeated to him the 

umber of Ounces of Blood he was to take from each 
Arm, and I making a fign to Barbara to draw my 
Curtains cloſe about me, threw a Gown over my Shoulders, 
and eſcaped from the Bed's- Feet into ancther Room, where 
T bolted myſelf in, reſolving not to open the Door till the 
Doctor and Surgeon had left the Houle. 

I could hear the Uproar they made, when they found 
was gone See! cried Powrpre, can there be a 
more evident Proof of Madneſs, than to fly from Re- 
medies, and ſuch neceſſary ones as I always preſcribe ? 
you, Madam, continued he, who ſ-nt for me, and 
know my Skill, can be a Witneſs that this young Lady 
is mad you ſee how ſhe uſes me for my Part, 
] think in Charity we ought to force open the Door, and 
bind her till the Operation is perform'd it will be 
a meritorious Action to cure her againſt her Will; and 
if ever ſhe comes to her Senſes, ſhe will thank us for the 
Violence we are now compelled to offer. a 

As no body oppoſed this Advice, and I heard them 
draw near the Door, I doubted not but they would do 
as he ordered, ſo was forced to cry out, and proteſt if 
they attempted ſuch an Outrage, I would call for help 
from the Window, and have them all proſecuted. 

The Surgeon, who was a Man of more Reaſon, and 
doubtleſs had not the beſt Opinion of Monſieur Pour pres 
Advice, begged me to moderate my Paſſion, and a:ſured 
me he knew too well what he ought to do offer to bleed 
me without my Canſent. I am ready to believe you 
Monſieur, anſwered I, but that Doctor has — 
ome 
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ſome Intentions of deſtroying me, and he will oblige you 
to do it. No, Madam, returned he, I give you my 
ſolemn Promiſe, that I will be the firſt to oppoſe it, un- 
leſs commanded by yourſelf. beg, therefore, 
purſued he, that you will open the Door, that I may have 
the Honour of knowing by what Accident this Miſtake 
has happened, and you will find I ſhall obey no other 
Orders than your own. | 

The Lady whom I mentioned was truly good na- 
tured, and moved with my Tears, made the ſame Pro- 
teſtations that I ſhould not be moleſted, and Barbara, 
frightned leſt I ſhould catch Cold, as ſhe knew I was 
half naked, cried to me, that they ſhould kill her be- 
fore they ſhould offer to touch me———all this toge- 
ther emboldned me at laſt to open the Door, tlie 
Surgeon and the Lady came in, and the Doctor was 
preſſing in after them; but on my ſaying he ſhould 
not enter, they ſhut the Door againſt him. Recover 
yourſelf, Madam, I beſeech you, ſaid Monſieur Lance- 
let, and favour me fo far, as to inform me, what has 
occaſioned the Trouble we have given you. On this 
I relate to him all that had paſſed, and this with ſo 
much Calmneſs, that he ſhrugged up his Shoulders, 
ſaying, it was not the firſt piece of Folly that 
Pourpre had been guilty of, and that for his Part he 
was amazed he had been ſuffered to practiſe; but added, 
that he did not want Skill, if he were leſs ſelf-ſuſh- 
C.ent and precipitate. 

The old Lady, who it ſeems had been ſo good to 
come to my Aſſiſtance, when Barbara cried out on 
my fainting away ; told me, that imagining my Caſe 
was deſperate, ſhe had ſent for the Doctor, in whom 
till now ſhe had placed great Confidence, and alſo for the 
Clergyman: I gave her my hearty Thanks for both, 
as ſhe meant well ; but told her I ſhould always think 
myſelf under an Obligation, for bringing me acquainted 
with that pious Excleſiaſtick from whoſe excellent Re- 
monſtrances I had received great Benefit ; but as for the 
other I defired to ſee him no more, for I looked upon 
him to be more mad than he imagined me to be. a 
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This whimſical Adventurc ended with my ordering 
a Gratification to the Surgeon 51d Emprick, who went 
away well enough ſatisfied, but created in me ſuch an 
Averſion to all Phyſicians and vreſcriptions, that I 
could never ſince, even on the mo prefling Occaſions, 
be perſuaded to have recourſe to 2m "tis true, 
I am ſenſible that this is Prejudice, and that all are 
not Doctor Pourre's, but yet it is hat I cannot get 
over, and fo ſtrongly is it rooted in me, that I believe 
I fall carry it to my Grave. 

As ſoon as I was free from the Company of theſe 
Gentlemen, the good old Lady, to whoſe miſtaken Zeal 
was indehted for their Preſence, told me, ſhe ſhould 
be very glad of my Acqaintance, that ſhe had conceived 
a great liking to me for ſeeing me fo conſtantly at 
Church, where ſhe went twice every Day, and had 
o>ſerved I offered up my Devotions with greater Fervour 
than could be expected from a Perſon of my Years. I 
anſwered her in the politeſt Manner I cou'd, but eva- 
ded the Offer ſhe made me, as not ſuiting with my 
Humour to ſee any Company, even tho' they were of 
my own Sex. Indeed, I had ſuffered ſo much by my 
too readily entring into a Familiarity with Madamoiſelle 
Fania, that I had fixed my Reſolution to avoid all 
poſſible Dangers of that kind, and nothing could 
perſuade me to break it. 

After ſhe had taken her leave, I again took up 
the Paper, which had occaſioned all this Buſtle, 
and whether it was owing to what the Clergy- 
man had ſaid to me, or that in the hurry of my firſt 
reading it my Apprehenſions had magnified the Danger, 
I know not, but methought it did not now ſeem ſo pc li- 
tive as before, and left room for Hope—the Marquis's 
Name was not i nſerted, and there might be many 
Detachments commanded by Men of Quality, and 
poſſibly it might be ſome other who had fallen the Victim 
of War, not him for whom I was ſo nearly concerned; 
this ſoothing Reflection, joined to the Fatigue I had un- 
dergone, made me fall into a ſound Sleep the Moment 
I went to Bed, | 1 
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T would fain have perſwaded my poor loving Aunt 
to have gone to her Bed, but all I could fay would 
not prevail on her, ſhe inſiſted on watching by me, 
and happy was it for me ſhe did fo, I had otherwite 
died through Fear, if not been murdered, as the Ac- 
cident I am going to relate will ſhew. 

T'he Confuſion and Trouble I had been in that Day, 
left Impreflions on my Imagination, which was doubt- 
leſs the Occaſion of a very frightful Dream 
Methought a Ghoſt, loaded with Chains appeared be- 
fore me, looking on me with a very mournful Aſpect 
I endeavoured to avoid ſeeing him, but could 
not, and I beheld in his Arms a Corpſe covered with 
Blood and Wounds, which I immediately knew to 
be the young Marquis De L 7 
hind this ghaſtly Phantome, many others equally 
diſmal ſeemed to ſtalk, with ſolemn and dejected 
Pace among them was the Father of my Lo- 
ver, who led a Woman in Stature, Shape and Fea- 
tures perfectly reſembling myſelf ſhe ſeem'd to 
move as if by Compulſion, and had ſomething in her 
Air, more melancholy and forlorn than the refſt—— 
The old Marquis knelt down with her at the Feet 
of the dreadful Phantome I firſt mentioned ; on which 
the Corple of my Lover ſeem'd to revive, his Eyes 
opened, and the Blood no longer iflued from his 
Wounds———By degrees he came to himſelf, and 
quitting their Arms which had held him, he took 
his Father's Hand, and that of the Woman who 
was in every thing my other ſelf, and joined them: 
] was, methought, in ſtrange Emotions at this Sight, 
but looking again was ſurpriſed to find the Bridegroom 
changed into the young Marquis, and the old one 
entirely diſappeared——caſting my Eyes a ſecond Time 
on the Spectre, I perceived he now had in his Arms ano- 
ther Corpſe embrued in Blood, as the former had been 
this I preſently knew to be the Count de Saint Fal, his 
Countenance appeared ſo mouraful and pity- moving, that 
I was running to give him ſome Conlolation in the 
- excellive Sorrow with which he appeared to be over- 
whelmed, 
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whelmed, when on a ſudden I was waked by my Cur- 
tain; being drawn back I ſtarted as People gene- 
rally do when rouzed tog hallily from their Sleep, and 
diſcovered by te Light of a ſmall Taper, which was 
burning on the Table, a Man arm'd with a Ponyard, 
which he preſented to my Breaſt, ſaying at the ſame 
Time, you are a dead Woman, if you offer to cry 
out, or make the leaſt Noiſe————your Purſe, or your 
Life this Inſlant muſt be mine. 

O Heaven ! to whom I owe my Preſervation in this 
dreadful remembrance of thy Goodneſs to me, 
keep for ever in my Mind an humble and grateful 
Remembrance of thy Goodneſs to me! My Aunt 
Parbera. who as I ſaid before, would needs re- 
main in my Chamber, imagined ſhe heard ſomething 
breath in a Cloſet juſt behind the Chair in which ſhe fat : 
ſhe liſtned for ſome 'Time, and hearing the ſame 
Sound again began to ſuſpect the Truth—She then caſt 
about in her Mind how to avert the impending Danyer, 
to call out, or do any Thing that might give 
the concealed Perſon room to believe he was diſcovered, 
ſhe thought would be certain Death, both to herſelf and 
me, ſo Fit upon a method, which conſidering her Sim- 
Plicity in moſt other Things, was very much to be 
wondered at. Inſtead of ſeeming afraid of any Thing, 
ſhe pretended to yawn, and threw herſelf from one fide 
of the Chair to the other as if ſleepy and tired with her 
Poſition, and ſoon after got up and came to my Bed tide 
and looked at me, and then cried, ay, ſhe's fait 
I knew no buſineſs I have to fit here “Il e' en 
go to my own Bed in the Kitchen ſo having 
Pulled the Door ſoftly, as if fearful of waking me, ran 
down Stairs, and called up a Merchant that lived at the 
next Houſe, and ſhe knew had ſeveral Men belonging to 
him they made ſuch expedition that they wee all 
in my Chamber, juſt as I was preparing to riſe and give 
my Money to the Villain. The Wretch let ſall his 


Ponyard at this unexpected Interruption, and fell at my 


Feet begging for Mercy) —— the Merchant and his 


People preſently ſecurcd him, an I a lite recovered 
rom 
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ſrom my Fright, then I knew him to be the Man who 
brought me the Gazezte he conft fled his Intention 
of robbing me, had been owing to my Imprudence in 
opening a Drawer before him, where lay a great Quan- 
tity of Gold, when I went to pay him for the Paper ; 
that Sight, he ſaid, had tempted him to this 
Wickedneſs, having always till then behaved himſelf 
honeltly : But, Madam, continued he, Opportunity and 
extreme Neceſſity ſtifled all other Conſiderations. 
' Your fainting away, faid he, and the Buſtle it occa- 
ſioned in the Family, gave me the Opportunity while 
every body was buſy about you, of hiding myſelf in that 
Cloſet, where I waited in hope your Maid would either 
fall a-ſleep or go out of the Room; the latter happening, 
though not as I expected it, I proceeded to the Accom- 
pliſhment of my intended ign, which was, indeed, 
to murder you in Caſe you made any Reſiſtance. 
Barbara then relating by what a Stratagem ſhe had 
rendered the Deſigns of this wicked Creature fruſtrate, 
made me admire the Divine Providence, who when he 
is pleaſed can inſpire the moſt fearful with Courage, and 
the moſt ſimple with Cunning. Never was its 
power more manifeit than in the Inſtrument made Choice 
of, for my Preſervation in ſo eminent a Danger. 

It was doubtleſs the ſame Power who inſpired me with 
a Reſolution of ſaving the Life af the Wretch, who had 
attempted mine a Moment later had prevented the 
Effects of my Pity, for one of the Merchant's Men, in- 
ſtead of accompanying his Fellows, had ran to alarm th: 
Watch, as imagining, perhaps, there might be Occa- 
ſion for more Aſſiſtance ; but this I was ignorant of, 
and had prevailed with my Neighbours to let him make 
his Eſcape; I was, indeed, ſo much moved with his Ne- 
ceflities, which he deſcribed wi:h Tears, and the moſt 
bitter Remorſe, for having urged him to ſo deteſtable a 
Crime, that I gave him 'I'wo Lewis D*Ors, for the Re- 
lieſof Ten Children, he tod me he had upon his Hands; 
requiring of him to live honeſtly for the future, and 
promiſing him farther Aſſiſtance from time to time, in 
Caſe he would ſend his Wife or one of his Children for 
it, andnever let me ſee him more. Ot 
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O] how heavenly a Satisfaction do they deny themſelves, 
who, having the power to relieve, are inſenſible of the 
Nliſeries of their Fellow - Creatures] the Pleaſure that ariſes 
from Acts of Mercy and Benevolence, is certainly the 
moſt perfect we can enjoy on Earth; and in my Opi- 
nion, he who wants a Soul to give, is much poorer 
than he who by Neceſſity is compell'd to 224 But nei- 
ther Precept or Example is of Force, where an innate 
Compaſſion fails to excite, Every one will a& of 
himſelf, and the World muſt be as it will ; for my Part 
I was ſo overjoy'd that the poor Fellow, vile as he was, 
had made his Eſcape, and had ſomething to comfort his 
diſtreſs'd Family, that it more than compenſated for the 
Terror he had put me in. 

He was but juſt gone when the Watch came in, 
and fearch'd the Houte ; but finding no-body, return'd 
laughing among themſelves, I do not doubt, at my 
groundleſs Apprehenſions. As for the Merchant, [ 
made him a Preſent of a Gold Snuff- Box, and gratified 
his Men for the Diſturbance I had given them. 

When all was over I embraced my dear Aunt Barba- 
ra, to whom under Heaven I owed my Life; and aſ- 
ſured her, I would not leave the World without giving 
her ample Proofs of the Senſe I had of the Obliga- 
tions I had to her————-fain would I on this Occation 
have declared to her who I was, but I reitrain'd that 
Teſtimony of my Gratitude, her Indiſcretion might have 
occaſion'd Conſequences of ſuch Moment, that I was 
oblig*d much againit my Inclination to be filent on that 
Head. I made what Amends I could, however, by trea- 
ting her with all the Tenderneſs of a near Relation, 
— I own'd myſelf not as ſuch; and ſhe had all the 
Reaſon in the World to be ſatisfied with my Behaviour 
to her. 

When all this Hurry was over I went again to Bed; 
but had not power to ciole my Eyes till Day began to 
break; but then ſlept ſo ſound, that I knew not when I 
ſhould have awoke, had not Barbara come into my Room, 
2nd told me that a Gentleman in a long Black Gown, 
with two Attendants with him, was come to ſpeak with 
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me on Bufineſs of Importance. As I could not imagine 
what any Gentleman that profeſs'd the Law, as | wp- 
poſed this was, could have to ſay to me, I aſc'd her 
ſeveral Queſtions concerning what they ſaid, and in what 
manner they enquired for me: And the told me that 
he who ſeem'd to be the Maller, af;d her, if Niadam 
De Roches was at Home, (for by that Name I fobliſhly 
enough ſlill continued to be call'd) and on her aniwering 
that 1 was aſleep, he told her | muſt be walked, for he 
muſt ſpeak with me, on a Buſineſs wherein Lite was 
concern'd. 

What ſhe ſaid affording me no Satisfaction, I got un 
with as much Expedition as I could, and went into my 
Drawing - Room to receive this extraordinary Viſit. 
I found it was a Commiſlary, who having made a civil 
Apology for giving me this Diſturbance, addreis'd him- 
ſelf to me in the following "Terms. 

Laſt Night, Madam, ſaid he, the Watch brought a 
Man before me, who they found running through the 
Street, as if he was making his Eicape from ſome, that 
he expected were purſuing him; on which they ſciz d 
him on Suſpicion, but it being late I ordered he ſhould 
be ſecured till this Morning, when being brought to 
me again, he appear'd ſo confuſed, and gave ſuch in- 
coherent Anſwers to the Queſtions I put to him, that I 
ſent him back to Priſon, till he ſhouid give a better 
Account of where he had been, and what had occafion.'d 
that Terror, which made the Watch take Notice ct 
him. A Letter directed to you, Madim, and entruſted 
to the Turnkey to deliver to you, was intercepted and 
broke open. He begs your Mercy, and fays his Life is 
in your Hands. I examined him upon this, and he 
pretends that having brought you the Gazette, he fluid 
to Supper with your Servants, and that was the Occa- 
ſion of his being out ſo late. This agrees ſo ill with 
the Contents of his Letter to you, that I am come to 
know what it is that he would have ſtifled, and what he 
means by ſaying his Life is in your Hands.——Pleate, 
therefore, to permit me to take down your Information, 
and you may afterwards act as you think proper 
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though I beg a perfect Account, becauſe Witneſſes will 

be called, and we, Ver er ee from Truth, might be of 
il} Conſeqrence: As I heard your Quality demanded 
this Deference, 1 came to wait on you myſelf, inſtead 
of ſending an inferior Officer. 

'Theie "I wings made me more and more admire Di- 
vine Juſtice, which purſues Wickedneſs even to its in- 
molt Receiles ; but was ſcrry at the ſame 'i'ime that my 
Comp aun was like to prove unavailing. I was very 
much at a loſs how to rep'y, as the Wretch's Life de- 
pended on my Words, and I naturally abhorr'd all kind 
of! Lying or Prevarication ; at Jaſt, it is true, ſaid I, 
hat being juſt going to Bed, I found the Fellow you 
n.can in my Chamber, at v hich I was fo frighted that I 
ſcreamed out and raid the Houſe ; but on Enquiry | 
heard that after Supper he fell aſleep in the Kitchen, 
ar. taat u 18 he waked in endeavouring to get out, 
n::itcok his Way and came into my Room, and 
that being frighted himſelf at my taking him for a Thief, 
ke ran away to prevent being f::2'd as tuch. 

The Commiflary appear'd fati:fed with this, and 
went away; but 1 prepar'd the LarGclord of the IIouſe 
und his Servants, that they might agree in the fame 
Story, in Calc farther Enquiry ſhould be made, as, in- 
deed, there was; but nothing appearing againſt him, he 
got his Diſcharge in two Dav s, as his Wife informed 
me, who came and returned me Thanks upon her 
knees, proteſting that ſhe and all her Family would in 
that Polture, never fail once a Day to invoke the Bieſ- 
ling of Heaven on every thing J undertook. 

Theſe two laſt Accidens, t bough but 'I'rifles in them- 
iclves, joyn'd to the other Diſuiets | Ilaboured und cry 
had an ill Effect oa my Conflitution grew pale, 
tell away, my Appetite as well 2s my Sl-ep forſoolk we, 
and in a Week's tine I was alter'd to that Leorce, as 
kardly to be known. Poor dear Perbara did all 
ſhe cculd to divert me, and, indeed, with her oecd 
Phraies would ſometimes make me ſmile; but, alas! 
tiis vas a Winter's Sun, which was preſently obſcured 


by the gloomy Clouds of Grict- 


my ominous 
Dream, 
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Dream, the Uncertainty of my dear Marquis's Fate, 
the Impatience of hearing more of him from Sat 
Fal, was ever preſent to NMind, and TI believe no vr, 
who did not directly yield to Deſpair, ever tufi.,* 
more than I did at that time. 

I was fitting one Day at my Window in a very pen- 
five and heavy Turn of Mind, when J heard a Coact 
and Six flop at the Door, on looking out I ſaw it was 
the old Narquis's. | ſtarted, though I knew ro: 
why, but ſoon found ſufficient Cauſe to be alarm'd, when 
entring my Chamber, I perceived en his Cuuntenince 
ſo great a Melancholy, as in a Man of his "Temper, 
could not proceed but from ſome very extracrdiuary 
Occaſion. It terriked me the more alio, that 1 tound 
he laboured very much to conceal it from me: and {poke 
not any thing which could give me any liglt into the 
Affair that troubled him, I took the Liberty of queition- 
ing him in my Turn; your Lordſhip, laid 1, has been 
pleaſed to honour me with the Title of yvur Friend, and 
conſeſs my ſelf too proud of it, not to do every thing 
in my power to merit it, and would alio not be denied 
the Privileges of fo ſacred a Name.————7here i5 a 
Cloud upon your Lordihip's Brow, the meaning of 
which I cannot compreterd ; it any urwary Act or 
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Word of mine has given rite to it, I beſeect your 1.ord- 


ſhip to acquaint me with the Nature of my CF. nce, 
that J may cntreat your Pardon, and attcene for it by 
my future Conduct if 1 am no way acceſtary, 
give me leave to ſhare in your Concern. 

1 was going on when he interrupted me, by crying out 
in a kind of inward Agony Oh, Tearetta ! 
Feanetta ! how cruelly do you make me feel 
my Tenderneſs for my Son 

He had ſcarce utter'd theſe Words, than a cold Trem- 
bling ſeiz'd me from Head to Foot. | was now 
aſſured my Dream was fatally accompliſhed, ard the 
dear Man for whom my Vows and Sighs were cffer'd 
was no more in that inſtant of Horror all Diſguiſe 


was forgot, my Soul unguardcd yielded to the dreadſul 
Blow, 


I ſhriek'd, and the Tears burt je Tor- 
+ rent 
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rents from my Eyes to ſpeak I was unable; but 
heaid from the old Nlarquis that his Son was dange— 
ruuſly, it was ſear'd mortally wounded in the Head, in 
giving the molt ſigna! Proofs of his Bravery 3 and that 
the Count De Saint Fal was taken Priloner in the Battle, 
which haprened two Days after. | 

Ilie Niarquis, whether it were that he thought it ill 
became his CharaQer, to offer any thirg of Conlolation 
to me in this Circumſtance, or that the fight of my 
Grief made his own more ſenſible, I cannot pretend to 
ſay, but he Raid with me but a little time; though I 
heard him as he went out, bid Parbara be caretul of 
me, and promiſed her to come again the next Day. 

He did fo, but found me in a Condition little capable 
of 1cceiving him the melancholy News he had 
brought me, threw me into a Fit of Sickneſs. I 
was than in Bed, which I ſtirr'd not out of for a conſi- 
derable Time. This excellent Nobleman made his own 
Phyſicians attend me; but on the fourth Day they gave 
me over, unleſs Nature, they ſaid, by a prodigious Ef- 
fort, could threw off the bilious Matter from about my 
Heart, which was on the Point of ſuffocating me. "They 
were not wanting in their Endeavours ; but my Stomach 
was too weak to retain any of the Remedies they pre- 
ſcrib'd, long enough to operate on the Cauſe which ſtill 
remain'd benind, and left no hope of my Recovery. 

The old Marquis, who came at leaſt ten times in a 
a Day to my Bedſide, no ſooner heard this, than he be- 
thought himſelf of a Medicine, ' which though never 
given but in deſperate Caſes, he had ſeen ſome good 
+ ffects of: this he made me take, and fat by me 
durirg the Operation. —His kind Endeavcurs bad 
their wiſh'd Succel: the Emetick Dote ſtaid with 
me for near half an Hour, during which time I ſuſte red 
TJTortures equal to the Rack; but at lat was happily re- 
lieved, not only from thole poignant Paine, but allo 
from that obitinate Bile, which had render'd ſo violent a 
Reinedy abſolutely neceſſary. Nor was this all he did 
for my Recovery; after i had ſlept a little, and ſeenied 
more compoſed, a Courier came into my Chamber, 
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booted as from the Camp, and deliver'd a Packet to the 
Marquis, which he haſtily open'd, and having ſeemed to 
read to himſelf ; I expect, Jeauctta, ſaid he, afluming 
a p"ealant Countenance, that you will congratuiate me 
on the good News I have jul received my Sen 
15 on the meading Hard, the Account we had of his 
Danger proved a Xliſtake, and he had only a flight 
Wound in the Shoulder. 

This Intelligence, which I then little ſuſpected uns no 
more tlian a Stratagem contrived to reduy the Difor- 
ders of my Xlind, was of fuch FEtticacy, tliat in a ew 
Days after I began to 194% once more like one, was 
might be rank'd among the number of the Living, 

Being now judged to be pall all Danger of a Relapſe, 
I made my Acknowledgments to Heaven, and to the 
Alarquis for the uncommon 'Tenderne's he had ſhewa 
to me———he ſeemed tranſported at the good Success 
of his Scheme, and continued to ſced me fli!] with the 
tte ing Hopes of his Son's Recovery, and that he 
would ſo2n be on the Road to Paris. INay, went 
ſo far as to forge Letters in his Name, which he read 
to me, that I might be perfeR'y eaſy on that Article; 
and did all this, without ſeeming to penetrate how great 
an Intereſt I took in it; but as though his own Satiztac- 
tion would not ſuffer him to keep it a Secret. 

This pleafiag Deluſion continued, till I was fo well as 
to be ale to walk about my Rooms, and the Father of 
my Lover having then Buſineſs, which cal''d him to 
Verſailles, tools his lade of me; but not without leav- 
ing a Servant :?t Paris, who was to carry him an Ace. 
count of my Hea'th every Day til his Return. 

+I gathered Strength very falt, ſtill delighting mytelt 
that the Marquis would be ſoon at Paris, and agi 
that when he ſhould come to hear the "ruth of my be- 
haviour, he would not think me unw-rthy the Jender: 
derneſs, he once had honoured me with. Never did it: 
once enter into my . Hend, that his Father had 
deceived me, till I received by the Polit a Letter 
from the Count De Saint Fa“; I broke the Seal with a 
picaling Impatience, expecting a Cortirmation of what | 
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molt wifh'd on Earth; but how great was my Diſap- 
pointment, when I read in it theſe Lines. 


To the moſt beautiful Teanctta. 


V Compliance with the felemn Promiſe you exafted 
rem me at my D.jarture, I now give you a little 
415 tory injtead cf a Letter, in rhich you a evil] find much 
40 ene, 2 41 much ta ice al let not, ther ee 
fore, tie tir ff Pat FOES ae Þ 19% 5 an, as to render 
wu tt, apo of proceed: = #9 trat which «vill afo 4 you 
Conſclutiun; if I hear it diet, ren muſt expect I alli 
not heren Fen treat you avith the ſame Sincerity. 

RF: 740 ecuninted rom, ladelu Jeanetta, that my Couſiu had 
0 tains the” Coinmanid He Detachment, ard that I r. 
hended from the Account I card of him on my Arrival at 
the Campyti at bis OO dl; mint hurry him 1 fur.— 
Ar Fears, alas! evere but 192 well grounded. —Cour a, 
Gib. invicerat'd 75 De Hair, fut him uten I a a 
Condor, efcirted by mere than treble his Number; and le- 
five that All tato an Ambuicade, and witl out aukat is iu 
var Dars eftrerd a Miracle, a faithful Servant, muff 
Lade inevital l: perifhd „ <ces e Dubois his Valet 
Ad: Chamtcr that he exed his Life. He ſazu him 
foll, ard tranſferted by his Zeal aud Affetion flew amidſt 
tho thick of the Enemics, ard cada bis bieeding Lad 
200 his Back, and bore him, in all Appen ance ad. to 
the Camp : This Bohawviour of his feem'd 7 nexv, that it 
aſton d4 both Pasties, and for a avhile occaſ oned a Ce/- 

ſaticu of Diſiructiou all admired, and none at- 
tempted ta render fruitleſs an Action which appeared /o 
brave. 

The Marquis had all this Time no fizns of Life, but en 
the Surgeons ſearching his Il an they were feund not 
mortal, and that his greateſt Danger ava. his loſs of Blood. 
--—Put mak: yourſelf raſj, charming Jeanetta, he is t99 
2 beloved here, for our Fears for him nct ta magnify 

ccery unpromifing Symptorn, 


Tos 


; 
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Tivo Days after this melancholy , the Arnie fought 
a pitcl'd Battle; ave arne, the Vi ors, but I <vas made 
a Prifoner, and ſtill continue #38 e 1, of 7:3 Libert: 
is an inexpreſible Misfortune to me, as 7: 1 pi des ne 2 
the Plea ſure of ſeeing you ſp ſoon as | cxps Fed, and e 
doins you what little Services are in mv ay 
7 ſcud ; gu here encloſe da Let +, ae th? A! a 
had 6: zun te æurite to me before the A: 2 aud ſiniſbeu 
aſter he was wounded 3 it <vill fore b convince 1 24, Le 
is mt f ungratiſul as tou imayin'd, wor in ff mich Det. 
ger as you, perhaps, apf rel cir d. I fincerely ui, 
a0 dare der becomes of me, his Live aud T.ife may eve P. 9 


Ke 90 perfe. 71 40 ji: — 7 woot 7 lay „% tt T9, 


ACCU; t, has NZ 4.0 Since y i: itt than t. le reft, / 44 U 
« are t jq¹œ end generous ts riful. ue Pie Cantine 
7 r:ur Friend bib, aud in that charming fle, T em «©: 


2% d to endure all Fs Trzals a Lader can be put to. 

IF ren think ary thing I have done wearthy of a Refers 
rt muſt be in givirg mc as ſpeeds [utelltge WC as 559 tan, 
tat you are Well. 
my Uncle 90 wes bis Fitts t ven ah at: ven cher 
concernins bis e to 2% 0% rere, Jet e 1 
Amatzement ; Lu! 178 Behawvinnr 1 1% u mores. f ea c48 
Justo him to be the my 4 arti i Mauna Part, <Þ 5:5 
rot conceive, hoxwe ver, wnhrt Motions Saul i indeed ue 
d. nl le cen W lata, 1:17 Best au rar Jirtus 
muy Fave *. him a Cadet, as they aid me > truth 1 

would ; 227 29559 > them 13 hawo abs; Tele; * tho [rome E 34 
him, becauſe I fear he arndt ut be fo r 75 ming, — In 
all the Letters ks hs gute 1 75 1 Dar EU ERCE men 


tion yen; I folio bis Exam, HD. zul. T have tte 


in that AFair evil] not hear © 4 a.'tig 1-13 Lim, ot |. aff 
as vet. a 

I em ævell treated l my Conguerors, and till ar Ee- 
change of Pri huers is ma, tat I am Laber ereugb 19 
necei de your dar Cement, in i Perſon, fir ult think nrye 
Self overpaid by a Line, fir all I, uther have, or can da, 
or faffer. ll 1 am, or ever can be, beins entirel; de- 
Dated to the clarming Jeanetta; but 7 55 delay ns 
longer the Satisfatiom you may find in reading the ens 


7 A. 4, 


IJ. real elf, te ec: 11 1 ear if. 


F 
: 
. 
” 
. 
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claſed, which to give you, afferds na ſmall Share of le 


bim, awho is 
With a Sincerity and Tenderneſ;, 
great as the Charms aul ich in fired them, 
A1 adorable Jeanetta, 
From Nau cin. Your faithfully devoted 
De Saint Fal. 


Though from the Moment I percciv'd there was a 
T.cticr tem the Alarguis, i had, indeed, an inexpreſ- 
five Tmratiercc to fec what it contain'd ; yet I would 
nut be guiity of ſw much Ingratitude to this generous 
Friend, as not to go through his Letter firtl. 
is true there were no Witnefles of what I did on 
tl.is Score; but 1 had a jadge in my own Breaſt, 
vwincn would never ſuſſer me to do that thing in pri— 
vate, which if known would flard in nced of an Ex- 
cuſe. Bat now, having fati:fied the Demands of Friend- 
ſhip; Love miglit be withcut a Pluſh cbeyed, and I 
examined my dear Marguiz's Letter to Saint Fal. The 
Contents were as ſollows. 


To Monſicur the Count De Saint Ful. 


1 Left Paris, my dear Cenſin, guite frantic with Rage, 
ard I am now running into an Envagement, where 
Deltair more tran my Honour calls me———— the 

Occaſian of theſe Emotions is a Secret to all the World, 

but fall not be fo to you Jeanetta has de- 

ceived my pood Opinicn of her————She is falſe 

Unconſtant a evill not perkaps believe this, but 

imagine ſuch a Surmiſe only the Effet of a too ardent 

Paſſim, which it is certain always borders on Fea- 

4, ————yct uh I tell you is ae no 

Her lewes me, but gives the Preference ta the Duke 

De ; his ſuperior Quelity, and perkaps ſuperior 

Merit, 


| 
[ 


/ 
| 
"7 
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Merit, has Hu , her Heart in his Favour, and 1 

am no more remembered , her-———this made me 

quit all that awvas dear ta me this drove me 

to the Army this puſhes me on to feck an ſu- 

| nourable Death, rather than preſe rue a mijerable Life 
| I ſay a miſerable Life, for what is capable 
of affording me any Satisfaction, when ſhe, in whom 


I had treaſured all my Hepes, has fo ungratefully be- 


traved me. In vain have I fireve to tear her 
Image from my Lueg is no langer avor- 
thy, yet fre is lovely flill————5e World bas no lh 


any Charms for me, naw foe is lojt. Fatal Pa- 


| fim, that lea ves ro Hope of Relief lat in tle Arms of 


. Death. 
'/ Ay Scouts infirm me, that a Parly ef the Pnemy is ln 
-z* rr — oo 
| #7409 Leagu 5 aiftunt 


7 fly to cl n — 

Fare el, dear Saint Fal, remember me, and be aud, 

that though it is femething unnatural to love one's Ri- 

4 val. jet gau have been alzwwavs deer to me. 

4 If the new Lover of my fair fullen Augel ſhonli de- 
eeive her, I beg you hi, be ler Computer. — 72 
both know her Circumſtances, do not therifyre forjade 

| 3 ker. 


| would not give way to thoſe Emotions, which reading 


| this cruel Accuſation raiſed in me, but pals'd halily on 
| to the other Part, which I found was in a diftefcut 
| Hand, | 


My dear Friend, 
Have been defcated, eppreſt by Nunòbcert, was laid 


fer dead, but am now revived and hap; this 
laſt Word may feem a Paradix, aſter what I hat fi 
above; but I xwill explain it by telling you, that jince my 


Alisfortune, I have received A Letter from a Cerntleman, 
cal?d Melicourt, which afjures me, I em flill 1 in 
| the pure Aﬀections of my dear Jeanetta: it 5c true, 
1 as he informs me, I can ſubmit to every ether hind of Illi. 


— 1 an ovliged to the Pen of Dubois to toll you 
I 5 this, 
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this. J aroulil entruſt no other, and am unable 9 
make ule of ere ue e—xvrite to me ſon, I bejrech 
ri, and lit me know your Sentimenis, on aihat ſo much 
ee my eternal Peace; for if what that unknown 
Friend affirms he has been Witneſs of be real, I ſhall 
centent myſelf <rith the lat of an Eye, «hich is in ſome 
Danrer, fo I have the other left, to behold the dear 
Ovject of mv Paſſion, and admire her Charms. 
Ai me, I conjure you by all our Friendſhip, in making 
wy Peace with her, unleſs you think my late Behaviour 
tar vender d me nrocorthy of it if fo I fhould have, 
mndced, mo moe do avith Life; but J hope better both 
from her und 9. I am ſenſible this is putting your 
Fricnd/lrp to the ſcoereft Trial ; but I know to whom 
ea, and that's enough. 


Nur, 
With the utmoſt Sincerity, 
L 


— 


What Tears of mingled Grief and Tenderneſs did not 
thi Leiter coſt me! again and again did I read over 
theſe Marks cf his Affection what would I not 
have given that Inſtant to have been preſent with him? 
Ah! cryed I, why will not Decency permit me 
to take a Foll-Chaiſe and fly to the Camp, and con- 
vince him that I think none but his dear Self worthy 
of my Love, and capable of making me happy? 

Atter a long time ſpent in the molt endearing Re- 
feRions, i began to think on Melicourt's Behaviour 
iis toking the Trouble of writing in the Juſtification of 
my tinccence, without my deſiring that Favour of him, 
ar even without his menticning to me that he would do 
40, was an Action apprared ſo truly generous and fo 
noble, that it Celerveu ny utmoſt Acknowledgments. 

— concluded, that a Perſon who could confer a Be- 


neh for tae ſole Pleaſure of doing it, had a Soul who 
wou' think nothing too great a Trouble that Friend- 
ſhip demanded, and made me reſolve to entreat him to 

ta ke 
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take a Journey to the Camp, in order to perſect the 


good Work he had begun, and aſſure my dear XIar- 


quis, that I was not unworthy of the Affection with 
which he horoured me. 


1 Having determin'd on this Project, I wrote immedi— 
ately to Melicourt, and ſent my L:tter by an expreſs Mleſ. 
4 ſenger ; I did not in the leaſt doubt but on the Recep- 


tion, he would come to Paris, having had ſuch a Preot 
of his Inclination to ſerve me. Eſpecially, as I had 
heard his own Affairs would not be decided in fix 
Weeks ; the Nuncio having been obliged to write again 
to Rome concerning ſome new Difficulties ſlarted by the 
Parents of Saint Atrer, and, therefore, he would have 
Time much more than ſufficient to go where 1 re— 
quired | 

This worthy Huſband of my dear Saint Aꝛncs no 
ſooner came to Paris, than 1 made him ſenſible how 
1 kind I tcok what he had done for me; and then acquain« 
G ted him with the News I had received from the Army; 


» 


I expatiated ſo much on the Concern I was in, to have 
a full Account of the Nlarquis's Condition, that he per- 
ceiving what I aim'd at, was fo far from raiſing any 
Objections, prevented my making the Requeit l was 
. preparing for, by offering to go; laying, at the ſame time 
that ] could not confer a greg ter Oblig ion on hit, 
than to give him this Op portunity ot becoming ac- 
: quainted with a Nobleman, for whom he had ſo greut 
Reſpect, as the Marquis De /. V. 8 

How greatly does the manner of conferrivg a Favour, 
add to the Value of it. they have no geuerous Souls 
uno wait to be aſzed, before they giant what they 
| know is wanted.— I was charmed with the Good-nature 
and Politcreis of Aelicourt, and immediately wrote n 


| Letter, and gave him Directions how to manage the 

; Afﬀiir. 

| We ſupp'd together, and during the little Repaſt. all 
our Diſcourſe was on his intended Journey. 1 chit. 

ly inſilted on his not delivering my Jetter to the &lar— 

| quis, till tzere was no Danger that the Surprize of hearing 


from me would aſſect his Ilealtw; and that he would 
a 1 © withe * 
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withgut concealing or diſguiſing any thing, ſend me 
Word in what Condition he found my Lover, and in 
what manner he received my Letter. Every thing 
being thus ecncluded on, he ſent his Servant to order 
Folt-11ci ſes io be ready for his ſetting ont next Morning 
by Break of Day. 

All tl:i. being ſettled, and Melicoust on the Road, made 
me much caſier than I had been for ſome time, and 
though I tad ſtiil enough to trouble me on the old Mar- 
cquis's Account, the exceſſive Tenderneſs and Concern he 
ſhewcd for me in my late Indiſpoſition, but too much 
confming the Conjectures I before had of his being 
en2mour'd with me; yet did the charming Thoughts of 
being reconciled to his Son engroſs all my Attention. 
I had no leiſure for any other Hopes or Fears; 
wnen ore is truly in love every thing centers there, 
ard whatever one ſays, or does, or thinks, is dictated 
by that alone. 

cannot preſent the Reader with the Letter I ſent by 
Alelicourt, the Marquis by ſome Accident has loſt it, 
and | remember only that it contain'd all the endearing 
Expreſſions a Soul overflowing with Love and Ten- 
derneſs could ſuggeſt, without any Expoſtulations on the 
Injultice cf his Suſpicion: the Condition he was in 
tœok off all Reſentment, and I laboured only to make 
him perte&ly content. 

Two Days after the Departure of Melicourt, it being 
tie Feſtiral of our Bleſſed Lady, and finding myſelf 
well enough to go abroad, I went to Church to return 
Thanks ſor my Recovery, and offer up Prayers for that 
of the Marquis. It was to Mattirs I went, but hear- 
ing there would be a Sermon in the Afternoon, I order'd 
Dinner more early than was my Cuſtom, and returned 
in the Afternoon not to loſe a Diſcourſe, which I was 
told, there was great Exprctations of being extremely 
elegant. 

The Character I had heard was juſt: A Capuchin 
preached with ſo much Energy, Learning and Eloquence, 
that the whole Congregation ſeemed affected with it—there 
was rcthing in his Diſcourſe Mat had a TinQure of the 
Pedant, 
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Pedant, and what he faid had more the Air of a Gen- 
tleman, recommending Morality to the World, than the 
ſuperſtitious Cant of ſome of our illiterate Prieſts, 

The great Admiration I had of his preaching, made 
me look very much upon him, and the more 1 did fo, 
the more I fancied I had ſeen him before, tho' in what 
Place, or on what Occaſion I could not preſently re- 
collect. I know not how he came to caſt his Eyes to- 
wards me, but he had ſcarce looked upon me, when his 
Speech began to faulter, he turned pale, and tho' he 
ſeemed ſtriving to repel ſome inward Emotions which at 
that Inſtant ſeized him, his Endeavours were in vain, and 
he fainted away. 

Every Body was ſurprized and frighted, and many in- 
quilitive Whiſpers flew about the Church : one who fat 
by me, gave a ſmelling Bottle to a Perſon that was aſſiſting 
the Capcuhin, and ſeeming to know him, was aſked by 
another who he was ; to which he anſwered, that he was 
the only Son of a Nobleman, who having an extra- 
ordinary Vocation had quitted a great Title and 
Eſtate to paſs his Days in a Convent, and then told the 
Name of his Family. I was very near falling into the 
ſame Condition with the ſubje& of this Diſcourſe, when 
J heard it was no other than the Chevalier D'Elbieux, 
Heaven, however, was pleaſed to give me Strength 
to ſuſtain ſo great a Surprize ; but fearing it might yet 
have an Effect upon me, I took the Opportunity, while 
all were buſy about him to go out of the Church without 
'being obſerved. | | 

When I came home I could not help reflecting on 
the Oddneſs of my Deſtiny, which would not ſuffer 
ſcarce a Day to paſs over my Head without bringing on 
ſome extraordinary Incidens or other ; but this was not 
all, more and greater Matter of Speculation befel me 
before I ſlept. - 

In the Evening, For/an, the old Marquis's Gentle- 
man, made me a Viſit, and as he has ſore ſhare in the 
Accident of my Life, I believe it will not be improper 
to give a ſlight Sketch of his Character, 

He 
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He had been always bred in high Life, without the 
Means of ſupporting himſelf according to his Birth, ſo 
was obliged to be a Dependant on others; to gain the 
Confidence of whom he ſeemed ever comply ing to the 
Humour of thoſe he had a Defi2n upon. n a 
Word he was an atiful, inſinuating Man, and had fo 
much the Appearance of Sincerity, that wherever he 
attempted to pleaſe he ſurely did ſo, As penetrating as 
was the old Marquis De L F. , and cer- 
tainly no Man was more, he ſuffered himſelf to be deceived. 
in the Temper of this Servant; he made him his Confi- 
dante in moſt Things, not excepting tLe Tenderneſs he 
had for me, and the other to p/caſe him, was perpetually 
flattering him with an Aſſurance of obtaining me; but 
the end of theſe Memoirs will ſhew whither in this he 
fathomed the Bottom of his Lord's Intentions. 

He N me of ſo mild and eaſy a Temper that 
he ſhould be able to bring me to any Thing, ſo willing- 
ly undertook the Commiſſion of waiting on me, and 
tathoming my Thoughts concerning the Paſſion his Lord 
bad for me, which he ſuppoſed was arrived at that 
Height, that he would ſpare nothing for the Gratiſication 
of it. 

He began with praiſing my Beauty to a degree of 
Fulſomeneſs, than proceeded to tell me the Effect it had 
on a Nobleman of the firſt Rank in the Kingdom, and 
added, that I ought not to refuſe the Addreſfies of a 
Perſon ſuch as the old Marquis 4 L———F. ; 

I doubt nut but he wou'd have had the Inſolence even 
to propuſe Terms for my Compliauce; had 1 not 
anſwered his firſt Attacks in a manner which ſhew'd 1 
did not approve of any ſuch Diſcourſes, and on his dil- 
cloicing his Erraud, bid him quit my Apartment, and 


preſume to come into it no more, unleſs it were to aſk. 


my Pardon fer the Aﬀront he had put upon me. 

Any Mon but himſelf would have detiſted a Proſecu- 
tion which promited ſo little Succeſs 3 but imagining 
the Centinuance of Lis Lord's Favour, depended upon 
his Skill in this Buſincſs, ke had the Bold neſs to come 
again the next Day, and provoked me fo far by his 

Solicitations 
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Solicitations that J loſt all Patience, and told him with 
an Air, which nothing but the Occaſion could excuſe the 
Pride of, that if he ever dared to approach me an 
more with ſuch fawcy Offers, I would find ſome way 
to make him repent it. 

In this Inſtance now did I find the Misfortune of the 
Meanneſs of my Birth ———this vile Negotiator, ſo 
far from being daunted at what I ſaid, told me with 
a ſcornſul Smile that I forgot myſelf and that 
ſure I did not learn theſe Airs of Quality in the Village 
of D to theſe Taunts he added Aſcnaces, that 
he ſhould find means to diſappoint all the chime- 
real Ideas I had formed that he would enquire 
into my Behaviour, which he did not doubt but would 
give the lye to all my Affectation of V irtue, and that 
he would not fail to repreſent me in my proper Colours. 
Having thus vented the Rancour of his Soul, he left me 
to meditate on what he had ſaid. 

cannot ſay but I was weak enough to be ſtung with 
theſe Reflections, and ſhed ſome few Tears; but they 
ſoon paſſed of, and my Innocence made me perſectly 
ealy. I forſaw indeed that his Endeayours would not be 
wanting to ruin me in the good Opinion of his Lord, 
therefore without being ill-natured, I thought I might 
do my beſt to circumvent him in any Plot he 
might be capable of forming againſt me, by reſentin 
in a proper Manner, the firſt Time I ſaw the old Mar- 
quis, the Uſage he had given me. 

I was too much confuſed to be able to do thing this 
Day, but the firit Employment, after my Devotions, 
that I took in Hand the next Day, was to write an 
Account to Monſieur de Saint Fal of the Treatment J 
had received from For/an ; I acquainted him alio with 
my Deſign of getting him removed, in caſe the o! 
Marquis did not ſuffer himſelf to be prejudiced againſt 
me, by his vile Offices. But I did not once mention 
the young Marquis, having wrote ſo fully to himſelf by 
Aonſieur Melicourt all J had to fay. 

I had juſt concluded, when the old Marquis came into 
my Room; the Surprize of ſceing him at a Time when I fo 

little 
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lietle expected him, put me into ſuch a hurry of Spirits, 
that I could ſcarce nile from my Seat to receive him. 
You are writing to my Son, I perceive, Jeanuetta, faid 
he, ſnatching at the Leiter, which was haſtily con- 
veying into a Drawer. I find, continued he, by your 
Endeavours to hide it from me, you have no Ind ination 
to make me your Conhdent in what paſſes becwec.: you, 

I cou'd eaſily convince your Lordihip to the conuory, 
anſwered I, by ſhewing you to whom, ani on 
what Occaſion I have been writing; but to what 
Purpoſe would it be for me to undeceive you in one 
Point, when it's probable your Gentleman may have 
inſinuated things againſt me, in which, tho' equally in- 
nocent, I could not ſo caſily clear myſelf. ———as 
I perceived the Marquis appeared a little ſurprized at 
theſe Words, I took the Liberty to continue ; the man- 
ner, {aid J, in which you have been pleaſed to treat me 
by Monſieur Forſan, ſhews you have little Inclination 
to entertain favourable Thoughts of me. 

Don't let us cor.found one thing with another, re- 
plied the Marquis, who for all his Subtilty was a little 
out of Countenance, I commanded For/ar indeed to wait 
on you with an Offer of my Heart———this was the 
Extent of his Orders, and if he has gone farther ſhall 
reſent i. I have it's certain received ſome Intelli- 
genc2, no way to your Advantage; but my Intentions 
were to diſcourie you in a friendly Manner on that Head, 
and gave him ro Commiſſion to mention it to you 
but all thi: is foreign to the Letter you hide from me; 
if you ſa: ſy me in that Point, it will lay me under an 
Obligation to do as much in my tuen few Women 
are wi.hout Admirers, and Charms, ſuch as yours, can- 
not fail of attractiug a great Number ſo that all 
the hazard you run in ſhewing me your Letter is, en- 
truſting me with the Secret who is the happy Man : 
but! aſſure you, and wil bind myſelf by an Oath never 
to divulge it; and to make you readier to grant what I 
reque$ in tt is Partie dar, will own to you, that I had 
much rather it were any other Man, than my Son, 
whom I would ceaſe to acknowledge as ſuch, if I found 
he had diſobeyed my Commands. This 


Virgin's Viftory, 185 


This is too cruel my Lord, cried I, burſting into a 
a Torrent of Tears, and what I could never have expected, 
nor deſerve But you ſhall be convinced I am 
not of the Diſpoſition you would ſeem to intimate. 
Mean as I am, I know what Honour, Virtue and 
Decency demand from me, and have never even in 
Thought deviated from their ſtricteſt Precepts nor 
by the Aſſiſtance of Heaven ever wil! Here, my 
Lord, continued J, preſenting him with my Letter, this 
may convince you of the Intrigues I carry on I 
know my Complaiſance involves your Nephew 
but he will pardon me, my Character, which is inftaite:y 
dearer to me than my Tite, is at ſtake if to be 
ſenſible of Inſults and outrageous Behaviour be a Crime, 
I confeſs myſelf guilty. With theſe Words I went 
into my Cloſet xe gave a loole to my Grief 

I know not whither the Impatience the Marquis was 
in, to ſatisfy his Curioſity, gave him leave to take any 
Notice of what I ſaid; for he had no ſooner laid hold 
on the Letter, than he began to read it, and I ſuppoſe 
with ſo much Attention that he well weigh'd every 
Word, for be was a great while in this Employment. 

This Girl's Conduct is reaſonable enough, ſaid he to 
himſelf, not reflecting he was overheare————ſhe may 
be aſperſed, and I impoſed on, but if I find I am ſo 
then he ſtopp'd, and read again, after which 
the did not expect my coming, ſaid he, and it's plain 
had no Deſign I ſhould ſee this Letter there ſeems 
to be no Guile on her Part but I muſt, and will 
fathom the bottom of this Affair. 

All theſe Soliloquies I plainly heard, and have fince 
found that People in Years are very apt to talk in this 
Manner to themſelves; I conceived great hopes however 
from what he ſaid, and from that Rloment began to 
flatter myſelf with the Belief I ſhould have no Difficulty 
in clearing up whatever was alledged againſt me. 

The Marquis having finiſhed his Examination of the 
Letter, came into my Cloſet and found me overwhelmed 
in Tears there is your Epiſtle, beautiful Feanctta, 
ſaid he, returning it to me II aſk pardon fer 

haying 
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having exacted ſuch a Compliance for me but I 
had my Reaſons lime will convince you they 
verre not for your Prejudice Iry up your Tears I 
conjure you, if the Suſpicions I have been made to con- 
ceive of you are without Foundation, I will not leave 
your Apartment till you have ample Satisfaction for the 
injury I acknowledge to you, Feanctta, that ycu 
are very dear to me, and it was my Affection which 
gave me fo ſenſible a Concern for what I have heard in 
relation to your Conduct I am informed that you 
have a ſecret Lover, who poſſeſſes all the Favours in 
your Power to beſtow that all the Pretences you 
make to Virtue, are but Diſguiſes for your Paſſion 
that in ſpite of your Fondneſs for this unknown Perſon, 
your aim is to make your Fortune by Mariiige, and 
that my Son is the Man you hope to eninare for that 
Purpoie. That your Affectation of Virtue is only a 
Bait laid for him, and that you imagine the Paſſion he 
is poſſeſt of for you, will bring about your Aim at his 
Return, if Heaven ſhall preſerve his Life. Now, 
lovely Feanetta, continued he, in all theſe idle Stories, 
ſuppoſing them to be ſuch, there are yet ſome Truth 
I know my Son adores you———I know aiſo you 
make him a very tender Return, at leaſt appear to do 
fo; his Misfortune of being wounded,” and the Condition 
the News of it reduced you to make me apt to think you 
are ſincere in your Profeſſions to him and yet what 
I have been told perplexes me————you belt can un- 
ravel the Affair, and tell me whether I am impoſed 
upon or not. 

I muſt confeſs that while the Marquis was talking to 
me in this Manner, I forgot my Birth, and the vaſt 
Diſparity between us, and full of the Pride of conſcious 
Innocence, was eager to reply before he had half con- 
Ciuded what he had to ſay. 

My Lord, replied ], lookin 


g on him with Fyes 


which I believe informed him of my Thoughts before 


my Tongue could utter them, I am more ſurprized than 
angry at ſuch baſe Calumnies thrown upon me [ 
thank all gracious Providence, who has given = . 
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Nind diſdainful of all baſe Actions, and that my Conduct 
baffles all Occaſions of this Sor. exe I really 
guilty of giving way to any looſe Attacks, my Anſwer 
would be very ſhort; I ſhould tell your Lordſhip in three 
Words, that I was not accountable to you for my 
Actions, becauſe then J ſhould have Friends who would 
defend me from any Proſecution of yours ; but as 1 am, 
unfriended only by my own Innocence, and the Charms 
it has had for my moſt honourable Protector your 
Nephew, I am bound to clear myſelf to your Lordſhip, 
from whoſe hitherto good Opinion I have received ſuch 
Favours. 

As to the laſt Particular your Lordſhip mentioned, 
and in which you doubtleſs have moſt right to be con- 
cerned, I ſet too great a value on Truth to deny I have 
been beloved by your Son, and that he is dear, and will 
ever be ſo to me: This you may think a Crime, I am 
ſure it is a Misfortune, and the Source cf all I have ſuffered 
without that unhappy Paſſion my Life had 
glided on in filent and peaceful Obſcurity but 
yet, my Lord, I was ever far from expecting the 
Honour you mention as my due I am not © 
partial to the few Merits I am Miſtreſs of, ror can 
lo far forget my native Meanneſ: tho' at the ſame 
Time, permit me to aſſure you no other Pretenſions 
could ever have made an Impreſſion on me. 

I ſaid no more, expecting the Marquis would have 
replicd, but as he did not, and ſcemed very penſive, and 
as it were wavering in his Thoughts you ſtill 
ſuſpect my Veracity, my Lord, reſumed J, or are per- 
haps oſſended at the Truth I have been bold enough 
to utter ; but I know how to clear myſelf from all the 
foul Aſperſions thrown upon me, and at the fame 
Time to eaſe you of all the Apprehenſions you have on 
the Score of my Tenderneſs for your Son before 
to-morrow Night, I will take a Step which ſhall force 
you to acknowledge, I deſerved more of your Compaſſion 
than Contempt or Anger, and gave your Lordſhip no 
juit occaſion to treat me in ſo cruel a manner by 
Monſieur For/an. 

The 


— — - 
$7 —_—_ 
- n - 


188 The Virtucus Villager; or, 


The Marquis at theſe Word ſeemed rouzed from the 
Reſvery he had been in, and drawing his Chair near 
mine, took hold of my Ear d, and looking on me with 
more Tenderneſs than he had done before, let us, beauti- 
ful Teanc:ta, ſaid he, be reconciled : ————1 have 
more than you imagine pleads for you in my Heart 
you are reitored to my Eſteem and Friendſhip ; and I 
- perſuaded you neither are, nor will be undelerving 
of it. 

No, my Lord, reſumed I, with a Reſolution which 
I knew not if it might not be thought too preſuming for 
one of my Rank to one of his, but as I have already faid, 
Virtue is allowed ſome Pride, your Friendſhip is as 
fickle and uncertain as your Prejudice: TI have a right to 
think ſo from your eaſy Credulity againſt my Innocence, 
and after the Treatment I have received alrcady, what 
may I not expet————there is no Refuge for wounded 
Fame, but a Convent. —there will I ſeclude my- 


' ſelf from the baſe World, and never more be in the 


Power of ſuch a Wretch as For/an to traduce me. 

It muſt not be, cried the old Marquis, interrupting we, 
I'll never permit ſuch a Reſolution to take Place; 
J have Reaſons to oppoſe it, which you cannot yet con- 
ceive. I deſire not, my Lord, returned I with the 
ſame Tone I had ſpoke before, to dive into your Lord- 
ſhip's Secrets, bat I know my own, and that I am io 
far the Miſtreſs of myſelf, as that nothing ſhall prevail 
upon. me to alter my Determination, except on one 
Condition. 

What Condition, cried the Marquis impaticntly ? 
it is my Lord, anſwered I, that you will oblige the 
Author of theſe Calumnies to reveal before my Face 
the Motives which induced him to load me with them, 
and if J have any ſecret Enemies to diſcloſe and give 
them up; for it mult be that either he has been told 
theſe Stories, or invented them himſelf, and 1 deſire 
to be convinced as well as cleared. 

The Marquis ſeemed perfectly alarmed at my 
Thoughts of Retiring, and immediately complied 
with my Requeſt : he ſent a Servant to order Monhieur 
For ſan 
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For ſan to come to him, and in the mean Time omitted 
nothing that might aſſure me I ſhould never more have 
Reaſon to be difiatisfied with his Behaviour, provided I 
would not entertain any Deſign of concealing myſelf 
from him. | 

Forſan obeyed the Summons, and the Marquis gave 
me the Satisfaction of reprimanding him for the injurious 
Treatment he had given me; during which the ill- natur- 
ed Man gave me Looks full of Envy, and when his 
Lord had done ſpeaking, whifpered ſomewhat in his 
Ear, I ſuppoſe by way ot Excuſe ; but whatever it was, 
the Marquis took no Notice of it, and inſiſted on his 
naming the Authors of thoſe Reports .he had brought 
of my Behaviour Forſan turned pale at this Com- 
mand, and fain would have evaded it, ſaying it would 
be cruel to betray Perſons, who out of Friendſhip to him 
had given him the Intelligence? At which the Marquis 
appeared highly incenſed, and looking on him with 
Eyes, that ſparkled with Indignation, theſe Reaſons are 
deteitable, cried he, an Accuſation not ſupported by 
Proofs, argues the Accuſer the greateſt Criminal; and 
begin to believe you had ſome very unwarrantable 
Views in prejudicing me againſt this young Lady. 
For/an with many Imprecations declared what he had 
ſaid was not occaſioned by any ill Will to me, and 
only repeated by him in Duty to his Lord, that he 
might not be deceived by falſe Appearances. 

t me then know from whom you. had theſe Infor- 
mations, ſaid the Marquis fiercely have you leſs 
Reſpect for me than for thoſe you ſeem afraid to name? 

Forſan, terrified at theſe Words, and finding Evaſions, 
would no longer be of any Service to him, confeſſed at 
laſt; that what. he had heard was from a Lady of his Ac- 
quaintance, called Madamcileile 7 uri, who had lately 
lodged in the ſame Houſe with me, and was Aliltreis of 
my :ecrets. 

When I heard the Name of Funia, I no longer was 
ſurpr:zed at the malicicus Calumnies thrown upon me—— 
Women of ker Character never forget an Affront; and 
as ſhe could not in reality bring me to be like herlelt, 
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took at leaſt a Pleaſure in making me be thought ſo. 1 
gave the Marquis an exact Account of all that vaſled 
between us, and had given riſe to the Malice ſhe diſ- 
covered on my Account, and then begged of him, that 
ſhe might be ſent for, that we might confront each other, 
being determined to have my Innocence made fully 
appear. 

The Marquis ſeemed to think this Requeſt entirely 
needleſs, and aſſured me he was perfectly ſatisſied, 
but all the little Paſſion I had in me being now worked 
up to the higheſt Pitch it could be, I infiſted ſo vehe- 
mently on it, that For/ar was ordered t go and conduct 
her to my Apartment. He ſeemed ready enough to do 
as he was commanded, and was going out of the Room, 
doubtleſs to prepare her for the Bulineſs ſhe was called 
upon to an{wer, when the Marquis called him back. 
No, ſaid he, you ſhall not quit my Preſence till we 
have heard what this Woman has to ſay: I will have 
one of my Pages carry a Meſſage as from me to her. 

The Page accordingly was ſent to her Lodgings 
Forſan being obliged to give Directions where ſhe lived, 
and as it was but in the next Street ſhe immediately came, 
and with as much Aſſurance as tho' ſhe never had been 
guilty of any thing againſt me. 

I was about to open my XIouth to complain of her 
IIl- nature, when the Marquis put me back, and deſired 
leave to diſcuſe this matter himſelt- | beg, Mada- 
moilelle, ſaid he, that you will do me the Fa- 
vour to relate to me what paſſed between you and For/ar, 
with Relation to this Lady I do aſſure you that 
no ill uſe ſhall be made of it; therefore mult inſiſt you 
will act with Sincerity. 

Funia had been formerly acquainted with the Nlar- 
quis, and knew very well that he was not a lan to be 
trifled with, ſo freely confefled, that hearing Monſieur 
Firjan came frequently to viſit me, ſhe had imagincd he 
was my Admirer, and had rallied him on that Subject, 
telling him that ſhe was very certain he would have no 
$uccets, for I had a Lover of a much ſuperior Rank. 
Ihe Marquis then aſked who that Lover was that ſhe 
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meant. Yourſelf, my Lord, anſwer'd ſhe, in a gay 
Manner——-[I know your Lordſhip has no Averſion 
to pretty Women, and that you both wrote to, and vi- 
ſited this Lady was no Secret; ſo I from thence con- 
cluded you were the happy Man. 

The Bluſhes with which my Face was cover'd at this 
Diſcourſe, ſpoke at once my Anger and Confuſton ; but 
J forbore giving any Interruption to it, in Reſpect to the 
Marquis, and Junria went on. 

For my Part, faid ſhe, I little thought this Conver- 
ſation would be called cver again, nor had ſo ill an 
Opinion of Monſieur Fran, as to ſuſpect he would 
talk of ſuch idle Matters; he aſked me ſeveral Queſ- 
tzons, indeed, concerning this Lady's Behaviour, in 
none of which 1 could inform him; therefore, if he 
pretends to receive any Intelligence from, me, any more 
than the few unmeaning Words! have confeſs'd to your 
Lordſhip, he is a Villain, and muit have ſome Deſigns 
to which I am utterly a Stranger. 

Having ſpoke this, ſhe made a low Curteſy to the 
Nlarquis, and another to me, and quitted the Room; 
as for For ſan, I believe, he would have given all he had 
got by the Favour of tie Narquis, to have been that 
Nloment an hundred Xliles uft—————he look'd fo 
downcalt and mortikec, that in ſpite of the Injury he 
would have done me, I could not fcrocar pity ing him. The 
old Marquis ſeem'd to meafure him with his Eyes from 
Head to Foot for ſome Alinutes withcut ſpeaking ; but 
it was eaſy to perceive, he was incenſed againſt him to 
a very great Degree. 

At lalt, For/az, ſaid he, you have ſhewn yourſeif ut- 
terly unworthy, not only of my Protection, but alſo of 
all civil Society, and ought to be baniſh'd both 
you have abuſed tlie Conlidence of your Lord and Pa- 
tron you have endeavoured to blacken the Cha- 
racter of an innocent Lady you are detected in all 
thi: ſhamefully detected; and cannct ſure add to 


your other Crimes, the Preſumption of ii:ttering your- 
ieit, that I jhall ever ſuffer you to appear beſore me any 
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This laſt Word was pronounced with ſo ſtern an Ac- 
cent, that the poor Gentleman retired in the moſt fear- 
ful and ſubmiſſive Manner. If I ſhould fay I was not 
highly pleaſed with the Victory, I had gained over his 
Malice, I ſhould be guilty of an Untruth it is na- 
tural to rejoyce at ſur mounting Injuries, and of all others, 
thoſe on our Reputation are moſt ſenſibly felt; yet now 
my Innocence was clear'd, I was ſorry for the Diſgrace 
of the Calumniator, and interceeded very ſincerely with 
the Marquis for his Pardon. No, Tearetta, ſaid the 
Marquis, I may be deceived once, but will never be ſo 
a ſecond time by the ſame Perſon, 

When the Emotions which this Aﬀiir had occaſion'd 
were a little over, the Marquis deſired me in the moſt 
obliging Manner, to forget the Diſquiets he had occa- 
fion'd me, and as he had Buſineſs of the utmoſt Im- 
portance, which call'd him from me at that time, begg'd I 


would allow him the Favour of dining with me the next 


Day he added, that he would one Day make me 
ample Compenſation for every thing, and ſaid ſo many 
complaiſant and reſpectſul things, that I was highly ſa- 
tisfied with his Behaviour. Alas! I little thought 
of the Troubles in which he afterwards involved me. 

The next Morning at Six, Barbara waked me to tell 
me that a Man about Thirty, very poorly dreſt, blind, 
and led by a Boy of about ſeven Years of Age deſired to 
ſpeak with me——gocd God, ſaid I, why did you di- 
ſturb me, I Know no ſuch Perſon in the World as you 
deſcribe ? But, ſince it is ſo, go and fee what he would 
have. 

Barbara went away and returned immediately in a 
kind of Extaſy ; well, Madam, faid ſhe, the blind Man 
was in the right to make me wake you————he tells 
me, he brings you the beit News you ever heard in your 
Life. News that will dry up the Tears you fo 
long have been ſhedding————l was ſo rejoyced to 
hear him ſay this, that if it had not been for Shame, I 
would have taken him about the Neck and kiſſed 
him, 

. 
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T could net forbear laughing at my Aunt's manner cf 
teſtifying the Plexſure the took in every thing that 
promiſed Satisfaction to m e; well then, faid I, ſince he is 
the Mleſſenger of good Tidings ſhew him up to me, I had 
no ſooner utter'd the Word than ſhe flew down Stairs, 
and immediately the blind Man and his Boy appear'd. 

Go on, Child, ſaid he, as foon as he enter'd the 
Room, lead me to the dear Creature, that I may throw 
myſelf into her Arms that I may tell her how 
much I have ſuffered ſince I ſaw her Where is 
ile ?!—— —Why does me not meet me fer- 
haps, Exceſs of Joy at my unhoped Return, has thrown 
her into a SwO0N—————e!ſe why does ſhe not ſpeak 
is ſhe not here does ſhe not fee us? 

Yes, indeed, Pappa, ſaid the Boy, ſhe ſees us, but 
looks at us as if ſhe did not know us. Hold your 
Tongue, replied the blind Man, her Silence is the 
Effect of her Surprize and joy; but youu me to her 

'tis I alone that can recover her, ſhe had al- 
ways a gentle Heart, and 'tis no Wonder that my ſud- 
den Appearance, after being ſo long ſuppoſed dead, has 
overwhelm'd her. 

The Figure of this blind Man, his ſwinging his Arms 
about, as if tecling for ſomething, and the Diſcourſe ke 
had to his Boy, 1 thought ſo whimſical, that I could 
not heip burſting into a Fit of Laughter. At which he 
ſeem'd very much offended, how is this, cryed he, does 
ſhe receive me with Contempt? Sure Child thou halt 
miſtaken the Houle pray ſomebody inform me, 
it thele are not the Lodgings of Mademoiſelle De Roches, 
who paſſes for the Widow of an Officer! Yes, certain- 
ly, ſaid my Aunt, and here is my Lady herſelf. Why 
then this unſcaſonable Mirth, reſumed e? las 
ſhe forgot me, or does ſhe not think me worthy of be- 
ing acknowledg'd for her Huſbind, becauſe I have had 
the Misfortune of loſing my Eye-fight fince I ſaw her ? 

could never have believed a Wife for whor: 
I have done ſo much, would ever have been ſo ungrate- 
ful. but *tis no Matter, I'll endeavour to love 
her as little for the future I'll fee the End of it, 

You. II. R however, 


194 De Viirtucus Villager; or, 


however in the mean time I ſhall make no Cere- 
mony——— Wherever my Wife is there is my Llome, 
and here I ſhall take up my Quarters. 

In ſpeaking theſe Words he groped out a Chair and 
fat down ; the Boy crying all the while to me 
Mamma ! Mamma pray ſpeak to my Father 
you know how paſhonate he is, and you had 
better keep him in Humour. 

I thought there was ſomething ſo extraordinary in this 
Nliſtake, for I could think it no other, of finding my- 
elf claim'd as a Wife and a Nuther, and my imagi- 
nary Huſband taking a formal Poſſeilion of my Houle, 
that I could not furbear continuing my Laughter to an 
1nmoderate Negree.————Barbara, whom I had told 
I knew nothing either of the Man or his Boy, was as 
much diverted as myſelf, which fo proveked him, that 
he called us both a thuutand Names, attempted to ſtrike 
us with his Cane, and ſtamped with his Feet like a Man 
diſtracted indced, at laſt I began to think he was 
really fo, and was angry with myſelf for having turned 
into a jeſt, what rather deſerved my Commileration. 
To be rid, however, of the Impertinence, I bid 
Barbara take him by the Arm and lead him cut; 
but the poor Creature ſuſfeted for going about to 
obey me: On her offering to moleſt him, he gave her 
ſuch a Blow as was very near throwing her down; vile 
Woman, ſaid he to me, are you not aſhamed to give 
this Reception to a Huſband, who took you from an 
infamous Courſe of Life, and loved you more than he 
o29ht to have done; but I ſuppoſe you have taken up 
your old May of living, and prefer that to Honelty 
——Ccu't think, neverthe!eis, that you ſhall eſca 
leing mace an Example of, you ſhall find I have 
Friends that will take my Part. 

Ie Seriouſneſs with which theſe Words were ſpoke, 
made me grow a little uneaſy, and beginning to think 
he was not mad, thought it beſt to anſwer him in a 

roper Manner: I am very ſorry, Mon eur, faid I, 
for the 1!l- Manners I unwariiy treated you with: 1 aſſure 
you it was wholly owing to my not being able to com- 
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prehend your Diſcourſe your Miſtake of claiming 
me for a Wife, I now perceive to be owing to the 
Agreement between our Names; for I do aſſure you l 
am a perfect Stranger to you. O] perhdious 
Woman, cryed the blind Man, did I not take you 
from the molt wretched Condition in the World, and 
make you my Wife ? Have I not had ſeveral Child- 
ren by you, of which this is the Eldeſt, and the only one 
living——go, ungrateful Creature, I would have no 
more to do with you, I would abandon you to your 1il 
Fate, if it was not for the Pleaſure of Revenge. 

Keep you Temper, Monſicur, replicd I, a little more 
haughtily, otherwiſe you'll oblige me to expoſe you, by 
ſending for Aſſiſtance to force you from my Lodging. 
Was ever ſuch Impudence, interrupted he, do you think 
Il bear this? no, follow if you will your wretched 
way of Life I won't ſtir a Step to hinder you; bur 
aſture yourſelf I ſhall ſtay here, and all the World 4! 
not drive me out. Go, Child, added he, to the 
Boy, bid my Man bring up the Luggage, and then be 
ſhall order ſomewhat for us to eat, tor this vile Womau, 
I ſuppoſe, will prepare nothing for us. 

I was fo aſtoniſh'd and and perplex'd with all this. 
that I knew not what to ſay Barbara, no le: 
confounded, cryed, what muſt we do, Madam? An, 
zudeed, had any one come in, and ſeen me ſtand 
as I did like one ſtupified, they would have imagin'd 
the Man had really ſpoke the Truth. 

His Commands were obey'd, and ſeveral Trunks and 
Boxes brought into my Dining-Room 1 Savittor 
Servant, whoſe Whiſkers made me tremble, preſented n:y 
pretended Huſband with a Night-Gown and Cap, aud 
having undreſs'd his Maſter, and received his Orders in 
a Whiſper, laid the Cloth, but not finding the Key in 
the Buffet broke it open and took out what he wanted, 
behaving in every thing, as if he had beeu really at 
Home. 

The Conſternation I was in, took from me the power 
of Speech, and I went into my Cloſet to meditate what 
was beſt to be done; Barbara, who followed me no leſs 
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terrifed than myſelf, adviſed me to call in the Neigh- 
bours and demand their Aſſiſtance; but alas! the un- 
happy Circumdances I was in, of having pals'd for a 
J'cricn I was not, deterr'd me; 1 knew very well that to 
prove mylelf rot the Wife of the blind Man, I mutt 
P1G4e alu who I really was, and this was a Step I dare 
nut tale without the Cenlent of the Marquis; and as I 
expected him that Day, I thought the moſt prudent 
thing 1 could do, was to wait with Patience till he came; 
which, indeed, was ſconer than I expected: for as I was 
talking with my Aunt, I heard his Coach ſtop at the 
Docr ; I tent n.v Aunt to acquaint him with what had 
happened to me, and to beg he would come into my 
Cloſet, for I dreaded to paſs through the Room, where 
the blind Man and his formidable Swwi/s were eating, as 
J muſt have done, had I gone to receive him in my 
Dinirg-Rcom. 

He was much ſurprized at the Relation ſhe made him, 
but could not lelp laughing at the Perplexity he found 
me in. I muſt own, ſaid he, the Adventure has ſome- 
what in it very particular ; *but certainly the poor 
Nan mull be mad; for no one in his Senſes could be 
guilty of juch an Extravagance; but, continued he, we 
will go and try if we can recover him 

Vith thee Words he went into my Chamber, where 
my pretenced Huſband was ſmoaking his Pipe: Ard 
after telling who he was, de ſircd he would inform him 
on what Pretence he tcok Poſſeſſion of a Lady's Lodg- 
ings, whoſe. Quality was not to be inſulted by any one, 
To which the blind Man an!wer'd, that he knew too 
well the Reſpect due to the Marquis De L——/. 
to offer to contend with him; but at the ſame time 
begg'd leave to aſſure him that 1 was his Wife; and 
tad been married to him many Years, however my 
Artihces might impoſe upon lis Lordſhip to the con- 
ttary. 

It was now my greateſt Bleſſing, that the Marquis in 
Reality knew who I was, for had he not, the Aſſurance 
with which this Impoſture ſpoke, and the Circumſtances 
he brought to prove, as he ſuppoſed, what he averr'd, 

would 
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would have made this old Nobleman, penetrating as he 
was, ſtagger in his Belief ; for my own Part had I been a 
Stranger, and heard any thing related in the manner the 
blind Man did this Story, I ſhould have given it on 
his Side; ſo careful ought we to be how we judge by 


The Marquis now found I did not exaggerate the Im- 
pudence and Obſtinacy of this Invader of my LoJging:, 
and having liſtened to him with a great deal of ſeeming 
Patience, he ſtood for ſome Moment's conſidering on 
what he heard; at laſt, well, Monſieur, ſaid he, tne 
Arguments you have brought to convince me this Lady 4s 
vour Wife, are ſuch as muſt be left to time to confute 
if ſhe be really ſuch, you doubtleſs can bring 
ſome Evidences beſide yonr own Aſſeveration to prove 
it; and if ſo the I.aw malt determine in your Favour ; 
till then be pleaſed to accept of an Apartment in my 
Houſe, for I think you cannot inſiſt on living here, as 
ſhe diſclaims you for a Huſband. 

The ſeeming Softneſs which the Marquis treated 
him with, render'd him more audacious, and imagining 
doubtleſs that there were ſome ſecret Reaſons for his not 
openly eſpouſing my Cauſe ; declared boldly that 12 
Man, be he ever of ſuch Rank, ſhould prevail on kim 
to quit his Home, for ſuch that was which be!ong'd 1» 
me on this, the Marquis appear'd more ſubmii- 
ſive ſtill, and to ſound him farther, even condeſcended 
to entreat he won'd accept his Offer, which the other 
perceiving, cry'd. no, no, my Lord, my Wife is younz 
and handiome, and your Viſits here may occaſion ſforne 
Dil. ourles aut confil.ent with my Honour; thongh I kave 
had the ?1isfortune to lone my Sight, I ain an Officers, 
Lord, and have had the Glory to receive many Vouns:, 
m the Service of my King and Country. Lan! 
not, therefore, to be perſuaded to any thing that will 
occalion a B'emiſh on my Character —— ] {olemn'y 
Fr teit that Woman is mv Wie, tuch for ſome ſeeret 
Rea ſons the thinks fit to difown me, and her Child tos; 
and Iwill maintain Peſton here, in ipite of zul tus 
would oppeſe me. 
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I perceived on the Marquis's Face a kind of malicious 
Smile at the blind Man's Aſſurance, and turning to me 
ſaid in a low Voice, I now perceive this is not a Mi- 
ſtake as you apprehended ; but conceals under it a De- 
ſen which we ſhall ſoon diſcover———then ſtepping 
to the Noor gave ſome Orders to one of his Servants, 
which I did not hear. On his Return he bid me be 
ealy, for he would engage all would ſoon be over. 

He had ſome farther Diſcourſe with my would-be 
Huſband ; but the more he aſtected to ſooth the Wretch, 
the more inſolent he grew; and nothing = me a 
greater Inſight into the Subtlety of this Nobleman, 
than the Patience with which he endured his groſs Beha- 
viour. 

Half an Hour had not paſs'd over before the Servant 
return'd with a Commiſſary, to whom the Marquis re- 
iated the whole Aﬀair, adding, that he would be bound 
to make it appzar that the blind Man had no Pre- 
tenſions to me, for that he was my Godfather, and knew 
— Step of my Life, from my Birth, till that very 

our, 

The Confuſion of my unwelcome Gueſts at hearing 
due Marquis make this Declaration was ſuch, as is not 
to be expreſt; both the dreadſul Sci and his Maſter, 
ond now have been g/adly out of a Place they ſo lately 
pretenced a right to, it they could any way have made 
tneir Eſcape ; but the Officers who attended the Com- 
milſary immediately ſecured taem ; and only waited the 
Ward of Command to carry them to rin. Now, 
ſaid the Marquis, we ſhall make you, Monſieur De 
Reaches as you call yourſelf, prove by what right you 
bear that Name, and when and where you were married 
to this Lady, 

Ihe Fellow trembled, and perceiving they were go- 
ing to lay hold on him, ſell on his Knees and begg'd 
A!ercy of the Marquis, proteſling that it was with no 
tent to rob, much more to murder me, that he came 
cry Lodyings ; but was put upon it by one who ſaid 
„ns Only a Frolick to puniſh and give a little Confu- 
lo to me 


Who 
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Who is that Perſon, ſaid the Marquis, if you are ſin- 
ce re in your Confeſſion, tis poiſible this Lady may have 
the Goodneſs to forgive you. Ihe pretended blind 
Man now open'd his Eyes, and own'd that he was a De- 
pendant on Monfieur De Bear aye, and that it was to 
oblige him and Mademoiſelle 7 z»ia, he had uncertaken 
this Buſineſs————acdiog,that they had given him In- 
ſtructions how to behave, in Caſe I ſhould have any 
Friend to take my Part, and that the Plot was wholly 
theirs, though he was employed in the Execution of 
It. 

I was more amazed to hear ſuch Baſeneſs in one gf 
my own Sex, if poſſible, than I had been at the Infſulence 
of this Inſtrument of her Malice; but when he men- 
tioned a Gentleman, as concern'd with her in this vile 
Stratagem, it ſtruck into my Head, that it was the ſame 
who had been diſappointed in his Deligns upon me ; and 
concluded that out of Revenge he had joined with Funia 
to give me this Diſquiet. | communicated my 
Thoughts to the old Marquis, who agreed with me that 
nothing could be more probable ; and on our quenioniny; 
the Criminal concerning the Complexion, Share and 
Stature of his Maſter, his Deſcription agreed ſo ex:tily 
with the Perſon I had ſeen come down Stairs, the Niger 
I had ſo narrow an Eſcape, that I was confirmed in 
what I before believed. 

Having obliged him to diſcover as much as he knew 
of the Affair, the Marquis told him, in Conſideration ct 
his free Confeſſion, and as what he had done was nut 
out of any Malice in himſelf, but in Obedience to a Fer- 
ſon he depen<c1 o te would not inſiſt on his ſuffering 
thoſe Penalus the ov. would have inflicted ; ſo bid him 
and his Contede ates be gi ne with all their Luggage, and 
take care how they mcdd'ed in ſuch Nlatters for the fu- 
ture. The Word was ſcarce out of the XIarqui“s 
Mouth, than they took up the things, and blefling both 
him and I, made the beſt of their Way cut ef the 
Houſe. The Marquis after this, made a handſome Þ':e- 
ſent to the Commitiary for his Trouble, and thus con- 
cluded an Adventure ſooliſh enough in iticlt, yet might 
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have been of very ill Conſequence, but for ſo powerful 
and penetrating a Friend. 

When we were alone, the Marquis was very pleafart 
on what happened, and told me I ought to think my- 
ſelf very happy, that I was not condemned to paſs my 
Life with ſuch a Huſband as this amiable blind Man ; he 
would have continued his Raillery on this Subject much 
longer, as it ſeem d very much to divert him, but that 
he was obliged to leave me; and that I was ſo luckily in- 
debted to his Viſit that Morning, was owing to his not 
being able to give his Company at Dinner, having 
Fuſineſs, he ſaid, which would detain him till Six or 
Seven in the Evening. 

After this Storm of my unequal Fate was over, an Hour 
of Sun-ſhine broke upon me ; the old Marquis had not 
left me three Minutes, beſore I received a Letter from 
NMelicourt, with one encloſed in it from my Lover: 
J looked upon it as highly fortunate, that the Poſt did 
not arrive while his Father was with me, to whom I 
cou'd not well have avoided ſhewing the Contents of 
both, and how improper that woula have been, the 
Reader may judge. That from Monſieur Melicaurt was 
in theſe Terms. 


To the moſt beautiful and admirable 
Jeanetta. 


Madam, 


Sheuld be far unworthy the Honour of your F riend/bipy 

or the Truſt you were pleas'd to repoſe in me, if I de- 
dryed one Moment the Sati action I dare anſwer you avill 
receive from the encloſed. for that Reaſon I Hall 
defer giving you any Account of my Fourney, till I have the 
Honour te ſee you-——this Night having done all the little 
Service required of me I ſet out for Paris, where I fball 
be proud to receive any other Commands, you Hall think 
ne capable of executing ——— hoe yeur Health is by 
| this 


The Virtuous Fiilazcr, Or ; 281 
this Time Full; recovered, if it is nit, fatter miſcif the 
bappy Tidings I ſend you will have that gd Effect. 


T am, 
Wit! tne greateſt Re pe 
and Adiniration of your Fiitues, 
Macemoiſellie, 
Your moſt dum de and 
moſl decoted Servant, 


MIrLICOURT. 


It was well this Letter from Meli aurt prepared me for 
what I was to find, in that of my dear Marquis's : Ex- 
ceſs of Joy being often more dargereus thay Fxcels of 
Grief, the Traniports I felt, however, were ſcarce tc 
be ſuſtain'd when I read theſe dear, and never to be for- 
gotten Lines. 


To my Soul's only Joy, the lovely, tie 
adorable and faithful Jcanelta. 


TI Live my Angel, and receive a dahuble Pleaſure in 
Life, fince it is by you I live vor Letter wins 

an infallible Balſam to my Wounds ———— Death that 
corguers all Things, awithholds his Dart at your Corman, 
and ſhares me to make <vhat Compenſation is in my Power 
for all the Sufferings I have occafiomed yot——————O ! 
tow ſhall T exprejs my Gratitude for your Forgivent/;, 
for the Continuance of your AHectian, after having proved 
myſelf fo unworthy of it by my fel Safpicions ! — 
Words cannot & it Actions mu? fe of 
ſured of this? O thou moſt charming, mol exce/lent of ail 
your Sex ; that the auhole Emplozment of my future Dare, 
ſhall be to make you happ;. IF await with the ut: 
Impatience the Recovery of ry Wiunds, that I may mat. 
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yew mine forever, and declare to my Father and the aubole 
World, that I cannot live <rithout you.————— reoice 
to hear by Monſicur Melicourt, of the favourable Diſpo- 
ftion he is in toward 5 —＋◻＋ r Heaven encreaſe it 
to a juſt Proportion with your Merits. Adieu, my 
Charmer, my Weakneſs ail! not permit me io extlain to 
zu the thouſandth Part of awuhat my Heart dictates. 
Aonfieur Melicourt, avho has been Witneſs of my Tran- 
ports on your Account, I am certain <will be ſo generous as 
to make you in Part ſenſible of them; but if you love, 
as I will na longer doubt if you do, that Love will inform 
Jeu better in my meaning than any Deſcription whatever 
—k more farwthik & me as your wn, 
for it is inconſiſtent either with my Power or Inclination, 
ever to be but 


My ever adored JEANETTA's 
Meſ faithful and moſt tenderly devoted, 
L——V „ 


P. 8. Be under no Uneaſineſ for my Waunds, the Sur- 
geon this Moment aſſures me he finds ſo great an Amendment, 


that I may expett a perfect Cure in a few Days. 
See the Efficacy of your endearing Letter. 


From the Camp. 


Where now was the Remembrance of my paſt Mis- 
fortunes ! Where the Apprehenſions of any future 
Ills! All were ſwallowed up in the raviſhing Idea of my 
Lover's Conſtancy, his Recovery, and the Hope of ſee- 
ing him in a ſhort time my Head run now on 
our mutual Felicity at meeting, and the Means he would 
employ that we might part no more. I was all Ex- 
taſy, all Delight, and it lecm'd as if Heaven had decreed 
I ſhould receive this Letter to give me Strength of Spi- 
Tits to ſupport me in the molt terrible Trial; I had yet 
ever under undergone, and which was immediately com- 
Ing on. 


Aﬀer 
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After having put my Letters carefully up, I ſat mu- 
ſing on the dear Contents, and was in that Pollure at 
the old Marquis's Return: The Satisfaction at my Heart 
made me receive him with an unuſual Gaietty——— 
he ſeemed pleaſed to find me in that Humour, which, L 
ſuppoſe, he imputed to having been eas d of the blind Man, 
and the Diſcovery of the Baſeneis of thoſe who Lat 
employed him: We had ſome little Converſation on that 
Head ; but the Marquis ſeem'd leſs diſpoſed to Raillerv 
than he had been in the Morning, and ever and anon 
was very penſive, a Frame of Mind not uſual with him. 
I took the Liberty of aſking if I had any way offended 
him, as I had ſome Reaſon to fear from his Reſerve ; 
no, Feanetta, anſwer'd he, I am, indeed, thoughtful 
on your Score ; but the Sentiments I have for you, are 
far from thoſe of Reſentment. ——l have been call. 
ing a Council in my Heart about you, and after ſome 
Struggles all is determined in your Favour 
have more than once told you I had great Deſigns in 
Agitation for you————they are now compleated, and 
it is in your power to become one of the happielt Wo- 
men in France; but Secrecy, Prudence, and Sin- 
cerity are neceſſary in order to it. I ſee you are 
impatient for my Meaning, and I will not keep you 
long in ſuſpence if you'll allow me the Pleaſure 
of ſupping with you, when that is over we may dit- 
courſe at leiſure. 
His poſtponing what he had to ſay, made me ima- 
gine he intended to prepare me by Degrees for ſome- 
thing, that he knew would very much ſurprize me. I 
cannot but ſay I had ſome Anxiety, leſt it ſhould be a 
Repetition of thoſe Offers he had commiſiion'd For/an 
to make me; but then the high Encomiums he had ſince 
given my Virtue, made me think he would not pretend 
to deſtroy, what he ſeem'd to account fo worthy his 
Praiſe. Sometimes I was tempted to flatter my- 
ſelf, that he would no longer oppoſe my being united to 
his Son. Various were my Conjectures, but none 
of them were right, as a little time convinced me. 
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During Supper we talk'd only of indifferent things, 
but when that was over, he deſired that I would 
give Orders, that whoever came we might not be in- 
terrupted, which I having done, he drew his Chair near 
mine, and addreſs'd me in the following manner. 

The time is now come, lovely Feanetta, ſaid ne, 
that I ſhall diſcloſe to you the great Deſign I have ſo 
often told you I had for you. Your Virtue, of which I 
had a high Idea from the firſt Acquaintance with you, 
3s now fo well confirmed, that I will no longer delay 
letting you know I am determined to reward it by 
raiſing you to a Rank and Fortune, which you could 
not but for that have any Reaſon to expect: not that I 
make any Reflections on the Meanneſs of your 
Bitth————Souls have one common Parent, all are 
alike derived from the great Source of Wiſdom and 
Virtue, who indeed endues ſome with a much larger 
Share of his own Divine Effence than other 
thoſe whoſe Reaſon triumphs over Vice, I therefore look 
upon as the Favourites of Heaven, and as ſuch infinitely 
more to be reſpected than the Favourites of Kings, or 
even Kings themſelves, when they act beneath the 
Digaity of their Royal Function. ; 

You, my dear Feanctta, are one of thoſe happy few, 
whom Providence has bleſſed with theſe celeſtial Ema- 
nations in a peculiar Manner in you I find thoſe 
Perfections of Mind, which I ſo highly reverence, and 
I now diſcover to you, that I cannot behold them united 
to ſo many perſonal Charms and engaging Ways of 
Behaviour, without deſiring to be allied to them 
I know very well, that Cuſtom and the common 
Practice of the Worid is againſt me, and that among 
the Nobility, mean Alliances are never pardon'd 


were my intentions, but even ſuſpected before accom- 
Pliſhed, I mult expect Remonſtrances on Remonſtrances, 
and even what | reſolve, perhaps may be diſappointed 
by the Interpoſition of ſuperior Authority on 
this Account therefore every thing muſt be done with 
Ihe molt perſect Caution and Privacy, and I doubt not 


your 
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your Diſcretion in acting according to the Rules I ſhall 
preſcribe. 

I believe after what I have ſaid, you are no longer a 
Stranger to my Meaning there remains yet but 
one Thing to inform you, you know I have an 
only Son, who pays me back in Duty all the Paternal 
Affection I have treated him with I deferred 
declaring myſelf to you till I had firſt conſulted him 
he ſeems to conſider this Mark of the Deference I pay 
him with the greatelt Gratitude but ſee what he 
writes to me, in anſwer to a Letter I ſent him on that 
Score. 

In ſpeaking theſe Words, he took a Letter out of his 
Pocket, and gave it me to read, which I did with 
very great Emotions the Contents were as follows ; 


To my Noble and ever honoured Fa- 
ther, the Marquis De L—— 


My Coup, 


THE Mark: I have juft noto received of your conde- 

ſcending Tenderneſs to me, are ſuch as demands much 
more than a Son can pay, fince all I can do in Return, is 
no more than what ] am bound in Duty to do, were you 
leſs good. Believe, however, I beſeech your Lordſhip, that 
4 think myſelf much more indebted to you, fer your think- 
ing me worthy of this Honour, than for the Life you gave, 
and alſo, that bad you Thought fit to have acted otherwiſe, 
1 ſhould ſtill have had the ſame regard for the Lady in 
wwhoſe Favour you are determined; bh 


ing, with a fincere 
end profcund Duty and Submiſſion, 
Ay Lord, 
Your Lordhip's 
moſt Obedient Son and 


bumble Servant, 


1 —— 
Whether 


. —— . * 
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Whether it were that one is naturally apt to believe 
What pleaſes us, or whether I had really Reaſon from 
the Diſcourſe of the old Marquis, and the Letter of the 
young one to imagine I was going to be as happy as 
my utmoſt Wiſhes could ſuggeſt, I will not pretend 
to ſay, but its certain I doubted not but the next 
thing this Nobleman ſpoke, would be the frat of my 
Bliſs. I returned the Letter, and trembling between 
Hope and Fear, there was no need my Lord, aid I, of 
this Proof to convince me of your Son's Duty and 

ion. 

But it may ſerve, replied he, to ſhew you the regard I 
have for him, fn conſulting him in an Affair, in which 
I was entirely my own Maſter. However, as you 
ſeem methinks not yet able to compr2hend my meaning 
know, charming Feanetta, that notwithitanding 
the Reaſons which oppoſed my Inclinations, I have fe- 
ſolved to make you the Marchioneſs do L— —. 

Who would not have thought theſe laſt Words con- 
tained a Decree in which all my Hopes were centered ; 
overwhelm'd with the moſt grateful Senſe, and as it 
were out of myſelf between Aſtoniſhment and Joy, I 
threw myſelf at his Feet, teſtiſy ir-, by that Poſture, 
what in the inſtant Tranſport 1 had no Words to 
Expreſs. 

How happy am I, my dear Feanetta, ſaid the Mar- 
quis tenderly raiſing me from the Ground, that what I 
am reſolved to do for you, is received with ſo much 
Satisfaction muſt confeſs I heſitated for a long 
Time before I could bring myſelf to declare my Inten- 
tions I feared your Paſſion for my Son, might 
have taken too deep a Foundation in your Heart, and 
ſhould have been ſhocked to have found myſelf refuled— 
But I ſee my good Opinion of your Prudence has not 
deceived me, and do aſſure you that the manner in 
which you accept my offer has done what I thought im- 
poſſible, augmented the Love I before had for you; and in 
Gratitude for this Soſtneſs depend upon it, my charming 
FJeanctta, 


— 


— . — — — 
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Feanctta, I ſhall always behave to you in ſuch a manner, 
that you ſhall confeſs my Complaiſance makes full At- 
torement for the Diſparity of my Years. 

I am amazed that it was poſſible for me thus to re- 
member what the Marquis ſaid on this Occaſion, ſo con- 
founded, ſo ſtupified as I was at this unexpected Stroke 
of Fate, this ſomewhat ſo infinitely worſe for all my 
Hopes, than I had ever conceived could happen 
the utmoſt that my Fears had ever ſuggeſted from his un- 
common Complaiſance was, that he would one Day make 
ſome Propoſals of being his Miſtreſs, and then that Virtue 
which he had allowed in me, and ſo much praiſed, would 
have enabled me to have evaded any ſuch Offers without 
offending him ; but to find he condeſcended to make me 
his Wife, left me without any excuſe for a Refuſal, ex- 
cepting ſuch a one as could not be agreeable to him 
it was plain that he muſt be paſſionately in love with me, 
to reſolve on a Match ſo every way unequal, and it was 
therefore natural to believe he would go to any Extremi- 
ties rather than be diſappointed=————the leaſt of IIls 
that could befall me was the being ſeparated from his 
Son, whether I ſeemed to approve, or abſolutly re- 
fuſed the Honour he intended never was a young 
Creature in ſo terrible a Dilemma, nor knew leſs what 
to anſwer to Addreſſes at once ſo advantageous and diſ- 
truction to heighten this Perplexity, the Letter 
I had juſt been reading from the young Marquis came 
freſh into my Mind, I now found that his Father had 
wrote to him concerning his own Marriage, and not, as 
] had imagined, a Conſent for him to enter into that 
State ; I doubted not therefore but my Refuſal would now 
irritate him no leſs againſt my Lover than myſelf, and 
that Suggeſtion made me reſolve to conceal my Averſion 
to his Propoſals, and gain Time, which in Effect is gainin 
a great deal, as Chance frequently preſents * — 0 
Relief which we could never hav. dreamt of. 

How is it poſſible my Lord, faid I, for me to reply 
to you you ſee the Confuſion I am in, nor can 


you wonder at it—good Heaven, ſhall the * 
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of a poor Peaſant, with no other Recommendations nor 
Merit but her Virtue, and a tolerable Face, marry a 
Nobleman of your Lordſhip's Rank and Character in 
the World ! 

All this Time I had been filent, and while I was 
ſpeaking this, I perceived he lookedat me with enquiring 
Eyes, and taking me up with ſome Impatience, I have 
already told you, ſaid he, that in my Judgment, Virtue 
much more than ſupplies all Deficiencies whatever; and 
without you diſapprove my Offers, ycu have only to 
comply to prove the <incerity of them. 

I then pretended that the great regard I had for him 
made me fearful of his debaſing himſelf in my Favour, 
but heſo well knew how to anſwer all the little Evaſions 
I was capable of making, that at laſt I had no more to 
ſay, but to appear ſatisfied with my Lot. 

Having thus ſeemingly agreed, he told me that he had 
many Reaſons to keep the Affair a Secret for ſome 
Time, and began of himſelf to ſtart ſome Difficultiæs 
on that Score if it ſhould be done at Paris, ſaid 
he, the numerous Retinue which always attend me hither 
would infallibly diſcover it; and if at any of my Caſtles, 
People in the Country are ordinarily more i iquiſitive 
into the Actions of their Superiors than thoſe in great 
Cities. 

The Dilemma which he now appeared to be in, inſpired 
me with a ſudden Thought; ſuppoſe, anſwered I, your 
Lordſhip ſhould defer railing me tothe Honour you vouch- 
ſafe, till the King goes ſome Journey, as his Majeſty 
frequently does: your Rank and Employment oblige 
you to be near his Perſon, and white ſo, your Retinue 
muſt be with you cannot you then, pretending 
| ſome ſudding Buſineſs calls you to Paris, come with 
one ervant on whoſe ecrecy you can depend; while I 
in the mean Time prepare every Thing ready for the 
Ceremony: which accompliſhed, you may return 
wherever the Court i a for my Part I ſhall 
re main in the ſame way of Life as before, till the Time 
arrives that you ſhall think proper our Marriage ſhall be 

a owned ; 
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owned; and this, my Lerd, I look on as the ſureſt 
means for preſerving it a Secret, 

The Marquis told me he was infinitely pleaſed with 
my Contrivance, and would leave the Managment of 
every Thing wholly to me. 'The remaining Part of 
the Evening was paſt in regulating our future Wedding 
more gay, nor more mzgniſicent Proſpects were never 
laid out we talked of nothing but Rejoycings, 
Balls, Equipage and Grandeur, when I ſhould be ac- 
knowledged for the Marchioneſs De L————/— 
I came readily into every Thing he ſaid, and feigned a 
Pleaſure in the Pomp I was to enjoy ; but alas! what 
did not my poor Heart endure in this diſtracting Neceſſi- 
ty of Diſimulation ! and what had not have given to have 
it over, that I might be alone to give a looſe to my 
Sighs, and coniider what Meaſures would be moſt proper 
to take in ſo critical a Juncture. 

At laſt the long wiſhed Moment arrived, the Mar- 
_ finding it grew late took his leave, and I ſhut my- 

elf up in my Cloſet———I. had now not leiſure for 
Complaints or Reflections, ſome immediate Reſolution 
muſt be taken to avoid the Storm, which was already 
gathered, and was ready to burſt upon my Head. The 
old Marquis appeared too paſſionate a Lover to wait 
long I could not depend on his ad hering to the 
delay I had invented he might poſſibly change his 
Mind the ne.t Day, carry me to one of his Caſtles, and 
hazard a Diſcovery for the Gratification of a Paſſion, 
which muſt indeed be great to oblige him to marry a 
ok wagy whom he had looked upon as ſo unworthy of 
is Son. 

As I had talked of going ſome Time to our Village, 
and had given my Parents Money to furniſh an Apart- 
ment for me, I thought that Place the ſecureſt Aſylum 
J could find———as I had paſſed unknown by my own 
Parents, I might reaſonably hope not to be ſuſpected by 
others, and it greatly rejoyced me to think I had never 
mentioned the leaſt Word to the old Marquis that I had 
icen them; for I could not make a doubt, but that when 

my 
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my Flight was diſcovered he would leave no means 
untried to find out the Place of my Retreat, and that if 
ever I ſhould fall again into his Power, I mutt expect all 
that Revenge could inflict upon me ſrom Love 
to Hatred was a Change I could not but be aſſured of 
from a Man of his Humour, when exaſperated by Dil- 
appointment and Deſpair from a Perſon of my Station. 

Having thus determined once more to re viſit my 
native Village, I conſidered what was to be done beſore 
1 left Paris ; what ſeemed moſt material was to inſorm 
the young Marquis of his Father's Deſign of marrying 
me, the Meaſures I took to avoid him, and the Place to 
wl. ich I withdrew————this Letter took up tte beſt 
Part of the Night, and I was ſo greatly fatigued at the 
finiſhing it, that I was obliged to go to Bed ; my Imagi- 
nation however was too much diſturbed to ſuffer me to 
Sleep long; in every little Slumber I fell into, I fancied 
I heard a Noiſe, and that the old Marquis was coming 
to take me away and conclude the cruel Marriage 
the firſt Thing I did next Morning, was to write to Saint 
Fal; for I muſt have been ſtrangely ungrateful to have 
omitted making him the Confidante of the ſurprizing 
Adventure which had befallen me. 

Juſt as Barbara returned from carrying theſe two 
Epiſtles to the Paſt-Houſe, I received a Packet, and a 
Baſket from the old Marquis, the one was filled 
with the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of his everlaſting Tencer- 
neſs, and a Preſent of five hundred Lewes a"Ors, the 
other contained a rich Toylet and its Furniture all of 
gilt Plate, curiouſly engraved; but I gave myſelf not 
the Time to examine either wick much Attention 
every Moment now was precious, and I ſet about pack- 
ing up my Things with al! the Expedition I could. 

I forbore «cquainting Barbara with my Deſign, being 
apprehenſive her over Joy at it, might render it impoſh- 
ble for her to keep the Secret People are as often 
betrayed by the Simplicity and Babbling of their Ser- 
vants, as by their Treachery— but to return, in 


two Days I had got every Thing ready for my Journey, 
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as it was impoſſible for me to take all with me, 
without hazarding a Diſcovery by the Quantity of Lug- 
gage, I intended that Melicourt at his return ſhould take 
Charge of them and ſend them to me as I wanted them, 
in different Parcels, to avoid any Notice being taken. 
J was going to write a Letter and Directions 
to him, for that Purpoſe when happily he arrived 
I was tranſported when I heard his Voice, and running 
to the Stair-caſe to meet him; you are come very ſea- 
ſonably, Monſieur, ſaid I, a few Hours hence I had been 

one. 

8 The Earneſtneſs with which I ſpoke theſe Words ſur- 

prized him, and made him impatient for the Motive; 

but I was no leſs eager to hear what Account he had to 

give me, and obliged him to yield to my Importunities. 

I bad him conſider, how dear the Perſon from 
whom he came was to me, and then aſk himſelf if any 
Thing ought to poſtpone the News of him. 

Indeed, Madam, replied Monſieur Melicourt, the Mar- 
quis deſerves all the Tenderneſs you can pay, and he 
on the other Side is indebted to you for his Life 
his Life was deſpaired of at my arrival ; but your endear- 
ing Letter diſſipated that deep Melancholy. which, joyned 
to the exceflive loſs of Blood, muſt ſoon have brought 
him to the Grave I am utterly unable to expreſs 
his'Tranſports ; weak as he was, he would needs read over 
the Lines you ſent him I believe an hundred Times in a 
Day Monſieur Melicourt, ſaid he to me, the pre- 
cious Treaſure you have brought me, has given me more 
than Life. the Angel!-———the Charming Crea- 
ture, did he cry out in his Extaſies, what Tenderneſs! 
how does her lovely Soul ſhine out in every Line !— 
what Excellence of Nature! ſo kindly to forgive my un- 
joſt Suſpicions ! but her Generoſity ſhall never 
be forgot —acquaint her with this, and that as ſoon 
as I am recovered, nothing ſhall be omitted for the 
accompliſhment of our mutual Felicity. 

In fine, Madam, continued Mclicourt, the little Time 
I ſtayed with kim, was wholly taken up in Demonſtra- 
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tions of his Aſtection for you he could talk cf 
nothing but you, and would have ſent Dubois to you, to 
give you a more perfect Account of his Heart, than he 
was able to write ; but that I told him it was needleſs, 
as I intended to return immediately ; on which he 
entruſted me with his Commands, in which I think 
myſelf much honoured, and would be glad they had 
been of a more difficult Nature, that I might the more 
have proved my ſincere Attachment to ſo worthy a 
Nobleman. 

After this I acquainted him with what had happened, 
and what I was obliged to do ; he approved highly of 
my Conduct, and added, that when the yonng Mar- 
quis ſliould come to know the Sacrifice I had made, 
there was nothing to fear but that Exceſs of Gratitude 
would overwhelm him. 

1 then ſhewed him the Preſents I had received from 
my old Lover, and told him my Reſolution of returning 
it; by no means, replied, Melicourt, I can put you in a 
way of making a better uſe of it: As to the Toylet indeed 
I think it adviſeable not to keep it ; but as to the five 
hundred Levis D' On, they are wanted where I believe 
you will think them well beſtowed the young 

uis has commiſſioned me to take up about that 
Sum for him at Paris, the Expences of the Campaign 
having exhauſted his ready Morey, and the Remittances 
from his Father are much more tedious than he ex- 
pected ; ſo that you never can have an Opportunity of 
obliging him with greater Pelicacy. 

I embraced this Opportunity of ſerving my Lover 
with an infinite Satisfaction, and immeante!s t the 
five hundred Lewis D'Or, into 7'eliccurt's t 3's in 
order to get remitted to him; but . continuin unte 
Opinion, that it was beſt for me to return the vl Fur. 
quis all taat he had preiented me with on the £ 2cv-.n. vf 
being his future Bride, I gave Orders to hve [2 Ort 
of my Moveables ſold in order to raiſe that *.n :cr 
Melicaurt to deliver to him after I was gone 28 


to che Toylet, and all the Furniture belonging to it, ! 
le 
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left it neatly packed up, and after conſulting with Me- 
licourt, wrote to the Marquis in the following Manner. 


To the Marquis De L—L——, 


My Loxp. 
1 E exceſſive Favours your Lordj*ip has heaped np 
mo, evoull render me tie mo unzrateful of my Sex, if 
T retired without argiainting you with the Reaſons, which 
compell-d me to lake this Step todo then, my Lord, 
that fo hich a Dicnity as you are pleaſed to honour me 
abi the Offer of, demands my utineſt dAckrowledgments 
and Gratitud:, that I am nt capable of accepting it, 
z-pute to a Conſetoujneſs of my Unaworthineſs None, 
my Lord, can Merit to be your Wife, but who has it in 
ter Poxver to make an adequate Return to that abun- 
gant Lowe, which engaged you to make ber fa—— 
Alas ! all I have to give is the extremeſt Honour, and 
Rejpet the Deficrency is therefore ſa great, that J 
uſe ta retire to expiate my Migsfortunes ; believe, however, 
my Lord, that auherever J go, or auherever JI am, the 
uri, Gratitude to you will ever dwell avith me 
Pa dan, therefore, my Conduct on this Occaſion, fince to 
have acted otherwiſe, acould have been unſuitable ta the 
Sincerity, on which I value myſe!f, and which yo; have 
ſcemed ta approve in her, aubs it with tire moſt perfect Gra- 
tituat aud Submiſſion, | 


Yeur Lordſbip's 
moſt humble and 
moſt obliged Serwant, 
JEANETTAa De Bo, 


P. S. I received the magnificent Preſent you were 
tl:aſed ta ſend me; I durſt not return it for fear of difſ- 
cb ii you, nor did I think proper to take it with ne 
de Perſon in whofe Care I have left my Afﬀairs _ 
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fend it to you, when ever you give Orders, as alſo the 
froe hundred Lewis D'Ors, all which are in the Lodgings 
where your Lordſhip 'wouchſafed to favour me with your 
Viſits I repeat my Proteſtations of an eternal Gra- 
titude, and entreat you will believe no Day ſhall paſs 
ewithout my moſt ardent Prazers for your precious 
Life. | 


This Letter being finiſhed, I delivered it to Mel. 
court, that he might ſend it to the Marquis two or 
three Days after my Departure ; and it was agreed 
between us, that he ſhould continue in my Lodgings, 
till after the Time it could be ſuppoſed the Letters I 
had ſent to the young Marquis and Monſieur Saint Fa! 
were come to Hand, in caſe any Anſwers to them ſhould 
arrive, which he was to encloſe, under a Cover to me 
directed to Madamoiſelle De Mainwille, for I was reſolved 
never to be known by that of the Counteſs De Roches any 
more. Every Thing being thus fixed, he provided me 
2 Poſt-Chaile, and I ſet out with Barbara the next 
Morning at four a Clock, to the great Amazement of 
that dear good-natured Creature, who did not as yet 
know one Syllable of the Meaning of this precipitatg 
Departure, nor where I was going to carry her. 


The End of te TENTH PART. 
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2 EH OLD me now once more a 
Wanderer, my Head and Heart full 
of the various Changes of Fortune I 
had undergone, and wholly incapable 
| > of forming any Judgment what would 
s be the Event of ſo many perplexing 
==x/48 Adventures. All my paſt 1 
at once to my Imagination made me extremely penſive an 

ſometimes in Tears, which my poor Aunt obſerving, ſhall 
I never ſee you out of theſe Afflictions, ſaid ſhe? bleſs me! 
how you People of Quality torment yourſelves for Trifles, 
if you were poor, indeed, or did not know where to go, I 
ſhould pity you; but, * be thank'd, that is not 
your 


— 
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your Caſe———you have enough of every thing, and 
a good CharaQter into the Bargain ; you are not obliged 
to go away for Debt as a great many are, and ſome 
very honeit Folks too; but you have left good Effects 
behind you, which you may have whenever you pleaſe, 
and wherever you go all the World loves you and pays 
you Reſpet————-'or my Part, I can't ſee what occa- 
ſion you can have to be melancholy. 

It is a Habit I have contracted, anſwer'd I, but I flat- 
ter myſelf that when I have been a little while in the 
Country, the Air will make me more chearful. Do 
you deſign to live in the Country then, ſaid Barbara 
overjoy'd ; Heaven be praiſed that I ſhall once more {ee 
the Fields again, and liear the Larks and the Nightin- 

les O! what a a Blefling ! I hate the 
rattling of Coaches, and all the hurly burly of Par, 
where one is every Moment in danger of being thrown 
down. And pray, my dear Lady, continued ſhe, 
where are we going; to your own Village, anſwer'd 
I. you know I-have given Money to have an Apartment 
prepared for me at your Brother's; I would have told 
you of it before, but as I did not chuſe any body ſhould 
be acquainted with the Place of my Retreat, I was a- 
fraid your over Joy would have betrayed the Secret. 

Indeed, my good Lady you were in the right, cried 
ſhe, I ſhould never have contain'd inyſelf that's certain. 
O! the dear ſweet Place why your Lady- 
ſhip will be admired like a little Queen there 
they'll all croud to ſee you, and the Curate I warrant 
will come to pay his Compliments he's no Clown 
Pl afſure you, and keeps the beſt Company; in my 
time they were never without him at the Caſtle. 

Barbara was ſo tranſported at the Happineſs ſhe was 
going to enjoy, that ſhe could talk of nothing elſe the 
whole Journey. I did not ſend a Rleſſenger before 
to apprize them of my Arrival, becauſe my Father. 
had wrote ſome Days before to acquaint my Aunt, that 
all my Commands had been punctually fulfilled, and 
that every thing was ready for me, ſo that I knew the 
Indolence, indeed I may ſay Lazineſs, which long N 
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and Plenty had given me a Habit of, was in no Danger 
of being interrupted. 

No Accident intervening, at length we arrived at the 
Village, where the Sight of our Steeple gave me an odd 
kind of Emotion, between Pain and Pleaſure ; but ſure 
no Creature was ever in greater Raptures than my poor 
Aunt— look there, Madam, ſaid ſhe, there is the Church 
and where you ſee thoſe Turrets 1s the Caſtle, it 
is all ſurrounded with fine Trees, we ſhall paſs by the 
Gates; and you'll ſee the pretty Place, where the youn 
Men and Maids dance on Sundays and Holidays. Stil 
as we paſs'd ſhe explain'd all the Particulars, and that 


with ſuch an innocent Satisfaction, as is unknown to 


thoſe who live in the great World. 

Juſt on our Entrance into the Village, an old Wo- 
man was ſpinning before her Door, my Aunt no ſooner 
obſerved her, than ſhe made the Poſtilion ſtop, and cal- 
ling out to her made herſelf be known, and aſked a thou- 
ſand Queſtions all in a Breath this good Country- 
Woman, after recollecting who it was that ſpoke to her, 
told her next Neighbour who was ſolding tome Sheep, 
ſhe ran with the News wao was coming to a third, and 
ſo on, till we had half the Village about the Chaiſe, —- 
J bad the Poſtilion drive on to 7% Do B————;, 
upon which ſeveral little Girls who were playing about, 
ofter'd their Service to ſhew the way, and ran Lipping 
before the Horſes, and brought me in a iort of Triumph 
to the Houle. 

My. Father and Mother, who by this were inform'd of 
my Approach, came with a great deal of Joy to help 
me out of the Chaiie: My Agitation was ſo great, that 
I did not hear half the obliging Welcomes they gave 
me.——— A: was ſtepping iato the Houſe, my Mo» 
ther made a Motion which frighted me, apprehending I 
was diſcover'd: I heard afterwards ſhe was on the Point of 
throwing her Arms about my Neck, fo great an Im- 
preſſion did my Face make on her; but ſhe checl:'d 


herſelf, and conducted me with the Reſpect due to my 


1magin'd Quality, to my little Apartment, which con- 
ſiſted only of a ſmall Dining-Rcom and Bed-Cham- 
Vo I. II. J. ber 
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ber the Furniture they had provided for me 


was plain, but new and convenient, and with what Me. 
liccurt was to ſend after me, would make my Situation 
comfortable enough. 

My Father ſcemed tranſported with the Honour of 
having me for a Ledger, and ſhewed me from one of 
the Windows a very neat Garden, the Walks of which 
he had laid out, and made a Parterre of Flowers on 
Purpoſe for me. I thanked him for the Care he expreſt 
for my Satisfaction, and aſſured him I thought mylelf 
very happy in being with kim ; nor did my Tongue in 
this Particular belye my Heart. Not Abſence, 
nor all the various Changes I had paſt through, had 
ever alienated my Aſſedtion from thoſe dear Authors of 
my Being. and whatever Mortifſication my Vanity re- 
ceived from the Nicanneſs of the Place, I had ſtill a 
lecret Satisfaction in ſeeing, hearing, and having it in 
my Power to :clicve them. 

After a ima't Repaſt 1 went to Bed, to recover, as I 
ſud, the litt'e Vatione of my Journey; but in reality to 
have the better Opportunity of meditating on a Plan 
for my Conduct, white I continued there. I reſolved 
that whoever thould cem defircus of being acquainted 
with me, to lay it down as a Rule to ſee no Company; 
but to paſs my time either in Working, Reading, or 
Walking in tae Garden: I alſo dctermired to avoid all 
the Fxrence I:cou'd in my Table, and to eat in a 
more plain manner, than for a long Time I had been 
accailomed ; to the End, that whenever the Time that I 
{101d be diſcovered ſhould arrive, 1 might not be ac- 
cuſed of having aGied the fine Lady in my Father's 
Houie ; but I found it highly neceſſary I ſhould dine 
lone, left too great a Familiarity might give ground 
for tuſpicion, and add to the Impreſſion which my 
Features, notwithſtanding the Alteration in me, had 
mie on both my Parents, which I cculd eaſily per- 
ceive by their looking ſo earnellly upon me, whenever 
turned my Head away, and did not ſeem to obſerve 
them. 


But 
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But there was one Difficulty in preſerving the Secret, 
which till this Moment never occurred to my Mind. 
he young Marquis on his Return from the 
Campaigne would doubtleſs be impatient to ſee me; 
he had been at our Village, and had then been too 
much talked of and obſerved, on the Account of the 
Preſent he brought me from the King, not to be 
known if he ſhould come again; and as ſome Part of 
my Adventures on his Score were no Secret, his Viſits 
to Madam De Maixwille, joined with the Reſemblance 
between her and the Daughter of Fohn De B———, 
might give too much room for Belief, that they were one 
and the ſame Perſon this I knew not how to 
avoid, and as often as it came into my Head very much 
perplex'd me. I paſs'd the Night, however, better 
than I had Reaſon to expect: In the Morning my 
Mother coming into my Chamber out of Good- mar- 
ners to know how I had flept; told me the Gentleman 
at tlie Caitle had ſent to enquire who I was, and wh: + 
ther I defign'd to make any ſtay in the Village; to 
which Queitions, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had forbore giving any 
poſitive Anſwer, till ſhe had received my Commands 
in what manner ſhe ſhouid do it. 

I praiſed her Diſcretion in Jerms, which made ker 
ſee I was highly ſatisfied, and then told her that I had 
ſome private Reaſons, beſides a natural Propenſity to 
Solitude, which made it inconvenient for me to tee 
Company, fo deſired that ſhe would on no Account give 
any Encouragement of that Sort. She aſſured me that 
my Deſires ſhould be complied with; after which 1 
made her fit down on the Bedſide, and remembring 
that my Father had began to entertain me with the 
Hiſtory of Mademoiſelle D*E/bieux; I entreated ſl.e 
would ſatisfy my Curioſity with the remaining Part, 
which ſhe readily did in thele or the like Words. 


OO Oey Sw eo 4 7 a - 
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The Sequel of the Hiſtory of Mudemdoiſelle 
D'ELB1EUx, 


Think, Madam, ſaid my Mother, that my Huſband 

leſt off where that odd Miſtake of Monfieur Drflour- 
neaux, for Monſieur D' Eſtiwval, occaſioned various Con- 
jectures both in the Counteſs and her Daughter; in the 
mean time that Gentleman little ſuſpecting what had 
happened, was conſidering within himſelf what Anſwer 
he ſhould make to the Mother of his Miſtreſs, and hav- 
ing reſolved, came early the next Morning to the Caftle 
a little later he would not have had Admittance, 
and muit have return'd without being able to compre- 
hend the meaning of his being refuſed. The Counteſs 
1magining ſhe had reaſon to be higly incenſed at his 
Behaviour, had determined to have him forbid the 
Houſe ; but not expecting him til! Dinner, as ſhe thought 
he had been up ſo late, had deferr'd giving any Orders 
concerning him, till ſhe roſe herſelf. 

Having for a long time been accuſtomed to uſe no 
Ceremony there, he ran directly up to the Counteſs's 
Chamber, and 'tis eaſy to gueſs the Conſternation ſhe 
mult be in, to ſee him at her Bedſide, accoſting her 
with an eaſy Air, which is always the Companion of In- 
nocence. She was ſcarce able to command her Reſent- 
ment enough to forbear breaking immediately into Re- 

roaches ; but e.ther her good Senſe, oi the Uncertainty 
in what 'Terms ſhe ſhould upbraid him, kept her filent, 
and ſhe only turn'd on the other Side as he approach'd, 
though that was done with a Diſdain, which he could 
not but have taken Notice of, if he had had the leaſt 

Suſpicion of the Cauſe, But far from thinking on — y 
uc 
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ſuch thing, ard alſo taken up with what he was come 
about, he enquired in his uſvil free manner how ſhe had 
reiled, and he r:eaning cf her lying fo long in Bel. 
His iveaking in inis Faſhion had fo much the Appea— 
rance of Diſſimulation, piepoite:s'd as the Countels was 
of his Faiſnood, that it but proveked ter the more: 
She neverthclet; comic herivlt to hear how far ne 
would carry j:is fip-mil Artifice. The Villain, faid 
ſhe to hericif, at er endervourinyg to deceive both Nlo- 
ther and Daughter, now diicover'd and diicarded by the 
Ce, imagines ke may «ul Imre on the other——bit 
Why ſhouiy | be troubied at his Pertdiouſneis ? - Mat 
is it to me that the Wretch is mat:zied to ſeem angry 
would be too great a Proof ef my Weakneſs, and give 
him an Opportunity to triumph over me. No, 
Pit rather ſeem ignorant of lis Baſeneſs, and turn his 
Behaviour into Redicule, that will better become my 
Character than a ſerious Reſentment. 


This lait Reflection got the better of her former ones, 


and ſlie turned towards him as juſt waking, ſaying ſhs 
had not ſlept well in the Night, and that ſhe could not 
have pardon'd any other than himſelf ſor giving her 
Diſturbance. But, added ime, I am fo impatient to hear 
the Reſult of your Determination on our lait Converſa- 
tion, that if you will go into the next Room while I 
ziie, we will talk together as long you pleaſe. 

No, Madam, replied Monſieur D* Efival, I will not 
believe you heartily forgive my having broke in on your 
Repoſe, if you baniſh me from ſo delightful a Situ vn, 
as I now enjoy in contemplating your Beauties, in the 
Poſture you are at preſent. Permit me, therefore, to 
fit down by you, and 1 ſhall declare myſelf with that 
Sincerity you exacted from me. 

The Counteſs was too ſenſible of Flattery, not to be 
pleaſed with this Compliment, even though ſhe believed 
it far from being dictated by the Heart at ano- 
ther time ſhe would have been charm'd with it; but the 
Proofs ſhe thought ſhe had of his Fal ſhood, prevented 
ker from giving any Anſwer to it, and ſhe only bid him 

L 3 | declare 
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cecl-re in as brief a manner as roſſible, what Reſolution 
le lad taken, 

I owe too much, Madam, ſaid he, to the Civilities 
your Lady{hip has honcured me with, to deal inſincerely 
in a Matter, in which vou are nearly intereſted, and 
in which it wauld ill become me to uſe diſguiſe, when 
pi ſs'd ſeriouſly to declare my +entiments —1 will, theie- 
:ore, no longer make a Myſtery of the Paſſion your 
lovely Daugt.ter Mademoiſelle D*Elbieux has inſpired 
me with, and though I kave all tle Regard and Admi- 
ration poſſible for your Charms, yet it is to her my Soul is 
devoted this, Xladam, continued he, is ſaying 
er ough, and I think I reed not make any Apology, 
hen I aſſure you tl.at I am ready to marry her when- 
ever you judge our Union proper, and ſhall with Tranſ- 
port receive her from your Hand, as a precious Pledge 
of your Eficem and Friendſhip. 

'The Counte!s was ready to burſt at theſe Word: 
the Anſwer was, indeed, conciſe and plain; but diſſem- 
bling as well as ſhe was able the Indignation ſhe con- 
ceived at it; ſo, faid ſhe, with an Air of Irony and 
Contempt; you are willing to ſacrifice all the Paſſion 
you have for me, and marry my Daughter merely to 
oblice re. am prodigiouſly obliged to you, with- 
out Doubt; but, Monſieur, I cannot return the Favour 
by forgetting I am a Mother, and conſenting to my 
Daughter's Ruin; for to be plain with you, I hear you 
are already married, and muſt be fully convinced in ſo 
material a Point, before any thing can be concluded on 
concerning Mademoiſelle D' E /bzeux. It will, 
therefore, be much more to your Honour to confeſs what 
iecret Engagements you are under, than to ſubmit to 
an Enquiry, which I cannot otherwiſe avoid mak- 
in 


Monſic ur D' Eital was too much ſurprized at this 
Diſcourſe, to be able preſently to make any Anſwer: 
He look'd exrneſily in the Countcls's Face, in order to 
C1:cover if ſhe were really ſcrious, or talk'd in this man- 
rer only to perplex him, by way of Puniſhment for pre- 
ſerring her Dauyliter to kextelt. = 

Aſſured 
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Aſſured as ſhe was of his Guilt in this particular, ſlie 
took his Silence as a token of it, come, Xlonſteur 
D' Eftival, reſumed ſhe, you are not the only Per. Cn 
who has been drawn into Engagements they have aitzr- 
wards repented ; but ſince it is io, the beſt thing you can 
do is to acknowledge your Wite.—————Pray, bring her 
to the Caſtle, you may depend upon it, I fall be glad 
to cultivate a Friendihip with her for your lake. 

D' Eſltval loſt all Patience at theſe Words, if, ſaid 
he, your Ladyſhip means this as a Jeſt, I muit beg 
leave to tell vou, it is carried ſomewhat too far, and is 
but an ill Return for that Sincerity, I juſt now behavel 
to you with if you really are in earneſt, coatinued 
he with ſome Warmth, common Juſtice without my 
requeſting it, will certainly oblige you to diſcover the 
Authors of ſo baſe an Information, that I may punith 
them as their Calumny deſerves. 

Monſtrous Deceit and Inſolence! cry'd the Countel:, 
if my Daughter had offended me, yet more than ſha 
has, I could forgive her for the ſole Merit of havin;; 
diſcarded with the juſt Scorn ſhe has done, a Nan c»- 
pable of ſuch mean Actions, and then as meanly Geuy - 
ing them. 

For Heaven's ſake, Madam, explain yourſelf, cry'd 
Monſieur D' Ei val impatiently interrupting he, my 
Honour is too much concern'd in the Treatment yo. 
give me, for me not to be reſolute in having the Oc:a- 
ſion of it cleared up ———what Wife, what Marriage 
is it you reproach me with ? What reaſon have 
you to imagine your Daughter haz diſcarded me with 
Scorn ? I do aſſure your Ladyſhip there is not 
one Word of Truth in all this, and if you perſiſt in 
talking in this manner for ever, I ſhall {till be in tha 
dark for your Deſign in it. 

The more he proteſted his Innocence, the more the 
prepoſleſs'd Counteſs's Rage encreas'd: Is it potkb'e, 
ſaid ſhe, that you can carry the Deception to this 
Height ?!————dare you deny that you are married? 
Yes, Madam, reply'd he, and on that I'ruth will ſtake 
my eternal Salvation. This is unſufferabie, cry'd ſhe, 
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know then, Monfieur D' E/lival, that I was Witneſs of 


tie Converſation you had laſt Night with my Daughter 
in the Park will you deny ſhe wrote to you, 
that you agreed to 1nect her there———that both you 
and ſhe mentioned my Name, in a manner no way be- 
coming either of your Characters that ſhe accuſed 
you of a previous Engagement that you at laſt 
conſeſs'd you were married; but that ſome of the Forms 
being wanting you could get of it that you of. 
ferci to do fo, and Mademoiſelle D*Elbieux, on this 
{2:icovery of your double Perfidy, treated you with the 
Scorn You merit, flew from you, and forbid you ever 
{ee!iny her more? 

Nay, then, cry'd D' Ei gal, lifting up his Eyes to 
F..aven, 1 am either run mad, or you dreamt all this. 
Tie then re-capitulated the various Points of her Accu- 
tien, and at the End of each, proteſted his Innocence 
ar lorwrance. 

Nalomonle P' E/bicax came into the Room as he was 
ſventing, the nw net of his being there; but making 
ro Deubt but that he was the Perſon ſhe had met with 
11 tc Park the Nliglit before, was not ſurprized to find 
ln in her Muiter's Chamber aſſured as ſhe 
was of their Marriage, ſhe fancied he had enter'd pri- 
y, and had lain there all Night. — — She was the 
more coafirm'd in this Conjecture, as ſhe found by the 
ludnels of his Voice, as well as by the Diſſitisfaction in both 
ti.cir Countenances, that they had been quarrelling as 
married ieople too often do; and being vex'd to meet 
a \!an, who after the Diſcovery ſhe imagin'd ſhe had 
made, ſhe deteſted, was about to retire, when the 
Counteſs perceiving her commanded her to ſtay, ſay ing 
her Prelence was neceſſary to clear up an Affair, which, 
:dded ſhe, with a diſdainſul Smile, is worthy of your 
Confirmation and Teil:mony. 

Monfieor O' E/!;val who was half diltrated at what 
had been laid to his Charge, took hold of her Hand, 
and having drawn her nearcr, repeated the Articles 
alledg'd againſt him by her Nother, aud . 
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her for the Deciſion, at the ſame conjuring her not to 
be ſway'd by any thing but Juſtice. 

Mademoitelle D' E/bicux was extremely ſurpriſed to find 
her Mother was ſo well acquainted with her Proceedings; 
but notwithſtanding her Reſentment to D'Eftival, the 
was very well pleaſed that he denied the Meeting, and 
thought it was her Buſineſs, to ſecond what he ſaid, which 
ſhe did with ſo much Aſſurance; ſaying, that ſhe knew 
nothing of all he had mentioned, and that it was con- 
trary to Common Senſe, that the Counteſs enraged to the 
laſt Degree at hearing herſelf contradicted in a thing 
which ſhe imagined was true; and, indeed, was fo on 
one fide, that ſhe gave her a Blow on the Face; then 
turning to Monſieur D* EH bad him leave the Caltle, 
and never come near her more. 

Yes, Madam, cryed he, tiling from his Seat, you 
ſhall be obeyed you never ſliall ſce me more; but 
remember, and I repeat it before this young Lady, that 
I never left my own Houſe jait Night, as ſeveral Peo- 
ple in the Village, belives my own Servants.can witne's 
that I had not the Honour of ſeeing your Daugh- 
ter either by Appointment or otherwilſe—that I never 
told her I was married———and to conclude, that all 
you have ſaid is a mere Chimera this is the Truth 
o farewel, and I eng»-ge my Word of Honour 
never to expoſe myſelf again to ſuch injurious Ireat- 
ment, as you have been p eaſed to give me. 

With thete Words he went haſtily out of the Room, 
leaving the Coante's no leſs aſtoniſhed then enraged, ar 
his impuc2nt perhit.ng in the Dz=nial of a thing, fi 
believed her own Eyes and Yars had witneſted to the 
Truth of; but recovering hericit rom the Iaoughts of 
him, ſhe vented her Fury on her Daughter, who fit! 
continued in tne Room, and after loading ler with Ke 
proaches ; there, pethadious Girl, ſaid ſhe, throwing the 
Letter ſhy had intercepted at her Feet, aſſume che 
Front too it you dare to deny this too you ice I 
know you your wicked cart betrays il! in every 
Action Go, molt ungrateful, inbit unworthy of 
what I Lave dene for you. And 1 mauld ac With Pra- 
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dence aſter this Diſcovery of the Vileneſs of your Nature, 
*o ſecure you in a Place that would take from you the 
Means of behaving to me ſo undutifully hereaſter. 

Inſolent as Madamoitelle D* Elbieux was, ſhe was a 
little awed at this Menance; and pretending the moſt 
perfect Contrition ſued for her Pardon in ſuch Terms 
that ſhe at laſt obtained it, from a Mother who very 
much loved ker, in ſpite of the Coquetry and Vanity of 
her own Humour. 

Having thus made her Feace, ſhe no longer remembered 
the Occaſion ſhe had given of Offence, and valuing the 
Counteſs no otherwiſe than for the Power the Law had 
given her over her, ſhe bent now her whole Study how to 
he thoroughly convinced of the Truth of this ambiguous 
Affair had there been the leaſt room to doubt ſhe 
would have concluded D' Eftival, was not the Perſon ſhe 
met in the Park, but the improbability there was, that 
any one ſhould take his Name upon him, would not 
ſuffer ſuch a Thing to enter into her Head what 
molt confounded her, was, to ſee the Letter ſhe had wrote 
to him in her Mother's Hand:'=——— ſhe could not 
think he had ſacrificed it to her by the Behaviour of 
them both, much leſs now believe they were married, 
as the ſuppoſed D* Eftival had conſeſiæd to her the Night 
before————the whole Buſineſs was indeed too puzzling 
for a Woman of a much better Capacity than Mada- 
moiſelle D' E/bicux to comprehend, and as ſhe could not 
fathom it herſelf, ſhe reſolved to try once more her 
Power over her Lover to unriddle it if poſſible. 

Monſieur Deflourneaux in the mean 'Time reproached 
himleif, that he had not made better uſe of the Oppor- 
tunity that young Lady had afforded him, and alſo that 
he had been ſo imprudent to ſaffer the Secret cf his 
private Marriage to be ſifted by her. Had I taken the 
Advantage, ſaid he to himſelf, which the Night and 
ber kind Advances in propoſing a Meeting, gave me, 
I might eafily have become Maſter of ler Perſon ard 
Fortune the Girl to whom I have unadviſedly 
tied myſelf, would for a ſmall Portion been content to 
have renounced all Claims to me, and every — 

an 
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under which I at preſent Labour, would have been 
removed. 

To retrieve therefore what he imagined nothing but 
his own ill Conduct had deprived him of, he reſolved to 
viſit Madamoiſelle O' Elbieux, and pretend that all he hal 
conſeſt to her the Night before, was only a Stratagem to 
diſcover how far he might have gained on her Affection, ſo 
having convinced his Wife that it would be for herown In- 
tereſt to deny their Marriage in caſe any Enquiry ſhould 
be made, he ſet himſelf forth with all the advantages 
Dreſs could beſtow, and went to the Caſtle. 

The Counteſs De , and her Daughter, both 
in a very ill Humour, were jult ſet down to Table, 
when Word was orought that Monſieur D:fourneaux 
was come to wait upon them, and neither of them 
ſuppoſing they had any Reaſon to be offended with him, 
Orders were given for his Admittance. 

Madamoiſelle D* E/5ieux was in too ſullen a Diſpo- 
ſition to receive him with any Part of that Gaiety ſhe 
was accuſtomed to do, on the Account of his fatirical 
Vein of Converſation ; but the Counteſs on the contrary 
ſeemed extremely glad of bis Company, ſhe knew that 
Monſieur D' Eftival had an Averſion to him, and in the 
Humour ſhe now was, that was a ſufficient Motive for 
her treating him with the greateſt Complaiſance : As he 
was naturally vain he grew very much elated with the 
Reception given him by the Mother, and as for the 
Paughter's Coldneſs it did not at all ſurprize him, beca:1e 
he looked upon it as the hffect of their lat Converſation, 
which he ſhould ſoon ſet right again————He was 
impatient for an Opportunity of entertaining her to that 
End, nor was it long before the Counteſs obliged hit 
with one, ſhe perceived her Daughter did not like his 
Company, and to mortify her, made ſome Pretence to 
retire as ſoon as Dinner was over and leſt them to- 
gether. | 

Deflourneaux on this loſt not a Moment, but began 
to addreſs Madamoiſelle D' Elbieux, with all the rheto- 

rick he was capable of, which ſhe receiving with Dit- 
Gain, I fee, Madam, ſaid * 2 the Severity you treat 
me 
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me with, is oweing to the Folly I was guilty of laſt 
Night, in pretending to you 1 was married; but I beg 
you will be ailured | meant it no otherwiſe than as a 
Jelt, and nad you ſtayed but a Moment longer I ſhould 
have convinced you of it. Iheſe Words made her tart, 
but not being yet well able to comprehend the Myſtery, 
what do you mean, cried ſhe haſtily ? what Concern is it 
of miae, whether you are married, or not? How, 
Madam, replied he, with an Air of Aſſurance, you 
ſeemed to be of another way of Thinking when J had the 
Jionou: of your Company lait Night. My Com- 
pany, interrupted ſhe, laſt Night, where for Heaven's 
Sake————ycu are certainly run Mad, or think to 
divert ine with croſs Queltions; but I am not in a Hu- 
mour at preſent to laugh at your Wit, ſo would have you 
reſerve it for others, that may think it more agreeable. 

As bod as Monlieur Deflcurneaux was, theſe Words 
quite confounded him, but recovering himſelf in a Mo- 
merit, and pul'ing the Letter out of his Pocket, which 
had been brought him, inſtead of that the Counteſs had 
intercepted, 1 have heard, ſaid he, of ſome Ladies who 
have denied a verbal Aſſignation, but thought none would 
have done it, where their own Hand could be produced 
as an Evidence again!t them. 

On this ſhe caſt her Eyes on the Letter, and to her 
great Altoniſiment found in it the ſame Words ſhe had 
written to Y Ej/ival excepting the Time and lace of meet- 


- Ing, altered ; this made her examine it with more Attention, 


and ſhe then found it was her Mother who had put 
this Trick upon her. She was yet however far from 
getting any Light into the Botton of this Adventure—— 
the could eaſily imagine that the Counteis had contrived 
this Interview on purpoſe to perp'ex her, Lut then ſhe 
could not account for having accuſed Monſieur O' E/ival, 
with having been in the Park, and of fſuying thoſe 
'Ceings which ſhe now found had been ſpoke by 
D. Harun. All the Satifaction he could give her in 
ths Point was, that ſuch a Letter had bcea brought to 
him by a young Country-Man, and that he complied 
with the Summons, and then repeated to her all the 

Particulars 
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Particulars of their Converſation ſhe was now 
well aſſured that he did not deceive her ; but was fo 
enraged at finding herſelf thus outwitted and expoſed, 
that ſhe could not help venting her Fury, on him who 
had been no way guilty of her Vexation. 

The Counteſs heard all thss from an adjacent Room, 
and the whole Affair, being now no longer a Riddle to 
her, and D' Efttval quite cleared of what ſhe had accaſed 
him, thought the Miſtake ſo whimſical, that ſhe returned 
to Deflourneaux, and her Daughter laughing prodigiouſly. 
He imagined by her Mirth, that ſhe had laid this Con- 
trivance on Purpoſe to turn him into Ridicule, and be- 

an to convince the Counteſs how much he thought him- 

if affronted by telling her this ſhould be the laſt Viſit 
he would make her ; but this Lady, who was naturally 
complaiſant, and beſides, fearing if he ſhould divulge 
this Adventure, it might occcaſion ſome Diſcourſe to the 
prejudice of her Daughter's Expectation, endeavoured to 
pacify him, and to!d him that he was no otherwiſe con- 
cerned in the Affair, than by a Miſtake, which had been 
owing meerly to chance———She confeſs'd alſo that 
ſhe had made ule of a little Stratagem, in order to puniſh 
ſome Errors in the Conduct of Madamoiſelle D' Ehbieux, 
and laid enough to let this young Lady into the Myitery 
of every Thing, which perfectly reſtored D' Eftival to 
her good Opinion, and as he was the molt conſtant of 
all that had pretended to her, and ſhe in her Heart was 
moſt inclined alſo to favour him, from that Moment ſhe 
began to take a Reſolution of rewarding what he had 
ſuttered for her ſake. 

An Opportunity foon preſented itſe!f——<—eerthe Couns 
teſs being ſeniible of the Injultice of her Behaviour to 
Monſicur D' Ejtivel, thought herſelf obliged to acknow- 
leuge her Error, and invite him to the Caſtle again. 

As he truly loved Madamoiſelle D*Ebieux, he 
had qui:ted it with infinite Reluctance, and was equally 
tranſported at returning to it again without appearing of 
too mean and abjet a Difputrion————ccorcdingly 


he came the next Day, and this ſhort Abſence ſerved 


only to make him appear more amiable in the Eyes - | 
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his Miſtreſs than he had ever done before this little 
Interruption of his Viſits. 

He renewed his Addrefles with greater Fervency than 
ever, and was fo fortunate, if the obtaining ſuch a 
Wife can be called ſo, as to enguge from her a promiſe 
of marrying him the Counteſs convinced of the 
neceſſity there was of her being diſpoſed of, ſince ſhe had 

iven ſuch a Proof of her Diſpoſition to intriguing as 
2 late Sally, made no Difficulty of conſenting to the 
Match, on which the Nuptials were celebrated with all 
convenient Speed, and for the firſt few Days, nothing 
could be more happy than the new married Pair. The 
Behaviour of Madamoiſelle DEI; now Madam 
D' Eftival was ſo changed for the better, that the whole 
Family were altoniſhed and bleſſed the Occaſion ; but 
their Joy was ſhort lived, her Humour was ſtill the 
ſame and ſoon exerted itſelf, with greater Vehemence if 
poſſible than ever. 

This Harmony had not laſted above fourteen or 
fifteen Days, when one Morning as ſhe was riſing ſhe 
bad her Woman to give Orders that the Coach and Six, 
with all the Equipage, ſhould be got ready. Monſieur 
D' Eftival aſked her with a great deal of Complaiſance, 
If ſhe intended to dine abroad ? Yes, anſwered 
ſhe, in a cool and unconcerned Air, and ſup too — 
I am going to Paris: to Paris! cried he amazed—— 
Ay, reſumed ſhe, I am tired of the Country, where 
one ſees nothing new, and can ſupport it no longer 
Pardon me, my Dear, ſaid he, I cannot think you are 
in earnelt————l am ſure you have too much good 
Senſe to take ſuch a Journey with ſo much Precipitation, 
and without conſulting your Mother, and hearing her 
Opinion I hope, anſwered ſhe in the moſt haughty 
Tone ſhe could affume, I have too much good Senſe 
not ſo look upon myſelf as an Infant, or to aft 
any one's Advice in what I have an Inclination to do— 
it would be very extraordinary indeed if I ſhould marry 
to be a Dependant on the Humour of any body. What 
I faid, anſwered he, was not intended to give you room 
to imagine I ſhould wiſh you were ſo—you certainly 


are and ever ſhall be the Miſtreſs of your own Actions, 
n | but 


— 
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but there are Difficulties in this Step, which 
perhaps you have not conſidered you know we 
have no Houſe at Paris, nor fince our Marriage have 
yet had an Opportunity to order one to be prepared for 
us, and I know not were you can lodge in a manner 
befitting you Pleaſant enough, cried ſhe, with a 
Laugh, which had more in it of IIl- nature and Con- 
tempt than Mirth 3 as if I could be at a loſs for a 
Habitation to my Mind in ſuch a Place as Paris 
do not imagine, I beſeech you, that all the wiſe Things 
you can utter ſhall be any hindrance to my Journey— 
No, no, I ſhall ſet out immediately, and no body ſhall 
prevent me I have contrived how to manage at 
my Arrival, and don't ſtand in need of any Direc- 
tions, 

But, ſaid the Huſband, beginning now to be ſtung a 
little at this 'I'reatinent ; do you think it becomes a Perſon 
cf your Birth, to leave your Relations in ſo abrupt a 
manner? I give myſelf no Paint about that, replied ſhe, 
ſo all your Arguments are anſwered. 

Monſieur D' Eftival was going to make ſome Anſwer, 
and, perhaps ſuch a cne as would have ſhewn he was 
not of a Temper to countenance ſuch Extravagancies, 
when a Lady, who happened to be a Viſiter at that 
Time at the Caſtle, came to wiſh Madame D' Eftival 
a good Morning, came in and prevented any farther 
Diſcourſe on that Subject. 

At firſt, they talked only on indifferent Affairs, 
when all on a ſudden, without the leaſt Preparatlon or 
Connection with what had been ſaid before, pray, Madam, 
cried the Wite of D' Efiival what is your Opinion of a 
Huſband who glories in playing the Tyrant over his 
Wife, and takes a Pleaſure in contradicting her in every 
thing? The Lady was extremely ſurprized at this 
Queſtion, as well as at tae abrupt manner it was uttered 
in, and gueſſing there was already ſome little Pique 
between them, anſwered, that ſhe did not think any 
Man was ſo unreaſonable. I will ſoon convince you 
then of your Miſtake, reſumed Madam D' Eſftival, 
pointing to her Huſband with an Air full of Deriſion, 
That worthy Perſon is of the Number — ! have an In- 


clination 


—— — 
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elination to go to Paris, have indeed ſome Buſineſs there, 
and I aſked his permiſſion for the Journey ; nay, even 
begged it in the moſt tender and obliging Terms, yet he 
is o cruel to refuſe me, pretends he has a Right to 
keep me Priſoner here, and will not ſuffer me to tir a 
Step without he is the firſt that propoſes it is not 
this playing the Tyrant ? I little expected ſuch 
Treatment from a Man that pretended to adore me, 
and whoſe ſuperior I am in Birth and Fortune 1 
am ſo provoked, that I know not to what Lengths his 
Barbarity may tranſport me. 

The Aſtoniſhment Monſieur D' Efival was in to hear 
himſelf thus falſly accuſed before his own Face may 
more eaſily be conceived than expreſſed I know 
not, Madam, what you mean, faid he to his Wife, with 
a Voice interrupted by Paſſion, but this I know very 
well, that no other Anſwer is due to you than ſuch a one 
as I do not chuſe to give any Woman, much leſs my 
Wife II leave you therefore to repent ſo vile a Piece 
of Forgery, and reflect what Attonement you ought to 
make me for it. | 

With theſe Words he flung out of the Chamber, 
and went directly to the Counteſs's Apartment 
the Diſorder he was in was too perceivable for her not 
to take Notice of it, and on her enquiring the Occaſion, 
he readily related the whole Affair to her; it would have 
deen ridiculous for her to have attempted any Juſtification 
of her Daughter's Behaviour, but as there was nothing 
in it, ſne did not forſee from a perſe& Knowledge of 
her capricious Humour, ſhe n<ither was nor affected to 
be ſurprized, and told him that ſhe was extremely ſorry 
for what had happened, and aſſured him ſhe would 
take proper Meaſures to prevent any Provocations of the 
ike Nature for the future. Monſieur D* Eftival thanked 
her, and was glad ſhe underiook to bring fo untameable 
a Creature to Reaſon, rather than himſelf, who he now 
to his great Misfortune, fouad had but little Influence. 
To avoid being even within hearing of the Clamour, 
which he doubted not would enſue, he took Horſe, and 
went to dine at a Friend's Houſe about three Miles 
diſtant, hoping at his return to find all things quiet, _ 
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his Wie in a better Flumour, and poſſibly concerned for 
having given him this Proof what ſhe could be on 
Occaſion. 8 

Put alas! he was yet far from being acquainted with 
a'l the Extravagancies his Wife was capable of 
the Countet; her Mother, received no other Anſwers, 
than diiduinful ones for her Advice the other told 
her e was no longer under her Direction, and would 
act iu cvery thing as ſhe berſelf thought proper 
it was in vain chat this ill treated Parent remonſtrated 
to lier that to go without her Huſband's Conſent, or even 
Without his Company, as they were ſo lately married, 
wouid render her liable to Cenfure———— and that to 
diſobiige a Man of his Character, was both wicked 
and week 3 ler Reply hill was, that ſhe would be under 
no Subjsction, and that ſhe ſaw no Reaſon for the pre- 
tended Superiority of len, ho, thu! the molt fawning 
abject Creatures in the World before Marriage, no 
ſooner became Huſbands, than they fancied themſelves 
Matiers, ard uſurped an Authority which neither became 
them nor was their due that if other Women ſub- 
mitted to ſo fooliſh a Cuſtom, ſhe would no. and 
added, that if a Journey to Paris was even diſagreeable 
to her, ihe would take it, becauſe he had oppoſed it, 
and that ſhe was determined to proceed in this manner 
with him ail her Life. 

The Counteſs provoked not only at her Obſtinacy, 
but the little Regard ſhe paid to herſelf, ſaid ſome 
Things that ſtung her to the Quick; the other returned 
the Sarcaſms, and Words grew very high between them, 
an old Servant, who had attended Madam 
D' Ffival fiom her Infancy, for only entreating ſhe 
would 1emembter it was her Mother that ſpoke, was 
immediately tui ned out of Door the other Ser- 
vants finding a Perſon whoſe long ard faithful Services 
demanded ſome Love and Reſpect, was diſcharged, 
knew they mult expect the ſame Fate, if they ſhould 
offer to delay the Commands of their imperious Miſtreſs, 
ſo went about preparing for the Journey with ſuch 
Vacrity, that in an Hour every Thing was _ 
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Madam D' E/lival being informed of it threw her- 
ſelf into the Coach, and tho' her Mother condeſcended 
ſo far as to follow her to the Door, and even entreat 
her to conſider what ſhe was about, yet ſhe was deat to 
every Thing, and ordered the Coachman to drive away. 


The Counteſs was exceſſively provoked, the 
young Lady before mentioned as a Viſiter quite amaz'd, 
and the whole Family in the utmoſt Coniternation at 
her Obſtinacy, ail imagining, with good Reaſon, that 
this was not the laſt Trial to which ſhe would put the 
Patience of her Huſband. 

Her Mother thinking ſhe ought in Juſtice to acquaint 
Monſieur D' Eftival with what had paſſed, diſpatched 
one of her Servants with a Letter to him immediately : 
He remounted his Horſe on the Reception, alarmed be- 
yond Meaſure, to hear his Wife had puſhed her In- 
diſcretion ſo far as to go not only without his Conſent, but 
even without ſeeing him before her Departure, after the 
Diſpute they had with each cther—this ſeemed ſo unkind 
and ſo contemptuous withal, that if he could not bring 
himſelf preſently to hate her, it was becauſe he had 
loved her with a more than ordinary Paſſion 

The Counteſs allowed his Reſentment to be juſt, and 
offered to make no Apology for her oftending Daughter, 
but on the contrary commiſerated his Misfortune, and 
perſuaded him to take Poſt and follow her, endeavour 
to overtake her at Night, and if he could not prevail 
upon her to hear Reaſon, to exert the Power of a Hus- 
band and bring her back by Force. 

This Advice was too conformable to his own Opinion, 
for him not to follow it He immediately ſent. for 
Poſt-Horſes, and came up with her in a little more 
than four Hours : She was juſt entring a Village, when 
ſhe perceived him; but far from being daunted at his 
Preſence, or any way wivering in her Reſolution, ſhe 
contrived to get rid of him, by one of the moſt wicked 
and ſhameleſs Stratagems that ever was invented. 

When he came to the Coach-fide, and ſpoke to her, 
ſhe pretended not to know him, and threatered that F 
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he did not leave her and go about his Buſineſs, ſhe 
would declare he came to ofter ſome Violence to her; 
all the Time he was ſpeaking, ſhe ſtill called out to 
the Conchman to drive faſter, but being under a neceſ- 
ſity of ſtopping in the Village, having tired the Horſes 
ſo much, that they could not have gone much further 
without baiting, the Huſband thought it belt to ſay no 
more to her tili ſhe alighted, and as ſoon as he ſaw ſhe 
was in the Houle, came up to the Dcor ; but on his 
advancing to enter was met by two or three Men, who 
with great Clubs ſeemed to guard the Paſſage, and aſked 
him what he wanted am come, ſaid he, to dine 
with my Wife, what 'impertinence is here ?—con- 
tinued he diſmounting, ſome of you take care of my 
Horſe. 

The Man who kept the Cabaret, and was the Perſon 
who aſked this ridiculous Queſtion, had juſt received his 
Inſtructions from Madam D' Efiival, who told him ſhe 
had been purſued by a mad Man, who was in love with 
her, and fo outrageous, that he fancied him'e'f married 
to her, he is juſt behind me, added ſhe, and i charge you 
to hinder him from coming into the Houſe, for if he 
does, there muſt inevitably ſome Miſchief happen. 

As ſhe came in a Coach and Six, with ſuitable Equi- 
page, and Monſieur D'E/iival on a Poſt-Horſe and no 
Attendants, what ſhe ſaid was readily believed, and the 
Maſter of the Cabaret preſently called all his People about 
him, and oppoſed the injured Huſband's entrance, in the 
manner already mentioned. Finding he had quitted his 
Horfe, and was making his way into the Houſe, they 
told him there was no Room for People in his Condi- 
tion that they were ſorry for him ; but he muſt 
not think to diſturb a Lady of Quality, who did them 
the Honour to call there, and bad him endeavour to com- 
po'e himſelf and go quietly away. | 

It is impoſſible to fay, whether the Aſtoniſhment or 
Rage of Monfieur D' Eftival was greateſt to hear him- 
ſelf thus treated, the latter, however, made him draw 
his Sword, and attempt to force a Paſſage ; but their 
Clubs ſoon rendered that Weapon ineffectual ; it was 

preſently 
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preſently broke, and he received ſeveral Blows in the 
Skirmiſh, the Matter of the Houſe and his People calling 
cut for help all the Time, and ſay ing they would manage 
him for coming there to play his mad Pranks. The 
whole Village was gathered about them in an Inſtant, 
and had it not been for the interpoſition of the Pariſh 
Prieſt, who came running among the reſt, to know the 
occaſion of this Uproar, the unfortunate D' Eftival 
might have been almoſt murdered. It was in vain for 
him to proteſt he was really ſo unhappy as to be the 
Huſband of that wicked Woman, who was all this 
1ime at the Window laughing, and highly diverted to 
ſce the Reception he met, net a Creature there but im- 
ir agined him to be really dil, acted, and by the Advice of 
the Priet, and ſome of the Heads of the Village they 
laid hold of him, and in ſpite of all he could urge car- 
ricd him to the Priſcn, in order to ſecure him from 
doing any Aliichief, till they ſnculd hear who his 
Friends were, that they might be ſent to, to take care 
of him ſome of the Clowns diverting themſelves 
at his Extravagancy as they thought it, and others 
Pitying him as they went along. 

In the mean Iime, thoſe who attended Madam 
D' Eſtival were ſhocked at this Behaviour, and one of 
them in particular, took the Liberty to tell her, he was 
amazed to ſee ſhe ſhould put ſuch a 'Trick on fo worthy 
a Gentleman, and her Huſband ; on which ſhe turned 
bim away immediately, and told him, that if he dared 
to mention this Adventure, or offer to contradict what 
ſhe had ſaid, ſhe would find a way to make him repent 
his Saucyneſs. | 

But this Menace did not intimidate the Fellow, 
he went and expoſtulated with the Prieſt, and ſeveral 
others of thoſe who had been Inſtremental in carrying 
Monſicur D* E/flival to Priſon: He aſſured them, that Le 
was really tlic Huſband of that Lady who had ſeen him 
uſed ſo unmercifully, and ſo far from being mad, that 
he was one of the mol: ſober and worthy Gentlemen in 
the World ; but they were all prejudiced in Favour of 


the Lady, as indeed believing it impoſhble a Woman of 


her 
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her Figure could be guilty of ſo abominable an 
Action. 

The honeſt Servant provoked at their Obſtinacy, and 
reſolved to ſerve his Maller it poſſible, rode immediately 
back to the Caſtle, andacquainted the Counteſs De N— 
with the whole Proceeding, who afflicted beyond mea- 
ſure at ſo horrible a Conduct in her Daughter, ſet out 
the next Morning by break of Day, in order to procure 
the ſuppoſed mad Man his Liberty. 

The Prieſt, the Inn-keeper, and indeed the whole 
Village were terribly alarmed, when they found by the 
Counteſs, who was known to ſome of them, the indiſ- 
cretion their Credulity had made them guilty of : They 
entreated Pardon in the moſt ſubmiſſive Terms of Mon- 
ſieur D' Eftival, who not caring the Adventure ſhould 
make too much Noile in the World forgave them, but 
tho* he thanked the Counteſs for the Trouble ſhe had 

iven herſelf, told her that he would never ſee her 
— more, or if poſſible even hear her mentioned 
ſhe had nothing to offer by way of appeaſing his Reſent- 
ment, on the contrary ſhe owned it was but too juſt, and 
agreed to caſt her off as a Daughter, as he did as a 
Wie. 

But what Prodigies cannot Love effet how 
eaſily are Injuries, tho' of the moſt bitter Nature for- 
given where the Heart takes the Offender's Part! 
it's indeed puniſhing ourſelves too much, to be an 
with thoſe who are very dear to us, and human Nature 
ſeeks but its own Faſe in this Particular. The good 
Senſe of Monſieur D' E/lival indeed would not ſuffer hm 
to thick ſhe merited any Part of the Tenderneſs he had 
for her, and for a 'i'ime, whoever mentioned a Recon- 
ciliation were ſure to receive ſuch Anſwers as made 
them ſoon give over their Mediation. 

In the mean Time Madam D' Eflival enjoyed all the 
Pleaſures of having gained her Poirt ; but at Length 
growing weary of Paris, and beginning to reflect, that 
a Woman of Condition makes but an odd Figure in be. 
ing ſeparated from her Huſband, ſhe vouchſafed to make 


ſome Overtures to him, which he at firſt rejected 


with 
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with a Diſdain, worthy of the Wrongs he had received 
the more Difficulty ſhe found, the more eager 
ſhe was ; and in ſpite of the Haughtineſs of her Tem- 
eer, deſcended to Submiſſions, which he could never 
have expected from her; theſe Condeſcenſions making 
him hope, ſhe was entirely changed and truly penitent, 
he again received her with a Promiſe, never to reproach 
ker with what, ſhe ſaid, nothing but Youth and Inex- 
perience had made her guilty of; and which ſhe ſwore 
to attone for by her future Conduct to preſerve her in 
this Temper, he treated her, if poſſible, with more Fen- 
derneſs than before this Breach, and, in fine, ſeem'd to 
make it the whole Study of his Life to oblige her ; but 
the Return he received at laſt for all this Indulgence, 
ought to render her the Object of Deteſtation to her 
whole Sex, ſince it may poſſibly deter other Huſbands, 
from behaving with Nlildneſs to their Wives, for fear 
they ſhould be encouraged by it, to act as ſhe did. 

About Three Months aſter this Reconciliation, Afa- 
dam D' Eftival proved with Chid : The Counteſs De 
Ni —Iinliead of rejoicing, as molt Women do, in 
the hope of being a Grandmother, was very much 
troubled, not doubting, after the Experience ſhe had of 
her Daughter's Humour, but that ſhe would make her 
Pregnancy an Excuſe for a thouſand capricious Fancies, 
that would be tormenting not only to her Huſband, but 
to ever body elſe that came near ber; but poor Mon- 
ſieur D' Eftival, whoſe Love had caſt a Miſt before his 
Eyes, except when ſome very flagrant ill Humour a 
little diſſipated it, was under no ſuch Apprehenſions; his 
Tenderneſs redoubled, and he was ail Tranſport at the 
News; the Pleaſure of being the Father of a legitimate 
Off pring, molt certainly exceeds all others; but, alas! 
full dearly did he pay for it————31l that the Coun- 
teſs's Imagination had ſuggeſted to her, was more than 
accompliſli d, and Madam D*Eftival immediately 
gave into ſuch Extravagancies, as one would think no 

'oman that was not totally deprived of Reaſon, could 
have been guilty of, 
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To ſay nothing of her Longings, which were for al- 
molt every thing to which ſhe could give a Name, whe- 
ther poſſible to be procured or not; ſhe affected to take 
Diſguſts ſometimes to ore Acquaintance, ſometimes to 
another, u hich mult accordingly be orbid the Houſe; till 
Monſieur D' Eival in time, was obliged to baniſh all 
his Friend — one Day all the Servants in general 
were diſcharged, and others taken in their Places, the 
next they were turned out again, and the former reſtored 
the Furniture of the Rooms were alſo continually 
changed, nothing vt pulling down and putting up—— 
ſelling one thing and buying ancther, which was no 
ſooncr f:xed, than it became as offenſive to her Eyes as 
that ſhe had exchanged for it in fine, always reſt- 
leis and impatient hertelf, ſhe tired every one about her; 
yet no one durit præſume to contradict her or complain. 

Monſicur ( Ejival was ready to comply with 
every fantaluck Whkim that came into her Head, and as 
he ſet the Fxaniple, all that belong'd to them were 
obliged to follow it. 

It would be endieſs to recite the many Ways ſhe in- 
vented to create Diſquiet, to whoever was ſo unhappy 
as to be in che way of it; but I cannet omit giving 
one irſiance of her Behaviour, which, indeed, may 
ferve as a 5yecimen of the reſt. 

Moniieur L*Ef//ival had been from his Youth ac- 
quainted with a Capuchin, a Nan, who being deſcended 


ot one of the beit Families in Provence, had renounced 


with the Gaieties of the World a very handſome Eſtate; 
and who for his great Learning, as wel as exemplary 
Life, was highly elteemed by all who had the Pleaſure 
of knowing him: To add to his other excellent 
Qualiftcations, he was a Man of ſingular Good-nature, 
and had nothing of that Aullerity, which inſtead of 
making Religion amiable, gives it a diſagreeable Air, 
rather forbidding than inviting to its Embraces. 

This Reverend Father, Monſieur D' Eftizal was fo 
unfortunate as to bring with bim Home one Day to 
Dinner, many Friends happened to be there at the ſame 
time, and every one was charm'd with the elegant or 

Cour tes 
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courſes he cntertain'd them with. The miichievous 
Madam D' Eftival, perceiving the high Reſpect paid to 
him, thought of nothing but how to turn the good 
Humour and Pleaſantry of this Company into Vexation. 
At laſt, as no one had more wicked Wit, ihe be- 
thought herſelf of the Means ; the Capuchin had a very 
long and venerable Beard, and the imagin'd, he was not a 
little fond of it, by his frequently ſtroaking it while he ha- 
rangu'd the Company; ſo as te was in the midit of a 
long Story, he had been requeited to relate, ſhe inter- 
rupted him, by pulling him by the Sleeve, and ſaying, 
Father Raphacl, how much longer do you deſign to 
wear that Beard the Abruptneſs of ſuch a Queſ- 
tion a little diſconcerted the good Man; but without 
ſeeming much moved, my Life, Madam, anſwer'd he, 
is in the Hands of the Almighty, who alone knows 
when he ſhall be pleaſed to reſume it. I talk 
not of your Life ; but of your Beard reſumed ſhe pee- 
viſhly ; I want to know if you are not tired with wear- 
ing it ſuch a length of Lime, and wou'd not be glad 
ſome Friend would rid you of it? No, Madam, ſaid 
he, little ſuſpecting her Deſign in aſking that Queſtion, 
I hope to preſerve it as wy as | live. am very 
certain I ſtall never conſent to part with it, and I 
ſcarce think any one will have the ill Manners, not to 
ſay Impiety, to attempt to deprive me of it by Force. 
Why not, cry'd Madam D'Eftival ? would you be 
leſs the venerable Man you are, without that odious 
Beard ? I am ſurpiized a Man of the good Senſe 
you are taken for, ſhould ie: your IIeart on Trifles. 
Montieur D' Eftival, the Counteſs, and all who knew 
the Temper of this Woman, trembled for the Conſequence 
of her ccncerning herſelf about the B ard; but, Father 
Raphael, who little ſuſpected what was in her Head, 
turning to ſome of the Company, was beginning to re- 
ſum e the Diſcourſe her impertinent Queſtion had cblig'd 
him to break off; when Madam D' Efival cryed out, 
well, I wiſh I had never ſeen that Beard. I am 
with Child, and it may be fatal to me, if I have not 


the bandling of that Beard. 
| Im poi 
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Impoſũble was it for the gravelt Perſon at the Table. 
to forbear laughing immoderately at theſe Words; but 
the poor Capuchin was both confounded and aſhamed ; 
however, his good Breeding got the better, and making 
a very low Bow, Madam, ſaid he, as much as I have 
hitherto priz d my Beard, I ſhould be now grieved to 
have ever worn it, if to the Prejudice of a Lady fcr 
wnom I have the utmoſt Eſteem 3; but as your Lady- 
ſhip's Deſires tend only to the handling it, I fce no Ne- 
ceſſity for its being cut oft to yield you that Satisfa. 
tion, ſince you are at liberty to treat it as you pieair, 
excluſive of the Razor. I hat's all I aſk, cry'd ſhe, 
and immediately roſe from ker Seat, and flood betur:: 
tie Caprchin, who preſente his Chin to her with all 
Humility. Every body wondering all the Lime what 
would be the Effect of to whimſical a Fancy. 

The Scene was certainly very diverting; you are ex- 
ceeding good, dear Father, cry'd Macam D EH . I 
have long'd theſe two Hours tor a pluck at that reve- 
rend Beard, and your Complaiſance gives me a new 
Life ; theſe Words were accompanied with a Look o 
maliciouſly arch, which together with the modeit Air 
tne Capuchin put on, as ſhe apprœach'd, ſet the whole 


Company into a loud Laugh; but when fre 
ſeized the Beard with ſuch an Eagernet:, as ii ſhe did nut 


deſign to let go her Graſp eaſily, they were not able to 
contain themlelve- ſhe tugg'd at it with a Vorce, 
which was not a little painful to the good Father, and 
render'd him little able to endure the Mlirth, he found 
her Behaviour excited; for the Love of Ged, Nladam, 
ſaid he, be more merciful, it you obige rac to gare in 
this manner, I ſtall have all the Owls about mz ily in- 
to my Mouth. 

This Piece of Wit made thoſe that laugl'd aſha med. 
that they had ſeemed diverted with the Humour of Ma- 
dam D* Efiival, but it had not the leaſt Effect on her; 
for having now the Command cf the favourite Beard, 
ſhe held it fait with one Hand, and with the other ba- 
gan to pull the Hairs up by the Roots, and that wich 
10 much Expedition, that Father Raphact net dean: 

You, II. NI b. 
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Put fie would demoliſh his whole Beard in the ſame 
mauer, Rar gem bs Seat, and endeavouring to diſ- 
engage lemielf, threw the Lady on the Floor; NMon- 
fer D* Ejiival, the Counte;:, aud, indeed, all in the 
F.GOM, ran to he her up, and enquired if ſhe was hurt; 
no, attwerce ſte, but 1 ſhall certainly expire, if I have 
t thñe Wwe hend torn up by the Reots. Had ary 
oO: been ditpod to gtatited her Humour in this Point, 
would have been f civic ; lor we Capuchin, reſent- 
c tlc I rcatunent Le id —_—= x ro foorer had his 
uin at Liberty, than hie very I rucenitly mace ail the 
Ane he ccuid out of the Room, with a fail Reiolution 
reer :o Come guin into a Place, ie he might be in 
danger ot ſceing Madam T 

thet Lady ro feoner perceived he had made his 
F fare, thin ße called to ler Huſband to run after 

1 

lim, end city being him back, or tear his Beard off; 
but zit Monat Ei Complatiance to her, could 
nut it lzerce unh % lar; ch Mich Ce fell into viclent 
ILxc' e matten, tene hin e was certain le deſired no- 
thit. g ib men a. te 4G ier trad '; and that he chcſe 
rotberito chere toad; u. r. : bats Wu to whom he 
had ſach greit Qfipoticns, Aol. . cur L* Efival re- 
monſ!raied to ker the ir;jz%ice of | her Pequeit, begg'd 
her to cor: (1; Ver. tit us tie Fatlier Was reiolsed net to 
put with his Rente; bow utachtcralle it wand be to 
f-rce him to it; auen that tesdes it might be of very 
ill Conſequence, ib bier a Noler ce of that Natute to 
a Perſon of kis Ord, 1. 41 u. Was ſo gre ly 2 Teced 
by the Church, The thc ld mech the fame 
things, and ail the Company Julned with them, to beg 
her to think no mote of thi: unlucky Beard ; but no- 
thing was ECn-:ctua! to ap Pen. e ker ; fe von ed ſhe would 
ſooner deitroy hericlf and the Ch. . le wes pregnant 
with, than be diſappointed in a thing fre had io mech 
jet her Heart upon; and that if ſhe 1985 not have the 
Beard, the leaſt Atonement Ler Illeſoud could make 
her, was to revenge her cn the brutal Caprch'a, who 
lad net only denied the gratifying an Inclination fo 
natural to Women with Chi.; but tad alſo, without any 


Fe- 


* fa ws „ 
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Reſpe& due to her Birth, Sex or Cond:t.5n, oppoſe 
his Stiength againlt her Weaknels, and inrown ner va 
the Ground. 

Thus what at firſt ſeem'd only a Maticr of Ku! 
cule, had like to have to have turned _ or the moi 
ſerious Conſcquence to Monſieur D' Efivet ; for being 
pre vail'd vpon by his WV ite. to proſecute Father Nef bei. 
tor an Aſlau't, he was near bei ing caſt with the Lois Gt 
all le was worth in the World. The Caput an 
over France, took the part of their Brother, | ard tir: 
Fcelei z Hical Court gave it entirely on tueir Side; 1 
that had nct the Friends of D E/! val mice 2 very 
powerful Intereſt, he wou'd ho ve repented as lerg ns} e 
lived, the enge ging in an Afftir, which was chiy par- 
cond in Conſideration of Eis Wife being frontick „ ond 
who it was allcdged, had tepreſented to him the Hi ts 
ſhe pretençed to have received, in a wanter different 
from the Truth. 

Soon after this was corcluded, Miadam P' fi! 
brought a Son into che Wor'd, who was born without a 
Pearu, though ſome, to humour her, lad termed to ar. 
pretend t!.c contrary 


Her Huſhand tcoiced cx- 
tremeF at this Bleſiing tiom Haven, ſtattering lamte. 
that he was now at the End of all his 'ircub'es, and 
that his Wiſe now mode à alotter, won come to u 
more jul vay ct th; aking. and ge him no farther Oe— 
cation to Curie the Ceremony that united them; but Lc 
wes ladly miſtaken. a very mort time convuced hin, 
that there was no Eud of his Iliſery with a Woman of 
her len emper. 

One of the fiſt Places ſue aprem'd in aſter her geirg 
abroad was at the Celebration of a Wedding. a yours 
Lady one of ber molt intimate Friencs was married to 
a Ccunt; and tle Theughts of being ot] o:d to give 
Place to the Eride, who was before ber inferior, wie 
this reſtleſs V/cman quite bride herielf, and nat hig 
new would ferve ber, but being made a Nlarchierets, 
that ſhe might till preſerve her Procedence. 

What a new and unforieen indien was this to Mens 
leur L Efliz«l, he endeavoured to Convince hier, ti; 
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ſe cuglit not to indulge ſo inconientent an Ambition, 
told ber that his Eltate was too ſmail to ſupport the 
Dignity of bach a Title; and that as he had never been 
in the Army, he ſhould be look'd upon as mad to ſo!!:- 
cite ſuch an Thom bur. On this the flew into an Extre- 
mity © Rage, repro :c1'd him with having demean'd 
hericlf by marrying him, and faid, that as ſhe brought 
him a large F fate, the vould have Part of it ſo'd to 
bay a Marguiſatc it was in vain that the Coun- 
tees her Mothet: ard al the Relations on Lota Sides, 
vic tl.cir utmoſt Efforts to get this Wim ont of her 
Licad ; rothing would facify her, ſhe raved, 
thi owes things 2bout the Houſe, broke all that came 
cir her, ard, in fue, bellaved like a Creature quite 
coprized of Rente n; but, Alont:eur LZ* Eftival, ſtiil 
continuing ine bie, fie had recevrie to Artifice, fell 
into. Pre: enced its 5 ign'd ($1 Lercetf lick, did all that 
* iliul, wicked Weman coud, but all to no Effect; 
which ſhe at length perceiving, ſie reſolved to be re- 
venged, and to that a Wes liifted her Reſentment, 
RX tem ed to grow eaſy in her Mind, and to have entiely 

gat all that had pad: In tle mean time was form. 
jg a Stratagem, which had not Fortune aſſiſted her 
1 utband in the Diſappointment of, muſt have been his 
1c ntion. 

| *appening to be wiking one Morning in a fire 
eren adiacent to the Caitle, he met one of his Te- 
ants crofivg ba lily 3:20 the Road; ona Rlonſicur 
DF 9 4s bidd L218 him G2 20dem orrow with his ac— 
„ite, A Fehilitv, tue Feiow lock'd earneſtly at him, 
; 16 iv. H troubled what's the Nlatier, ſaid DEV. 
8 has ary Airfurtwre belallen you? The other 

te 25 the whole Country did, the Diſpoſition of 
dam Ii g, cod not ſorbear replying ; I know 
„et whether What has ha ap pened to me juil Low, is for 
1: g er ill, er hat Con.equence my acquainting 
Vu with it may occilien ; but 1 cannot forbeur 
ing vou krow, I am ſent by ycur Lady to put a 
le tel 15to the Pot, with a ſtrict Cnarge not to tell any 
bevy ef it; it being ſac ys of fuck Mement, that ſhe 
l durſt 
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durſt not truſt the Care of it to any Servant ſhe has. 
Now, continued the Peaſant, methinks, you be- 
ing her Huſband ſhould not be a Stranger to the Con- 
tents, and if you think fit I ſhould carry it, I will male 
the beſt of my way, otherwiſe I think it is but hone:: 
to put it into your Hands. 

Monſieur D' Eid al. as he had reaſon, doubted no: 
Lut there was ſome Myſtery contain'd in it, which it 
would be highly proper for him to unra vel. — 
took the Letter, bidding the Man return to the Lad, 
and tell her he had punctually obeyed hier Commands, 
and at the ſame time gave him a Lege D'Or in re— 
compence of his Fidelity; exacting alſo from him, that 
he ſhou!d never divulge, either that he had been en- 
truſted with ſuch a Letter by her, or in what manner he 
had diſpoſed of it; all this the Fellow aſſured him of per- 
forming, and, indeed, was as good as his Word, Nlon- 
ſieur D* Eftival being as much beloved, as his Wife was 
the contrary. : 

This perplex'd Huſband was no ſooner alone, than te 
began to examine the Letter; the very Superſcription ot 
which had reaſon to alarm him, it being addreſſed to 
the firſt Miniſter of State; but infinitely more was he 
ſo, when after breaking the Seal, he found the Content» 
as follows. 


The L ET T E R. 


. My Lord, 
2 OTHING could atel gige for the Prefurftiin of 


encroaching on Moments fo precious as yours ; but tle 

Juſt Concern of a Sail ful Nite, for the Henaur and Saft- 
ty of a moſt beloved Huſband. I haze recti 
certain Intellizence that Monſieur D'FEvtival, tat Huj- 
band who is fa trul; dear to me, has acceftA of an Of » 
made to him, to engace in a Foreign Service, and is now 
on the Paint of | aving the Ling dom. F know nit «1 
avhat Mali ves he has been preval'd upon, tf [ror ve tt 20% 
NI 3 Fs 
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7 Bir te dee, tis Kina ard Country, and the Afectian 
tr wn pretended ta bFife, io has made his Fortune; 
„, un lid, its. a he æxill <ery fon guit all that 
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J am, 
4 Lord, 
With ti: zreateſt Reſpe2, 
Your Lordſhip 's 
I humble and 
my? obedient Scrœart 


A. D'E,TIvAI. 


* * . 
exe} a” \ chm D' ?ival had done to convince 
. the) NMiltcnevoutels of ker PYioofiion, 
I.. er have believed without this Teilincin; 


under i. own Han, that it would heve carried her to 
lech enormous Lengths Ile peicekhed now that 
har Oc. zn was to get him cenſued, ard inal while he 
was iv, having the Nauagemzeat of FR F. Ha“ in ker 
oon IIimds, the would try all Methods Gf uten 
Ambition. Ali the P:mairs of Lare, whica. he 
hitherto pleated fo ſucceſsfully in her Pebelf tte ia“ 
vile tion dilipaicd, and he ca.: 2 N . 
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making him@f eaſy ce for all, Which could be done 
no ether xa thin b an cterna! & paraton, 

For this Purpaſe * imitated her Exam: 'e, ennce.'c:l 
his Reientment, amen! in As etion ne no longer 
ſeit, and pretending the fudden Leath of a Fele tian 
called him to 42, took Poſt the nent Day, and went 
to Fer ſaills, vine being adn 'fted te the Riner, be 
laid open his Gritvance, "and to xievent the Ef of 
any futurs Letter ſhe might ſend, produced that x Eich 
he had intercepted, ———The 8, ofen aa, id as le 
Was in Stratagem. Was amaze to bud 10 much Artikce 
in a Female Beat; and after being perſt & y com mic d 
of the Nite ceuce of Mor ſ.e ar LE Ei cal, granted lian 
bis Protection. 

IIe next Step took by this unbappy Tluſbend, ugs 
to apply to Parliament for a Separation, which he eat 
obtaiu'd on ewing tne Leer, and Proving it to be lis 
W:':'s Hand. 

Madam D' Eſftival \ in the mean ume was not idle, aud 
though i it was not in her power to prevent him from ca. 
rying his Point in this particular, ſte was no lets lac- 
ceſsful in another: As he, irfituated by his Love, had 
acknowledg'd i in the Marr: age- Articles, a larger Dower 
than he in reality received, in O:der as it was pretended 
by the Counteſs, to give the Match a greater Air in the 
Family; ſhe ſuel in ber Turn for a Separation of 
E ſtates real and perſonal ; alledging that her Huſband 
was a Gameter and 1 Prodign! 2 and would ſquander a- 
way what belong'd to her and her Son. Al tie 
Relations of her Vatier's fide, ee t theme ves obliged 
to ſupport this Caaſe, and as they we'e ve. powerful, tlelr 
Intereſt carried it; and Mienſtear DES. val, was of Blitz 4 
to refund all he had recerv'\l at tar. g. 2. and ty fei wi 
own Eſtate, to make up the pretended Dotu.eu ory —— 
a ſad Warning to all \fen, how thLey Cepend fo moch 
on the Love of a Woman {1 bre then, as not tu fecue 
ſc NN to themſelves in Caſe tle f ide ſliauld tan 
anfizur D' EA, however. d. 4 not appear great- 

Iy rho zecled, the * ons? lle had {oli in fe procured him 
much Favour fre the ditinguituns and tray _ wor- 
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thy Miniſter, that he has ſince given him a handſome 
Employment ; on the Salary of which he lives, and 
with with more real Comfort, than he did in his late 


Grandeur, with a Woman of ſuch a vile Humour, as 
was that of his Wife. 


Thus did my Mother conclude her Hiſtory ; and I 
annot ſay, on reflecting how much I had ſuffer'd from 
the Cruelty and Malice of that Lady, that I was forry ihe 
had proved to a!l the World, what I but too well knew 
ſhe was. 

After this we fell into Converſation of ſeveral who 
lived in the Neighbourhood, and as my Mother natu- 
rally loved talking, ſhe entertained me with many things, 
which I knew as well as herſelf, having happen'd be- 
fore I left her ; but this ſhe was ignorant of, and thought 
ſhe did me a Pleaſure; by Accident having mention'd 
the Financier, who was the preſent Lord of the Village, 


L entreated ſhe would give me his Hiſtory ; which the 


did, beginning with his Intentions of marrying one of 
her Daughters, and the Occaſion of breaking off the 
Match; but that Part my Readers are already ac- 
quainted with, ſo I ſhall omit all my Mother faid of 
it, and come to where ſhe mentioned his purchaſing 
tne Lordſhip of the Village, and his Behaviour fince his 
living at the Caſtle ; which ſhe did with a Bitterreſs, 
which was not uſual with her; but I ſoon learned the 
Occaſion of it in theſe Words. 


A Merry Adventure of A,, e GRI- 
PART, Cor in, aud bis I 2e. 


Never had but three Children, ſaid my . t 

Daughters, and a Son who died yourg———— 
Eldeſt of my Girls it was whom I have inform'd your 
Ladyſhip, was very near being the Bride of Monteur 
Gripart; the youngeſt, who though not altogether 1» 
beautiful as her Sitter is accounted very amiable 3 fi: 
married one Calin a Farmer, but a young \Jan of tolle: 
rable good Senſe, and very honel: they love end! 
other, and I have the Satisſaction to lee they live toge- 
ther with more Harmony and true Comfort, than is fe- 
quently the Portion of the Great, For ſome Nlorths 
aſter their Marriage they remain'd with vs, and it was 
during that time, that Monheur Crart became Pro- 
prictor of the Cattle. He had not been long 11 
the Neighbourhood before he became ridiculous by his 
Amours, which were ſometimes with his own Servants, 
and, indeed, he behaved with ſo much Indecency to a-; 
the young Women that came in his way, that his Pig: 
ſence was avoided with Deteſtation. All who were 
truly modeſt, or deſired to be thought ſo, fled when. 
ever he appear'd, and ſhunn'd him like Infection. 

He was, indeed, very complaiſant to our Famiiy, 
thouga the Inducement he had to it, was far from bein; 
gueis'd at by us. le ſent for my Huſbind, an! 
having heard he once had the Care of the Caitle-Gar- 
Lens, Told him, that if he would undertake the lame lia 
fines again, he would allow him the ſame Wages bal 
been formerly paid by the Counteſs De N Tus 
Propoſal was too advantageous not to be accepted hits 

11 5 aa 


250 The Hirtucus Pillager; or 


Joy 3 bit my Huſband declined living their altogetbher 
on the Account of his Family; but went at Five & Clock 
erty Morning, and returned at Eight at Night. 

As ſoon as Mor ſieur Gripart had thus ſecured Jo/r 
, who he knew very well was not to be impoſed 
won jn any thing, where the Virtue or Reputation of 
ese belor ging to him were concern'd; he came very 
#ften to our Ilouſe un er varicus Pretences, ſometimes 
cCefiring to reſt himte t. being, ke would ſay, fatigued 
with waikivo ; at others, call to |;now if we could 1e- 
commend a Servant to him for ſuch or ſuch a Place — 
it frit he fpoke indifferent'y to me, and to my Daugh- 

r; but after coming a few times he tock more upon 
hi im, and began to be more free with her, than was be- 
Caining to a married W oman, and at laſt told her in 
p'ain 'Ferms that he was in love with her; as ſhe 
is, Heaven be praiſed, very viitaous, ſhe rejected this 
Declaration with the Diſdain it merited, and ſolemnly 
proteſted, if he ever ofter'd to talk to her any more on 
That Subject, ſhe would complain to her Huſband and the 
Curate, 

Gritert was too much 2 Coward, to be willing to 
cope with ſo luſty and reſolute a Fellow as Cel», "and 
too covetous to be willing to come under the Rebuke 
of the Church, which ſeldom pardons without making 
tze Nelinquent pay pretty dear fur his Offence ; fo pro- 
miſed he would be mere diſcreet for the fans, and 
bezg'd ſhe would not betray kim; ſte conſented to be 
fil-nt on that Condition, though lets fer his fake than for 
her Huſband's Peace, who ſhe knew to be a little in- 
c ined to Jealouty ; 5u*, the Firancier, was either 
too much cnamoured, or too tooliſh to keep nis Word; 
and as he durit not ipeak to her any more. ne contrived 
a Scheme by which he hoped to compais his Lelign, 
wi hout expuling bimtelf to any Danger. 

Ele knew that Cælu went every Wei to a ſmol 
Town about four Leagues didance to fell his Corn, mul 
and that he rever came back the ſome ght; but was 
often hlig'd to fiay two or three Days away, and on 
this Abicrce he founded his Preject. 


Towards. 
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Towards the Evening cf one Day, that my Son-in- 
Law was gone on his accuſton.'d Buſ:ne's ; CVipart lent a 
Peaſant, whom by Bribes he made his Creature, to my 
Daughter I 1eznember we were juit going tu 
Supper, when the Fellow came in a vaii Hurry, and 
told her ſhe mult go u ith hin immediately, that Co: 
had fallen from his Horſe, and being et Mood vas 
obliged to (tay at a Farin-Houſe in the RoaJ, ſo dehted 
ſhe would malte all the haſte ſhe could to him ; in order 
to go on with the Waggon early the next Rlorning, to 
ſell the Corn for lim. My pur Girl, nat in the leait 
ſuſpecting the "Truth of wait was told her, gut up be- 
hind the Meſſenger, and truſled entirely to kim to con- 
duct her. 

It was two Flours after Dark when ſhe arrived at the 
Place, where ſhe expected to have found her Huſband ; 
but where in reality the baſe Grifert was Waiting for her, 
now imagining himſelf ſure ef his Prey 3; havirg, in- 
deeil, laid ſuch a Scheme for her Ruin, as nothing coud 
have prevented from takir g Effect. but the Interpoſition 
of the all merciful and ever watchful Providence. 

This Farm Houle, as the vile Tool of his Deſigus 
call'd it, was no other than a little obſcure Inn, where 
the meaner ſort of Travellers uſed ſometimes to bait : 
Grifart, to avoid being expoſed, in Caſe any Dise proint- 
ment ſhould happen. di: Suiſed himſelf like a plain Coun- 
try man, and had invented a Story plauſib'e enough, to 
make the People of the Houſe of his Party: He to'd 
them, that being married to a yours Weman for weben 
he had a very great Aﬀſe eciion, he had of late heard 
{ome Stories, which m2de him fearful her Conduct was 
not ſuch as it ought to be; but that not beiny willing to 

condemn her on a baue Report; he was refulved to mats: 
tryal of her, and ty that En]! had pretended to $2 
a Journey, that tie might think her! elf at [ 'berty to 
act as the pleated ; and that he had n a0 v. {ent for ker io 
tome there, inthe Name of the Perſon with whoa uit 
was ſuſpected the had too great ag [otimcy --—- , 
laid the wicked Get, If Or? cones t ve been con 

vinchg Proof of her Infidelity, 2rd it ſhe 2efuies L 
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ball know to give the lye to thoſe who have ſpoke ill 
of her. 

The Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Houſe approved very 
much cf his Proceeding, and on his telling them that, 
perhaps, his Wife on fnding ſhe was diſcovered, would 
cry out; they aſſured him, that neither themſelves nor 
any of their Family ſliould interfere between them, if he 
had a mind to correct her, it was none of their Buſine(:— 
and that they ſhould not be againſt his bringing her back 
to ker Duty. Thus was every Obſtacle, that could 
be forſeen, removed from hindring the Perpetration of 
his biack Attempt. 

Colin in the mean time happening to meet ſome Offi- 
cers, who were employed in furniſhing Proviſions for the 
Army, and on the Watch for the Corn-Waggons, ex- 
petting to buy ſomewhat cheaper than in the Market 
fold all his Wheat to them, and after drinking toge- 
ther, was on his return Home, overjoyed that he had 
Ciſpatch'd his Buſineſs ſo ſoon. And deſign'd only to bait 
a little by the way, and then travel all Night, that he 
might reach the Village by the next Morning. 

The Inn where he ſtopp'd for Refreſhment, was the 
very ſame where Monſieur Griart waited for my 
Daughter, and on his Arrival, found his Horſes were 
too much tired, the Waggon being that Day more than 
ordinarily heavy loaded, to go any further; ſo on the 
Waggoner's Perſuaſions, he conſented to yield to Neceſ- 
ſity, and to lie there all Niglit. 

He was fitting drinking with his Man by the Fire- 
ſide, when my Daughter came in: He was ſurprized to 
tee her, but ſhe, who expected him there, ran directly 
to him, and throwing her Arms about his Neck, ask'd 
him how he found himſelf, and faid he was in the 
wrong, not to be Bed aſter ſuch an Accident. 

W'nat Accident, cry'd he, what do you mean? 
aur Words are as my ſterious to me, as the ſiglit of you 
„t this time of Night, and ſo far from Home? Good 
God! fail ſhe, did you not fall from your Horſe? 


e you not bruifed very much, and oblig'd to be let 
did you nut fend Forn Bibart the Vine- 
Dreſſer 


odd ?. 


Virgin's Victory. "ay 
Dreſſer to bid me come to you in all haſte ?P——Prithee, 
continued ſhe, turning to the Man that brought her, who 
thought was juſt behind her, what did you mean by 
telling me ſuch an untruth ? But ſhe might have ſpared 
herſelf the trouble of aſking this Queſtion the Fellow 
on his entrance, ſeeing Colin, thought he ſhould make 
but a bad Figure in this Bufineſs if he were examined, ſo 
ran out of the Houſe as faſt as he could. 

Colin conſidered a little on it, and was convinced in 
his Mind, that this Contrivance to get his Wife abroad 
could not be made for nothing, and was reſolved to 
fathom the Bottom of it if poſſible ; in order to which he 
bid her fit down, while he went to watch what would 
enſue at the Gate no body here knows us, ſaid he, 
nor has heard what paſt between us at your coming in, 
ſo when I am gone, you may aſk if there is no Company, 
or if they don't expect ſome body here, and by that 
means it's poſſible we may find out ſomething. My 
Daughter no leſs anxious than himſelf, promiſed to do 
her Part, and as ſoon as he was gone out of the Room, 
called for the Woman of the Houſe, and enquired of her 
according to her Huſband's Directions, but was anſwered 
by her, that having been abroad herſelf ſhe could not 
ſay any thing to the Matter ; but if ſhe pleaſed ſhe 
would ſee. On this my Daughter obſerved ſhe went up 
Stairs, and ſoon after came down again, which as ſoon 
as ſhe was, ſhe whiſpered in her Ear, and bid her go up 
the Party was above very well, cried my Daugh- 
ter, and immediately tripped up Stairs, where ſhe was 
met by the wicked Gripart, who catch'd her in his 
Arms, crying now my pretty Peaſant I will be reven 
on you, ſor all your Coyneſs————ſhe ſhrieked out, 
but as he had prepared the People, her Cries would 
have little availed, had not Colin, who ſuffered nothin 
of what paſſed to eſcape him, .flew to her Relief, fol- 
lowed by his Man both armed with Cudgels, which they 
did not fail to exerciſe with all their Might, on the 
Arms, Back, Legs, and every Part of the intended 
Raviſher, who fell upon his Knees, Legging for Mercy, 

but 
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bat in vain ; Colin would not be prevailed upon to 
deſiſt till he was no leſs weary with giving Blows, than 
the Criminal was fore with receiving them ———— 
then leaning to reſt himſelf on his Cudgel, after loading 
Gripart with all the opprobrious Names he cou!d invent, 
he bethought himſelf. of yet a farther Revenge, which 
was to bind him Hand and Foot, and in that Poſture 
carry him before the Curate, to be puniſhed as the eccle- 
fiaſtick Court ſhould determine————this was much 
more terrible to Gripart than all he had ſuffered :—— 
he begged Colin not to carry Things ſo far as that, 
and offered a handſome Sum of Money, to be let depart 
quietly away; but C:/ir, who took a Pleaſure in tormen- 
ting him, would not ſeem to know him, tho” he did fo 
from the Moment he came up, and cried, you do well 
to think to impoſe upon me -u ere ſhould ſuch 
a Clown as you have the Gold you talk of? in 
fine, he made ſuch a Jeſt of him, and at the ſame Time, 
appeared ſo poſitive in complaining to the Curate, that 
Gripart was at laſt obliged to acknowledge who he was, 
beg Colin's Pardon in his own Name, and entreat him 
to accept of his Propoſal, which with ſome ſeeming 
Difficulty he was at laſt prevaile4 on to take, and 
with that Money ſoon after brought a Farm, on which 
they now live in a comfortable manner. 

Since this Adventure, Monſieur Gripart has behaved 
with more Decency to Women in gener:!, and I dare 
Anſwer is ſufficiently cured of his Paſſion for my Daughter, 
who he now treats Wherever he ſees her with a great deal 
of Reſpect, as alſo her Huſband, not diring to do 
any thing to diſoblige them for fear they ſuduld ex- 

ſe him. 

My Mother concluded her little Narrative, with 
telling me it was on the Account of his Curioſity con- 
cerning me, that ſhe had given ine this Account of his 
Diſpoſition, in order that 1 might be upon my Guard. 

I thanked her for her kind Caution, thu! ſh2 was far 
from imagining how lit:'e need there was of it, being 
reſol ved to avoid as much as poſhb'e, a Man whoin 1 

I | knew. 
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knew but too well, and who, even tho' he ſhould no: 
r2member me for what I was, might take it into his 
Head to be troubleſome to me in the Perſon I aſſumed. 
The next Day I received my Goods, which Monſieur 
Melicourt had fent me, and with them a Letter, which 
cautioned me to be extremely careful how I ſaw any 
Strangers. He told me that the old Marquis was 
outrageous at my Flight that he had diſpatched 
Perſons all over the Kingdom to learn News of me, and 
to encourage their Diligence had offered a large Sum ot 
Money, as the Reward of him who ſhould be ſucceſsful 
enough to find me Melicourt expreſt his Appre- 
henſions of my being diſcovered, and the Effects of the 
old Marquis's Reſentment to me, if ever I ſhould fall 
into his Hands, after having thus diſappointed his Ex- 
pectations He informed me alſo, that ſuppoſing 
his Son was privy to my Departure, he intended to 
write to him, in order to compel him to diſcover 
the Place of my Retreat, or by his refuſing Com- 
pliance with that Command, to baniſh him for ever 
from his Preſence. How terrible this Intelligence was 
to me, any one who loves, and has ſuch Reaſon to fear 
for the beloved Object, may eaſily imagine——— Meli- 
court, however, aſſured me, that the Marquis, in ſpite 
of his Indignation, expreſt a Concern, that I had not 
taken the Toylet with me, and faid he was very un- 
happy in being ſo little known to me————that he 
would by no means iufter the fets I had left behind me 
to be ſold, in order to make up the Money he had be- 
ſtowed upon me ind adde, that ſince he knew 
not where to fend them to me at preſent, he would 
order them to be ſecured for me till I ſhould be Leard 
of. | 
In fine, all that Melicaurt wrote, convinced me that 
the old Marquis's Quarr-l to me, was only occaſioned 
by my Departure, and that his Paſſion for me was not 
in the lealſt abated—————=tkis, tho' it defended me 
from all Apprehenſions ot being cruelly treated by him, 
if he fhoald ünd me out, gave me others , a more 
dreadful 
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dreadful Nature, on the Score of being loved too 
much. 

The little Furniture which came down, occaſioned 
much Diſcourſe in the Village, it conſiſted of Plate, in- 
laid Cabinets, and ſome other Toys in an elegant Taſte, 
and which had an Air of Grandeur my Father 
and Mother could not ſufficiently expreſs their Admira- 
tion, and my Aunt, who took a great Pride in the Honour, 
as ſhe thought it, of belonging to me, told the Neigh- 
bours that this was nothing to what I had at Paris. I 
was ſometimes very much diverted with her repeating 
to me what the People ſaid of me; but there was things 
ſhe informed me of, which made me ſee I ought to be 
extremely circumſpect, if I intended to avoid giving 
Suſpicion who I was. 

She told me that her Siſter, meaning my Mother, 
could never look upon me without the Palpitation of the 
Heart ; that the more ſhe ſaw me, the more ſhe thought 
me like that Daughter of whom 1 had heard them 
ſpeak, and of whom they could not hear the leaſt News, 
but that I never reſembled her ſo much as when I was in 
an Undreſs ; and on my Father's ſaying he thought indeed 
there was a diſtant Likeneſs, but far from what ſhe 
fancied, ſhe had told him, that ſhe would convince him 
by bringing him up on ſome Pretence into my Cham- 
ber before J was out of Bed. 

This Hint was very uſeful to me, and to bring them 
off from any Notions of the Truth, from this Time I 
dreſſed every Morning as I uſed to do at Verſailles, and 
Paris; and tho' I had never made uſe of any Art before, 
I now put ſome Red upon my Cheeks, to take of the 
natural Paleneſs, or rather too great Delicacy of my 
Completion. I wore it Day and Night, fo that it 
paſſed for the good Effects of the Country Air render- 
ing me more robuſt and healthy, and took away great 
Part of that Reſemblance I ſo much dreaded, ſhould 
firſt or laſt diſcover me. 

There was one thing that gave me a great deal of 
Pain how to behave in; I had been in the Village now 
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twelve Days, and had never once been at Church; 
the Excuſe of bad Health would no longer paſs current, 
when I looked ſo roſy, and beſides, it was a Duty 
which I thought I ought not on any Motive to diſ- 
penſe with Heaven, ſaid I, to myſelf, can 
conceal me from the moſt inquiſitive Eyes, when 
Piety obliges me to be ſeen, and tho' I were to hide 
me under the Earth, could alſo betray me io 
that to the ſame Providence which has hitherto vouch- 
ſafed to protect me, will I ſtill truſt, fearing nothing ſo 
much as rendering myſelf unworthy of it. | 

This Reflection determined me to go the next Sunday 
to Church, but as I did not doubt that my Intentions 
would be a Secret, and conſequently a great Number 
of People would be there to ſee me, I dreſſed myſelf in 
one of the richeſt Gowns I had, that I might appear 
as little like my real ſelf as poſſible————1 alſo put on 
a Hood very forward to conceal a good Part of my 
Face, and went along with my Head declined as 
looking on the Ground, ſo that it was very difficult to 
get a full View of my Face. | 

What I had imagined was true ; the Church was 
crowded not only with Pariſhioners, but alſo with a vaſt 
many Strangers, I went up to the Women's Benches, 
which were immediately cleared by thoſe who were there 
before me ; but I obliged them to reſume their Places, 
and I could hear them whiſper to one another, that I 
was as affable as fair ſo infinitely were they 
charmed with what ſeemed ſo great a Condeſcenſion in 
me. 

But I was not ſuffered to remain long in the Place I 
had made choice of=——— ia Verger came to me in the 
Name of the Lord of the Village to invite me to his 
Chapel, I anſwered him that I liked my Situation very 
well, and tho' I thanked him for his Civility, defired 
to ſtay where I was. The Meſſenger left me at theſe 
Words, but Monſieur Gripart then came himſelf, and 
told me he could not bear to ſee a Lady of my Appear- 


ance ſo incommodiouſly placed, and proteſted, that if I 
perſiſted 
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perſiſted in refuſing 1s Reque t, he would i neel don 
by me on the Favement. 

His coming to me in this manner, Cir wore than 
ever the Eyes of the who!e Aſſembly upon me, and to 
put an end to it, I thought it beſt to comp'y; fo pieſent- 
ing my Hand, permitted him to lead me to his Chapel, 
where I heard Maſs without making ay aller to 
the Compliments, with which he endeavoured tu inter- 
rupt my Devotion. 

He was over and above ſollicitous in acquittirg him- 
ſelf poli:ely, and as his Quality was bit of a mort 
Date as well as my own, I cou'd not he'p iimi.'ng to 
myleif at the Cercmonies that paſſæd between us 
When Mais was over he made me an Offer ef his Coach 

to carry me Home; but as my Ledging was not above 
an hurdred Paces from the Church, I told him I choſe 
to walk, ar.d indeed it would have been ridicalous to 
have done otherwiſe, even if I had had a Coach of my 
own at Jeaſt, ſaid he, I beg your Lady ſhip 
will do me the honour to ſce the Caltie, I can aſſure 
you the Gardens are pleaſant and well deſigned, 
Fohn B where you lodge was the Contriver of 
them ; beſides, Madam, continued he, our Country- 
Maids dance in the Avenues, and may afford you ſome 
Diverſion. I thanked him for his obliging Invitation, 
but begged to be excuſed, ſaying that it was my Deter- 
mination to go no where except to Church ; but I ſhould 
not ſo eaſily have got rid of his Importunities, if the 
Curate had not joined Company with us, as we were 
talking; I could eafily perceive there was ſome Miſun- 
derſtanding between them, for Monſieur Gripart imme- 
diately tock his leave and went into his Coach, and 1 
afterwards heared that good Prieit had very ſeverely re- 
primanded him on Account of his looſe Behaviour, 
which made him afterwards net very ealy in his 
Company. 

He addreſſed himſe!f to me with a great deal of 
Reſpect, and told me he had taken great Notice of my 
Behaviour during Divine Service, that I was a Pattern, 
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which he ſhould rejoice to find his whole Congregation 
erdeavour to imitate, and that as the M:.ers of 
People of Condition, had for the moſt Part an influence 
over the mexrer ort, he hoped mine would loſe nothing 
of their Force. I anſyered this Compliment with the 
Humility due to his Pur ion, and had no ſconer done 
ſo than my Father and Mother ame up to us, and 
after ſaying ſome hanifome T:ivgz on the honour 
they had of having me for a Ledger, he deſired they 
would uſe all the Intcreit they had with me, to prevail 
on me to dine with kim that Dey Ile told me, 
that he had a Neice who was ding with impatience do 
ſce a Lady, who'e Praiſes ſhe had heard from the Mouth 
of every body in the Village my Fither and 
Mother ſeconded his Requeſt, and I was fo beſet on all 
fide:, that notwithſtanding my Relolution, I was 
obliged to comply. The Curate appeared infinitely 
ſa tisfed and thought he had Reaſon to be more fo, as I 
had refuſed the ſame Favour to the Lord of the Village, 
and when we came to his Houſe, the Neice he men- 
rioned, who was a very agreeable young Woman, 
received me with the greateſt Complaiſance and 
Reſpect. 

The Carate, who little imagined I was that Feanctta, 
whom the Marquis De L———. had ſent Dubois 
t enquire after, as mentioned in the beginning of theſe 
Memoirs, had a very great Curioſity to know who I was, 
and hearing I was called Madam De Mainville, ſaid to 
me at we were at Table, I once knew a Gentleman 
named Monſieur De Mainville who belonged to the Sea, 
perhaps, MIidam, he might be a Relation to you. 

1en4!v perceived he introduced this Diſcourſe in order 
to £1125ver by my Anſwer ſomewhat concerning me, ſo 
ws entirely on my Guard, and beſeeched he would nat 
. b.ige me to enter into Converſation, which would re- 
mind ms of the lots of a beloved Huſband. 

"Pas Keply of mine agiceing exactly with the Ac- 
coun me Aunt Fed given, that I was always lamenting 
for zu: Dea n of my Huſband, obliged him out of goa 
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Manners to talk of other Things ; but I, who wanted 
very much to be at home, for fear of any Accident hap- 
pening to betray me, appeared ſo much dejected, and 
counterfeited ſo deep a Melancholy, that he was ex- 
tremely troubled at having occaſioned, as he imagined, 
ſo great a change in me. 

I was juſt about to take my leave when Calin and his 
Wife came in; as I had never ſeen my Siſter ſince my 
coming,and was eafily perſuaded to fit a Moment longer, 
that I might have the pleaſure of being in her Com- 
. pany, but indulging this natural Affection occaſioned 
me ſome Alarms, and convinced me that the Paſhon ct 
Love is ſtronger than the Tenderneſs of Conſanguinity. 
Colin, who had felt that Paſſion for me, had 
my Features more deeply imprinted in his Memory than 
in that of e:ther my Father, Mother, or Siſter. 
He looked upon me with Aſtoniſnment, and cried out, 
I am ſure I have ſeen that Face before That 
may poſſibly be true, replied I, with an Air of Reſerve 
and 4 which awed him, and I believe made him 
repent his Abruptneſs, for he hung down his Head and 
| ſpoke no more. I could not help however being terribly 
confuſed, which the Company taking as Reſentment 
for his ill Manners, my Father, Mother, and Siſter 
thought they could never make ſufficient Apologies for 
him———=-the Curate and his Neice alſo aſked Pardon 
for him, and I was obliged to proteſt I thought of it no 
more, before they could be eaſy. 

All this took up ſo much Time, that the Bell-rung 
for Veſpers, on which I came away, the good Prieſt 
and his Neice would fain have engaged me to return 
after Prayers were over, and paſs the Evening, but I 
excuſed myſelf, pretending I had Letters to write, and 
could not poſſibly do myſelf that pleaſure. 

His Neice came the next Day to pay her Compli- 
ments, I received her with all imaginable Affability, 
but was very reſerved, ſo ſhe ſtayed but a ſhort Time. 
Soon after I invited her, and her Uncle to dine with 
me, and having paid that Debt, evaded any farther 
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meeting. all my Behaviour made it evident I 
did not care for Company, and at length I was not im- 
Fortuned on that ſcore. 

If the fear of Diſcovery had not given me juſt Rea- 
ſon to avoid Company, the trouble I was in, would 
have made me deſirous of Solitude——>>——a Month was 
now paſt over ſince I left Paris, and I had received 
no Letter from the Marquis, and the various Appre- 
henſions that perpiexed m# on this ſcore, rendered me 
as unfit for :ociety as unwilling to come into it 
I was all in Tears one Morning, when my Mother 
came into my Chamber, to tell me a Man on Horſe- 
back aſked to ſpeak with me, but would not alight till 
he knew if I were at home and alone————a ſudden 
Trembling, with a Pain mix'd with Pleaſure, ſeized me at 
hearing what ſhe ail -= fancied he came from 
the young Marquis, and at the ſame Time dreaded 
leſt he were ſent by the Father of that dear Man—— 
Suſpence however was not to be borne it was 
proper I ſhould know the Meſlage, be it from either the 
one or other, ſo defired he ſhould be admitted, and 
then retired to a Cloſet I had next the Garden, that I 
might hear what he had to ſay to me, without danger 
of having any other Witneſs of it. 

As the Perſon entered, a ſpring of Joy came over my 
Heart, in hopes it was Dubois, from whom I knew I 
might be certain of hearing a full Account of every 
thing, but when I ſaw it was not he, but a Man with 
a large Plaiſter on his Forehead, I turned away my 
Eyes, and received a Letter which he delivered to me, 
without taking any farther Notice, than to give him a 
Crown, and bid him go and refreſh himſelf at the next 
Cabaret, adding, that I would ſend for him when I 
had wrote, in caſe the Letter he brought required any 
Anſwer. 

I then looked on the Superſcription, and found it was 
in the Character of my dear Marquis then, im- 
patient for the Contents, broke it haſtily open, and to 
my inexpreſible Amazement, ſaw there was no more 
wrote 
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wrote on the Paper than one Line : The Words of which 
were thele ; 


Deareſt 7 eancita, 
The Courier ill tell you ali the Soul of your Adirer. 
I. V 


O Heavens! cried I, what can this mean ?f——— 
where 1s this Courier ? why did he go, it be 
had any thing to ſay to me! 

I was juit turning to ring for Barbara, to call him 
back, unable as I was to comprehend this MyBery, 
when I ſaw him on his Kutes before me——what do | 
ſee ! then ſcreamed I out in a Trantport of Joy, and 
throwing mylieit on the Neck ef tins charming Courier, 
for it was no other than the Narquis himſe;f, who thus 
dilguiſed, had been his own Meſſenger is it you 
my Lord? is it you ? -l could ſay no more 

ſo dear and fo unexpected a Sight overwhelmed 
me, and | was near ſwooning with £xcets ef Joy. 

The Marquis was trouble that he had thus ſurprized 
me, and aſked my Parcon a thouſand and a thouſand 
Times ; but alas! wait Occzuon was there for doing 
o the J'ranſport we!l over paid the little Alarm 
felt at its firit too violent Emoatien ; I obliged him to 
ſit down, and mace in my turn an encearing Apology 
for not having knovn lum. Indeed I could not fubcar 
ſmiling at tue Reception I gave lim, eſpecially when 
he mentioned the grave Air with which I put the 
Crown into his Land, and bid him go to a Cabaret, 
till I ſent Orders to him; we were very merry ſome time 
on this, aſter which I began to think he might in good 
earneit itand in need of lome Reſieſhment, ſo called to 
Barbara, to lay the Ciuth, 

He was indeed fo much weakened by his Wounds, 
that the Journey nad fatigued him more than it would 
have done at an other Pine, and he readily accepted of 
my Offer; while Breakſatt was getting ready, we began 
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to conſiler in what manner we ſhonld beliave, fo as to 
give no occaſion to any Diſcourſe to the prejudice of my 
Reputation ; and after various Proje&ts it was agreed 
upon between us, that he ſhould paſs for my Brother. 
He told me all the Servants he had with him he had 
hired but that Day, and had not acquainted them 
either with his Name or Quality, fo that knowing him 
en'y for an Officer jaſt arrived from the Army, it was 
n:t in their power to malze any Diicovery, in cate the 
ſhoald be queſtioned concerning kim. I applauded his 
Pracence in thie, alſo for wearing that large Patch on his 
Torehead, which altered him fo much, that there was 


no Danger of his being krown by Perfons who had 


never ſeen him but once, when he came to bring me the 
Favour conterred on me by the King. 

Aly Suppoſition that the Patch was only worn for 
a Diiguiſe, kept me ſrom aſking any Queitions con- 
cerning it, tiil at length remembering one ot the Wounds 
he had received was on his Head; 1 aſked if it were en- 
tirely healed. No, anſwered he, my Surgeon, at my 
leaving the Camp gave me Medicines, with which my 
Servant dieſſes it every Day, but aſſured me that all 
the Danger that aroie from it was over, and that in 
eight Luvs there would be nothing but the Scar remain- 
ing. O Heaven! cried 1, frigtted at what he faid, 
Wu woutd you venture to ride Poult before you were 
pe:le&!y recovered ? ſhould any ill Conſequetce attend 
tins Journey, what would become of the untortunate 
J ranitta, who has bcen the innocent Occaſion of it? 

Tie Narquis took this Exc'amation ſo kindly, that 
he catched both my Hands between his, and prefied 
them to his Mouth, with ſuch an Eagerneſs as if he 
meant to Cevour them with his Kiſſes, make yourle!f 
eaſy, my charming F-arcite, faid the dear Man, ard 
the ſoſt Concern you expreſs for my Safety, will com- 
pleat my Cure much ſooner than could be expected 
Be aſſure.!, had 1 been deprived much longer of your So- 
cicty, I mult have ſank under the burthen of my Grief 
and Impaticnce—Dutois, who plainly ſaw that n 
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Abſence from you was the chief Obſtacle to my Cure, 
propoſed my taking this Journey Neither did I 
ride Poſt as you imagined, but came in my Chaiſe, 
which is very eaſy, and with my own Horſes, till I 
came within two Miles of the Village, and then came 
hither on one of thoſe belonging to my Men. Yes, 
my deareſt Jeanetta, continued he, I am convinced 
how abſolutely neceſſary your Preſence is to my Re- 
covery by the Effet, the very Thought I was drawing 
nearer you have had upon my Wound every 
Day I felt ſtill more and more the Benefit, and if you 
permit me to remain in a Place where I may enjoy the 
Pleaſure of your Converſation, I am very certain you 
will ſhortly ſee a wonderful Experiment, how far the 
Contentment of the Mind, ſerves to render the Body in 
perfect eaſe——Conſent therefore, my Angel, added he, 
that I may continue for a few Days at leaſt in this 


Village ;what I have ſuffered fince our parting, demands 


this Recompence, and I flatter myſelf you will not 
refuſe it. 


How could I indeed refuſe ſo ſmall a Requeſt, to ſo 


great a Paſſion! and at the ſame Time, what was fo 
pleaſing to my own Inclinations—— had I been leſs 
acquainted with the Honour of him who aſked it, I 
ſhould not have fo readily agreed, however my ſecret 
Wiſhes might have pleaded in his Behalf ; but ] had ex- 

rienced his Moderation in a thouſand Inſtances, and it 
muſt have been owing either to Injuſtice or AﬀeQation 
had I ſeemed to ſuſpect it now, ſo that without making 
any Difficulty or Heſitation, you are determined to pre- 
tend yourſelf my Brother, anſwered I, and under that 
Name may ſtay here as long as you ſhall find it not 
inconvenient for my Part I have ſo perfect a Con 


fidence, both in your Love and Virtue, that I joyfully 
agree to accept of the precious Moments you are fo 
— to devote to me, and am perſuaded I never ſhall 

ave any Reaſon to repent it. 
O, there is not the leaſt room for doubt on this 
Occaſion, cried he, kiſſing my Hand a ſecond Time 
i | I 
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! never can be capable of forgetting what is 
due to you the Letter I wrote to ycu to thin! 
you for the Money you ſent, ought to convince you 
how ſenſible I am of the Delicacy of your Sentiments 
and Behaviour that Nloment had I been able I 
had flown hither to teſtify my Gratitude at yoar Feet, 
and not have truſted 9 vain Letters, which ſpeais the 
Mind but by halves, to aſſure you how entirely I was 
devoted to you. 

Hold my Lord, cried I, interrupting him, no Ace- 
knowledgements to one who is fo infinitely your Debtor, 
but fatisfye me, if you pleaſe, concerning a Letter which 
you ſay you wrote, and I have never received. 

How! ſaid the Marquis, with a great deal of Emotion, 
did not Monſieur Melicaurt ſend a Pacliet to you, with 
a Picture, which I encloſed under a Cover to him, 1a 
order that the Place of your Abode might net be known, 
and ſent by a Servant ef my own, who went Poit on pur- 
pole to deliver it to that Geatleman's Hand ? 

T hat Servant then, replied I, has betrayed his Truſt, 
for I know Meliccurt is t exact not to have forwarded 
it, with all imaginable Expedition. What you tell me, 
cried the Marquis, both ſurprizes, and alarms me ——— 
there is a Myltery in this Aﬀiir, which I cannot com- 
prehend remember indeed, that I thought it 
range that Nzelicourt ſent back my Servant, without 
writing one ſingle Word to me, and I expreficd as much 
to the Fellow, but he readily told me, that the Gentie- 
man was juſt going a Journey, and was in haſle ; but 
ſaid he would write to me Ly the Poſt at his return. 
Since which J have impatiently expected to hear from 
him, and indeed through him from you ; but no Letter 
arriving, the Diiappuintment ſerved to haflen my 
Journey. There is {omething ſo extraordinary in 
this Buineſs, continued he, after a Pauſe, that neglec- 
ting one Moment to urriid'e it, may be of very 1.1 
Cunſequence———the Servant whom I entruſted with 
this Letter belongs to me ſtill, and has now the Charge 
of conducting my Baggage; I'll fend one of thoſe 1 
have here directiy to the Carp to bring him te me, 
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that I may force him to confeſs what he has done with 
my Letter. 

I, who was no leſs alarmed than the Marquis, as in- 
deed our concern in this Aﬀair was equal, approved of 
his Deſign, and haſtened the execution of it. He went 
away directly, but ſoon returned, and told me he did not 
doubt, but that the Perſon he had ſent would make an 
extraordinary Diſpatch, in hope of ingratiating himſelf ; 
on this I could not help aſking if his Favourite Dubois, 
had any way offended him, that he came not with him. 
Not in the leaſt, anſwered he, but as he has been in the 
Village, has talked to the Girls, and has a very re- 
markable Face, I was fearful he might be better re- 
membred than was conſiſtent with the Secrecy which our 
preſent Circumſtances require, ſo I left him with the 
Count De Saint Fal, who in his Confinement ſtands in 
necd of ſo faithful a Servant. 

The Name cf Monſieur De Saint Fal made me 
bluſh, when I reflected how ungrateful I was to defer till 
now enquiring after ſo generous and noble a Friend 
acknowledged my Sentiments on this Occaſion very 
frankly, to him who wholly taking up my Thovghts 
left no room for any Thing but himſelf; and he replied 
in a manner, both becoming the Lover and the Friend, 
and added, that he would ſhortly be at Liberty, an ex- 
change of Priſoners being agreed on. 

We dined together that Day, and to oblige me I per- 
ceived he eat more heartily than could be expected from 
his Weakneſs—————1 forbore talking of any thing that 
I thought might give him Diſquiet, and always took 
care to interrupt him whenever he mentioned the old 
Marquis, and artfally turned the Converſation on ſome 
other Topick ; he ſmiled upon me from time to time, as I 
would not ſuffer him to ſpeak, and his Looks methought 
tho' pale and languid, had ſomewhat Heavenly in them; 
and certainly nothing can have a greater Reſemblance of 
it on Earth, than where a tender Paſſion is accompanied 
by a perfect Innocence. 

He was too dear to me for me not to conſider every 
that thing was neceſſary for the Re-eſtabliſhment of his 

Health 
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we had no ſooner dined then I inſiſted on his going to 
lie down, and endeavour to take ſome repoſe, protecting 
that I would not permit him to return till Suppe: -:ime, 
He earneltly entreated I would ſuffer him to 
tay one Hour longer, but | was not to be prevailed on, 
and told him I would ſend my Maid to his Inn to be 
ſatisſied, if he complied with.what I required: 
Theſe little Regards charmed him to the Soul, and ke 
declared at going out of my Chamber, that never till 
now-had he known there were ſuch Joys in Life, 

When I was left alone, I indulged myſelf in the 
moſt agreeable Reflections, had it not bcen for the 
Letter, which mutt be either loſt or intercepted, my 
Happineſs might have been envied, but as 1 kad already 
experienced ſo many ill Effects of Chance, it was na- 
tural for me to apprehend this Accident portended me 
no goo. this Notion no ſooner gained Ground, 
than it diſſipated by degrees that Harmony which beto:e 
ſeemed eſtabliſned in my Mind the impetuous 
love the old Marquis had for me, preſented a thouſand 
Dangers to my view, and ſhewed me, that I was still 
at a greater Diſtance from my wiſhed for Point, and 
with which I was fo feady to flatter myſelf. 

As I was buried in Meditation on all theſe 'T1ings, 
I heard a Coach and ſeveral Horſes ſtop at the Deor—= 
I preſently imagined that the old Marquis had diſcovered 
lere I was, that he was come to ſurprize hi, Sou and 
me together, and ſeparate us eternally fell into a 
fit of Trembiing, and I know not how far the ſrightſul 
Idea I was then poll: fled of, might have tran ported me, 
if Barbara had not come haſtily in to acquaint me, that 
a very beautiful young Lady, and as fine as 2 Qreen, 
was come to viſit me. I had not Time to think, who 
this unexpe*tcd Gue.. ſhould be, before Saint Hue ap 
peared I flew to her, and ſhe oy her affectionate 
Embraces, teſtifed 1 was no leſs dear to her, thau whea . 
we were together in the Convent. 

How happy am I, my dear Saiut Agnes, ſaid I, to 
ſee you at Liberty, and that this Change in your Forture 
has made no alteration in oo ventlinents towards me, 
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1 ſhould make an ill Uſe, anſwered that charming 
Woman, of the favours Heaven has beſtowed upon me, 
if I could be ungrateful to her, who put the firit Fland 
to my obtaining them. After the firſt Traniports were 
over, and we were ſeated, I deſired ſhe would inform me 
by what means ſhe had ſurmounted all. the Obſtacles, 
which ſeemed to be thrown by adverſe Fortune, between 
ner and Happineſs ; to which ſhe immediately yielded. 
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Seguel of the Hiſtory of SAINT AGNES. 


IND EE D, my lovely Friend, faid ſke, it is but a 
imall Time ſince J deſpaired of ever being in the 
Situation 1 now am—in Ipite of all the Intereſt the 

Friends of Meliecurt could make, our Affair went ſlowly 

on, and when through the Remonſtrances of my Lord 

Alarquis De L —* , the Nuncis ſeemed in- 

clined to favour vs, ſome unlocked for Accident requiring 

his return to Nome, all was at a ſtand till a new ore 
ſhould be lent in his Place this gave my Father 
time to employ ail his Friends to influence the Cardinal, 
who was ro ſucceed the other as Nuncis here, cn his 
tide ; and tnis ſucceeced ſo well, that having been pre- 
judiced by the Accounts ſent to him, my Huſband found 
him on his arrival no leis our Enemy than my Father. 

1 was all this Time kept in ignorance of what 

was done, permitted to ſee none but who were ſent by 

my Parents, and even when there was molt probability 
ct the Deciſion being made in favour cf me, told by the 

Superior and thoſe Nuns, who were gained by my Fa- 

ther, that I ought not to flatter my ſelf with ever living, 

ia the World again, and all I ſhould gain by having 
farrcd in the Affair, was, that when all was concluded 

1 mould be obliged to undergo a ſevere Diſcipline for ny 
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little regard for theſe holy Orders, I had once taken 
upon me. 


No Letters from Melicourt were now ſuffered to come 
to my Hand, and for ſome Weeks I looked on myielf 


as utterly abandoned both by Heaven and Earth 
J was but very rarely permitted to come near the 
Grate, and it I did it was in Company with one who 
they knew wou'd have a watchful Eye over me; it 
was in one of thoſe Times, however, that a Woman 
was there offering Oranges to ſei!l, my Companion 
bought ſome, but I who am no great admirer of that 
Sort of Fruit, could not a long Time be prevailed on to 
be a Cuſtomer ; at length moved by the poor Creature's 
Intreaties, who ſaid ſhe had a number of Children, and 
no way to maintain them, but the Profts of this little 
Merchandize, I at length diew near the Baſket, and 
being about to make Choice, the ſuppoſed Fruiterer, 
under pretence of giving me one ſhe could recommend, 
pulled one from the bottom of the Baſket, and put it 
into my Hand, with ſo ſignificant a Squeeze,. that | pre- 
ſently found their was ſomewhat very extraordinary in 
this Adventure: I concealed my Surprize, however, pur 
the Orange into my Pocket, paid the Woman, who 
immediately went away, and I then retired to my Cell, 
in order to diſcover if there was any thing ſupernatural 
in my Orange or not. 

On looking upon it a ſecond Time, I eaſily perceived 
it had been cut, and the Rind cemented again, fo preſſin 
it between my Hands, it preſently flew open, — 
diſcovered a Paper, which having unfolded, I ſaw with 
no ſmall Tranſport the Character of my dear Mei- 


caurt——that faithful Huſband, exprefied himſelf. 
in theſe terms : 
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To my ever charming, ever dear Mi- 
NET TA. 


TO a Stratagems am Toblig'd te hawe Recourſe, to 

lt 16u knoxw, that you have a Huſband, who in ſpite 
ef coll the Difficulties that ſurround him, fill lives to 
dire vo. ho thinks net but yen 
ae for netting Out you——c:#{d feers nothing but 
that the many Dijeppoiniqents enr Affairs have met awith, 
AJiaulil preſs tro hard upon jour tender Nature; but 
be cout: ted. my Angel, be comparted I kewe obtain d 
a Lettre frem: tie Dae De E 792 the Nuncio, 
ehich utter mi ff avall lave more Weinht than ell the 
Inter ct gent inbu¹,j,mb n Parents can make againſt us. 
That Prelate gave me a fawoareble hearing, ard ſecm'd 
full of Commiſcratien.— I have his Commands to at- 
tend him in emu Days, and bring what Witneſjes I cen 
to attej? both the Time and Place of our Marriage 
i” this cemes ſaſe to ur Hand, as I hope it avill, the 
Bearer exho was my Nuß, and who I have placed near 
the Momneftery, will from time to time bring you an Ac- 
ctunt of my Proceedings, and aljo let me know boan you 
ort yourſelf under cur mutual Afiiftions. Fare- 
del, my end; cear, belive me to be what I am, and never 
can ceaſe to be 


Your everlaſting Admirer, and 
moſt tenderly affetionate Huſband, 
MEeL1couRT. 


Judge, beautiful Jeanetta, continued Saint Agnes, 
how great a Conſolation theſe few Lines afforded me ; 
I preſently wrote an Anſwer, wherein I laid open all 
my Soul to this worthy Huſband, and the Orange- 
Woman coming as I expected the next Day to tae 
Grate, I eati'y found means to flip it into her Hand, 
This Communication pals'd und.{covered, _ 
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T received and ſent ſeveral Letters, all confirming that 
Aſiection we had vowed to each other the time 
now paſt more agrecably with me than it had done, and 
Abſence loſt the gieateſt Part of its Irkſomeneſs, by 
the Imagination that it was very near drawing to Period ; 
but, alas! when 1 moſt flatter'd myſelf with my Wiſhes 
being accompliſh'd, I received News of all Meſicourt's 
Endeavours being utterly defeated. [ will not 
repeat the Letter he wrote to me on that Occaſion—— 
it was full of Deſpair, which even now I ſhudder but to 
think upon the Buſineſs of it was to acquaint me, 
that the Prince De whoſe Father had received 
ſome ſignal Services from mine, had in Return, took 
ſuch Part in the Affair, that the Nuncis found himſelf 
obliged to yield, and had decided in Favour of my Pa- 
rents.——-By this Decree I was not only to continue 
in the Monaſtery for Life ; but alſo to ſubmit to what- 
ever Penance the Church ſhould think my paſt Crimes 
demanded. Ah! cry'd I out, whatever is inflited on 
me can be but of ſhort Duration, Death will ſoon de'j- 
ver me from my cruel Perſecutors. I had ſcarce finiſh'd 
reading this fatal Letter, when the ſweet-temper'd Lin- 
damine came into my Cell, with Tears in her Eyes, and 
confirm'd the Tidings it contain'd : She told me 
an Order was juſt arrived, that I ſhould not be ſuffer'd 
to come near the Grate any more————be retrench'a 
even in my Food, and the Hours allow'd for Sleep, mo- 
derate as they were before; and, in fine, that whatever 
might be looked upon either, as a Pleaſure or Conveni- 
ence denied me. In fine, the Severity with which I was 
treated, had certainly no Precedent nor Parallcl, and 
muſt in good earneſt have put an End to my Days had 
it continued but a very little longer. 

But it is the Will of Heaven, the more to ſhew us 
on what we ſhould alone depend, to raiſe or to abaſe us 
when we leaſt expect it. ! was now palt all Hope, 
abandon'd to Deſpair, worn out with Grief and Hard- 
ſhip, my Mind as well as Body veakned and depreſt, 
and waiting, niy, wiſhing for th: Moment of my Dis- 
ſolution ; when a Chariot vd: my Mothers Woman in 
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it, and attended by two Servants on Horſeback, came to 
te Morztlery, and having acquainted the Superior, 
tent my Father jay at the Point of Death, and cou'd not 
EXi13E til he had ſcen me, I was order'd to obey his 
Commands, and accordiggly went into the Chariot. — 
So range a Turn could not but aſtonifi me. I 
G4 nat hope, yet had ngthing to ſenr from: it.— 
NIE ONCE, Pretivyy, now cured of zer ſooliſh Paſſion 
iar the Piorim, face the Knew ne was Diclicom? and my 
I clcand, aſchred me that ay Father was fincerely 
& ed at bi; Siige of me. and reſolzed to re-unite me 
to ::/:curt telore his Leata. This the pro» 
tec to me ſhe hod heard him y, and that in the mid it 
t his Avonies, he continually repeating my Name. 
Reiays wing order'd on tie Road we ſaon arrived at 
tle Caſtile, my Mother met ine on the Stair-Cale, and 
ter affec.ionately embracing me, come, my dear Vi- 
netita, find ſhe, you are at the Eud of all your Trou- 
bles ; but mine are beginning you are going to 
receive a dying Facher's Blefing, I to loſe a Huſband 
in ſpeaking theſe. Words fleled me into the 
Chamber where my Father lay; I threw myle!f on my 
Enees by his Bedude the Condition J found him 19 
mode me forget all his Cruelty. { ſhed Tears of 
vnteign'd Sorrow, and entreated his Forgiveneſs for any 
Action that had occafion'd his Diſquiet. You are too 
good. Minetta, replied he, with a feetle Voice, and aſs 
that of me which 1 deſerve not to obtain from you 
Jam now ſenb'e I have greatly wrong'd you, and can- 
not reſign my Soul in Peace, till I have made Attone- 
ment. Ihen turning to his Valet de Chamber, who at- 
tenced at the Feet of the Bed, call in the Company, 
laid he, that tney may be Witneſs of what I would 
liave done. 
Immediately enter'd Father 7 his Conſeſſor, 
two Phyſicians who attended him, a Surgeon aud a 
Notary Publick ; and when they approach'd near enovgh 
to hear his Words, before you all, ſaid, my Father, I 
acknowledge Minetta for iny lawful Daughter, and Co- 
heueis with her Siſter Madam De S——3——0f 


my 
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my wlo'e Eſtate next I abſclve her, and hope the 
Church will do the ſame,of the Vows 1 wickedly compel- 
led her to take ; knowing her to be at that ſame Time the 
lawful Wife of Monſieur Melicourt ; and laſtly, I entreit 
and require of you all who hear this my Acknowledg- 
ment, to publiſh it to the World; fo as that ſhe may 
be at Liberty to purſue her Duty in her firſt and volun- 
tary Engagements, and neither ſhe nor her Huſband 
ſuffer any longer in being ſeparated from each other. 
Would Heaven have prolonged my Life to have ſeen all 
this performed, I ſhould have died content but 
ſince that Bleſſing is denied me, permit me, however, to 
depart with the Aſſurance of your ſulfilling in every Ar- 
ticle of this my laſt Will. 

My Mother knelt down firſt, then all the others, an! 
laying their Hands on the holy Ritual, ſwore to ſee all 
he had deſired accompliſhed. I was all this time fo 
confounded between Grief for my Father, and Grat!:- 
tude for this unlook'd for Tenderneſs, that I had not the 
power of Speech -I could only teſtify the Senſe I 
had of it by my Actions. I took his Hand which he 
held out to bleſs me, kiſſed it, and bath'd it in a Flood 
of Tears; but as ſoon as I was able to ſpeak, I poured 
out my whole Soul in the moit ardent Prayer to Hea- 


ven, that he might be reſtored to Health, and live to 


ſee what now he was ſo good as to permit. 

Whether it were that the Force he had put upon him- 
ſelf in ſpeaking ſo much, or that my Prayers had really 
any F.flicacy, I know not, though I ſcarce dare flatter 
myſelf with the latter; but in that Moment he ſell in- 
to a Sweat, which before, not all the Recipes given him 
could procure, The Phyſicians obſerving it, pre- 
{ently pronounced he would recover, which, indeed, be 
did in a miraculous Manner, being in three Days judged 
entirely out of Danger. 

He imputed his Preſervation to my Prayers, and his 
own Kepentance of his late Cruelty to me, and ex- 
preſſed the utmoſt Impatience to make me as happy as I 
had been the reverſe. He wrote a Recantation to 
the unge cf all he had alledged ; acquainted every 
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body with this Change in his Sentiments, and gave my 
Patient enduring what he had inflicted on me ſuch En- 
comiums, as I am in rcality far from meriting. 

Having ſome Affairs to finiſh at Court, before the 
Ceremony of being re-united to Ti, can be com- 
pleated, he would nceds take me with him; and we are 
now going to Ferſailes, where by a Letter being ap- 
prized of all that has paſſed, my Huſband is to n.eet us. 
Thus, my dear Friend, has Heaven at laſt granted my 
Prayers, and render'd me more happy by the Addition 
of my Parents Love, than ever I could have hoped to 


Here the beautiful Saint Aznes gave over ſpeaking, 
and after having ſincerely congratulated her on her good 
Fortune, I aſked where her Father was, that I had not 
the Honour of ſeeing him: She to'd me that he was 
oblig'd to ſtop at the Houle of an old Friend, about half 
a League dillant from the Village; and that ſhe had 
aſked his leave to take this Opp riunity of ſeeing 
me more at leiſure; and alſo that Melicourt, hav- 
ing acquainted her with my late Adventures, and where 
] was retired, ſhe had prevailed on her Father to paſs 
through the Village of D———; though it was ſome- 
what out of their way to Verſailles, that ſhe might have 
the Pleaſure of communicating to me her good Fortune, 
in which ſhe knew I took ſo much Intereſt. 

| expreſſed my Acknowledgments to her in the ten- 
dereſt Manner, and having at her own Requeſt, enter- 
taincd her with all the Paiticulars of what had befallen 
me, ſince we laſt ſaw each other, of which, ſhe ſaid, Me- 
liceurt had given her but an imperfe& Account, is it 
poſſible, cry'd ſhe, that at your tender Years, you have 
had Fortitude enough to ſupport under ſo many Diſap- 
Pointments ? You have reaſon to hope you are now near 
the End of your Troubles, and that you will one Day 
be as happy, a*s you have hitherto been unfortunate. 

My Example may ſerve to convince yon, that 

Patience and a due Confidence in Heaven ſurmounts the 
greateſt Diſſiculties. 5 
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As much, however, as we were taken up with our 
own Aftairs, neither of us forgot the beautiful Li da- 
mine; my lovely Friend gave me ſuch an Account of her 
Piety, as perfectly charm'd me, and made me wiſh 1 
could bring n yſelf to the ſame happy way of thinking; 
and at once reſolve to quit a buſy buſtling World, where 
nothing but Vexations ſeem'd to ſpring one out of ano- 
ther, and continually diſtract the Mind attach'd to it. 
She told me alſo that Belixay, by the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
had truly repented his former Extravagancies, and fol- 
lowing the Example of his Miſtreſs, was become a Car- 
thufian ; ſince that time, added Saint Agnes, Lindamine 
has been perfectly happy; her Days have paſt over with 
an uninterrupted Tranquility, and never did Spirit of 
Devotion, appear in any one with greater Beauty 
and Sweetneſs. Every one in the Monaſtery ad- 
mires her, and fortunate do thoſe account themſelves, 
who can boaſt of being among the Number of thoſe ſhe 
favours with her Friendſhip. I own that the lols 
of her Society will be always regretted by me, even in 
the midit of that Happineſs I am going to enjoy, nor 
ſhall Melicourt refuſe me the Pleaſure of taking a Jour- 
ney ſometimes to viſit her. 
I joined with her in teſtifying my Regard for that wor- 
thy Nun; but, added I, ſmiling, I fancy Mademoilelle 
De Renneville is not among the Number of thoſe who 
are edified by her Example; if I miſtake not, you pro- 
miſed, that if ever we were happy enough to meet, 
you would inform me ſomething of that wild giddy 
Creature. | 
I proteſt, replied, Saint Agnes, the thought of her 
was wholly ſwallowed up in more deſerving Contem- 
Plations ; but what I have come to the knowledge of 
concerning her, you ſhall not be a Stranger to. 
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Tye Hiſtory of Mademeiſelle DE REN- 


NEVILLE, 


O U remember, my dear, ſaid my lovely Friend, 
that this young Lady being deſcended of a Family 
which had leſs Wealth than Titles to boalt of, ſhe was 
condemn'd to a Monaſtick Life, to prevent her marry- 
ing beneath the Dignity of her Birth, You know allo 
that ſeigning herſelf contented with her Lot, and appear- 
ing always chearful, ſhe had greater Liberties allow ed her, 
than was conſiſtent with the Policy of the Place to per- 
mit to thoſe, whole Melancholy render'd them more lia- 
ble to Suſpicion gay and thoughtleis as ſhe ſcem'd, 
however, all her Thoughts were bent on making her 
Iſcape; it was net that ſhe was in love with any one par- 
ticular Man, that made à Convent ſo diſagreeable; but 
az hated Confinement, and whoever had made his Ad- 
uteſſes to her on the Score of Marriage, would have 
deen well received, becauſe ſhe wilt'd fur nothing but 
to live in the Wold. As ſhe æim'd, therefore, 
t attract ſome Admirer, whenever ſlie was at the Grate, 
and any Gentlemen in the Parlour, as you know there 
fequent'y are, to vilit the Nuns, ſie excited all 
ter Wit, and made vihble every Charm that ſhe theught 
might gain a Conquelſ. ner Defires at laſt were 
erowred with Succeſs ; a young [/avarrinan, who had a 
Silter in the Convent, was captivated ; he made his Ad- 
dreſſes, his Siler knowing the Family of Mademoiſelle 
De Renneville, imagired that if ſhe were once married, 
tliey could not refuſe giving her a Dowry; and as ſhe 
was nat a proſeſt Nun, thought ſhe committed no Sa- 
crilege, in ſolwarding her Eſcap e. 


De 
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De Rennewille 5 conſeſt to this young Lady, that 
ſhe did not diſapprove the Paſſion Monſieur De Bonville, 
for ſo he was call'd, had for her, they contrived a 
Scheme between them, which had its deſired Effect 

One Morning as we were altogether in the Chapel, 
Mademoiſelle De Rennevilile pretended to be ſeized with 
a ſudden Diſorder in her Head ſhe affected a kind 
of Delirium at firſt, and then fell into ſuch violent Fits 
as frighted all the Convent proper Remedies 
were applied, but to no Purpoſe ; and, indeed, ſhe ſo 
admirably counterſeited, that it was impoſſible for any 
one who ſaw her, not to believe real what ſhe ſeemed to 
ſuffer tor my Part, though I never had what 
might be juilly termed a Friendihip for her, on the 
Account of the vaſt Difference of our Humours, yet I 
fincerely pitied her, ard prayed for her Recovery ; as 
did allo the picus Lindamine, who, though io well 
ſcill'd in Phyſick, was as much deceived as myſelf. 

Her Diſorders ſlill encreaſing according to all Ap- 
pearar.ce, Madam the Superior thought proper to ac- 
quaint her Parents with it; a Phyſician who had at- 
terd:d tte Family, and was perfectly acquainted with 
the your, Lady's Conſtitution, was ſent to viſit her; for 
frem find og out the Fallacy, he pronounced her Con- 
dition to be extreme» bed. and returned to zequairt 
Monſieur De Rennce il: her Father, that there muſ be 
a Conſult: ti n. fur in a Diſorder ſuch as hers was, he 
would not preſume te preſcribe any thing of jimicif. 

This was all our young Projectors wanted: Moniicur 
De Bonwille aſſumed the Phyſician, and being hab'ted as 
ſuch, ard accompanied hy 1 grave old Matrun, who be 
told the Abbeſs had tr + De Renmnewili's Nurle, and 
was deſired now by her Njotker to remain with har till the 
Danger was over, they both had Admitiance to the ſup- 
poſed fick Perſon. "the pretended Doctor brought Let- 
ters of Credencę with him, which were forged for that 
Purpoſe, and isn by the Names of both De Reuncwille's 
Parents, ſo that there was not the leaſt Suip:cion of any 
Deceit in the Afair, 


Ile 
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He viſited her twice a Day to give every thing the better 
Gloſs, and the old We man ſtaid in the Convent, waiting 
a fit Time to put their Deſign in Execution. One Even- 
ing when we were all at Veſpers, except the Portreſs 
and one Lay-Siſter, De Rennewille changed Cloaths with 
the Nurſe, and taking a Baſket in her Hands, as if go- 
ing to bring in ſomething neceſſary for the ſick Perſon, 
paſſed the Gates without Suſpicion, and got ſafely to 
her Lover's Arms, who waited at the End of the Village 
with a Chaiſe and Six ready to receive her; as for the 
ſuppoſed Nurſe, who had becn a Dependant on the Siſter 
of Banville, ſhe quitted the Convent with the ſame Fa- 
Cility ſoon after; for being accuſtomed to go often in 
and out, the Portreſs had forgot that the Perſon ſhe before 
let paſs had not return'd. In fine, nothing of this Mat- 
ter was diſcovered till next Morning, when ſome of the 
Nuns going in to viſit De Rennewille, and finding the 
Bed empty, immediately fill'd the Convent with their 
Cries. 

The Superior was no ſooner inform'd, than ſhe ſent to 
the Magiſtrates that diligent Search might be made after 
the Fugitive; but all who were employed in it return'd 
without Succeſs, and as we afterwards heard, thoſe they 
ſought for were married at a Neighbouring Town, ſome 
Hours before De Rennewille was miſſing. Before her 
Departure ſhe left a Letter for the Abbeſs upon a Table: 
It contained, as near as I can remember, theſe Lines. 


To Madam——— Abbeſs of the Convent of 


Auguſtine's 47 


Madam, 


S JI was only cempell'd to con form myſelf to Rules, no 
away agreeable ts my Inclination, I do not think my 
breaking threugh them the firſt Opportunity that offered, 
Handi in any need of an Apology, and, therefore, give you 
the trouble of this, for no other Reaſon than to ſjare you 
the Pains of any fruitleſs Search after me: I ſhall wery 


ſoon 
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bon diſpoſe of myſelf, ſo as to transfer all poæver over me, 
to one wwho will know how ts defend Lis Right; and think 
that I Iiſi offend Heaven, by anſivering the End of my 
Creation, than by continuing it a Life, to which I have 
no manner of Focation. 

Jam not inſenſible of the Lenity with which I hade 
been treated, «while I was under your Care, nor the ma 
kind Offices I bade received from the good Siſters I leave 
behind me. May you, and them be ever happy in the 


Lot you chuſe, and according to the Charity you profeſs, 
par don the Errors of, 


Your maſt obliged Servant, 
De Renxevitte, 


It was ſome Weeks before the Parents of this Lady 
could be brought to hear of a Reconciliation, nor, per- 
haps, had fo ſoon conſented, had not one of her Siſters 
died ; to whoſe Dowry, there being no Excepticns to the 
Huſband ſhe had made Choice of, ſhe was at laſt per- 
mitted to ſucceed. Thus, added Saint Aznes, ſhe has 
fulfilled what ſhe uſed to tell us her Dreams foretold ; 
and may, perhaps, be more happy than thoſe of a more 
delicate manner of thinking, a refined Paſſion being not 
always the ſureſt Road to '11anquility, 


We were moralizing a little on the Temper and Behz- 
viour of the Perſon, whole Story Saint Annes had been 
relating, when her Father arrived ; I received him in a 
manner becoming his Rank, and the F riendſhip I had 
for his charming Daughter, nor was he leis polite in 
the Compliments he made me. Minetta, ſaid he, 
has leſs reaſon than I imagin'd to regret her Confinement 
in the Monaſtery, ſince by it ſhe obtain'd the Friend- 
ſhip of ſo amiable a Perfon as Mademoiſelle TFeanctta ; 
and as I then intended only to puniſh ker, cught firſt to 
have inform'd myſelf, if there was not a Lady whoſe 
Society would render any Place agreeable ; but 


Heaven, 
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Heaven, continued he, was of ker fide, and turn'd erer) 
thing I deren'd for Chaſtiſement into Bicflings. 

He ſaid many other gallant things, and in the ſhort 
time he itaid, which did rot exceed half an Hour, dil- 
covered enough for me to ſee, he was not only one of 
the beſt bred Men, but alſo one of the moſt Senſe and 
Penetration, except the old Marquis De L * 5 
I had ever ſeen. 

I lamented my want of Convenience to entertain him 
as I wiſl'd ; but he aſſuted me, that were there never fo 
good Accommodations in the Village for his Retinue, he 
could not poſſibly continue there; Buſineis of the moit 
urgent Nature calling him with a'l Expedition to Court, 
which till J have concluded, ſaid he, my Daughter's 
Happineſs cannot be compleated. 

This was a ſufficient Reaſon for me net to preſs him 
to ſlay i the Lady and I parted with mutual Pro- 
teſtations of an eternal Friendſhip, and Promiſes of com- 
municating all that befel either of us, worthy the Know- 
ledge of the other. \lonfieur De-———aſked me 
if I had any Commands for Fer/ailles; but I entreated 
he would not mention me there on ary Account; and 
told him it was of the utmoſt Conſequence tu my Peace, 
not to be remembred there: On which both be and bis 
Daughter aſſured me | might depend upon their Secrecy, 

They had left me but a few Moments bef -re the Mar- 
quis came; he had now thrown eff his Courien's Habit, 
and would have appeared pe: ey amiable, but for tle 
Patch on his Forehdad, which he wore t) prevent being 
known, much larger than he need to hive done on the 
Account of his Wound. He expreſ'd the Tenderae:s 
he had for me, in the moſt paſlionate Jerms that the 
Heart could dictote or the Tongue pronounce, and diſ— 
covered an Impatience of being united in me forever, with 
greater Ardency than I had ever obſerved in bim befcre, 
My Father's Paſſion for ycu, {aid he, is a Dif- 
ficulty that ſeems almoſt iavincible which way, 
O! moſt adorabie 7-2ne!tz, ſhail we attempt to con- 
could almoſt wiſh you were lets beauti- 


uer it 
ful, ſince your Charms have had jo vunnrpy an Influ- 
ence 
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How ſha'l T mention you to him, 


ence on him. 
and ent. t a Completion cf a Felicity for myſeif, which 


mull inv4..o_ ha in endicls Deſpair. Before he 
Icved you, he cou'd only blame my Irdilcretion as he 
term“ ig; bat row e is become my Rival, will he not 
EXPEL CL 1:45 Foa, I f20a'd recede to him ?— \h! 
J.uuaelta 4 Yconitta ! there is no way to ſhun 8.2 
Lanocts | wpprekend, and fave our iautual Tenderneſs, 
nu on the Prinz of being everiattingly overwheim'd by 
UCC Power, 

Thoug/, 7 cally gueſs'd what way it was he hinted at, 
and was far from approving it, I made no Reply, be- 
Cauc, indced, I cculd find no Words immediately which I 
tlñought proper to form a Denial to a Lover who deſerv'd 
ſo greatly of me; I was ſtudying what to ſav, when he 
taking my Silence as a favourable Omen to what he had 
to prepoie; yes, charming Feanctta, reiumed he, the 
oniy Expedient that can cut off at cnce all my Father's 
Hopes and Fxpectations is for us to be privately mar- 
ried. Women, continued he, of the firſt Rank 
have had Recourſe to it, and we may be above all o- 
thers excuſed when fo ſtrong a Neceſſity leaves us no 
Ctier means to avo:d the ture Deſtruction, of all we 
would prelerve in Life. I will, therefore, contrive 
it ſo as hold, my dear Marquis, cry'd J, inter. 
rupting him, as we have begun, and for ſo long a courſe 
of Time, had the ſtricteſt Rules of Honour and Decency 
as Guides to Youth and Paſſion, let us not now ſwerve 
from thoſe faithful Directors; nor by one raſh Action 
tarniſh the Glory of our former Conduct. Clan- 
deſline Marriages can never be approved either by Hea- 
ven or Earth. 

Doubt you my Honour then, cry'd the Marquis with 
ſome Vehemence ?!———Co you believe me capable of 
deceiving you, or thet the Vows 1 ſhould make to you 
in the Preſence of one Prieſt. would be leſs binding than 
before a thouſand Witneſſes? Are you fo little ac- 


quainted with me, as to ſuſpect 1 ever can abjure what 
now I io ardenty dee? 


No 
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No, my Lord, anſwer'd J, my Heart needs no 
Vouchers for your Sincerity, your Love, your Conllan- 
ey; but yet to agree to the Propoſal you do me 
the Honour to make, would deprive me of that interior 
Peace, I have ever enjoy'd in the greateſt of my Mis- 
fortune: what cannot the Authority of a Father, 
ſuch as the Marquis De. L V. effect? 
might we not, when moi we thought ourſelves ſecure, 
be torn from each other's Arms lilkke Meliccurt and Minet- 
ta, or if it ſhould not happen ſo, mult I not live in the 
continual dread of it? The Happineſs of being 
yours, is too precious to be blended with Tears, fright- 
ful Apprehenſions, and Uncertainty of preſerving it. 
What ever happens, added I, preſſing his Hand, 
you will be ever dear to me; and if I am ſo unfortu- 
nate as to be ſeparated from you, I ſhall at leaſt have 
tae Conlolation of having contributed nothing to my 
own Wretchedneſs. 

The Marquis ſetch'd ſeveral deep Sighs while I was 
ſpeaking ; but, as his Reaſon could not but convince 
him I was in the right, he told me he would infiſt no far- 
ther on a thing to which I ſeem'd ſo averſe. I thank'd 
him for this Proof of his Complaiſance, and ſhewed the 
Senſe I had of it, by all the innocent Careſſes poſhble. I 
muſt have Patience then, cry'd he, charm'd with my 
endearing Behaviour. — I will wait, my lovely 
Feanetta, provided you reſerve for me that Heart on 
which all my Happineſs depends, and alſo keep your 
dear Perſon ſo well concealed that it be not forced from 
me—'tis poſſible that Time and Abſence may abate 
my Father's Paſſion for you, and he no longer oppoſe my 
Defires ; but if thoſe Hopes prove vain, I want 


but three Months of being at Age, and then the Law | 


makes me my own Maſter, and I may diſpoſe of my 
Hand as Reaſon and Inclination joined in one, com- 
mands, 

Ah, my Lord! cry'd I, you fay this, but to make 
tryal of me I have too high an Idea of your Vir- 


tue, to believe you will have recourſe to Methods, too 


frequently, indeed, made uſe of; but ſuch crane © all 
uty 
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Duty and Gratitude to Parents. Rather let the 
unhappy Feaucita drag on her loneſome Days in an 
eternal Paniſhment from all that's dear to her, than ſuf- 
fer the juſt y valued Object of her Soul to come to ſuch 
Ex:remities. No, continued I, never will I 
yield to any thing that ſhould make you become a Cri- 
minal win over a Father, who merits all your 


Elleem, and who is only cruel in oppoſing an Inclina- 


tion he has many Reaſons to diſapprove, and by a lon 
and uninterrupted Series of Obedience deſerve he ſhoul 
at laſt conſent to your Deſires theſe are the only 
Means I approve of, for engaging the Compliance of a 
Parent, all others are highly blameable, and inconſiſ- 
tent with the Dictates of Nature as well as Reli- 
gion, 

I uttcr'd this with an uncommon firmneſs of Voice 
and Deportment, the Marquis look'd at me with Aito- 
niſhment, and when I had ended; charming Creature! 
cry'd he, is it poſſible that to the moſt Angelick Form, 
there ſhould be joined ſuch Wit, ſuch Prudence, ſuch 
an Underſtanding, and above all ſuch a Dignity of Sen- 
timen's, which though oppoſite to my Deſ:gns, fill me 
with the extremeſt Reverence you are not to be 
loved as Woman, but adored as ſomething D. vine.— 
O! all my Hopes ?re vain, my Father mult have ob- 
ſerved this in you as well as I, and never can be pre- 
vail'd upon to relinquiſh ſuch a Treaſure, even though 
it coſts him the Life of an only Son! 

This Fxclamation focthed my Vanity too much 
I would not ſuſſer him to proceed, but entreated him to 
forbear, and proteſted to him 1 had no Ambition, but to 
acquit myſelf of the Duty I owed to Heaven, and 
to pleaſe him, and deſerve the Continuance of his Love. 

The Marquis, after kiſſing my Hand with a mixture 
of Paſſion and Reſpect, was going to make ſome Reply. 
when the Valet de Chamber, whom he had ſent to the 
Camp, came haſtily into the Room, his Maſter expreſt 
the utmoſt Surprize, at ſceing him return, and afked 
him haſtily what had prevented his proſecuting the 
Journey he had ordered him to undertake. What I 

have 
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bare to inform your Lordſhip, replied he, will male 
Youu ienable it us necuici: Lappcning to call at an 
Inn avout ten MI. les Giitant from this Face, I ſaw the 
Servant your Loruſtip fent me to, tal king with the 
Aan ef the Houſe : He no ſoorer perceived me, tian he 
took immediate Flight, I parſued him, with 11 imagi- 
nable Speed, till he took ſhelter in a Weed, wheie 
Judging it impoſſible to find him, 1 rct»rr.ed tothe Llouſe, 

ping to inform myſelf on what Luiine!s he came 
there ; and was told that he had not ariived above ten 
Minutes befcre ! me, and had enqziced if a Chaile 
attended by tlice Servants kad paſe'd that way. This 
was cacugh to make me Iruw, that he is endeavour- 
ing io Giicorer which way ; ut Lordſhip took, ſa 
thought I couid do ng better tl.an to return and acquaint 
you with it. 

The Marquis on hearing; is no longer Coubted but 
that ke was betrayed, that lis Father was in Poſſeſſion 
of his Letter, and alio acquainted with his Journey. It 
vas ealy alſo to ſee, that this 'T'raitor of a Servant was 
orcer'd to find out to what Place he was gone, as the 
lei means of diſcovering where I lay conceal'd. 

ter ſome Reflections on this perplexing Affair, the 
Quellion was how to behave, as it was not to be doubted 
but the old Marquis would have the Purſuit continued, there 
was little Probability his Son could long eſcape it; fo 
that we both agreed it was highly * 4 for him to 
but this, a'as, was more eaſily reſolved 
than executed we had bcen too long abſent to 
endure to be ſeparated again ſo ſuddenly we talk d 
of it that whole Evening the ſame the next Morn- 
ing when he came to me again that whole Day 
pais'd over, a ſecond, and a third alſo were taken up in 
tender Adieus, yet {till he did not go. 'The 


depart; 


Evening before that, in which he was determined to 
quit the Village, we went to enjoy the Benefit of the 
Air, after the Heat of the Day was over, in a little 
Wood about half a Nile from our Houſe : Nature never 
. formed a more delightful Place than tis, a fine Stream 
tan through the midſt of it, near which * ves 
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ſcveral Groves to thick, and the Trees ſo well ranged, 
that they defended equally from the Sun and Rain, or 
any other Annoyance from the Firmament. —a 
thouſand Nightingales perched upon the Boughs, and 
regaled the Ear with their melodious Note 
every thing was raviſhing about us, and inſpired Love 
and Tendernets it was here we gave and received 
all the Proofs of mutual Love that Virtue could deſire, 
or Innccence bellow————we were ir. this pleaiing 
Entertainment when we heard the trampling of a Horie 
pretty near us, and preſently after heard a Man enquire 
the Road to the Village of D———, ard how far 
of it was. At firſt we thought he had been ſpeakiug 
to ſome Perſon he had met with on the Road; but on 
his calling out, and repcating the fame Queſtions, with- 
out any Anſwer being given him; alas! faid the Mar- 
quis, this is ſome ſome Stranger who has loit his way, 
and finds no body to direct him and preſently ſtepp'd 
forward; and told the Man which way he ſhould go. 
he Stranger ſeem'd overjoyed, and having thank'd him, 
aiked him if he were of the Village ? Yes, replied the Mlar- 
quis in a feign'd Voice, who now had his own Reaſons for 
this Deception. Then, faid the other, did not an Offi- 
cer of Diſtinction come here three or four Days ago in 
a Chaiſe, attended by three Servants ? If you can inform 
me whether he continues here, or if gone, which Road 
he took, I will reward you handiomely. You are 
very lucky, anſwered the Marquis, to meet with me, 
becauſe no-body could have given you fo good an Intelli- 
gence. The Perſon you mean lolges at my Howe, 
is he not a tall ycung Man with black Eyes, wears a 
large Patch over halt his Forehead, and has long curled 
Hair ? You are right, laid the Man, and pray 
what does he pretend is his Buſineſs here. Nay, as to 


that, replied my Lover, it is none of my Buſineſs to 
aſk any Queſtions ; but there is a very pretty young Wo 
man, that they ſay, has brought him down tere.—T 
tell you the Truth, added he, lowering his Voice, and 
drawing nearer, they are together now in this V/ogd —— 
I have been liitening to their Converſation, and if you 


have 
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have any Curioſity, you necd only alight, and follov- 
me to be convinced, 

I knew very well by all that had been ſaid, that this 
was no other than the unfaithtul Servant, who had given 
us ſo much Concern, and was terriſied beyond Meature, 
lelt the Marquis in the firſt Emotions of his Rage ſhould. 
dilpatch the Wretch ; who immediately diſmounting on 
what his Maſter ſaid, he ſeized him by the Throat, and 
no longer diſguiſing his Voice, I have you, Villain, 
cry'd he, and at the ſame time drew his Sword, confels 
or die this Inſtant. I ſcreametd out at theſe Words, 
fear nothing, Madam, continued the Alargquis, and than 
turning to the Man, own the Truth, faid he, and I, 
perhaps, may pardon what you have done againſt me. 

The Traitor finding who it was that ſpoke to him, 
ſeem'd quite thunderitruck, and fell at his Feet begging 
he would ſpare his Life: Speak then, continued the 
Marquis, I promiſe to forgive you if you conceal no- 
thing of what you have done againſt me; but if you a- 
gain decæive ine expect no Mercy. The Servant who 
knew very well he might depend upon his XIaſter's 
Word, inferm'd him, that he was drawn in, and cor- 
rupted by the old Marquis's Gentlemen.—W hat For ſon, 
cry'd the Marquis? * 11s falſe my Father has dil- 
charged him his Service, —It was in order to make his 
Peace again, replied the Man, that as ſocn as he heard 
Madam De Roches had left Paris, he bethought him, 
knowing his Lord's Paſſion for her, of uſing all his En- 
deavours to find out the Place of her Retreat He 
was certain, he ſaid, that there was a Correſpondence 
between your Lordſhip and the Lady, and could not fail 
of diſcovering where ſhe was, provided he could inter- 
cept one of your Letters. 

Oa this Project he came to the Camp in a very private 
manner, and unfortunately pitch'd upon me as his In- 
ſtrument in the Affair. Not oniy becauſe I am his 
Country man, and was alſo forme:ly his Servant; but 
alſo becauſe it was through his Recommendations, I 
obtain'd the Honour of being in my Lord's Family. Af- 
ter calling all this to my Remembrance, he told me 

what 
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what had happened to him, and that if I would aſſiſt him in 
the Execution of a Scheme he had form'd for getting his 
Pardon, and at the ſame time being reveng'd on the 
Lady, who had occaſion'd his Diſgrace, he would not 
only give me an immediate Recompence, but alſo make 
my future Fortune. He found me, alas! but too much 
diſpoſed to come into his Meaſures, and acquainted me 
with his Contrivance ; which was to keep always as near 
your Perſon as poſſible, to be more afliducus and diligent 

| about you than any other of the Servants; to the end I 
| might gain ſome ſhare in your Confidence, and wken 
you wrote any Letters to be entruſted with them, which 
inſtead of delivering according to your Orders, I was to 

put immediately into his Hands. 
I obeyed all the Injunctions he gave me but too well: 


; And when your Lordihip commanded me to go to Paris, 
2 went no farther than a ſmall Town not five Aliles from 2 
5 the Camp, where he lay concealed expecting to hear 
5 from me. He was tranſported with Joy when he 
0 read the Letter you had entruſted me with this is 
3 all I wiſt'd, cry'd he, I am now certain of retrieving 
r- my Lord's Favour, and, perhaps, a greater Portion of 
15 it than ever. He was not deceived in this Hope, we 
il. went together to /er/a;l/.s, where the old Marquis then 
is was, and he had no ſooner wrute to him, that he was 
rd arrived and had News of Madam De Roches to impart, 
n, than he had Admittance and was reſtored to his Place; it 
n- was retulved I ſhould return to your Lordſhip with the 
Je Anſwer I brought, and continue to in ercept q our Letters, 
c in order to dilcover where the Lady was, which you 
ail did not mention in the Packet ycu ſent by me. 
er- But your ſudèen Departure from the Army difcon- 
certed all the NMeziures that had been agreed upon, el- 
ate ſpecially, as your T.ordſhip did not take me with you 
In- all I could do was to acquaint Menheur Ferſan with it, and 
his what Road the Equipage, with which I was left, was to 
but take. "Ihe rex: Day after we ſet out, a Footman be- 
1 longing to tlie old Marquis met me, with a Letter from 
Af- Monſieur Forſan, ordering me to quit the Baggage, and 
me endeavour by all the Means 1 could to diſcover what 
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Road you had taken; with a Promiſe that if I could 
knd out Mladem De Rocbes by it, he would provide for 
me in the har d{ ;meſt manner all the Days of my Lite. 
This, my Lord, was the Inducement of purſu— 
ing you with ſo much Diligence, and of my flying 
when accidentally met by your Valet de Chamber. 1 
donbted not but you had diſcovered my Infidelity, and 
knowing my:elf loſt with you, renewed my Enquiries 
more zealouily than ever. I ſuller'd no Town ner 
Village to eſcape me, between the Camp and this, where 
vour Lordſhip has ſurprized me- but Heaven to 
puniſh my Perfidy has render'd all my Hopes frutirate. 
I am in ycur Lordſnip's power Jiipoic of 
me as you pleaſe ; but I hope you will ſhew Mercy to a 
poor W retch, who has ſuffered himſelf to be corrupted by 
fine Promiſes and Hopes of a Settlement for Life ; and 
who beſides all this, was really inſormed, that what they 
wanted me to do was wholly for your gocd, and to 
break of an Affair, which Mionſieur Fran ſwore to 
me, would ſooner or later end in your Deſtruction, and 
which the old Marquis was determined to prevent, if poſ- 
lible. at any Rate. 

The Fellow ended theſe Words, with throwing him- 
ſelf a ſecond time at his Maſter's Feet, and wept ſo bit- 
terly, that I could not forbear interceding in his Be- 
half. I will keep my Word with him, Madam, 
ſaid the Niarquis, and ſpare 11> Life, with this Proviſo, 
that he never more comes into my Sight. Pru- 
Gence, however, obliges me to ſecure him till 1 am got 
Home again, and you are diſpoſed of in ſome other 
Place, to prevent any farther Effects of his 'Lreachery. 
Ah, my Lord, cry'd the Nan, I ſwear by all that is 
holy, that if your Lordſhip vouchſaſes to give me your 
Pardon, I will make no other Uſe of it, than to repair 
the Fault I have committed. 

There was ſomewhat in his Behaviour, that had fo 
much the Air of a true Penitent, that it moved me 
very much, and I pleaded for lm with all the Earneſt- 
neis I was able the Marquis pauicd a little after I 


* done ſpeaking; but when * had well weigh'd the 
| Buſineſs 
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Buſineſs in his Mind this, ſaid he, is the only Re- 
gueſt in which 1 either can, or ought to refuſe du 
to put it in the Power of a Perſon who has once be- 
trayed my Confidence, to Ceceive me a ſecond time, is 
being a worſe Enemy to my!elf than he can potlibly be, 
and is what I have laid down as a Maxim never to be 
guilty of but to ſhew you how ready I am to comply 
as far as is conſiſtent with Diſcretion, though I cannot 
ſuffer him about myſelf, I will be no hindrance to his 
being provided for with another Mailer. Take 
then my Pardon, continued he, and with it ſomething 
20 ſupport your Expences, till you get into Service. 
With theſe Words he gave him four Lewis D'Ors; and 
added, his Thanks were due to me, whom he deſign'd 
ſo cruelly to injure. Aſter this the Fellow retired full 
of Grief, and I believe unfeign'd Repentance; and ne 
return'd Home mal:ing vanous Reflections on this Ad- 
venture. 

The next Day the Marquis forced himſelf, purſuant to 
the Reſolution he had taken, to quit the Willage of 
. ; how difficult both of us found it to part, 
would be a Taſſz for the moſt ſivent Pen to paint—all the 
Courage, all the Fortitude 1 conc call to my Aſũſtance, 
was ſcarce ſefiicient to enable me to ſupport the Grief, 
V.ith which I was coverwneim's. Remember, 
aid I, embracing him with tue utmoſt Tenderneſs, re- 
member on your Fidclit) depends my Fate. Alas! 
replied he, is it: poſſible for me to live without adoring 
Veu ! great as our Ditcppointments arc 
invincible as the Bars between our mutual Wiſhes ſeen, 
there i a Pleaſure even in ſ{uſter.is tor you, beyond 
what all the World v.ithout it cauld beitory. While 
obient from you I both ſce and hear you, your dear Idea 
is ſo ſtreug upon my Faculties, that 1 converſe with you 
as Wien preſent. -O! love me with the ſame Fer- 
your, and we neither of us can be truly unhappy. 

It would be tco tedious to repeat the hundredth Part of 
the ſoft endearing Expreſſions we made uſe of to cach 
other; fo I ſhall only ſay, that initead of going in the 
Morning as he intended, they tcok up fo much tine 
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that it was near five in the Evening before we ſeparated 
at laſt he tiaew himicit into h's Chiiic, and 
gave me ſo tender an Adieu with his Eyes, that mine 
guſh'd forth a Tlood of Acars iu ſpite cf my Fudeavours 
to reſtrain them. Ihe Country People, who were ga— 
ther'd about the Chaiiz, as every thing turprizes in a Vi- 
lage, were Witneſtes of our Parting, and I could hear 
them ſay, this is being like Brothers ond Siſters, indecd; 
how fond they are of one ancther. 

Had not my jeart been too much oppreſt, I ſhould 
not have forborn laughing at the Simplicity ct theſe poor 
Pcople, though at ihe ſame time it ſhewed their own 
want of Guile, not to ſuſpect it in others, i key 
took the Marquis for my Brother, becauſe they were 
told he was ſo, and to be able to penetrate too deeply, is 
not always the moſt laudable Qualification. 

My dear Marquis was no ſooner gore, than I ſhut 
myſelf up in my Cloſet and gave the full Scope to my 
Tears and Lamentations when, cry'd I, ſhall ] fee 
again this Lover ſo truly worthy of all the Affection 1 
have for him ? What will be the Event ct ſo ten- 
cer, and ſo unfortunate a Paſſion ? Are we never 
to meet without our Felicity being embittered with the 
1 houghts of Parting ? The old Marquis came next 
into my Head, enraged as he is, at my abſenting my- 
{If, faid I, how know I but he may compel his Son to 
reveal to him where I am, or if not fo, ſome other 
means may betray the Place of my Retirement. 
Perhaps, when I leait expect him he may appear 
may accoſt me with Fury in bis Heart and Eyes - may 


ſay, take your Choice, Feancita, either my Bed or a 


Cloyller is your Doom it is in vain for you to Ce- 
pend upon my Son, he can afford you no Aſſtilance, nor 
ever ſhall be yours. You ought to tiemble at having 


ſo far incenſed me, as it is in my Pov.er to make you 
Loch pay dearly for the Advantage, he has gaincd cf 
me in your Aﬀection. 

Theſe Imagination: were ſo ſtrong and lively that I 
fell 1:19 a Fit of FTrembling, as if what my Fears ſug- 
g:itcd were already come,——l believe. my gr 

WL 
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will ſhortly have Reaſon to think they were a klad of 
Prognoſtick, of what was ſhortly to happen to me: 1 
check'd myicif, however, and endeavoured not to give 
way to them, but in vain | went to my Devotion:, 
yet ſtill they mingled with my Prayers. Heavens 
alas! was deaf to my Entreaties, nor could a Heart 
attach'd as mine was at that time to wor'd!y Objects, ex- 
pect Aſſiſtance from above. To merit Divine Conſola- 
tion, one ought to be aſhamed of that Weakneſs I too 
much indulged ; ſo that left entirely to myſelf, Tears 
and Complainings were all the Relief I could find, 
in the Oppreſſions I then labour'd under. 


The End of the ELEFENTH PART. 


VIR TUOUS VILLAGER, 
| OR, 


VIRGIN's VICTORY. 


. 


HERE E Days from that of the Mar- 
$ quis's departure, I paſſed in little 
elſe than Tears; but then the expecta- 

tion of receiving a Letter from him, 
with an Account of what I had to 
hope or fear from his Father, gave 
ſome trace to my Melancholy, but 
none arriving either by the Polit, 
or any particular Meſſenger, I re'a'ed int» my former 
Sadneſs, with this additional Cauſe, that ſumewhat very 
extraordinary malt have happened, which could occa- 
fron a Delay in what he knew muſt be ſo neceſſary, 
not only for my Peace of Mind, but alſo for the regulat- 
ing my Conduct, as to removing from, or continuing in 
the Village where I was, 


My 
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My Father, Mother, and good Aunt were much 


troubled at the unuſual Penſiveneſs they obſerved in me, 
and omitted nothing which they imagined might divert 


me, but all their Attempts were unſucceisfu], even 
Reading, my favourite Amuſement, had no longer any 
Charms for me, my Thoughts were too perplexed to 
ſuffer me to give any Attent: on to what I had no immediate 
Concern in, and even tote Books of Devotion, in which 
the pious ouls of the Compoſers were poured out in 
fervent Tjacilitions, failed of inſpiring me with thoſe 
Sertumeits, which in reality could only have ailorded 
me that Serenity 1 {tood io much ta need of. 

hole week was now elapſed, I had no News, 
and ?egra to grow impatient, and almoſt wild with the: 
various Perturbations of my Mind Good God ! 
weuid 1 ofren cry out, what can have happened! 
what Accident fo dreadu! thit my Lorer thou:d fear to 
inform me 0f——— was walking haftily about my 
Apartment, the Agitations of my lind, rendering my 
Body no leſs reſtleſs, when my Mother came haſtily 
into the Room, to tell me that a Chaiſe and Six with 2 
Gentleman in it, deſired to {peak with me. As rv 
Apprehenſions of the old Marquis were always in my 
Head, I concluded it was he, and was ready to faint 
away; I recovered myſelf, however, and deſircd he 
might be brought in ; but what I endured in that Interval 
is not to be expreſſed. 

But how were my Fears converted into Pleaſure, 
when I ſaw inſtead of him I imagined, the Valet de 
Chamber of my Lover, the faithful Dubois came into my 
Chamber, and preſented a Letter to me: Heavens! 
cried I, is it poſiible that after the Apprehenſions the 
Marquis and I were under of your being ſeen here, 
that he ſhould venture to ſend you? I have taken a 
ſure Precaution to prevent being known, ſaid he, ſhewir 
me a falſe Noſe, which it ſeems he had worn till he 
came into my Room, this Noſe would diſguiſe me to 
my owa Father; ſo that there is nothing to be feared 
on that ſide, would to Heaven, continued he, 
J could as eaſily reconcile * to the News I bring 
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©, Heavens! cried I, carneftly, what has happened? 
Read, Madam, rejoined he, and you will then be judge 
whether my Lord Marquis could properly ſend any 
other Perſon than myſelf on a Buſineſs which will require 
all your Fortitude to ſuſtain. 

do dreadful a Preparation might very well alarm me. 
Recavens, cried I, what new Dia er he t Is 
has Fate ro prepared for the unfortunate Feauetta /— 
the Seal broke open I feud what I cannot even now 
reflect on, witzout ſhivering Griet ſure was 
never morta!, for it it had I could not have durvived the 
reading tuis I pille. 


To mine no more, the fatally enchanting 
JEANET TA. 


JF #1 AT jail I ſay, O, tron tos lovely Creature 
ine expreſs the Situation of my Heart! Grief ! 

Hirrar ! Leftaration! AMadztils are all Weras too poor 10 
„ee vow any jrf} Idea of it Fete, exquiſite in Cruelty, 
+: ute content to render me the moſt avretched of Mankind, 
eithout cope {lizsr in en Hand to give the Blow, which 
forever ſivſs m- 7 071 my hipes————ye, Jeanetta, it 7s 
10 Gf Td. that I muſt fe all the Pawer I have over 
, to cugage you to thick of me 1 more————to baniſh 
1 entirely from your Heart that Heart which to 
ain I have dane and ſuffered ſo much————This 1 muſt 
ds, or fo "Fuit all Title to better Fortune———let ms than 
rater he miſerable than merit to be %.. but, why d 
I kerp you in ſuſpenſe ? the dreadful Riddle muſt be at laſt 
explained Take it then in few Words My Father 
lies at the print of Death, brought to zhis Extremity by you 
and me——nur Name is ever in his Month=————he 
call. fir you ard ſays he ſhall expire in Peace, 
if he carries to the Grade the Name of your Huſband. 
can I be a Son, and not do every ting in my power to 


preſerve fo precious a ys as that of a Parent s 
* 
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Ian jounhap;y as to bſe him, let me nat repronch myſeſs, 


with being the harrid Cauſe of his Death tle 
Name ef Purricide, is xvhat I cannot boar if UE 
theref:re I vas dear to you, {ave him <vho gave me 
Beirg even now his laſt Montes jeem approaching 
la then, O meſt exccll-::! of thy Seo: ! T7 Minutes 
delay may make the Fus aur jeu ava, £1517 tos dat, and 
render me the mati guilly, as ell as mei acrtuncd of 
Park nd 


I ours, as fur as Try dare ts call , 


1i— — 


Whatis it to me, cried I, burſting into Tears, let the 
* cruel Parent die um I to he puniſhed for the 
Fury of his Paſſion, and the Condition to which it has 
reduced him ! Rigid Heaven! am I preſerved for 
this why was 1 born with theſe deſtructive 
Charms why endred with a Saul capable of diſtin- 
gniſhing what real Happineſs is, if 1 mult be plunged 
into the Depth of Aliſery ? as I ſpcke this, my 
Grief ſo overwhelmed me, that had not Datos tupporicd 
me ] muſt have fainted away. 

The Marquis doubtleſs had forſeen to what a Condi- 
tion his Letter would reduce me, and gave his Valet de 
Chamber a Phial, whoſe rich Elixir reſtored me to my - 
ſell alas! ſaid I to Dubois, why would you not 
ſotfzr me to die why apply this barbarous Re- 
lief. like a Wretch condemned to expire in Tor- 
ments, you ſtrengthen me only to prolong my Pain. 

Tho' Dubois by the Knowledge he had of my Lore 
for his Maſter, might be ſuppoſed to be pretty 
well prepared for ſuch a Scene, yet was he ſo de- 
jected at it, that he was ſcarce able to utter any thing for 
my Conſolation at laſt, in the Name of all that's 
dear to yeu, Madam, ſaid he, endeavour to bear up 
againit this unexpected Blow think to what a 
Condition it has reduced my Lord, and how dearly he 
pays for his Ditcharge of his Duty ſhou'd he ice 


O14 your 


266 The Virtuous Villager; or, 


your Griefs what would become of him? O, 
it is that which overthrows all my Fortitude, replied 1, 
did I ſuſter alone, Death would ſoon put a Period to my 
Sorrows ; but the Conſiderations of my dear Marquis's 
De pair retards my fleeting Life what would indeed 
tecome of this ſaithtul Lover, if he ſhouid be told I was 
Killed by the Irjun&tion he laid upon me ? Yes, 
cried I, after a ſhort Paule, to compa y with his Deſires, 
to make bim eaſy, in the cruel Sacrifice he makes of 
what is dearelt to him, I mult not only preſerve the 
Life cf his Father, but my own De ſhall be 
eacyed 

Ny Sighs for ſome Time intercepted the Paſſage of 
my Voids ; bat ſuppreſting them with all my Might, 
et us go, cried J, the Blarquis ſhail know how 
extenſive lis Power is over me deſigned myſelf 
for him, myſelf was all the Preſent | had to make him, 
and fora jung time he has been Rlaſter of me he 
may diſpoſe lis own [ will not oſter to refit 
by acting in this manner I ſhall at leaſt prove, that thu? 
{ am infnitely interior to him in Birth, I am not at 
u ſo in nchle Seatiments, and any Example he can {et 
1 ſtall never wart Reſolution to imitate. 

Wat a Dignity of Mind do you make known, 
Madam, crie Dubois with Tears in his Eyes: 
a way of Thinking ſuch as yours is worthy of a Throne, 
none that truly know you can be aſtoniſhed at 
that Exceſs of Paſiion you excite————ah! would to 
Heaven you were as fortunate as I am ſure you ought to 
be! 

I was too much overwhelm'd with Aflition to make 
any Reply to theſe Words, nor had even my Vanity, which 
I have a thouſand times acknowledged was my predo- 
minant Foib!e, any Dominion over me in this dreadful 
Criſis. I cailed for Barbara, and ordered her to pack up 
my Things immediately for my Journey Ah, 


Hezvens l are we going to leave 25 then! cried 
ſhe ; perhaps we are, ſaid I, with more Sternneſs than 
J had ever ſpoke to her before, it's not your Buſineſs to 
en quire but to obey. The gacd Creature was as” on 
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this; but went about doing as I had commanded, tho 
I believe with a very akeing Heart. 

My Detigns were no ſooner known, than every one 
was in Tears——what muſt we loſe this charming Lady, 
cried my Mother? I hope, rejoyned my Father, who 
happened to be at home, it is not through any Fault of 
ours ? no, no, anſwered I, on the contrary, I leave you 
with a regret, which at preſent you are not able to con- 
ceive an indiſpentible, a cruel Neceſſity tears me 
from you I ſhould have thought myſelf bleſt to have 
paſt all my Days in this peaceful innocent Obſcurity; 
but a Mandate 1 am bound to obey, leaves me not the 
Miftreſs of my Inclinations. | 

As I ſpoke theſe Words, I took my Mother in my 
Arms and tenderly embraced her, my Father out of 
Reſpect drew back; but I flew to him, and throwing 
myſelf upon his Neck, permit me, faid 1, to tetlity 
how dear I am to you———-a little Time perhaps will 
þ ſhew I do but my Duty. 
| After this I got into my Chaiſe, leaving my Parents 
very much aſtoniſhed, eſpecially my Father, whoſe verv 
Soul was touched at my endearing Behavior : My Aunt 
jumped in after me, as fond as ſhe was of her Village. 
and cried, ſhe would leave all that was dear to her in the 
World to follow me ; on which I kiſſed her by way of 
Acknowledgment ; juſt as we were driving away, mv 
Mother aſked me what ſhe ſhould do with the Goods I 
had left behind—————keep them, cried I, ſtretching 
out my Hand to her, whither I ever Return to you cr 
— all I have is yours, both through Gratitude and 

uty. | 

could not hear what Anſwer ſhe made, the Chaiſe 

at that Inſtant began to be in Motion, but doubtleſs mv 

Words were us ſurprizing as the Hurry in which I went 

away. Dubo::, whoſe Orders were to make all poſſible 

Expedition, haſtened the Poſtilion, and all the Poit- 

i Houſes having notice, the Relays were in ſuch readinel-, 
| that we did not loſe a Moment. 

I was all the Time buried in the moſt profound Me- 

lancholy, which Dubois perceiving as he rode by the 
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ſide of the Chaiſe, begged of me to conquer my Affliction 
as much as poſſible, and told me, that if the young 
Marquis ſhou!d be ſenſible of half the Grief he ſaw me 
in, ke could not anſwer but that it would be fatal to 
him. 

I loved with too difintereſted an Affection not to do 
every Thing that might contribute to the eaſe of that 
dear Man, and afiured Dubois, I would uie my utmoſt 
Eſtorts to ſtiſle my Sighs, my Tears, and all that ſhould de- 
note Di.ireſs, which was the utmoſt could be expected 
from mc. 

My pcor Aunt, who heard all this without being 
ble co comprehend the Meaning of it any farther, than 
that ſomething had happened to give me Diſquiet, cried 
every Moment, bleſs me, I wonder any body can have 
the Heart to vex ſo good a Lady; but I will pray ſo 
heartily to God for you, that { am ſure you will be rid 
of every thing that troubles you at laſt, 

How well, thought I, does the Simplicity of this 
good Creature remind me of my Duty ! it's to Heaven 
alone, we ought to have recourſe in our Calamitie 
it's Heaven alone can relieve us. Vain are our own 
Endeavours vain the Conſolation that human 
help affords ! 

The Relays all the Way were ſo exact, that the Speed 
we made was incredible, Day was but juſt withdrawn 
when we arrived at Paris; but there are ſome periods 
11 Life, when every thing goes wrong, and makes it 
ſe:m as if Misſortunes of every kind combined to our 
Vexation. Dubois was ſo eager in haſtening the Poſtilion, 
that in his hurry he drove againſt a Coach and overturned 
it, juſt as we paſled by the Opera-Houſe, which break- 
ing one of our Whee!s obliged us to {top : The Shrieks of 
the Women in the Coach drew together a hundred 
Flambeaux, ard a vaſt Crowd of People, ſo that every 
thing that paſſed was as plainly to be ſcen as at Noon- 
Day————Z7Zz#t275 had left me fitting in the Chaite, 
in order to go and bring a Chair while he was 
gone, the Footmen belonging to the Coach hat had re- 
ceived this Injury, fell upon my Poſtilion, the Fellow 
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unable to make his Party good againit ſo many roared 
out for help; his Crics drew {til more People about us, 
and the Confuſion was ſo great, that Barbara and my - 
ſelf were terrified to that Degree that we were ready to 
faint away; but my Fright ſoon gave way to my Vexa- 
tion I was looking earneitly for Du his to return, 
when the Duke De unluckily going to the Op era 
knew me from his Coach, and called out to his Servants 
to ſtop malte up to that Chaiſe, cricd he, and pre- 
vent the Lady from coming to any hurt by this Acci- 
dent —ſhe is my Acquaintance, and a Woman of 
Auality. 

Not all the Danger I was in, ſeemed half ſo much a 
Alisfortune as the meeting this Nobleman, and would 
much rather have remained in it, than owed my Aſii- 
ſtance to a Perſon, from whoſe Love or Gallantry my 
dear Marquis had ſuffered ſo much beſides, I 
knew not what Diſcoveries the real Madam De Rocher, 


might have made after I was gone, nor what I ſhould 


reply in caſe, when this Bultle ſhould be over, any 


Queſtions ſhould be aſked me concerning my having 


aſſumed that Name. 

The Duke's coming up drew the Eycs of the whole 
Crowd upon me ; but, good Heavens, how was I alarmed, 
when the Ladies being by this Time, with much adv 
dragged out of the Coach, which lay quite turned over, 
I faw that one of them was Madam D' Efttval, that 
Madamoitelle D'Lllieux, by whole Malice I had been 
brought iato ſo many Troubles hat would I not 
have given to have been any where but where I Was! 
pulled my Hood over my Face to prevent her 
knowing me; but ſhe had already got a Glimpſe of my 
Face, and was no leis quickſighted than myſelf? waar, 
faid ſhe, to her Servants, and the People about her, is 
that the Chaile that has offered me this Inſult, and being 
anſwered in the afhrmative, and has that infamous little 
Wretch e'capeJ till now the Puniſhment of all the 
Miſchiefs her Artiſices have occaiton'd iS flag tz 
at Liberty, and has the Impudeace to attront a Wo:aan 
of Quality ?=———=Z_rag ber Headlong from me Chase 
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into the Kenne', added ſhe, to her Servants 
is no Uſage bad encugh for her. 

*I'is ealy to imagine what I felt on this Occaſion, 
and how I lookcd at the approach of 1vur Footmen with 
their Flambeaux ; but a ProteQtor was not wanting 
The Duke having quitted his Coach, came running with 
his Servants, and drew his Sword let me fee 
Who dare come near this Chaiſe, ſaid he———this 
Lady is my Acquaintance, and whoever has the Inſolence 
to moleſt her, ſhall repent it. "Theſe Words, and the 
Knowledge who it was that ſpoke them, made the 
Foutmen cf Madam D* Efiival draw back Here 
the affair might poſſibly have ended, had not the too 
couragious Dubois came that Inſtant up, and ſeeing the 
Danger! was in, began to lay about him with his Whip, 
on Which they all turned upon him with their Flambeaux , 
the Duke's Men took his Part, and had it not been for 
tne Guard:, who ſome were prudent enough to call, a 
great deal of Miſchief muſt have enſued—the Duke, 
who tcok this Opportunity to give me a Proof of his 
Paſſion, had engaged in the Fray himſelf, but the Officer 
on Duty appearing, te Jumult abated, and the Duke 
entreating him in a very polite Manner, to aſſiſt in 
conveying me to his Ccach, which he ſaid was waiting 
for me, he came to ofter me his Hand for that Purpoſe ; 
when Madam D* E/{iva!, perceiving I was likely to get 
away, called out to him, what are you about Monſieur, 
ſaid this cruel Woman, would you protect, and hinder 
me from puniſhing a ſawey Wretch, who out of meer 
Matice pulls over my Coach, and inſults me in the Face 
of the World ]- there are a hundred Witneiles to 
ſwear this, tis unjuf. to protect a little mean Creature, 
after ſuch a Behaviour, and have no regard to the Re: 
monſttar.ces of a Woman cf Quality the Officer 
iurpriled at theſe Reproaches, and I:rowing ſhe was in- 
ceed a Weman cf Rank, turned towards her, and told 
ter, that it was not for him to decide the Matter —— 
that ke only did his Duty in preventing Miichict 


there 


that my Chatle was broke down, and it was but jult 
to 
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to help me out of it; and that I was a Perſon of 
Diſtinftion too 

How! cried Madam D' Eftival, of Diſtinction 
you are impoſed upon Monſieur ———the Wretch is 
the Daughter of a poor Wood-Cutter in the Foreſt 
of Fountainbleau, and Tenant to the late Count my 
Father. 

The Duke De who was ſo perſuaded that I 
really was what I had pretended to be, that I believe 
he would have loſt his Life in the Defence of his Opi- 
nion, cried out, it was very unbecoming to have re- 
courſe to Calumny, in order ts gain a Point ; that he 
knew me very well, and that there was, not one Word 
of Truth in all ſhe had alledged. Beſides, ſaid he, ap- 
pealing to the People, why ſnould this Lady be blamed 
for the Careleſſneſs of her Poſtilion "tis eaſy to 
ſee ſhe is the Perſon moſt frighted at the Accident, and 
inſtead of uſing her ill, every body ought in Honour to 
give her what Aſſiſtance ſhe ſtands in need of—but I am 
not much ſurprized, continued he, in an Air of Ridicule, 
at the IIl- nature which would ſubject her to every kind 
of Misfortune you ſee ſhe is extremely handſome, 
and that is a Crime never to be pardoned by Ladies of a 
certain turn of Mind. 

This extroardinary Concluſion ſet every body into a 
loud Fit of Laughter they turned their Eyes firſt 
on me, then on Madam D*Eftival, and then on me 
again a general Murmur was heard in my favour, 
A hundred Arms inſtead of one a hundred 
Coaches were offered to receive me——all now went 
wonderfully for me, but I was deſtined to undergo one 
more Mortification yet before I could get rid of this 
Adventure. 

Public Entertainments at Paris, and I believe every 
where elſe, bring People together, who otherwiſe per- 
haps never would have met. My ill Stars decreed it ſo, 
that the true Counteſs De Roches was that Night at the 
Opera the top of Coaches I had ſo innocently 
occaſioned. fre vented her coming out, and enquiring, as 
it was natural, the Reaſon of this Diſturbance, and the 
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Names of the Ladies, for whoſe different Intereſts there 
had been a kind of Parties made, one of the Duke's Ser- 
vants unfortunately happened to be near her, and an- 
ſwered, that as to one of the Ladies he did not know 
her, but the other was Madam the Counteſs De Roches. 
How ! ſaid ſhe, to two Ladies who were with 
her, this Accident is odd enough this is certainly 
the Woman, who took my Name upon her, and received 
that Bounty from the King, which I ought to have 
had Fil have her apprehended upon the Spot, 
if ſhe elcapes now, I may make as many fruitleis En- 
quires after her as i have done. 

While this Conſpiracy was forming againſt me, and 
which I heard nothing of ; they were helping me out of 
the Chaiſe: the Duke De———— took hold of my 
Hand, and would have 1 me to go into his 

Coach; but Dubais whiſpered ſomething to his Grace, 
on which he anſwered, that is very true, and then led 
me to another, which I ſaw had the Marquis's Livery, 
we were juſt going to drive away, when a Voice cried 


out, ſtop ——itop the fictitious Counteſs De Roches /—— 


Dubois, who had heard ſomething of this, tho' I had not, 
had jumped into the Coach with me, and putting his 
Head out of the Door, bid the Coachman to drive as fait 
as he could, and regard nothing this Direction 
ſaved me, it was executed with ſuch Rapidity ; to the 
Misfortune of a!i the Carriages that ſtood in our way, 
the Horſes unuſed to the Whip, now feeling it, bore 
down every thing they met, and whirled me from this 
Diſaſter, which otherwiſe might have proved of very 
ill Conſequence to me. 

It was near Eleven however, when I reached the old 
Marquis's Houſe : all his People ſtood ready to receive 
me as 1 alighted from the Coach, eager and curious to 
ſee a Perlon ſo remarkable by her preſent Circum- 
ſtances ; the young Marquis himſelf waited for me in a 
Gallery; he looked pale, wan, dejected, and as a lan 
quite born down with Affliction the D:iocder of 
his Dreſs, and even his very Hair beſpoke the Trouble 
of his Soul. —ith a Sigh, which ſeemed to rend 
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uis Heart, he took me by the Hand, and tenderly 
prefled it; but had not power to utter one Word, tho? 
| perceived he more than once attempted it was in 
the ſame Condition, fain would I have ſpoke ſomething 
to convince him of the greatneſs of the Sacrifice I was 
going to make him; but I was deprived of Voice, and 
thus in the moſt perie& Attitudes of dumb Sorrow, did 
we paſs thro' ſeveral large Rooms before we came to the 
Marquis's own Apartment. 

We arrived at length at the fatal Door, it was fo 
dark, that I could diltinguiſh nothing at entring, but 
two Wax Candles, whoſe feeble Glimmering, was half 
obſcured by the Shade of a Screen, The Marquis 
ſqueez'd my Hand a ſecond Time, ſigh'd again, and 
having led me into the Middle of the Room, left me 
there, and went to his Father's Bed - ſide; my 


Lord, cried he, in a faultering Voice, the beautiful 


Feanetta is come to offer herſelf to you——ſhe will no 
longer oppoſe the Honour you deſign her——ſhall ſhe 
approach -a low Voice, like that of a Perſon 
whoſe latelt Moment was arrived, anſwered, what ſay 
you, Son? the Marquis attempted to repeat what 
he had faid ; but his inward Agonies would not permit 
him, and all he could do was to make a Sign to 


2 who was waiting, to perform that Office for 


m. 

The old Marquis no ſooner ſeemed to underſtand 
what they were ſaying to him, than he cried out in a 
Voice ſomewhat louder than before Son, I am 
ſatisſied and then remained ſilent. 

My dear Marquis, who had been ſtruggling with his 
Griets, had now gathered Courage enough to aſk him 
if he would not fee mel fear, replied he, I have 
not Strength ſufficient to bear it however let her 
approach. I did fo, trembling and almoſt dying at 
every Step, the Marquis took my Hand, and preſented 
it to his Father, who called for a Light, but when one 
was brought, ſeemed unable to bear the glare of it, and 
bad then remove it again it is enough, ſaid he, I 
ſee Jam not deceived, it is indeed Zeazetta herfelf ; 
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he ſaid no more, but appeared deep in Thought, during 
which he caſt his Eyes ſometimes on me, and ſometimes 
on his Son alternately. 

We all were in a profound Silence for ſome time, the 
young Marquiswas the firſt that broke it, and teſtifing 
the Conqueſt he had gained over himſelf, well my Lord, 
ſaid he, in a more intelligible Voice, how do you find 
yourſelf ? will not the Sight of a Perſon ſo dear 
to you give ſome happy turn to your Diſtemper ? Alas! 
cried he, it is too much I have not Spirits to ſup- 
port the Joy then addreſſing himſelf to me, you have 
ſpoke nothing to me, O too charming Feanetta / 

fear your coming hither is an Affliction to you. No, 
my good Lord, repled I with a Reſolution which ſur- 
prized even myſelf, and I ſwear to perform whatever 
your Son has engaged for me. How generous is this, 
cried the old Marquis, why cannot I imitate it 
why abuſe ſuch Goodneſs ; but Fate muſt be obeyed. 

When he had ſpoke theſe Words, he made a Sign to 


Forſan to come near, after which this Gentleman pre- 


ſented me his Hand, and ſaid, it was the Marquis's 
Pleaſure he ſhould have the Honour of conducting me to 
the Apartment alloted for me ; would it were my Grave, 
faid I to myſelf, yet ſuffer him to lead me, and kept 
back the Tears which were ready to burſt, and give vent 
to the Anguiſh of my ſwollen Heart. He took the Op- 
portunity as we were going toaſk my Pardon for all his 
paſt Tranſgreſſions, and begged me to believe he would 
attone for them by the Fidelity and Submiſſion of his 
future Conduct. To all which, I anſwered very cooly, 
and if I was capable of feeling any Re'ief in this dread- 
ful Situation, it was when I was rid of him. 
The Apartment in which he left me, vas furniſhed 
and adorned with a Profuſion of Magni!.cence the 
Gildings, Carvings, Glaſſes ſhincd on al! ide: 


my Eyes were ſtruck with the Glare, but iny Heart was 
in ſuch a cruel State of Dejcti-n, nat it ſcarce was 
ſenſible of any Thing. I thruywiu el into an fy 
Chair, and the long reſtrainci learn vl vas alcne, 
burſt forth, and ded me one little Faſe, eiſe I 


verily 
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verily believe I had been ſuffocated but I enjoyed 
this poor Relief but a ſhort 'Time : The Houſe Steward 
came in, and with a great deal of Reſpect, aſked me 
if I would have Supper ſerved np. I want nothing, 
anſwered I, and the greateſt Pleaſure you can do me, 
is to ſuffer me to retire to reſt ; but he replied, that tho 
his Orders were to obey me in every thing, he could 
not conſent I ſhould be without Refreſhment, after the 
Fatigue of my Journey. With theſe Words he left me, 
and preſently after entered two Footmen, with the Ser- 
vices of the Table, the Cloath was laid, and I was not 
a little ſurprized to fee two Plates. 

When all was ſpread ; a number of Men in rich 
Liveries, brought in the Diſhes, and delivered them to 
the Steward, who placed them on the Table, I was 
not accuſtomed to theſe Ceremonies, and in ſpite of my 
Melancholy they amuſed me. 

The Moment the firſt Courſe was placed, a Valet 
de Chamber appeared at the Door, carrying two Flam- 
beuux, and followed by the young Marquis, he made a 
low Bow to me, and after having preſented his Hand, 
to lead me to tie Table, fat down juit over againſt me, 
without ſpeaking one Word. 

This Sight produced in me an odd kind of Emotion, 
and which I am utterly unable to deſcribe it could 
not be called Pleaſure, our preſent Circumſtances would 
not admit of it, nor was it truly Pain ; the Preſence of 
a Man ſo much the Lord of all my Faculties could not 
be diſguſtful to me it was therefore a Mixture of 
both, and created a hurry of Spirits greater than in all 
the various Accidents of my Life I had ever known be- 
fore. The Number of Servants in waiting was ſuch 
a Reſtraint upon me, that I ſcarce durſt look upon him. 
and when I did it, was but hy Stealth : He either did in 
reality, or I imagired it, appear under leſs Affliction than 
when I ſaw him firſt, and this gave me no ſmall Sur- 
Prize, for tho? his Grief was Death to me, yet I thought 
he ought not to be able to overcome it. 

In this Situation of Mind, it could not be expected I 
Nouls have any Appetite to eat, tho' the Marquis was 
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very diligent in carving ſor me, whatever he imagined 
might be agreeable to me we drank to each other 
ſeveral Times by a Bow, but ſpoke not a Word, and 
this dumb Scene laſted all the Time we were together. 

As full of Inquietude as I was, I had not power to 
riſe from Table for a long Time, till recollecting that 
my Tediouſneſs might be taken Notice of, and the 
Motive of it ſuſpected, I quitted my Chair, and the 
Marquis immediately took me by the Hand. The 
Flambeaux led the Way, and I was conducted into a 
Bedchamber, where I found two Women waitirg on 
each fide a rich Toylet, that very Toylet which had 
been preſented to me, and I had left behind me in my 
Lodgings at Paris; one of them advanced an ealy 
Chair the Moment JI came in, and then with the 
other attended behind it, ready to receive my Commands. 

As ſoon as I was ſeated the Marquis made me a 
profound Reverence, and went out of the Room 
as I caſt my Eyes on him, that Inſtant I ſaw he was in 
Tears, that Sight melted down all my Reſolution, and 
I barit into an immoderate Fit of Weeping. 

On this, one of the Woman drew near, and with a 
great deal of Sweetneſs, as well as Humility, begg'd I 
would not afflet myſelf, but exert that good Senle the 
World allowed me to be Miſtreſs of, in ſurmounting my 
Diſtreſſes, if it were poſſible I could labour under any, 
in the ſplendid Condition I now was. Alas! cried I, 
with a Sigh, I deſerve not theſe Favours from Fortune— 


why are they not beſtowed on one who would become 


them better ? 

I then began to think of my poor Aunt, and enquired 
if a Woman I had brought with me, and very much 
loved, were removed from me? They aſſured me to the 
contrary, and ſaid that when the young Marquis 
conducted me to his Father's Apartment, the Comptroller 
of the Houſe had taken her into a Room, and that the 
was now at Supper in the Steward's Parlour, where ſhe 
was treated with all imaginable Kindneſs in Reſpect to 
me, and I ſhould ſee her inſtantly. 
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J was highly ſatisfied with this Anſwer, and as ſoon 
as the came in, I deſired to be left alone with her, which 
Order being cbeyed, I began to queſtion her about 
what ſhe had obſerved inthe Houſe, and in what Man- 
ner they behaved to her. Ah ! my dear Lady, replied 
ſhe, with Eyes ſparkling with joy, a thouſand Times 
better than ever I could have expected, I have ſupped 
with the young Lord's Nurſe, who is extremely kind to 
me all the Men, dreſſed as fine as Counts, waited 
upon me, and called me Madamoilel!e at ever Word 
I never was ſo treated in all my Life——methinks 1 
am in Paradiſe———-] believe indeed it's all upon 
yeur Account; but no matter for that. I take 
the more Pleaſure in it for being obliged to you fer 
It, 

So great was her Tranſport, that I believe ſhe would 
have talked all Night, if I hzd not interrupted her, 
by ſaying I thought it requiſite we ſhould both of us go 
to Bed after our Jcurney ; with all my Heart, ſaid ſhe, 
for my Heart's at eaſe, n] am ſure I ſhall ſleep well. 
I then aſked her, if ſhe knew where ſhe was to lie? 
Yes, indeed, ſaid ſhe, taking a Candle in her Hand, 
while you were at Supper, the Nurle ſhewed we all 
your Apartments, and the Chamber appointed for 
me See there, Madam, faid ſhe, making me look 
into a ſmall Room, that opened from my own ; hat a 
fine Field-Bed there is good God! continued ſhe, 
laying her Hand on the BEedding, it is almoſt a Sin to 
ſpoil all this what Sheets are here, our Curates 
Surplice is not half ſo white and fine her Ex- 
clamations would have made me laugh at any other time; 
but I was now incapable of being diverted with any 
thing, ſo made her put me to Bed with all the haſte 
ſhe could, after which ſhe retired. 

Weary as I was it was not without great Difficulty I 
went to Sleep, there was ſomething ſo aſtoniſhing in 
what had happened to me that Day, that I could ſcarce 
believe but it was all a Dream : But theſe flattering Ideas 
were of no long Continuance.—— Alas! cry'd I to 
myſelf, and weeping bitterly, it is but too pate” 
Ol 
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loſe for ever all I love———marrying the Father, il 
Hopes, even the moſt diſtant ones in regard to the Son, 
are cut entirely off. Great God! what have I done 
in what Miſeries has my Obedience to the Will ct 
that dear Man plung'd me in why did I conſent to 
this ſhocking Sacrifice ?———if it was determined I 
ſhould be unhappy in being forever ſeparated from my 
Lover, ſure I might have allowed myſelf the Conſolation 
of never being another's. I might then have loved 
him, and been beloved by him without a Crime—tho' 
our Eyes had never met, our Hearts would nave 1fympa- 
thized, and bore a Partnerſhip in each others Woe, and 
that very Knowledge would have enabled both to ſup- 
port our mutual Misfortune ; but now what Relief 
remain. exen the Privilege of comp! is denied. 
O! wretched wretched Feanetta, purſued I, 
wringing my Hands, and yielding tv the mc! violent 
Deſpair, till a Heavineſs like that of Death came on 
me, and I no longer was ſenſible cf any thing. I 
cannot call this Interval of "crture true Repoie, be- 
cauſe when I waked from it, I did not find myſelf in the 
leaſt refreſh'd ; nevertle!eſs it was broad Day when I 
opened my Eyes, and found Barbara, who was accuſto- 
med to riſe early, at my Bedſide. She enquired after 
my Health, and told me ihe fear'd I was not well, hav- 
ing heard me groan ſcveral Times; I told her that my 
Mind ſuffer'd more than inay Body; ſo much the worſe, 
cry'd ſhe, the Body will ſoon feel the Effects of it, and 
then both will be bad. Theſe Words were, alas! but, 
too prophetic, as it ſoon after proved. 

The Moment I was up the two Woman I had diſ- 
miſſed the Night before, came into my Chamber and 
begg'd leave to dreſs me, in order to paſs into the Apart- 
ment of my Lord Marquis, who entreated the Favour of 
ſeeing me as ſoon as poſſible. I trembled at a Requeit 
I knew to be a Command, and fat down while they pre- 
* my Hair, and adorned me a gay glittering 

retcn. 

As I caſt my Eyes on the Pictures that hung in my Cham- 
ber, chat of a very beautiful Infant, whoſe Features me- 

thought 
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_ tought had ſome Reſemblance with thoſe of my dear 

Aſarquis ſurprized me; and immediately I aſk'd for whom 
it was defign'd ? For our young Lord, replied ſhe that was 
dreſſing me, and that next to it is his Mother's, our 
firſt Lady. How ! cry'd I, has the Marquis been twice 
married? No, Madam, anſwer'd ſhe, bur we look upon 
you as our ſecond Lady. I faid no more-———theſe 
Words, though informing me no more than what I too 
well knew before, were like ſo many Daggers to my 
Heart. The Thought was dreadful, and Nature a- 
voids as much poſſible every thing that ſhocks it. 

I was ſcarce got ready when a Valet de Chamber 
from the young Marquis, came to enquire how I had 
pais'd the Night, and if I were diſpoſed to go into his 
Father's Apartment. I anſwer'd, that when he pleaſed 
I would attend him, and then enquired how the ſick 
Lord did. 'The Valet de Chamber replied, that he had 
enjoy'd a very quiet Sleep, and now ſpoke with more 
Facility than he had done, which was look'd upon as a 

ood Sign, and gave great Hopes of his Recovery. 
hile he was ſpeaking, Monſieur Forſan enter'd, and 
told me they waited for me with Impatience, to hear the 
Contract read to me, which was juſt drawn up, and to 
have it ſign'd. 

The very Name of Contract threw me into a cold 
Sweat, and not able to conceal my Diſorder, I thought, 
ſaid I, they would not have perform'd that Ceremony 
till the Marquis was perfectly recover'd. He is eager, 
Madam, anſwer'd he, to ſecure his Happineſs. 
He has palt the greateſt Part of the Night in giving In- 
ſtructions to his Lawyer; and when you hear what he 
has done for you, you will judge cf the true Eſteem he 
has for you, and confeſs the Advantages that ariſe from 
marrying a Man advanced in Years. 

I taid nothing to all, but ſuffer'd him to lead me 
through the Apartments: I knew not how J got to the 
ſ:ck Perſon's Chamber: My Knees bent under me 
through Trouble and Weakneſs, and i ſtagger'd at every 
Step I took; on my Entrance I found cwo Strangers 
there, the one Writing, and tte other ſeeming to dic- 
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tate to him at a Deſi at the lower End of the Room, I 
doubted not but they were proceeding on the cruel Con- 
tract, and look'd on them, as a Wretch condemn'd does 
on the Executioner. 

The old Marquis was fitting up in his Bed, with a 
rich Night Gown thrown over him, as there was more 
light in the Room thun had been the Night before, I 
had a fuller View of him, and was ſurprized to find his 
Looks fo little alter'd in an Ilineſs ſo dangerous, as his 
was judg'd to be. When I drew near, he took me 
by the Hand. and preſſing it with more Violence than 


one could have 1imagin'd in his Condition, gave Orders 


to be left alone with me, which being that Inſtant 
obeyed, he ſpoke co me in theſe Terms. 

My pieſent Weokn-!s, lovely Fcarcuta, ſaid he, will 
not permit me to pcak much, theretore, expect a direct 
Aniwer to what 1 ſhall ſay. This it 1—— the 
State to which you ſee me reduced is owing to you 
if I 1ecover it i: to you I ſhall be indebted for my Life 

my fon aſſures me you are ready to make me 
happy.—- Dubois has inform'd me in what a heroicl: 
manner ou conſented to this Sactifce : Tell me if 
vou repent it: It is not yet too late ſay 
bat the Word, and I ſhall leave you at your Liberty, 
and ſacrifice in my Turn the ſmail Remnant of Lie, 
Fate might otherwiſe have allotted me. 

No, my Lord, anſwer'd I refolutely, my Word is 
given to your Son, and I will nct recall it: Since to 
preſerve a Father he yields up all he holds dear bende, 
1 wi'! convince him, that ſhe who has been honoured 
with kis Affection i: in ſome Meaſure worthy of it, by 
*Ooregving all the had to hope in Life, in order to gratify 
his Witkes. 

I ſtified my Sighs, reſtrain'd my Tears, and if I 
could would have alſo dilguuci that deadlike Palcneſs, 
which I Fave ſince heard o're-ſfrread my Lips and 
Checks while J was ſpeaking theſe Words. [ 
perceived the Marquis obſerved my every Loni ; but he 


took no Notice of it, and when I had done: It is 


enough, ſaid he, my Son ſhall be call'd in, and the 
Contract ſhall be read. He 


1 8 a 'n Fang 4a. r 8 2 * aa 


= — — LA +4 & rw wi Aa 8 5 oa tdv 


hd 1 2 


Virgin's Victory. 311 

He then rung a Bell which was placed at his Bed's- 
head, and Forſan entring, received his Orders, in the 
mean time, is not being ſo near me diſagreeable to you 
Feanetta ? ſaid he; but I was able to anſwer only with 
a low Bow : The young \Narquis that inſtant came in, 
creſt with the utmoſt Magnificence, al! the melancholy 
which had clouded his dear Brows the Evening before, 
ſeemed now totally diſſipated, and he appear'd like one 
going to a Party of Pleaſure. This ſecond Effort, ery'd 
his Father, giving him his Hand, moves me as much as 
the firlt : "Ihe Contentment I ice in your Countenance 
aſſures me, I am truly dear you; and that ſtrong as In- 
clination was, paternal Affection, for I put Duty out of 
the Queſtion, gets the better. I wiſh to God, 
continued he, turning to me, you could in this too imi- 
tate his Example. 1 bowed again but could not ſpeak. 
las! what Anſwer had I to make, my Looks 
would have then given the lye to whatever I had 1aid. 

How weak and unſtable is a Mind in Love: I wiſh'd 
in reality nothing more than the young Marquis's Con- 
tentment, yet when he ſeemed to be poſſeſt of it I was 
diſquieted, and reproach'd his Want of Love. I now 
looked earneſtly upon him, having an Opportunity as he 
was talking with his Father, and obſerved ſomewhat in 
him, which ſhew'd me that his Air of Satisfaction was 
but borrowed, and that he ſuffer'd inwardly, perhaps, 
equal with myſelf . this gave me ſome little Eaſe. 
He loves me till, thought I, with the ſame 
Paſſion as ever, and like a Victim is adorn'd with Chaj+ 
lets only to render the Sacrifice more magnificent. I 
ſhould here have enter'd into a Train of Reflections; but 
the Lawyer came in wita the Contract, and beginning 
to read, it put a Stop to them. 

The Names and Tit'es of the Parties were paſs'd 
over, and he came immediately to the Articles which 
regarded me. I had a Jointure of ſeven 't'houſand 
Livres: — Jewels to the amount of an hundred Thou- 
ſand Livres. A Coach, and Chariot with fix 
Horſes each, and four fo. my * 
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lace, my intended Huſband lived in, with all the Plate 
and Furniture, in Cate he died without Iſſue; and if 1 


had any Children by him, to enjoy the whole Eſtate till 


they ſhould come of Age ; and then be accountable to 
them for the Profits of it. 

Though I underſtood little of Buſineſs, and leſs of 
Law, I was very much ſurprized to hear no mention 
made of his Son : I thought he ought to have been the 
Principal Party in this authentick Inſtrument, and that 
he had behaved himſelf too well in this Affair not to 
deſerve to be conſider'd. This Idea ſtruck me fo 
ſtrongly that I could not help ſpeaking of it; which as 
ſoon as I had, what an adorable Creature are you, Feanet- 
ta, cry'd the Marquis, how juſt ! how delicate 
your Sentiments ! but be eaſy, my Charmer, I have not 
forgot ſo valuable a Son he will be ſatisfied when 
he , ine what I have done for him, and ſo will you. 

I faid no more, but could not conceive what he could 
have done for him equivalent to the Loſs of a great 
Eſtate, all ſettled on me and my Heirs. Sometimes I 
imagin'd he had cbtain'd an additional Title for him of 
the King, or ſome Office at Court, yet neither of theſe 
ſeem'd in my Judgment a ſufficient Compenſation for his 
right of Inheritance. 

After the Contract was read over they brought it to the 
old Marquis to ſign, it was then preſented to his Son who 
did the fame ; but was not able to conſtrain himſelf fo 
far, as not to tremble while he wrote his Name, and let 
fall ſome Tears, which in ſpite of him forced their Paſſage 
through his Eyes. This Sight moved me to that De- 
gree, that J let the Pen fall from my Fingers two or 
three Jimes before I was able to ſet my Name. — The 
old xlarquis, ſick as he was, obſerved it, and cryed out; 
ah, do not force her to i then turned himſelf on 
the other ſide. 

The young Marquis took this Opportunity to throw 
himſelf at my Feet, ——Ah! Feanetta! ſaid he, what 
are you doing: Would you wiſh me to loſe the 
beſt of Fathers the Vehemence with which he 
pronounced theſe Words, and the Action that accompa- 
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nied them pierced me to the Soul, and calling to my 
Aid all the little Stock of Spiri: I had left, they ena- 
bled me to ſign my Name. 

The young Marquis then acquainted his Father with 
what I had done, on which he turn'd himſelf and gave 
me his Hand: It is enough, lovely Feanetta, faid he, 
I know your Sincerity, and am aſſured you will never 
hate the Man, whom you have ſet your Hand to love, 
The more Difficulty you had in bringing yourſelf 
to it, the more you will remember the Obligation. At- 

ter this he ſeem'd diſpoſed to ſleep, and order'd Foran 
to conduct me back to my Apartment, and endeavour to 
amule me. 
We all went out of the Chamber except the young 
Marquis, who remained with his Father : He waited on 
me to the Door, and made me "_— of applauding my Be- 
haviour, which gave me a kind of melancholy Satisfaction; 
how wretched was my Condition any one may judge, 
when the only Man I ever did or could love, approved 
cf my giving myſelf forever from him, and the only 
F Comfort I had felt was that he did fo. 
I was no ſooner get into my Apartment, than I found 
myſelf extremely indiſpoſed: It cannot, indeed, be 
tn10ught ſtrange | was fo, 'tis rather to be wondered a: 
that the Horrors I endured, had not a greater Effect on 


ö me, and that I ſurvived even the firft Knowledge of 
ö what they expected from me: I reſiſted as long as I 
t could, ſeveral alternate Fits of Heat and Cold; but at 
n length grew ſo exceſñve ill, that they were oblig'd to 
f put ine to Bed, where after IJ had lain a Minute, I 
r ſeem' d more compoſed, and the Women about me flat. 
> tei*'d themſelves I was better. | 
; Neither the old Marquis nor his Son were made ac- 
n quainted with what had befallen me, the whole Family 
knew how dear I was to both, and the Violence the one 
v did himſelf in reſigning me to the other; fo with Rea- 
it fon apprehended that neither of them would be able to 
e ſuſtain the Knowledge of what I ſuffer'd. 
le It was not, however, poſſible to keep it long a 8 
- cret it ſeemed az if what I had done wark's a li- 
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raclie in Favour of the old Marquis, he was viſibly re- 
covered, and every Eody prenounced kim entirely cut of 
Danger: Which he no ſooner heard than he declared 
lis intentions of conciuci:n the Marriage, to the A- 
mazement of the whole Family, to whom 1: © ppear'd 
ſtrange, as well, indeed, it might; that a Man who 
was chougl. t one Pay to be on the Brink of Eternity, 
ſhould on the very next reſolve to become a Bride groom, 
and celebrate his Nuptials on the fame Day the Contrac 
hid been ſign'd, yet iQ ci were his Orders, and 85 
durit cficr any thing in Oprolitien ! The Prieſt was ſent 
fur into his Chamber, ana havin g made the young Macr- 
quis be cail'd, my car Son, ſaid he, the Proots you 
have given me of your Love and Duty, are, perhaps, 
greater than a Father could exec: yet have I one 
more to aſk, and then all wiil be fulfill'd ;—it is, con- 
rinued he, that you will talze uon you the Office of 
conducting Fearetta bither, that may receive ler from 
your Hanc though they tell me I am better, I am 
net certain 1 may live to another D. „, and could not die 
in Peace, witlout the Conſolation of leaving her the Title 
of Miarchicneſs De L—F—. I he young Marquis made no 
other Aiiwer than a low Bow in token of Obedience, 
nur, indeed, à he tas nuce told me, was it in his power 
to have uttered ors W rA lo cnceal his Confu- 
fion 8 as well as to ſeem ready to do what he 
knew there was no avuldiny, he left the Room preci- 
. tately in Order to ſcich me; but how great was his 
Sarprize, when entring my Chamber, my Women 
defirecd te wculd tread fottiy what's the Matter, 
cried he, impatiently; my Ledy is gone to Bed, aniwered 
one ef them, ard is, we Lelicve a Sleep he eu- 
. reſt ſome Surprize, that I ſhiov!ld go to Bed at fo early 
Hcur, and picier tly ſu; pettiog | the Truth, would be 
in; formed of the Occation, on which they were obliged 
to tell him the Condition I had been in Alas ! 
criea he, in a pretty loud Voice, this is what I always 
cared. 
was not alleep, and theſe Words made me open 
my i yes, and put my Hcad out between the Curtains ; 
I 1 
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7 ſaw who it was, and reaching my Hand, approach, 
my Lord, faid I, you ſeem under ſome Concern, whz: 
is it you require further from me? Dreading to renew 
my Diſorders, he would not relate the Nature of nis 
Meſſage, till he had aſtced me ſeveral Queitions concerning 
my Health, and I, cautious of giving him Diſquiet. 
told him I felt no Pain, and was much better; on 
which he took Courage to inform me on what Buſinets 
he came, and ent:ated me in the molt moving Ter:r 
to finiſh what I had fo well begun my Leve and 
Submiſſion to his Will, made me reſolve to do ever, 
Thing he required, tho' at the expence of my Life, and 
I aniwered him with a greater Calmneſs than I betiere 
he expected, that he ſhould have Reaſon to be content, 
and he then went into another Room, while they 
dreſſed me: and as ſoon as I was ready, tho' I had a 
Miſt before my Eyes, a Death like Dew upon my 
Face, Trembling in every Limb, and all the Symptoms 
of Diſſolution on me, I followed him without Murmur- 
ing at my Fate, and determined, if Life would lat fo 
long, to force myſelf to compleat the Sacrifice. 

Every thing was ready for the fatal Ceremony; on 
cm the Chamber I was conducted to the Bediide, 

ne Prielt advanced, the young Marquis let go my IIe indy 
— retired te a more dittant Part of the Room, I 2:ve 
up myſelf and him for loft Uthe Courage | hd 
attumed foriook me Reſolution vielded to Nature, 
and after giving a great Shriek, 1 fell motion!eis to 
the Ground. 

What then was done about me. | was wholly igno— 
rant of, but hen I recovered l found myſelf in Eel ; 
and ſoon after feit I had a Feyer-——ie Diflemper 
was violent, and brought me to the la Exeremity 
my Life for two Days was deſpaired of, bat on the 
third was judged ſomewhat better. Bot how was 1 
ſurprized, when waking out of my Sleep, and offering t 
put my Hand out of Bed I found wy Arnis tied dovn, — 

I called out to know who had done this, and firvgy'ed 
to get free, but the Woman who attended me held the 
Bedcioaths cloſe to me, and begged ine with ears in 
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their Eyes to lie ſtill, telling me my Liſe depended on 
my being kept warm, and free from the leaſt Breath of 
Ar: 1 then defired to know why my Arms were 
bound, to which they making only evaſive Anſwers I 
ovrew impatient, aud would needs be informed of the 
Natue of my Dilcalc at laſt they told me it 
vas the Small- Pox the Small-Pox ! cried I, oh! 
tuen I am dead. No, Madam, replied a Prieſt, who 
had becn cal'cd in, if this favourable Turn continues, 
yeur Phyſcians lay, you will be entirely out of Danger 

put thereſcte your Confidence in God, and reſign 
„curſelf to his Diſpcial both here and hereafter. Ah! 
do not flatter me, dear Father, cried I, let me know 
the real 'Truth, that I may do what is neceſlary for the 
welfare of my poor Scul. | 

Ihe good Eccleſiaſtic commer.ded my Piety, and tho” 
he again aſſured me, that it was the Opinion of the 
Dectors that I ſhould recover, yet he ſaid I ought not 
to neglect making the ſame Preparations, as tho' I were 
certain I muſt that Inſtant be called to appear before the 
cread Tribural, wierce tleie is no Appeal. Ibis Re- 
ReCtion indecd terrified me fo much, that I confeſt my- 
ſelf with ptent Devetion, and mult avow, tho' ſome 
ill call it Saperllition, that from the Moment I had 
cone fo, I viſtbly mended. 

Ny brſt 1 houghes as I grew better were, whether the 
young Marqui> were acquainted with the Nature of my 
Dilkemper or not; thought it would not be proper to 
K that Queilicn cf thoe who attended me, and Barbara 
| hag not ſeen ſince 1 was taken ill, which 1 very much 
wondered at I enquired for her, but they ſaid, that 
tnding ihe could Co me no Service in my pretent Condi- 
tion, {i.e as gone ir to the Country on feme Buſineſs ſhe 
had there; but would ſoon return ; this ſeemed odd to 
me, but as it was not in my Power to come at the 
Knowledge of any thing bat as they plealed to tell me, 
1 was obliged to reſt my ſelf contented. 

At laſt, however, I bethuuglit myſelf of an Expedient : 
Jen zuned concerning the od Marguis's Health, on 
hich they aniwered, that the Accident tlat Lad hap. 
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pened to me in his Preſence, had like to have coſt him 
his Life; but that now he had been two Days out of 


Danger. And how then, cried I, does his Son ſupport 
the Relapſe of a Father ſo dear to him? He is pretty 


well, ſaid one of my Attendants [ was a little 
ſtartled at the Word pretty abell; does he know the Con- 
dition I am in, faid [ ? No, Heaven forbid ke {hou'd, 
replied ſhe, no body dare inform him of it, leit the 
Conſequences ſhould be fatal. 

This unwary Anſwer, which ſhe that gave as we!l :5 
the other that ſtood by, endeavoured afterivards to give 
a different turn to, convinced me, that my beloved Ad- 
mirer was ſick; however, as 1 thought the bet way to 
come at the Truth. was to talce no Notice I {uipecoll 
it, I forbore making any further mention of the your 
Marquis; but expretied the utmo!t Impatience fur : 
Sight of Barbara, hoping, that to humour me, en 
would ſuffer her to come, for I could not be brought to 
believe ſhe had quitted tl.e Houſe, and left me in tie 
Danger I was apprehended to be. 

So much Diſquiet of Mind, or the Conſe of ti.» 
Diſtemper, I know not which, brought the Fever 714th 
upon me, which my gocd Aunt hearing, would 0 
longer be kept from coming into my Reoem; as Ie; 
now given over by the Phyſiciars, they did not cpycte 
her, and ſhe was at laſt admitted: She had no tour: r 
looked upon me, than ihe cried out, that as fe va; 
my Servant, ihe would have the Management of 1.7. cr 
ſhe would tell every Body that they kept her aun 
only becauſe they had a mind to kill ms (3. 
Paſſion, and the Belief that whatever was dere to zug, 
could now neither make me better or worſe, pieva.'c 1 
on them, to let her do as ſhe would, which indeed ſaved 
my Liſe. Indeed the over care which in great Tov ns 
is taken of ſick Peop'e, eſpecially of thaſe in tic 
Diſlemper I was in, I am convinced is very ctten fegt: 
them; my Aunt proceeded with me, in a quits con- 
manner than they had done; {he too! af by Grorees 
ſome of the Clothes, with which they had loader 
Bed to keep me in a continual. and indeed iht, ene 
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Heat ſhe ſuffered me to drink a littie Wine, and 
to breathe more Air, which it is certain I ſtood in need 
ol; and in fine, ordered me ſo well, that in three Days the 
Fever quite ieft me every Body wondered at the 
Change, and my new Nurſe gained great Reputation 
by it as contrary as ſhe had acted to the Rules 
preſcribed by the Phyſicians, they could not but allow 
ſhe had becn mirzculouſly ſacccisful, and agreed that 1 
as now entirely out of Danger. 

This News being reported to the old Marquis, who 
had been anxious beyond Fxprefion on ay Account, 
nd had ſent continually to enquire after my Health, was 
tranſported to be told I was likely to recover 
tuen. laid ke, J am happy, and immediately diſpatched 
L£#53i5 to my Chamber, with this important Meflage. 

1 come, Madam, ſaid he, from my Lord Marquis 
to congratulate the Amendment he hears there is in you, 
and to aſſure you from him, that no future Diſquiet ſhall 
ever ariſe to you on his ſcore he begs you there- 
fore for the ſake of all you hold dear in the World, to 
contribute all you can to your ſpeedy Recovery, by a 
perfect Eaſe of Mine he bid me alſo add, continued 
ne, that the Time is now at Hand, in which all the 
'Troub'es you have undergone ſhall be fully recom- 

enſed. 
l How! in what manner, cried J. impatiently ? that 
15 not for me to reſolve, anſwered Dubois ; but if you 
willtake my Opinion, it is in ſuch a way as yos will 
late nothing left to wiſh. 

Put tze young Marquis, ſaid I, is he well? not per- 
i-&ly, Madam, replied Pabois; but I believe will ſoon 
Le in a Condition to wait upon vou. I durit ſay no more, 
1% Women were in the Room, nor durit I diſmiſs 
t em, in order to have any farther Diſcourſe with him, 
tor fear of giving any Cauſe of Offence, where it ſo much 
tenoved me to keep wel! I ſaid no more therefore 
1250 to give my Duty to the Marquis, and entreat Dnbor; 


> make my acknowledgments for all his Favours in the 
ben manner he could, 


Parbara 
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Barbara, after the Succeſs of her Endeavours tools fo 
much upon her in my Apartment, and on the old Mar- 
quis's being acquainted with the care ſhe had of me, 
the whole Family had ſuch. ſtrict Orders to bey her in 


every thing, that no body Gurit approach me withour 
aſking her leave, ſo that now we were very often _ 


together I had two great Requelis to make he 
but was ſometime before I could bring them ont; for i 
no ſooner began to open wy. Lips to aſs her any Queſtions, 
than ine enjoyned m2 Sience, and told me very 
peremptorily that I mult eicher be ruled or buried 
the Thoughts of Dying terrified me ſo much that | wa; 
glad to hold my Tongue- o excellent a Neans is 
Fear to render one ohed ient. 

I had now been ill thirteen Days, and till I was not 
ſuffered to talk ; but at the end of that Time a little 
Liberty of Speech was allowed me 1h, my dear 
Barbara, ſaid I, taking her round the Neck, and kiſfing 
her, I ove ny Liſe to you—-—and ] will never 
forget your Goxndne:: ! hire done bat my 
Duty, anſwercd fie, fo — no Praite on thot Score 
you having nothing to do, but to E well, zu 
then they ſay you will be as happy as a (ee 
Well, but my good Friend, re! famed ]. you mult grant 
me one Thing, and that will compleat my Cure. I 
wiſh it does not hinder it, cried ſhe, for [il lay my 
Life it is ſomewhat about the Margu:s, the young 0:4 
I mean, for as to the old one, 1 do not ſuppcle „ 20:6 
You are much i 
the right indeed, ſaid I, tell me then, how he is, and 
what he ſays to my Illneſs. You muſt know then, faid 
ſhe, looking down cn her Fingers, as was always 
her way, when ſie told an Untruth; he is gone a 
Journey into the Country, but he will come bach ſoon 
I hear. Ah! a, bara, reſumed I, how have I Ecierved 
that you ſhould impoſe upon me -I fe2 now vou 
don't love me. When I hid ſpoke this, I turned to 
the other ſide of the Bed, and pretencied to be very 
angry How ſtrange this is, now, fail ſhe, i. 
one does not tell you Things vou are vexed, and if or; 
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did, it may be that you would vex more—therc'; 
no humouring People that have ſuch Fancies in their 
Heads as you have, 

There are many People, who by not telling a Thing 
directly, make it appear rather worſe than it is 
my poor Aunt was of this Number, ſhe would not give 
any Anſwer to my Queition for fear of giving me Pain, 
yet by attempting to conceal what I deſired to know. 
made me imagine all that Terror could ſuggeſt. I 
thought no leſs, than that my Lover was dead, or in 
ſuch a Condition that his Life was deſpiired of; but re- 
ſolving to continue no longer in ſulpence, well then, 
ſaid J, ſince you will not ſatisſy me, I'll rife this Inſtant 
and go and convince myſelf——— Oh, Heaven for- 
vid, cried Barbara, frighted at my Words and the 
Niction I made, as if determined to do as I had ſaid, 
lie ftill, and compoſe yourſelf, my dear Lady, and if 
you'll promiſe me to put your truſt in God, and not 
torment yourſelf, I will tell you the whole Truth. I 
was too impatient not to fromiſe every Thing ſhe de- 
ſircd on that Condition, but how litt'e was 1 able to 
fulfil it when ſhe acquainted me with what had happened. 

That dear, that amiable Man, ſhe told me, was 
taken ill the Moment I fainted away; the Conſtraint he 
lad put upon himſelf, in giving his Father Proofs of a 
more than filial Affection, joined to the Grief in 
Which he ſaw he had involved me, turned all his 
00d, and threw hin into a burning Fever in his 
Ravings, my Name was continually in his Month, and 
ne became at length ſo wild, that for the ſafety of his 
Life, they were obliged to bind him; he having in 
one of his Fitz broke from thoſe that attended him and 
run to my Apartment, crying out he would ſee me and 
die. -T his it ſeems happen'd when my Diſtemper 
was at the height, and as he had never had the Small- 
Pox, the Infection ſeized him, and for eight Days there 
wens little hopes of his Lite. 

[ was obliged to keep my Sighs and Tears during 
tk.z mclanchoily Account, rellrained for fear of not 
Learing what ſucceeded ſo ſad a beginning; but, thank 

| Heaven, 
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Heaven, the wor it was palt, my Aunt aſſured me that 
his Father had feat him a Meſſage, but want it was ihe 
could not learn, that had 21 given 2 turn to his Dittemper, 
and he was now in a fair wa ty of Recovery, tho' every 
one ſaid he would be very mach marked, and not alf 
ſo handſome as he was. 

Aias! faid I, of what Importance is that, provided 
his dear Life be ſafe [ow unfortunate am 1 nes 
to be in a Condition to attend him never would 
quit his Chamber never Ciole my Eyes, ill allure 
1 ſhou!d behold him living when I Wake. I was 
running on in this manner, but Ba, Lara interrupted me, 
and charged me to compoie myſcif. I wis tor making 
ſome reply, but ſhe told me it ! ſpoke a Word mots, 1 
maſt not expect ſlie would ever give me any {rtier Ac- 
count of the Marquis; this Nenace prevai'cd up me, 
and my Tongue was huthed, out m, i nH⁰ννε%¹ cνued 
as anxious and as active as ever. 

Aſter having revolved a thouſand Things in ny 
Mind, I began to remember the other Regueſt I hal to 
make, which was to conſult my I ooiting- Glas, that 1 
might judge how far that fatal Enemy to Beauty che 
Small-Pox had ſpared me lad ottea been un- 
eaſy when I reflefted that it was ofiible all the litt. e 
Charms I had been Milreis of would vanich, and I mig) 
become diſagreeable, nay even ugly, by the cruel Vaiics 
it might! leave behird—tho' I had newer dated to fluter 
myſelf that the old Marguis's Niellage, in which be 
promiſed to make me Recompente for the 'Troubles I 
had ſuſtained, would extend ſo iar as to cent to my 
Union with his Son, yet it ſhocked me t thin! that 
the Man who once adored me, ou! d hereaſter lock on 
me with Loathing, ſo that tho' i had Vanity enough 
Heaven knows too much, yet at this 'i:me 1 may 
ſately ſay my Love, and Deiire of being always lcd by 
the Marquis, was the ſole Cauſe of my Anxiety vi the 
Score of my Face. Heavens ! cried 1 to Lay - 
felf, how unhappy ſhall I be, it I become teformed— 
was it not my Beauty that fra infpirz the rows 
with ſo violent a Paſſion for me, an ug Will noc my lots of 
that Beauty, extinguiſh likewite ail the Loire: of 
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excited: it was in vain that I refledted on hi; 
Generotity, the Vows he had made of everlaſting Con- 
nuncy, when once the Cauſe ceaied, I was aſſured the 
F.tects would do fo too. 

I heard, however, the next Day a piece of News 
which was very agreeable to me it was of the Count 
te Sairt Fal's Arrival; J was told alſo that he was 
greatly moved at the Recital of what I had gone 
crouch, and that he ſent his Compliments with an 
-: wurunce of waiting on me, as ſoon as I allowed any 
ne tue Liberty of ſeeing me. Nor was this a meer 
Fiece ct Form, he came ten Times in a Day to my 
Chamber. Door, and then paſt to his Couſin's, divided 
it Kere between u: —ſure never was fo dilintereſted 
a Friend, nor ſo generous a Rival. 

I promiſed myte'f a great deal of Satisfaction in ſeeing 
this amiable Friend, I could depend on his Probity in 
miorming me of all I deſired to know; but as the Cu- 
rioſity of diicovering what Effect the Small Pox had on 
me, Rill remained, I took Courage to beg my Aunt to 
let me have a Looking-Glaſs ; with a good deal of 
Difficulty ſhe complied, but toon repented it, for I was 
10 much ſurprize.! at the hideous Roughneſs of my Skin, 
which beiore had been ſo delicately ſmooth, that I 
{creamed out, and let fall the Glaſs. [ thought 
What would come on't, ſaid Barbara, picking up the 
Pieces you are much better for your Curioſity)— 
i warrant now ycu think your pretty Face 1s quite 
{peild ? but I know that you'il be as handſome as 
Ever thanks to my caie I was fo pes 
ſuaded ſhe deceived me in this Particular, that J 
ſell into Tears, which made her Murmur at re 
gricvouſly: in order to make my Peace with her, 1 
premiſed to be very patient fer the future on condition 
te would let me ice myſelf again and ſhe 
brought me another Glaſs, whether what ſhe faid had 
pre juciecd nie, or that 1 really cid not appear fo fright- 
1e, :s | fince have ſeen ſome do, : knuw rot, but I was 
mich better contented than I had beer—1I found my Fea- 
tuies were not {ivell'd—that my Eyes retained all their 
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former Fire and Sweetneſs, and lifting up one of the 
dried Pocis, found my Skin was ſmooth underneath 
this gave me a neo Life as it vere——all my Dilquiet 
yaniſhed ; but it furniſhed me afrerward with matter of 
Reflection on the Weakneſs of Humanity, which ſutfers 
itſelf to be elated or de preſſed by the meereſt 'Irifles—in 


fine, we are but Children at all Ages- Toys are 
ſtil] our Purſuit, and however they diſſer in their Fora, 
and Name, their elenitial Worth is much the {ame. 

The next Day 1 was agreeably furprived with 2a 
Pillet wrote by the young i\\{arquis's own Hand, which 
contributed more to my Re-EHabliſhment than ail 
the Doctors in the World could have dene. Ihe 
Lines it contained were theie : 


To the adorable TJearnctts, 


E News that you were uh:1y Recovery, has wor wed 
a perſect Cure on me; if your Lffeion is equal 15 
mine, aubat I now ſend will have the /ame happy Effet 
on von ꝛoere I not bound to Secrecy, I could add 
fomewhat I flatter myſelf” cui haſten it but 
that is a Plenſure my Father bs refered to himſelf, and 
I muſt leave you te gueſs at it————adicv, my Charm 
, me eaſy by knowing yi ars (5. 


Yours 


Leen Ve 


What had I not to hope from this Letter 
did it not ſeem to tally with the Meſſ ge ſent to me by 
the old Marquis ! could 1 have been blamed if 
I had indulged the moſt flattering Ideas my Lover 
bids me gueſs, cried Ito myſelf: what can I gur:® 
ſo fortunate for both, as that his Father, touched with his 
P::ty, will no longer be an Obitacie to our mutn-l 
V/ifhes !—=bat then the fatal Paſſion he is poſſelt cf 
for me. — has it nat already hroughit biiu to the Erin cf 
the Grave will he in order to rengu me, rchgn 
himfeli to Death ?——or will that dutiful.— that 
tender Son conſent he mould do fo? the more 1 
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thought, the more I was confounded it was an 
Enigma paſt my Power to explain, and I at laſt, tho“ 
with much Difficulty, reſolved to wait with Patience 
till Time ſhould produce the Event. 

Saint Fal was now permitted to come into my 
Chan ber, and I hoped to learn from him the Truth of 
wi:at I was ſo nearly concerned in; and all he could in- 
ferm me was, that the moſt p'ealing Serenity ſat on 
tile Countenances of both the old, and young Marquis ; 
tiat the former had told him, he had never known fo 
per ſect a Satisfaction as he now enjoyed, and the latter 
entertained him with nothing but Diſcourſes on me, yet 
ſuch as were far from ſee ming the Dictates of a diſap- 
pointed Love=———this ſtill added to my Hopes, yet 
dared I not too far give way to them: I thought 
proper to anſwer the Marguis's Letter, but was at a 
loſs for terms to expreſs myſelf in my preſent Situation, 
——to write to him as a Lover, would ill become a 
Woman, who was contracted to his Father, and I had 
been ſo accuſtomed to treat him as ſuch, that it ſeemed 
aukward to Cepart from it. I ſtudied a Medium, 
however, as much as poſſible, and expreſſed myſelf in 
this Manner. 


To the Marquis De 17 —. 


T*F the Defire of obeying your Commards could reſfore 

my Health, I fheuld be able this Moment to tell you in 
Pirſon beau much J rejoice in the Recovery of Veurs; but 
de muſt both attend on Time for tha', as will as an Ex- 
flanation of thoſe pleaſing, and at once ambigucus Hepes 
Be afſured of this, however, 
that all my Wiſhes are centered in your Happineſs, and 
whatever contributes to that darling Point, will be ever 


grateful to 


Yours 


Jeanetta De B———, 
P. 8. 
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P. S. As greatly as I wiſh to ve th I am certain I 


ſhall have ſufficient Reaſons for Mortification, ꝛbben 1 
do the few Charms I was once Miſtreſs of, are 


new no more; but as I valued them only as they ſecured 
the Affection of one Perſon, if by other Motiwes deprived 
of him, I Hall litthe regard the boſs of Beauty. 


IT entreated Monſieur De Saint Fal, to be the Bearer 
of this Billet, and to let me know what his Couſin ſaid 
concerning it: He promiſed to give me an exact Ac- 
count, and I knew him too well not to depend entirely 
on him. , 

He ſtayed ſome time before he returned, and never 
did any Moments ſeem more tedious——Alas ! cried I 
to myſelf, the very Idea of my being leſs handſome 
has perhaps done more than all the Obſtacles our Love 
has met with has had power to do——what now 
avails it, tho' the old Marquis, in conſideration of the 
Sorrows he has occaſioned me, ſhould conſent to our 
Marriage, if he himſelf ſhouid grow averſe to it—— 
Yes, I am loſt, if Beauty was the ſole Attraction 
Men, eſpecially of his Age, are guided by meer Outſide 
where the Eye 1s not pleaſed they give them- 
ſelves not the trouble of examining whether the Defi- 
Ciences of the Form are not atoned for by the Riches of 
the Mind——yet, continued I, my dear Marquis, 
ſeems to have more elevated Ideas——he has a thouſand 
Times ſworn, that it was my Soul he love., and that 
remains the ſame, tho' it may ceaſe to ſhine with fo 
much Energy through my Features, as before this 
cruel Diſtemper ſeized me. 

In theſe Meditations, the Count found me, and 
brought an Anſwer with him which quieted all my 
Doubts. Theſe were the Words : 
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To the ever charming Teanetta. 


HILE I cannot fee yourſelf, to ſee any Thing 

from you is the firſl of my Wiſhes, and of my Hap- 
pineſs rot a Syllable =v.ote by that dear Hand, 
and diftated by that dear Heart ; but is a Cordial be- 
youd all can be adminiſired my Strength and Spirits 
are encreaſed to a double P. opation of what they were two 
Hours ago, and as I deen to make your Letter the En- 
tertainment of the ewwhale Night, I doubt nat if by To- 
morrow T ſhould be able to walk as far as vour (Chamber; 
if the abominable roughneſs of my Face did not make me 
fearful of frighting you, inſlead of aff: ing that Satis- 
faction which it's my ſole Ambition ai.vays to give, ta 
the lovely Jeanetta's 


Moft truly devoted, 
12383 32W—. 


P. S. I ought to chide you for yur cruel Poſficripto——— 
do you know me ſo little as to ima ive any Alteration in 
your Perſon, can al à Paſſns, which has Virtue, and 
the highefl Reaſon jor its Four dation ? , Jeanetta, 
your Soul will be ver lovely, and requires not the 
Affsance of any exterior Charms to ſhe  itjelF to a Heart 
like mine. hope you are e ' ſame way of Thinkirg 
on my Score————tlje vow fhoil I appear before you, 
thus changed, 4 formed as I am in every thing, 
in which th concerned. 


When i i... aniſhe] reading this - » eeable Billet, 
the Count De Saint Ful fell a laughirg vey beartily— 
your Letter to my Couſin, ſaid he, occatin..!a diverting 
Scene, it ſeems you dic vered ju it one Apprehenſions 
of ging lefs beautiful tl un you, , on which he im- 
m. ai called ior a | ookiug Cu, ind having exa- 
mi::.7 himſelf, cried our, O, huwy will the charming 
Jeanetta, be ever able to look upon me again 
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it is impoſſible ſhe can know me he run on for 
half an Hour together I believe in theſe kind of Ex- 
clamations, then fat down to write, and I dare anſwer, 
that if you confeſs the Truth he has attacked you with 
your own Weapons. 

I laughed at what Monfieur De Saint Fal ſaid, and 
after a little Raillery on the Subject of Beauty, we both 
concluded that where Love was perfect and ſincere, no 
alteration of Perſon either by Time, Sickneſs, or any 
other Accident, could in the leaſt abate the Purity of it, 
mach leſs render diſagreeable what was once the con- 
trary. - 

After this I paſt my Time with as much Tranquillity 
as could be expected from my Situation; the good- 
natured Saint Fal brought me the News of the Marquis 
three Times a Day, and as often reported what 
Meilages I choſe to have delivered to him; and it is 
certain this tender Intercourſe greatly contributed to both 
our Recover ies. 

The old Marquis ſent his Valet de Chamber every Day 
toenquire after my Health, and bid him deſire me from 
him to contribute all in my own Power to get well again, 
for he has a Preſent to make me, which he was impatient 
till I was in poſſeſſion of—— theſe Meſſages were 
ſtill more and more flattering to my Hopes, yet durſt 
not I build too much upon them for fear of a Diſap- 
pointment. 

The firſt Day I ſat up, Dubois came from the young 


Marquis to let me know he had received a Viſit from his 


Father, who was perfectly recovered: He confeſſed that 
this Sight had given him a double Pleaſure, as he con- 
ſidered he owed the Obligation to me, who under Heaven 
had reſtored him to this new Life, having little ap- 
pearance of it till I came. He added, that tho' he was 
forbid ſeeing me till further Orders he was not troubled 
at it, nor would have me be fo, for there were Reaſons 
for that Command which would not be diſpleaſing to 
me in the end. The old Narquis, ſaid Dubois, is poſi- 
tive in whatever he has a Mind to do, and will be 


obeyed, 
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obeyed, but then he is always juſt He goes this 


Afternoon into the Country, and tho' I cannot ſay I 
am acquainted with the \otives of his going, yet I 
have ſome ſort of a Guel: at them, and if J am right, 
we ſhall hear from him again in leſs than eight and 
forty Hours——He is a Man who affe&s to be myſte- 
rious to the laſt Moment, but it would be to injure him 
to ſay ne is ever obſtinate!y in the wrong, or ever to be 
diſſuaded from what is right. 

I then aſked Dubois it he thought I ſhould fee the old 
Marquis before his Departure No, anſwered he, 
it is not to be expected, for he dreads a fick Perion like 
Death itlelf———never did he give ſo great a Proof of 
his Tenderneſs for my Lord, as in the Viſit he made 
him this Morning ; but if you had ſeen the Precautions he 
took before he would venture into the Chamber, you 
would not have been able to refrain from Laughing. 

This faithful Servant alſo acquainted me, that the 
Count De Saint Fal accompanied him out of Town, 
tho”, ſaid he, I believe the young Lord is little ſatisfied 
with the Journey, tho' his Duty and Complaiſance to his 
Uncle have made him comply with it. 

We were diſcourſing in this Manner, when ſomebody 
knocked at my Chamber, and my Aunt going to ſee 
who was there, it was immediately thrown wide open, 
by one of the old Marquis's Valet de Chambers. Ah! 
cried Dubois, it ismy old Lord himſelf, come to bid you 
adieu, his Affection muſt indeed be great to ſurmount 
his Apprehenſions. | 

It was indeed the Marquis, who ſtopping about five or 
ſix Paces from the Door, called out, I am come to 
know how you do, charming Feanetta, and to take my 
leave. I then turned to him, and congratulated him on 
his Recovery. I have much to ſay to you on that 
Head, replied he, and many others at eur next Meet- 
ing I amnow going into the Country, but we ſhall 
ſoon ſee each other again in the mean Time I will 
ſend a Lady to keep you Company———one who is a 
dear Friend of yours, and whom you little expect 


Farewel, lovely T7eanetta, take care of yourſelf, and 
remember 
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remember he deſires it of you, who has it in his Power 
to recompenſe any compliance you make———our 
Separation will be but ſhort. In ſpeaking theſe laſt 
Wards he made a low Bow and retired. 

Sairt Fal came the Moment after to bid me adieu 
in entring, ſo beautiful Fcanetta, ſaid he, my Uncle 
has been to viſit you ? I was amazed to find he 
could ſo far overcome his Fears. It is a very great 
Obligation he lays me under, anſwered I, but can't you 
inform me, who this Friend is, that he has promiſed to 
ſend. No, reſumed the Count, he has not let me into 
the Secret, but I worder not at it, he loves to ſurprize 
every body. It muſt certainly be Saint Agnes, cried I. 
that he means. That is impoſlible, replied he, for ſhe 
15 gone out of Town with her Huſband I ſaw them 
both ſince my return: and they defired I would make 
Ars in their Names, aſſurances of an everlaſting Friend- 
ih:p. 

As it was impoſſible for me, to comprehend who the 
Marquis meant, I reſolved to think as little as I could of 
it, and indeed the manner of Saint Fal's taking his 
leave, and his generous Reſolution to make Love recede 
to Friendſhip was ſo moving, «hat it for a Time baniſhed 
every thing elſe from my Mind. 

I had but juſt dined when my Aunt acquainted me 
a Lady enquired, whether ſhe could ſee me without 
giving me any uneaſineſs. As I did not doubt, but it 
was the ſame the Marquis had mentioned, my anſwer 
was that I was impatient for her Company. I was 
ſo indeed out of Curioſity, but had I been able to 
gueſs who ſhe was I ſhould have looked on every 
Minute as an Age, till I had her with me. It is wholly 
impoſſible to expreſs my Tranſports when ſhe appeared, 
and I found it was my dear Patroneſs and Friend, the 
excellent Madam De G I ſcreamed out for Joy, 
and run upon her with open Arms——we he'd each 
other for ſome Moments in the moſt ſtrict Embrace, 
without either of us being able to ſpeak. The Pleature 
of meeting after ſo long an Abſence was too great for 
Words at lait I broke out=——ls it you, Madam? 


Nay, 


2 
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Nay then I ſha!l begin to think Fortune is grown 
weary of periecuting me, ſince I have ivund you a- 
gain———in all the dreadful Tryals I have undergone 
ſince | was torn from you, my Mind has ever pre- 
ſerved your dear Idea Your precious Picture, the 
Pledge of your Friendſhip to me, I have kiſs'd a thou- 
ſand Limes, and faid as many Prayers for its Original. 
Poor Thing, cried Madam De G———, thou art till 
the ſame grateful, kind Creature, nor have 1 leſs re- 
membered thee tho 'till this Day deſpairing of 
the Happineſs I new enoy. 

Near an Hour was pal in mutual Endearments, 
but as defirous as I was of being informed, how | came 
to beoblige to the old Marquis, for the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
her, good Manners rendered it neceſſary I ſhould, 
firſt, enquire after ber Daughter, and Monſeur De G—; 
they are both well, anſwered ſhe, and impatiently ex- 
pect your Company at our Country-Seat. How ! faid 
I, ſhall I be ſo happy to be again under your Pro- 
tection? Yes, my dear Jeanetta, replied ſhe, tis on 
that Account I am come, but I ſhall no: caoy you 
long You ſeem ſurprized, continued ſhe, but aſk 
no Que ſtion ] have promiſed Secrecy, and you 
know I never break my Word. 

So many Precautions taken to keep me from the 
knowledge of what was decreed for me, gave me ſome 
little Uneaſineſs; I confeſt it to my dear Friend, but 
ſhe re-afſured me by theſe Words; you have no Reaſon 
to be alarmed, ſaid ſhe, you may be certain I ſhou!d 
never have been choſe for an Inſtrument in any thing 
to your diſadvantage. But, Madam, anſwered Ii, you 
know not perhaps that the Situation you find me in is 
owing to what I have undergone from both the old 
and young Marquis. Yes, ſaid that worthy Lady, 
I am acquainted with tle minuteſt Circumſta es of 
every thing but it was your own Fault 
Your Apprehenfions were too precipitate, and threw 
you into a real ill, inſtead of an imaginary one.— 
But I have ſaid too much, continued ſhe, if you have 
any Eſteem for me aſk me no farther Queſtions —— 
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my Love for you makes me diffident of myſelf, and I 
will never forgive you, if you take any Advantage of 
It to the prejudice of my Honour, which I once more 
repeat is given to prelerve an inviolable Secrecy in this 
Affair. | 

i too well knew her to perſevere in my Enquiries, 
and notwithſtanding a Curioſity which might be allow'd 
me, in a Matter of ſuch Moment, I rever ſpoke one 
Syllable more, which ſhould make her think I ſhould 
be glad if ſhe would break through her Engagement. 
I aſked a thouſand Pardons for my Imprudence, and 
protelied ſhe ſhculd have no future Reaſon to compiain 
of me *he took me in ber Arms, and expreſs'd 
the utmoſt Concern, for being obliged to be ſo much 
on the reſerve with me, declaring ſhe nad an entire Con- 
fidence in me, of which ſhe would ſoon give me con- 
vincing Proofs, and that nothing but rendering herſelf 
unworthy of my Friendſhip, by forteiting her Honour, 
could make her conceal any thing from me. 

"This dear Friend never quitted my Chamber all the 
time I was obliged to continue in it At length the 
Strength of my Conſtitution, the ſweet Society of ſo a- 
miable a Companion, and the Meſſages I every Day re- 
ceived from my dear Marquis, fully re eſtabliſned me 
My very Locks were ſo much the ſame, that except a 
little Redneſs, it was ſcarce diſcernable I had ever had 
the Small-pox: And I diverted myſelf very much, in 
reflecting how much I ſhould ſurprize my Lover, when 
he ſhould ſee how favourably I had been treated by that 
terrible Diſtemper. I knew very well it was my Mind 
le moſt eſteemed, but I alſo knew, that a fine Jewel 
v..cll-iet is much more to be prized, than when obſcured 
by the bungling Workmanſhip about it. 

Madam De G now finding me fit to go abroad, 
af;'d me if I was willing to accompany her to her 
Caſtle, where we were ſo much deſired: I told her 
that nothing could be more pleaſing to me; and *tis not 
to be doubted but 1 ſpoke the Truth, ſince it was there 


I was made to hope the Myliery of my Fate would be un- 
ravelled. | 
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The Day before we were to ſet out, I begged ſhe 
would permit me to go to Church, and render Heaven 
thoſe Thanks, I ought to do, and give the Charities 
which my Recovery demanded it was my Opiaion, 
that when one receives a great Benefit, one ought to con- 
fer ſuch Benefits on others, as are in our Power, and 
J could never diſpenſe with this Duty Madam 
De G applauded my pious Reſolution, and told 
me ſhe would accompany me in the Performance, and add 
to the Alms I intended to give; for, ſaid ſhe, I look 
on your Recovery as a Bleſſing to myſelf, and therefore 
ought to give Thanks for it, and alſo make the poor 
in ſome Meaſure partakers of it Perſevete in 
your Piety, my dear Fearetta, ſaid ſhe, it is that which 
| wi you a title to the protection of all diſpoſing 

vidence it is that which has preſerved you 
amidſt ſo many Dangers, and it is to that you will 
undoubtedly owe the happy End of all your Troubles. 

Alas, I little thought my truly fincere Deſign of paſ- 
ſing this Day in a kind of holy Repoſe, would have 
met with any Interruption, and that of ſuch a Nature, 
as threatned me with ending it in a Priſon. 

After having received the Euchariſt, I tarried a little 
to meditate on the ſacred Ceremony, when all on a ſud- 
den I found myſelf pull'd by the Sleeve, I was ſome- 
what ſurprized at the Liberty taken with me, and turn- 
ing my Head ſaw a Woman, to whoſe Face I was ut- 
terly a Stranger. | : 

Very well, Madam, ſaid ſhe, I am glad we have met 
at laſt, now it will be proved who is the true Counteſs 
De Roche. — my Reader will eaſily judge without 
my making any Deſcription the Fright I was in 
I could not ſpeak one Word, but roſe ard puſh'd from her 
with all my Strength, till I got to Madam De G—— 
who was at ſome Diſtance from me ſhe ſaw me 
pale and trembling, and as I had related to her, what 
happened to me before on Account of that unlucky 
Name, I only ſaid the Counteſs De Roches, and 
ſhe underſtood the Cauſe of this Change in my Counte- 
nance. She bid me not be alarmed, and we both _ 
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what haſte we could out of the Church. The Perſon 
that had given me this Confuſton, did not follow me ; 
but as I afterwards found kept her Eye conſtantly upon 
me, and when we were prefling through the Croud to 
1cach Madam De G———'s Coach, which waited for 
us, we heard a Voice cry, ſtop ſtop the fictitious 
Counteſs De Roches: She had told her Story to the 
People about the Door, and all Eyes were turned 
upon me; but the Equipage of Madam De G 
kept us fiom receiving any Inſult, but from cne Man 
who cryed, I ought to be detain'd till a Commiſſary 
ſhould be brought: How ridiculous a thing would that 
be, cryed my dear Friend! The Woman who makes 
this Clamour may, perhaps, be deceived by ſome Reſem- 
blance between this Lady and the Perſon ſhe men- 
tions ; but I will aniwer, that it would be highly dange- 
rous for any who ſhall dare to affront us. I heſe Words 
ſpoke with a reſolute and detcrmin'd Air, joined with 
the Figure Madam De - and her Attendants 
made, ſilenced the Fellow, but not the Counteſs, whoſe 
Cries purſued us, after we got into the Coach. | 
We drove, however, at too great a Rate for any one 


© 1 * 
to overtake us; though one of the Footmen told us, 


that two Serjeants, who vere accidentally pailing by, and 
heard the Complaint, followed us a conſiderable way. 
We arrived ſaſe at the Marqui>'s, but I could not pre- 
ſently get rid of my Fright, and, indeed, the Affair 
might have been of very ill Conſequence ; ſo dangerous 
as well as filly a thing it is to aſſume another Perſon's 
Name, though done with no Deſign of prejudicing any 
one. 

The next Day we ſet out, and as ſoon as we were out 
of Paris, Madam De 6 {aid the Tediouſneſs of 
the Journey would require ſomething to amule me: Hi- 
therto, faid ſhe, 1 have had no Opportunity to entertain 
you with any thing concer.ing inyielf, and it is but 
jait I hond pat tne ſam? Confidence in you, that 
you havealways done in me : 1 will, therefore, continued 
this amiable Lady embracing me, give you a little De- 
tail of what L have gone through fince we ſaw each 

I other, 


334 The /Virtuous Villazer ; or 


other. I made her thole Acknowledgements her Good- 
neſs demanded from me, and told her that any thing 
relating to her, would be in an inexpreſſible manner in- 
tereſting to me ; on which ſhe began the little Narrative 
ſhe had promiſed, in theſe Terms. 


The Hiſtory of Monſieur De G 


OU are no Stranger, ſaid ſhe, to the Diſpoſition 
of Monſieur De ,, nor to his amorous 
Inclinations, ſo will eaſily imagine I am going to enter- 
tain you with his Gallantries: Heaven only knows how 
greatly I have ſuffer'd by them; for you are the firſt to 
whom I ever divulged this Error in his Nature; and 
contented myſelf with ſecretly bewailing my Misfortune, 
and beſceching Heaven to put an end to it. I muſt, 
indeed, do him the Juſtice to ſay, he behaved to me 
with the greateſt Reſpect, and that in part compenſated 
for the want of that Tenderneſs, which I was ſenſible 
he beſtowed elſewhere ; but at lait even that was with- 
- drawn, I obſerved a viſible Change in his Looks, and 
manner of ſpeaking to me; he now was not om cold, 
but allo rugged and churliſh, whenever I came into his 
Preſence, nothing that I cculd ſay, or do was pleaſing to 
him; and [I began to tremble, leſt I ſhould loſe all his 
Friendſhip as well as Love. I thought he muit now 
rave an Amour with ſome Woman, who had either Me- 
rit, or Artifice enough to engage his ſerious Affection, 
and that I ought to ſearch into it, and try all my Ef- 
forts to win him from ſo formidable a Rival. 

But, alas! how difficult a Taſk this was, I need not 
tell you, who knew ſo well his Secrecy in Matters of this 
kind ; I was, therefore, very much at a Loſs how to 
proceed, 
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proceed, that I might come at the Certainty of what I 
was ſo deeply concern'd in. That he was paſſionately 


in Love all his Actions denoted———:e was hardly 
ever at Home, and when he was fo, ſullen, peeviſh, and 
ſometimes extremely me ancholly.—— 1 had no room 


to doubt if my Miz ortune, but the Author of it was 
kid ia Clouds. —! endeavour'd to gain ſome of his Ser- 
Vants, who I knew vcre in tne Secret, but to no Pur. 
foe ; they were more in his Intereſt than mine, and m 
Enquiries, which they doubtleis inlorm'd him of, ſerved 
only to render him n. ore cavtious, and at the ſame time 
encreas'd his ill-Hum-ur to me; tn: threw me into very 
erent Agitations, nor could | ſce any way to extricate 
myiz1f. 

I was one Day extremely melancholy, and had re- 
tired to my Cloſet, to give a love to my Complaints, 
on Account of fume very unkind Specches I had that 
Morning been treated with, by Monſieur De G . 
Chri/tina, that truſty Servant who you cannot but re- 

zember, ſince it was ſhe whom I entruſled to bring you 
from tne Convent, came in and found me in this Condi- 
tion. She preſs'd me ic earneſtly to reveal the Occaſion, 
that moved by the Gref ſhe ſhewed, and convinced of 
her Fidelity, I diſcoveted the whole Aſiair to her, which 
as ſocn as 1 had dene. Ah, my dear Lady, cryed the, 
you are too good, and have too long ſubmitted to the 
prices of an unworthy Huſband. 'nltead of 
Jears and Lamentations which may prejudice your 
Fea'th, you ſhould rather think of ijome way to put an 
Lid to his Irregularities. 

Alas, Chr: tina, replied I, what is it in my Power to 
dc is it poſſible for me to pie vent his liking ano- 
ther Woman and ſlighting we: kes, Madam, 
ſaid ſhe, in my Opinion, Men ere juit what we pleaſe 
to make them- haughty ven we are ſubmiſſive, 
and as meanly cringing when we exert ourſelves 
too much 1 ks on our 1d, is the ſure way to 
deſtroy theirs ; and Indifference the only way to preſerve 
any fort of Equality with them. 


Thou 
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Thou ſpeakeſt, anſwer'd I, like one who has never 
been a Wife, or rather if thou hadſt a Mind rather to 
divert my 'T'roubles, than wert able to offer any thing 
for their Mitigation. If 1 cannot do the latter, ſaid 
ſhe, indeed it would be ſome Pieaſure to me to think I 
could the former ; but yet 1 cannot help imagining, that 
if it were poſſible for me, to be in your Ladyſhip's 
Place, I would ſoon cure Monſieur De G , of 
his Paſſion for his Miſtreſs, and make him more in love 
with me than ever. That would be extremely difficult, 
replied I, for two Reaſons; the moſt important of 
which is, I have no longer that blooming Youth ſo en- 
chanting to Mankind. — Ah! Madam, cried 
Chriſtina, interrupting me, you are ſtill as beautiful as 
an Angel. The other Reaſon, reſumed 1, with- 
out taking any Notice of this Piece of Flattery ; Mon- 
ſieur De G was always a Lover of Variety, and 
this Foible is ſo engrafted with his Nature, that I have 
the leaſt hope he can ever throw it of; ſo that could I 
diſcover the Object of his preſent Flame, and by any 
Stratagem make him become aſhamed or weary of 
it, the Conſequence of my Endeavours would be only to 
make him transfer it on ſeme other, and but the more 
eltrange him from me, eſpecially if he found our that I 
made any Noiſe of it. 

I allow this Obſervation to be juſt, Madam, ſaid 
Chriſtina, after having pauſed a little tough I 
have little Experience of Mankind, I know there is a 
Pride in them, which renders them impatient of con- 
troul. I would never, therefore, advije a Wo- 
man to appear to lay any Reſtraint upon her tir{band, 
for as they never will acknowledge themielves gailty 
though never ſo glaringly ſoz they make an Accuation 
an Excuſe for their Extravagancies, exclaim in Publick 
againſt the Ill Humour of the Perſon they injure, and 
treat her inſupportably in private. Nay, che Ob- 
ſtacles laid in their way, frequently give freſh Vigo to 
Inclination, and give a double Relith to Fnjoyment, ſo 
that Stratagem, and that alſo very cloſely carried, on is 
the ſafeſt way a Woman can proceed. 
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T knew this Girl had been well educated, and had 
Wit; but had not expected ſo much good Underſtand- 
ing as I now found her Miſtreſs of. I agreed en- 
tirely to her Opinion, but told her as I had obſerved the 
Maxims ſhe now mention'd, yet found them without 
Succeſs, I could not ſee which way I could proceed to 
reap any Advantage. There are ſome Occaſions, Ma- 
dam, anſwer'd ſhe, when it is right to deviate from the 
common Rules of Prudence; but the great Art is to find 
out the fit Time for it 

Permit me, Madam, continued ſhe, perceiving I was 
filent and ſeem'd penſive, before I preſume to offer my 
little Advice for the reſtoring your Tranquility to amuſe 
you with an Adventure, I kad ſometime ago with Mon- 
ſieur De G I never mention'd it before ſear- 
ing to diſturb your Peace, and thought I ought to be ſa- 
tished with the Coniciouſneſs of having behaved as was 
my Duty without acquainting you with it. Ar 
that time I knew not you had any Suſpicion of his Fi- 
delity, though I knew he gave but too much Reaſon for 
it, and was fearful of creating in you any Diſquiet on 
that Score, though he gave me very cruel Motives of 
Complaint; but as I find now your Ladyſhip is 
no longer deceived by his Pretences, I think it pro- 
per you ſhould not be ignorant of what is in my Po- 
were to reveal, becauſe it may give you ſome Hints 
what Courſe will be moſt likely to reclaim him. 
Here ſhe ceas'd attending my Permiſhon, which IL 
immediately gave her, and was, indeed, not a little 
impatient to hear what ſhe had to ſay. 

1 was not quite Sixteen, ſaid ſhe, when Monſieur De 
G happening 1 ſuppoſe to have a Vacancy in his 
Heart, which any new Object might fill up, took 
a Fancy to me. You may remember, Madam, I had 
not then the Honour to be ſo near your Ladyſhip's Per- 
ſon, as I am at preſent: My Buſineſs was to attend 
your Daughter, and wholly taken up with pleaſing her, 
my Ambition extended no farther, and as i was never 
much guilty of diving into things in which I had no 
Concern, I penetrated not into the Affairs of the Fa- 
mily, nor had heard of any of that Talk of Monſieu 
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De G Amours, as I fince have done, and for 
that Reaſon was the more ſurprized, at what afterwards 
befell me on his Account. 

One Day when my young Lady was gone with you 
to the Opera, Monſieur De came into my 
Chamber, where I was ordering ſome little things of my 
own in her Abſence. What are you alone, Chriſtina, 
ſaid he How happens it you are not with my 
Daughter at the Opera? Are you not fond of Muſick, 
or is my Wife fo barbaroug, as to deny you that Plea- 
ture ? I knew not well what I faid, I was fo 
much ſurprized at ſeeing him in my Chamber; but the 
Purport of my Anſwer was that you were too good to all 
your Family, to refuſe them any convenient SarisfaCtion : 
Indeed, Madam, continued ſhe, my Confuſion was fo 
great at the Honour he did me in ſpeaking to me, which 
before that time he had never cone, that I believe I 
lock'd filly enough, to make him imagine I ſhould rea- 
Gily yield to any thing he ſhould propole. 

I perceived he look'd at me with the utmoſt Atten- 
tion, ſceming to meaſure me with his Eyes from Head. 
to Foot, the more Eagerneſs he expreſs'd in viewing me, 
the more my Conſternation encreaſed you are 
very beautiful, Chriſtina, ſaid he, taking hold of my 
land.! think it is an Injuſtice in Fortune to 
ſuſter a Girl of fo much Merit to be in the Station you 
are; and am determined to make you happier than you 
rou!d ever expect to be. Your Honour is very generous, 
{aid I, bluſhing, to take any Thought cf ſo inſignificant 
2 Creature as 7 am. I know not, reſumed he, how 
mean an Opinion others may have of you, but I fee no- 
thing ia all Paris ſo amiable you havea fine Com- 
plettion regular Features ——a moſt delightful 
Shape, and Eyes full of Spirit and Sweetneſs. —-—T 
wiſh no greater Pleaſure than to gaze upon them at full 
Liberty why do you turn your Head away ? con- 
tinuved he, coming nearer to me, I muſt not be denied a 
Niſs from thoſe little pretty pouting Lips. For 
Reaven's ſake, Monſieur, cry'd I, leave me, if my 
voung Ledy's Governeſs ſhould happen to come, and 
lee y9ur Honour here, and inform your Lady, what 
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would become of me, fear nothing, reply d he, 
J nave a Servant that watches on the Stairs, and will 
give me Notice of any Interruption. In ſpeaking this, 
he not only kiſs'd me with a Vehemence which 1 
could not approve ; but alſo pull'd my Handkerchief on 
one Side, and was about to put his Hand into my Bo- 
ſom ; I thought it was time for me now to be very loud, 
in hopes that the fear of being heard would oblige him 
to retire; but I was miſtaken, he had took the wicked 
Precaution to ſend moſt of the Servants out of the way 
on various Pretences, and I found myſelf too much in 
his Power; for though I had cry'd out twice no body 
appear'd to my Aſſiſtance, and he was proceeding to 
Extremities. [ was in the utmoſt Terror, but 
d:d not loſe a Preſence of Mind which alone could have 
ſaved me if you have that Regard for me you pre- 
tend, fail I, you will give me firſt ſome Reaſon to be 
convinced of it. Take me out of the Servitude J 
am in, and 1 ſhall believe you love me, and will be 
yours in the Way you defire. With all my Heart, re- 
ply'd he, make your Terms, let me but enjoy your 
Love, and all you can demand ſhall be ſettled on yon. 
beyond even my own Power of taking it from you. 
Well then, faid I, you ſhall give me a hundred Jedi 
D'Ors by way of earneſt, and after that prepare a 
Houſe for me to live in above Contempt. I agree, 
cry'd he, quite tranſported, and taking me in his Arms; 
no, ſaid I, drawing back, no Favours till I have the 
Nloney. Well, reſumed he, a little ſurprized, I 
believe, to find I was ſo much more forward than he 
had Reaſon to expect on firſt attacking me, and withal 
fo cunning and mercenary, you might have depended 
on my Word, loving you as I do; but ſince you inſiſt 
upon it, UII run to my Cloſet for the Money, and be 
with you again in a Moment. 

He was no ſooner out of my Room, than I flew up 
Stairs to one of your Women, who at that time lay ill, 
and by Conſequence I was ſure to find. He'll not 
come after me here, ſaid I to myſeif, and I'll take care 
never to be alone again. 
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I took, indeed, ſo much Precaution, and was always 
ſo much upon Guard, that for ſeveral Months he could 
rot get an Opportunity of ſpeaking one Word to me ; 
though he made many Contrivances, all which I baffled 
by the Aſſiſtance of my Guardian-Angel. 

I began at laſt to flatter myſelf, that tired with ſo 
many fruitleſs Attempts he had given it over, and 
thought of me no more; when as I was riſing one Morn- 
ing, I heard him in my young Lady's Room: A Wain- 
icot Partition only dividing the two Chambers, not a 
Word that paſs'd eſcap'd me. I was not ſurpriz'd at 
his being up fo early, for I knew he never lay long; 
but it ſcem'd a little ſtrange that he came into his 
Daughter's Apartment at that Hour, and that the Door 
was open'd without my being call'd. 

At firſt I could not tell what to think, as Mademoi- 
ſel'e Mignon was too young and innocent, to apprehend 
any thing of that kind her Father had in his Head; I 
knew not but he might make ſome Pretence or other of 
coming into my Chamber, my Door was not faſtened, fo 
bolted it, but ſo ſofily as not to be heard, and having 
thus ſecured myſelf, I lifiened to the Converſation, with 
more Curioſity than I ever knew before, or have ſince felt. 

Why would you have me comp'ain of poor Chr://ine 
to my Mether, ſaid my dear Lady? She never offended 
me in her Life, or deſerved I ſhould ſay the leaſt unkind 
Word of her That's nothing, reply'd Menfieur 
De G—>——*tis for her good that I put you upon it: 
"Therefore do as I command you I have a 
Huſband for ber, and while ſhe continues in our Fami- 
ly, ſhe won't think of iettling herſelf in the Worlc 
if you knew the Advantage it would be to her, you 
would do it without my bidding; but I am ſorry to ſee 
that one of your Age ſhould fo little regard what I fay. 

He added many other things to the ſame Purpoſe, 
v-kich at laſt put the young Lady into Tears; but ſtill 
ſme remain'd averſe to accuſing me, ſtill proteſting that 
as I never gave her any Caute ſhe knew not how to 
frame her Words to ſuch an Untruth. A Remonſtrance 
tuch as this from a Child, ane would imagine ſhould have 
raace a Farent aſhamed of his Injuſtice ; but — 
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dened is the Heart inſpired with Inclinations, ſuch a> 
thoſe of Monſieur De G at that Time! 

Finding he could not prevail on her to be:ome his 
Agent in this wicked Purpoſe, he flew into a Paſſion, 
and riſing haſtily from the Chair he was fitting in, well, 
faid he, I have done; but remember, Mignon, | will 
never forget your Diſobedience. 

You know, Madam, ſaid Chri//ina, the uncommon 
Love and Reſpect this ſweet Lady has for you both, ſhe 
burſt afreſh into Tears, and begging Monſieur De G 
to come back, entreated his Forgiveneſs, and promiſed 
to be directed by him. 

If your Repentance be fincere, ſaid he, I ſhall forget 
what's paſt, but 'tis upon Condition you punctually ob 
ſerve what I ſhall enjoin. Tell your Mother, con- 
tin2ed he, that you perceive Chriftina is in Love 
that ſhe has had the Boldneſs to entertain her Gallant in 
your Apartment when you have been abroad—and' that 


coming Home one Day unexpectedly, you found them 
together and ſaw him | 


I was ſo terrified, and at the ſame fo provoked at the 
cruel Stratagem contrived againſt me, that I unbolte.: 
my Door and flew out, what, ſaid I, muſt Innocence itielt 
be rendered guilty to accuſe me? I ſee now that 
nothing will be ſpared for my Undoing ; but mean as 1 
am, my Complaints, perhaps, may move Compaſſion, 
when I proclaim to all the World, the Motives Mon- 
fear De G has for having Recourſe to ſuch in 
famoas Proceedings; but firſt, continued I, my 
Lady ſhall be acquainted with the whole Aff i. 
ſhe is too juſt and generous not to pity, and afford me 
her Protection. 

I was all in Tears, as I ſpoke theſe Words, and was, 
indeed, coming to inform your Ladyſhip of the cruel 
Plot againſt me; but, Moniteur De G ſtopp'd 
me, you are a fooliſh Girl, cry'd he, you don't think 
ſure | was in earneſt. I faid all this only to make 
you come out of the Chamber, in a Rage, and aa 
ſome Diverſion to my Daughter. I ſhould, indeed, 
have been very fooliſh, if 1 had not ſeen this was 
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ſpoken with a Deſign to give a Turn to the Affair, and 
by making it pais for a Jeſt, prevent Mademoiſelle 
Mignon from thinking of it any more, or mentioning it 
to you. I pauſed a little conſidering what was beſt for 
we to do, and for the Reaſons I have already mention'd, 
being unwilling to trouble you with it, I retired, though 
not without a Murmur that expreſs'd my Diſſatis faction. 

When I reflected on this Affair, after my Paſſion was 
a litt!e abated, I was perſuaded within myſelf that as 
he had ventured to go this Length, he would go yet far- 
ther, and never reit till he had found ſome way to get 
me diſcharged from the Family, in hope that Misfor- 
tine would reduce me to accept of his Propoſals, or in 
Caſe of my Refuſal be a ſufficient Revenge for the Diſ- 
appointment I had given him. How to proceed I knew 
not, loth I was to leave my Place, and ſtill more loth to 
give you any Cauſe of Complaint, ſo reſolved to wait 
the Iſſue, but to be ſo careful of myſelf, as never to 
give him any Opportunity of ſurprizing me. 

ear a Year paſt over without my receiving any Mo- 
leſtation of that kind, when accidentally, pardon me 
Heaven, I ought not to make uſe of that Expreſſion, 
fince *twas by thy all- directing Providence alone, I made a 
Diſcovery of a ſecond Plot againſt me, if poſſible more 
cruel, and more dangerous to me than the former. 

Maria the Chambermaid under me, had pretended an 
exceſſive Fear of Spirits, and very much preſs'd me to 
Lecome her Bedfellow, as both of us lay alone : Though 
4 never did any thing but laugh at ſuch Apprehenſions, 
{ complied at laſt with her Importunities, and after we 
Lad agreed upon ion the very Night I was firſt 
to be her Gueſt, going up Stairs I found a Paper, which 
perceived had been folded up in the manner of a Bil- 
let. open'd it, and read to my inexpreſſible 
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T rejoice to hear your 
1 pretend to go out of 


Town 


* Lives I promiſed you; 
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Town to-morrow, that I may mot be cafe by my 
Wife ; but ſhall return late in tie Ewenine, and be ad. 
mitted by one of my oxen Men, who is in the Secret 
1 fall then ſteal fofth into your Chamber, and can eal 
myſerif in the Cloſet rcu mention, till I find Chritlira 5 
in Bed. as foe will ſuppoſe it to be you, foe ai,, 
nale no Neiſe till it is fal her Power to prevent my 
Defizns : all you hawe tt ds therefore is te get her fro. 
my Daugitcr's Apartment as foen as poſſible Trad 
no Opportunity of fſpeatin? 19 you, /2 took this Means of 
giving you a Caution Fer ewvell, knew me always for 
your Friend. 

Tho' there was no Dire& on to this Letter, nor Name 
ſubſcribed ; it was eaſy for me to knew the Perion thut 
wrote it, or for whom it was deſigned, and the Danger 
I had ſo miraculouſly eſcaped ; I was ſometime before i 
could reſolve how to behave in this Aﬀair, and as it was 
now near the Time of going to Bed, I was ruminating; 
on it, when the wicked Maria came into my Chambes, 
and tod me that your Ladyſhip had ordered her to do 
ſomething, which would detain her later than the uſual 
Hour, fo deſired I would not wait for her but go te. 
Bed, as ſoon as I was diſmiſſed from my Attendance cn 
Madamoiſelle. I looked on her while ſhe was ſpeakirg. 
and whether it were owing to her own Seals. of tlie: 
Crime ſhe was about to be guilty of, or my Knowledge 
of her Intentions, I cannot ſay, but certain it is, that 
ſhe that Moment looked with a Countenance that had 
ſomething in it hideous could not bear to turn 
my Eyes upon her, but as ſoon as ſhe had done ſpeaking, 
I have found a Letter, ſaid I, which I believe belongs 
to you, and then preſented her with the ſhocking Paper 
never was Confuſion ſuch as hers at my delivering 
it to her, ſhe but caſt her Eyes upon it, and was Thunder- 
ſtruck———good Heaven, cried ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe 
could ſpeak, how myſterious are all thy Ways! | 
Pardon me, good God! and pardon me, Chriſtina 
I ſee and am aſhamed of what I have done, and now re- 
Joyce in the midſt of my Diſgrace, that the horrid 
Crime I had conſented to further is diſappointed of 
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being perpetrated. With theſe Words ſhe burſt into a 
Torrent of Tears, and appeared ſo truly penitent that I 
was very much moved at it. Well, Maria, faid I, I 
will believe you were unwarily drawn into a Partner- 
ſhip in this cruel Deſign upon me — l am pre- 
ſerved, and innocent it is therefore my Buſineſs 
now to comfort you—————Jdepend upon my free For- 
giveneſs, and that I will always pray you may find 
Pardon from above—— 1 do aſſure you I will never 
divulge any Thing to your Prejudice in the Family 
all I have to aſk, 15 that you would write a few Words 
ro Monſieur De G in the manner I ſhall diQtate ; 
the poor Creature was ſo much pierced with my good 
Nature as ſhe termed it, and a juſt Senſe of ) her Error 
that ſhe was willing to do any Thing that wade appear 
a Reparation of her Fault; what I defired her to write 
was in this Manner. 


To Monfieur De G——— 


HE cruel Prejedt you communicated to me, and which 
J too readily agreed to forward, is miraculouſly pre- 
vented from taking Effet T beg for the ſake of 
your own Peace both here, and hereafter, you will no 
more proſecute an Attempt, which I dare believe Heaven 
will always render fruithſi————7 am convinced that 
true Virtue is Heaven's peculiar Care, and if ſo, it will be 
in vain for any one to aim at its Deflruftion————the 
Maid whoſe Deſtruction both of us bad conſpired, aſſures me, 
Ge will pray, that we have better Minds juſt 
Conſciouſneſs of my Crime has made me a Convert, I hops 
the Monitor within your own Breaſt will have no leſs 
Weight with you Il will remain a Secret to my 
Lady, but it muſt be on Condition you for the future forego 
all Defigns, perillous for thoſe who engage in them ; and 
in the end ſhameful to your ſelf——=that you may do [1 
terre is the earneſt Wiſh of 
Tour moſt dutiful Servant, 
Mar 


T 
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To this ſhe would need add a Poltcript, the Werd; 
which as near as I can recollect, were theſe ; 


4 
5 
9 


P. S. I rertarn you the feve hundred Livre, von <007'e 
pleaſed tz encloſe, for as I look upon them as the Hi 1 es of 
Sin, I durfl net put them among thiſe I have acquirid 
by hareft Lab ur, and hope you wwill convert them to uſes 
more pious and more laudable, than that fir which the, 
were beſioaved on me. 


W aen ſh: had finihed this Letter, ſhe ge it to the 
Min waom ſhe kney was entrule with all the Se- 
crets of his Mater, and who had brought her tlie 
Letter and the Money. She ordered him to deliver it 
into his Hands as ſoon as he ſhould arrive from his pre— 
tended Journey, and when ſhe had ſettiee every I wing 
neceſſary with hin, ſhe returned to me, and gave me 
the whole Detail dy what Sollicitatians he had prevailed 
upon her to become acceſſary to his intended C ime 
I flatter myſelf her Letter had ſome Effect on him, for 
he has never ſince, tho' near th.ce Years have been 
elapſed, ever ſpoke one Word to me, nor much leſs ever 
renewed any Attempts of the Nature J have been men- 
tioning Maria, however a true Penitent, and 
always aſhamed to look me in the Face, in ſpite of all 
my Endeavours to reaſſure he-, was never entirely ei ſ/ 
and having the offer of being entertained in Madam De 


L 's Service, your Ladyſhip knows ſhe quitted 
yours, ſince which I have never ſcen her. | 
Here Chriſtina ended, ſaid Madam De G ,ard 


I aſked her wbat Inference ſhe had drawn from this Aus 
venture, that would be of any Service to me. That be 
lands more in Awe of your Ladyſhip, replied ſhe, than 
you perhaps imagine, and that proper Methods might put 
a {top to his Career of Vice. 

The firſt thing in my Opinion, continued ſhe, ſhou'd 
be to find out the Woman who miſleads him, then to 
have her informed that if ever you ſhould nnd out the 
Intrigue, you have Power enough to have her conſined 
tor Life—— at the ſame Time I would have ſome Friend 
of Monſieur De G—— — '$ talk to him in a very ſcrious 
manner and after remonſtrating to him the Injultice he 
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was guilty cf, and that if he did not immediately 
change his Courle of Lite, you {houid be informed of it, 
and conſequently a Rupture would eniue, your Grievances 
would be laid open, and his Keputatior, which hitherto 
Le had ſee med ſo tenacious of, entirely ruin'd. 

Tno' Chriftizna's Advice did not ſuit with my Incli- 
ration, it occaſioned in me a whimſical Reſolution, and 
inch a one as perhaps no Woman beſide myſelf ever 
thought on, much leſs put in Praftice——— you ſhall 
judge of it, my dear Jearetta, continued Madam De 
G never remember it without laughing, and I 
care anſwer when you know it, you will be no leſs 
diverted. But I will not tell you at once the Plot, that 
«ame into my Head, tho“ I did Chriftina, but acquaint 
ou how ſtep by ſtep I carried it into Execution. 

I began with going one Morning into my Huſband's 

joſet, and having enquired how he did, the Carnival, 
taid I, is near at hand, and I have an Inclination to 
paſs both that and the Lent in the Country, and not return 
to Paris till after Eaſter, but would not do it without 
your Permiſſion, ſo beg to know how you approve of it. 
The idea of my Abſence was too agreeable for him not 
to give a ready Conſent ; he not only told me I was my 
own Miſlreſs, and ſhould be ever ſo ; but alſo accom- 
panied that Compliment with a Purſe of Gold, in order 
as he ſaid to make the Carnival more pleaſing. 

The ſame Day Chri/tina and I ſet out on our ſuppoſed 
Journey; but inltead of going to my Caſtle, I went to 
ner Xlother's Houſe: having mace that Woman ac- 
quainted with my Defign the Night before————a 
Man's Taylor was imme liately ſent for, and they hav- 
ing provided me with a Night-Gown, Cap and Slippers 
to prevent his having any Suſpicion I was not of the 
Sex I pretended, I made him take my Meaſure, and 
beipoke two Suits of Cloaths, the one extremely rich, 
the other leſs ſo, and ordered them to be made with all 
poſſible ſpeed. My Commands were punctually obeyed, 
and in leſs than four Days every Thing was got ready 
ard I was metamorphoſed into a fine Monſieur, and 
you cannot conceive how much this Diſguiſe became me. 
Beth Chriſtina, and her Mother proteſted that I perſonated 
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a Man ſo naturally, that it was impoſſible for any one to 
think I was not really fo. 

Now, my dear Feanetta, you will ſoon ſee into my 
Plot, which hitherto 1 dare anſwer you have no Notion 
of ; had one Footman who I knew was perſectly 
in my Intereſt. Tui, Fellow I had ordered to be a con- 
Rant Spy on my Huſband, and watch wherever he went, 
that he might find out where this Miſtreſs who gave me 
ſo much Pain was lodged. | 

As Monſieur De G imagined me out of Town, 
he was ſomewhat leſs cautious than he had been, ſo that 
it was no difficult Taſk for my Delires fo far to be ac- 
compliſhed In three Days the Man brought me News 
that a Lady whom my Huſband went every Day to 
viſit, often dined with, and ſeldom ſupped from, was 
called Madamoiſelle 7u/:a, and that ſhe lived in a little 
Street near Fauxbourg Saint Honor. This Diſcovery I 
looked upon as half Succeſs, and immediately employed 
a Perfon Chriſtina's Mother recommended to me, to 
enquire in the Neighbourhood where this Woman was 
lodged, what publick Places ſhe frequented, and I 
Toon found out that ſhe went very often to the Opera, 
and Comedy, both of which ſhe was extremely fond of. I 
hired this Fellow as a Footman, and without entruſting 
him with my Secret, for he imagined he ſerved a Maſter 
not a Miftreſs, I mace him get acquainted with Falia's 
Servant ; and he ſoon proved how fit he was for the Pur- 
poſe 1 employed him in, for ſuppoſing I had a mind to 
have an Intrigue with this Woman, he brought me an 
exact Intelligence of all her Motions. 

Being — ſne was gone to the Theatre, what 
Dreſs ſne had on, and in what Box ſhe was ſeated, 1 
followed her thicher, and ſoon diſcovered by the Deſcrip- 
tion. which of the many Ladies there, was ſhe I ſouglit 
after. She was tall, well ſhaped, and accompanied by 
another Woman, ſomewhat elder than herſelf, but very 
well dreſſed. I went into the next Box to her's, but had 
not preſently a full View of her Face, it being ſo early 
that the Candles were not yet lighted, excepting ſome 
few here and there. The Houſe however was extremely 
full, as it could not be expected to be otherwiſe, that 
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being the firſt Night of the Repreſentation of one of 
Monſicur Voltair's Tragedies you have heard me 
often ſpeak, continued Madame De 6 — of that 
admirable Author, and may remember with what 
Praiſes; indeed in this, I but concurred with the publick 
Voice in doing Juſtice to his Merit the Knowledge 
of the Author who furniſhed this Night's Entertainment, 
was ſufficient to draw all the Perſons of Senfe, or who 
defired the Reputation of it to be preſent. 

When the Candles were lighted, I had a full View of 
the Face of ladamoiſelle Julia, and heard her ſay in a 
very low Voice to the Perſon who was with her, that ſhe 
trembled leſt Monſieur De G———ÞP—ſhould come to the 
Play. By this I found ſhe had not acquainted him with 
it, and could gather from ſome other Words they faid 
to each other, that he was jealous of her, which pleaſed 
me extremely, as it forwarded my Contrivance. 

Here I could not forbear interrupting Madam De 
G I am in the utmoſt Impatience, cried I, for 
Heaven ſake dear Madam do me the favour to tell me 
what end you propoſed to yourſelf by doing all this; 
for I am utterly unable by what you have ſaid to com- 
prehend any Part of your Deſign. 

You are in very great haſte, replied Madam De G— 
with a Smile, it would be but juſt to keep you in Suſ- 
pence, as they do in Romances, till the Incidents that 
follow, ſhould by Degrees, give you leave to gueſs at 
the Cataſtrophe ; but I ſhould make a very gracious 
Queen, I don't love to refuſe any thing in my power to 
beltov', without Pre,udice ta other — know then, 
that my Deſign was to get if poſſible the Affection of 
Mademoiſelle Julia, make an Aſſignation with her, and 
conirive it ſo, that my Huſband might ſurpriſe us to- 
1 and to be convinced of the Infidelity of thoſe 

ort of Creatures. 

Had I been a Man, I know not if I had not in 
good earneſt, become the Rival of Monſſeur De G—— 
Fulia had an enchanting Sprightlineſs in her Coun- 
tenance her Complexion was cf a dazzling W hite- 


neſs, ard when ever ſhe looked upon you, ber Eyes 
ſeemed 
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ſeemed to ſpeak, and command your Admiration 
the more I examined her, the leis I was ſurpriſed at my 
Huſband's Paſſion for her, yet it did not hinder me from 
proſecuting my Deſign, and tho' I was far from hating 
her, I could not bear he ſhould continue to love her. 

It was no difhcult Matter for me to make an Acquain- 
tance with her: Women of her Character, tho' never 
ſo well ſupported by one Man, are ready to enter in- 
to Converſation, with as many as ſhall think it worth 
their while to endeavour it. I talked a great deal to 
her, and as I was well dreſs'd, and ſhe took me for a 
Perſon of Diſtinction, was very much pleaſed with the 
Compliments I mace her. I entreated Permiflion to 
viſit her, and tho' ſhe did not immediately grant my 
Requeſt, I eaſily perceived the would do ſo before we 
parted when the Play began, I was ſo charm'd 
with it, that I had like to have forgot the Buſineſs which 
brought me there————=raiſe your Idea to every thin 
that can be called excellent, yet it will ſtill be ſhort of 
what this juſtly celebrated Poet preſents us with———2 
Delicacy of Sentiment could never be carried to a high- 
er Pitch———every thing was majeſtic, noble and 
intereſting the Actors were more the Heroes they 
perſonated, than themſelves ever were in reality 
Fanty, Energy, Sublimity, Tenderneſs were all united 
in this inſtruttive Compoſition Happy are they 
who poſſeſs Talents ſuch as Voltaire, they merit to have 
Monuments erected to their Memory, which ſhould con- 
tinue to the end of Time—in doing Honour to Authors 
of this Rank, we do Honour to ourſelves, and ſhew po- 
ſterity we had a Taſte capable of reliſhing Perfection. 

I was not however quite unmindful of myſelf, and took 
the Opportunity of attacking Julia between the Acts, 
and had the Satisfaction, to obſerve that every time I 
ſpoke to her, ſhe ſeemed more and more diſpoſed to liften 
to me, and when at laſt I preſs'd her very home, it 
is not, faid ſhe, out of any diſlike ro your Perſon, or 
Converſation, that I am at all reluctant to admit your 
Viſits ; on the contrary, you appear in my Eyes a dan- 
gerous Man - there is ſomething too agreeable both 
in your Form, and Wit, fora Woman, who would pre- 
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ſerve her Heart, to truit herſelf much with Re- 
ſides, continued ſhe, I have ſome other private Reaſons, 
which deter me from entring mto an Acquaintance with 
you. Here ſhe ceaſed, but as I would not take what 
ſhe ſaid as a Der.ial, I renewed my Petition in terms 
ſo ſtrong, that ſhe at laſt conſented, with this Con- 
dition, that the Viſits I made her, ſhould be between the 
Hours of Dinner and Supper, and that I would never 
inũ ſt on ſtaying a Moment longer, than ſhe thought 
it proper I ſhould go. All this I readily agreed to, 
and the Preliminaries being ſettled, I had leave to vi- 
fit her next Day, on which I ſaid every thing that Men 
uſually do on ſuch Occaſions, and perhaps exceeded moſt 
of them in my Complaiſance, Women knowing beſt 
what will be moſt pleaſing to their own Sex. She ſeemed, 
indeed, charmed with the Tranſports I expreſs'd, but 
faid, as I was leading her to a Coach, that waited for her, 
and the Perſon that accompanied her, You Men are de- 
ceitful ; while we are new to you, nothing fo complaiſant 
and fond; but when once you have obtained your Wiſhes, 
nothing more careleſs and indifferent However, 
tho' I know this, there is ſomething in my Heart, which 
will not ſuffer me 1 be ungrateful 2 the Eſteem you 
expreſs ſor me. She this with ſo engaging an Air, 
that had J really oy ore ſhe took _ had cer- 
tainly been in love with her. 

I was careful not to omit the appointed hour nextDay, 
but was very much mortified at being obliged to quit the 
Houſe, without ſeeing her, tho? indeed I learned enough 
to make me know my Plot was in as fair a Way of ſuc- 
ceeding, as I could wiſh. At my Arrival, I found 
ſanding at the Door, the Woman who had been with 
her at the Play, and whe I ſoon diſcovered was no other 
than her Servant and Confidant : She took me into a little 
Parlour, and told me, that Madamoiſelle F«/ia was ex- 
tremely concerned, that I ſhould have the 'Trouble 
of coming at a Time, when it was impoſſible ſhe could 
| admit me, a Perſon whom ſhe did not expect being, unluc- 

| kily with her, and it was wholly improper I ſhould be ſeen. 

| I thought, at firſt, that this Diſappointment was a 
Piece of Artifice, common enough with ſuch Women, to 
heighten 
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heighten the Paſſion I had pretended, and to bring me 
to explain myſelf, as to the Advantages, ſhe might ex- 
pect from my Acquaintance: in order, therefore, to pre- 


vent my labour being loſt, When I ſhould come again, 
it ſcemed proper I fl. ouid begin by gaining Goge, fo 


was this Woman called, fo made her a Preſent of ten 
Lewis D'Or:. She bluſhed at receiving them, 
but whither through Joy, or Modeſty, I leave you to 
gueſs, the Gold however had its uſual Effect. it 
purcha ed every Secret I delired=———— She informed 
me that Monſieur De G was paſſionately in love 
with her Mitlreſs, that he was extremely jealous of her, 
and that it was noother than himſelf, who was at that time 
above with her=—————he was told, ſaid ſhe, by ſome 
of his Spies, that you talked to her at the Play laſt 
Night, and when we came home we found him waiti 
for us: he reproached her Ingratitude and ill Conduct, 
as he termed it, and has never left the Houſe fince. 
What makes us more unhappy, is, that his Wife is now 
out of Town, and having no reſtraint upon him, we 
ſhall find it an infinite Difficulty to do any thing with- 
out being in Danger of his ſurpriſing u We uſed 
to have ijome Hours of the Day to ourſelves, but now 
he either ſends or comes ſo perpetually, that we have a 
miſerable Time. 

I then aſked if Monſieur De made any amends 
by his Liberality for the Trouble he gave. To which 
ſhe replied, that they had no reaſon to complain, but that 
ſhe thought he might do better, for ſhe knew him to be 
immenlely rich: But, added ſhe, Madamoiſelle Julia, 
is not of a mercenary 'I'emper———Complaiſance more 
endears a Man to her, than all the Riches in the World 
—— o offer her a Gratuity,* for any Favours ſhe 
beſlows, is the ſame thing, as ſtriking a Ponyard to her 
Heart I have often blamed this Folly in her, but 
there is no conquering Nature=——1 am obliged, con- 
tinued the cunning Gogo, to receive all the Preſents made 
to her, and to inſtruct her Lovers how to behave if 
they would ſucceed if any one was to bring her a 
Sum of Money, or even a Ring or Bracelet, ſhe would 
that Minute forbid him her Houle. 2 
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IT took no Notice of what ſhe had ſaid on this Score, 
being determined not to pay too dear for my Curioſity, 
but aſked her, how Monfievr . G———— behaved, 
ſo as, to get into her good G races ; why that, Monſieur, 
anſwered ſhe, was all owing io me he was quite 
brutal at the firſt, he fell in love with her at the O- 
pera, had her followed home. and the next Morning 
wrote a Letter to acquaint her, that he was very much 
charm'd with her, tat he knew ſhe was kept by a Coun- 
ſellor of the Parliament, who did not allow her very hand- 
ſomely, and if ſhe would break with him, ſaid hes I 
will give you a hundred Lewis COrs in hand, and a 
thouſand Crowns per Month. 

A fine way of Courtſhip indeed, cryed Gogo, my Miſ- 
treſs was highly affronted, and I went to him and re- 
proved him, for his want of Politeneſs toa Woman of 
her Merit he ſwore he had made uſe of the ſame 
Method to above twenty, who had never reſented it, 
and to prove the Truth of what he ſaid, ſhewed me a Let- 
ter, which he told me was the Original of what Le wro e 
to all whom he had any Deſign upon of that Nature. 

I could ſcarce forbear Laughing, when ſhe ſpoke this, 
in her Account I ſaw my Huſband's Picture drawn to 
the Life ; but as I wanted to be informed of all relating 
to this Aﬀair, I aſked her how ſhe brought it about, 
that two ſuch Oppoſites as ſhe deſcribed, ſhould at laſt 
agree. Why, fail ſhe, I undertook to reconcile my 
Miſtreſs to him, but obliged him to pay down a whole 
Years Advance into my Hands, beſides the hundred 
Lewis 4 Ores, and then he had leave to come, and the 
Counſellor was diſimiſſed But, purſued ſhe, you 
cannot imagine the difficulty I had to bring him to part 
with all that Money at once, and I don't know whither 
ever he would have done it, if I had not made him be- 
lieve the Counſellor was ſo much in Love, that we 
were in hopes of drawing him in to marry her. 

I was now ſufficiently inſtructed by this moſt extraor- 
dinary Servant, every Paſſage relating to my Huſband 
and his Miſtreſs, and could not help reflecting how 
ridicalous Men make themſelves by putting it into the 
Power of iuch Wretches to expoſe them at their * 
a ut 
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but this not being a Place to indulge Meditation, I took 
my leave after having gained a Promiſe from her to 
contrive ſome means of my ſeeing her Miſtreſs the next 
Day either at her own Houle, or ſome other Place ſhe 
would find out. 

By all that had paſſed I had no reaſon to Deſpair, and 
I found Goyo punctual to her Promiſe the next Day—they _ 
had on ſome Pretence or other got rid of Monſieur De G 
and the beautiful Julia received me in a manner, which 
left me no room to doubt I had made a real Impreſſion 
on her Heart, a thing not very common with Women of 
her Stamp————-ſhe was alone, and I could eaſily 
perceive ſhe had ſummon'd all her Charms that Day, 
to compleat a Conqueſt over me I ſay again, that 
had I been of a different Sex I muſt have loved her, there 
was a Modelty and Sweetneſs in her Converſation, that in 
ſpite of the Injury ſhe had done me, made it impoſſible 
for me to hate her, and I found ſome kind of Conſola- 
tion in my Misfortune, that I was not ſacrificed, as 1 
have known ſome very deſerving Women, to a Wretch 
without any one Allurement, but Vice to juſtify the 
Change. I had not forgot the manner in which the Men 
make their firſt Advances, and behaved ſo as to make a 
very ſwift Progreſs in her Favour; all that remained 
farther for the compleating my Project was to procure an 
Aſſignation at Night, and contrive it ſo that my Huſbind 
ſhould ſurprize us together. 

But, my dear Feanetta, continued Madam De 6— 
when I was on the Point of entreating this deſtructive 
Favour of her, a Tenderneſs roſs in my Heart, and 
Pleaded ſo ſtrongly in her Favour, that J heſitated a 
good while before I could ſpeak of it ſhe ſeemed 
to love me ſo ſincerely, had given me ſo endearing a 
Reception, and I diſcovered ſo much Senſe and Good- 
nature in her, that I thought it an unparallelled Piece 
of Cruelty to contrive the Ruin of ſo amiable a Perſon, 
and who put ſo much Confidence in me in fine, 
tho' Reſentment ſtruggled hard, yet I could not bring 
myſelf to a Reſolution. 

I had viſited her four Days together, without coming 
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tothe Point, for which I had takea all this Pains, but 
on the fiſth, ſhe put a Period to my A,:tations, by 
making me of her own accord an Appointment to come 
the next Day towards Evening, which, ſaid ſhe, I am 
determined to paſs with you, having ſomething to com- 
municate to you in private. 

It was then my Buſineſs, according to the Scheme I 
had laid, to order that Servant I before mentioned as in 
my Intereſt, to acquaint Monſieur Dc G that Julia 
had a new Gallant, and that they were together at that 
Time, that he might have come and detected her in her 
Perhdy, yet did I not do this, and perhaps my Pity 
would forever have got the better of my Jealouſy, had 
not Chance done that for me, which I could not 
prevail on myſelf to do: But of that hereafter. 

I went according to the Time : Gogo was ordered to 
tell my Huſband in caſe he ſhould come, that Julia was 
gone abroad I know, ſaid that unfortunate Woman, 
that he will be incenſed to the higheſt Degree, and 
perhaps run in ſearch of me over half the Town, but 
where we do not love, we little regard the Pains we 
give to our Admirers -I know at any Time how 
to make my Peace with him, a few Tears, or a well 
counterfeited fainting away, will make him forego even 
the Teſtimony of his own Eyes, ſo, my dear Chevalier, 
continued ſhe, we will have ſome Hours to ourſelves in 
Spite of all his jealous Watchfulneſs. 

You muſt know, purſued Madam De G——that 
as it was neceſſary I ſhould aſſume ſome Name, I took 
that of the Chevalier Be//cour upon me; but I now be- 
gan to think I had brought myſelf into a Perplexity I 
ſhould not know how to extricate myſelf from: Fulia's 
Advances made me fearful the wouid expect I ſhould be 
more the Lover than was in my power to be, and how 
to excuſe a Coldneſs ſo out of Nature, and contrary to the 
Paſſion I had profeſſed for her, I could not by any means 
contrive I was jaſt thinking to pretend a ſudden 
Indiſpoſition had ſeized me, and take my leave; and 
was preparing my Countenance to agree with what I 
deſigned to affect, when the charming Falia eaſed me 
of my Apprehenſions, by theſe Words. I 
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T love you, my dear Belicour, ſaid ſhe, and it is my 
Opinion of your Honour that engages me to do ſo, and 
alſo to make you the Confidant of the moſt ſecret Paſſages 
of my Life————tho' you are a Man, I imagine I fee 
ſomething in you directly oppoſite to the common 
Artifices, Deceptions, and Vices of your Sex, and there. 
fore I will venture to lay open all my Soul, and implore 
your Aſſiſtance, as a Man of Virtue, and a Friend; for 
believe me that notwithſtanding the Life I lead, I often 
walle whole Days in Tears and bitter Reflections. On 
what, beautiful Julia, interrupted I, you much amaze 
me ſuch Diſcourſes are indeed what I little ex- 
pected, but I beſeech you let me know in what I can be 
able to ſerve you. What ſhe had ſaid had indeed very 
much moved me, and at that Inſtant I felt for her all that 
could be expected from a Friend, ſuch as ſhe ſeemed to 
want. 

Yes, my dear Chevalier, reſumed the weeping Julia, 
you are the only Perſon I ever ſaw who ſeems qualified 
both by Power and Inclination to put an end to my 
Diſtreſſes, and reftore to me that Peace of Mind, which 
has long alas been a Stranger to me, but you ſhall be 
judge yourſelf, if you will will permit me to reveal my 
unhappy Story, it will not be tedious and perhaps may 
let you more into the Deceit and Hypocriſy of ſome 
Sort of People than yet you have any Notion of. 

I told her ſhe would do me a Pleaſure in repoſing ſuch 
a Confidence in me, which I gave her my ſolemn Y ro- 
miſe never to abuſe, on which ſhe began her little Nar« 
rative in this Manner, 


The His Tory of Julia. 


OW E my Birth, ſaid ſhe, to the Amour of Monſieur 
the Marquis D-———a general Officer, and Mada- 
moiſelle De R the late celebrated Comedian 


I was privately brought up by a Woman, who had wot 
wi 
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with my Mother, but falling into very bad Circum- 
ſtances, I was left without Support accuſtomed to 
Eaſe Iknew not how to get my Bread by Labour 
Neceſſity, not Inclination, made me enter into the way 
of Lite you find me in the firſt I yielded to, made 
me hope a Proviſion for my whole Days, but all his 
Promiſes were vain he quitted me for a new 
Object, I was obliged to liſten to the Temptations of 
a new Lover he deceived me like the other a 
third—————a fourth——a fifth did all the fame, and 
tho' ſo oft a Miſtreſs, found myſelf without a Friend 
it has not been in my Power to quit a Life which I ſo 
much deteit, that the Approaches of a Man on that 
Score, is dreadful to me, and I ſhudder at the Apprehen- 
ſions of what ſome of my Sex as well as yours, are but 
too well pleaſed with I am every Day doing 
Penance, even while I am going the Road to Perdition, 
and I hazard the alvation of my Soul elſewhere for doing 
what I would give any thing but my Soul to avoid 
miſerable here, and deſponding for hereafter, I ſhall be 
2 to the moſt frightful Extremity if not ſpeedily re- 
ieved. 

You ſeem ſurprized, continued ſhe, and indeed have 
Reaſon to be ſo——J—I know my Words carry an 
Enigma in them which nothing can ſolve but entring into 
a ſerious Conſideration on the Circumſtances I am in 
I Jam ſenſible that moſt People would tell me it was eaſy 
for me to quit a Courſe of Life ſo infamous to the whole 
World, and which I myſelf to have an Averſion 
for———they would fay all is but Artifice in me, that 
if I really repented I ſhould reform, and that there were 
many ways by which I might ſubſiſt, if my Inclinations 
to live virtuous, were ſincere. | 

But Chevalier, purſued ſhe, I think, or I am much 
deceived, yet have a fund of Compaſſion in your Heart, 
that will not ſuffer you to judge of me with ſo little 
Charity, you will reflect how hard it is for a Woman 
educated in a genteel, tho' not a grand Manner, to 
deſcend to ſervile Offices for her Support you will 
alſo think that even were all remembrances of — 
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Plenty to be forgot by me, the Vic2s I have been guilty 
of, would not be fo far forgot, a: tu ſuffer me to = re- 
ceive'd into any Fam.!'7 of Reputatior. you will 


About a Year ago, being as now extremely 2larmed at 
tae State | was in, I made a firm Reſolution to quit it, 
and of doing every thing in my Power to loſe mylelt 
from theſe 1 and wicked Bonds, which ſo long 
had fettered me for this Purpoſe I ſent for a Prieſt, 
] entreated he wonld take upon him the Direction of my 
future Adions, acknowiedged to him my paſt Faults, 
I: mented the Miſery of my preſent Situation, and con- 
jured him by his ſacred Function to take Compa ſſion on me, 
and find ſome charitable Means of extricating me from the 
Labyrinth of Guilt and Shame, I was involved in. 

He liſtened to me with all imaginable Attention, 
exacted as the firſt Proof of my Sincerity, that I ſhould 
make a general Conſeſſion, and while I was preparing 
for it refrain any Repetiticn of my former Irregularites, 
and cencluced with aſſuring me, that if he found me a 
true Penitent he would exert the utmoſt of his Power to 
Procure me an honeſt Subſiſtance. 

This gave me ſome Conſolation, and reſolved to be 
guided entirely by his Advice, I diſcharged my Ser- 
vants ; ſo:d the beit Part of my Furniture, and all the 
ſuperfluous Ornaments of Dreſs ; broke off with a Lover 
who had provided for me, and retired toa little Lodging 
ſome diſtance from Town, where I lived concealed from 
all my former Acquaintance, paſt my Time in bewailing 
my Errors and beſeeching He:ven to enable me to 
abandon the World for ever and its deceitful Pleaſures. 

My Director came frequently to viſit me, and examine 
what Progreſs I made in my pious Reſolution 
I hid from him nothing cf the 'I'ruth, omitted no Part 
of the Penances he enjoyned me, and prayed twice as 
often as he had told me was nece no Acts of 
Mortification but what I chearfully went through, yer 
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in ſpite of this State of Humiliation, Tears, Faſting, and 
all that can denote a Convert, I was three whole 
Months without being able to prevail on him to give me 
Abſolution. He told me he durſt not pronounce the 
ſacred Benediction, till he was fully convinced, that what 
I called a Converſion, was not rather a Diſguſt, which 
might perhaps wear off, and I return to my former 
Vices——1 then aſked what I could do farther to render 
myſelf worthy of what I defired with ſo much Ardency ; 
and he anſwered that I muſt perſevere, and time alone 
could prove the Sincerity of my Intentions. I often 
bemoaned myſelf to him, that I was ſo long delayed the 
Seal of my Tranquility, he remained inflexible, and 
nothing I could urge had the leaſt Efficacy. 

All this Time I was diminiſhing the little Money I 
had received for the Goods I had diſpoſed of, and at 
length I had nothing left for the common Neceſſaries of 
Life I then fell into a Melancholly. which was 
bordering on Deſpair, and rendered me guilty of freſh 
Sins this I communicated alſo to my Confeſſor, and 
than it was I found the true Motive of his behaving to 
me in that manner 

O my dear Chevalier, continued the ſorrowful Julia, 
this Wretch, for I can call him by no other Name, 
ſince he prophaned the ſacred Order he had aſſumed, 
made Religion a Cover for the moſt deteſtable Purpoſes, 
and inſtead of leading his Penitents the way to Heaven, 
aimed to plunge them headlong into Perdition——this 
Man, this Monſter, was become enamoured of me, 
and knowing by my Confeſſions, that my Soul was 
averſe to any ſuch Crime, tho' I had ſo oft been guilty 
of it, contrived theſe Delays to the end my Subltance 
being gone, he might ſtarve me to Compliance. 
When he found me reduced to the laſt Extremity, he made 
his impious Propoſals to me, and in ſuch daring, ſuch 
blaſphemous Terms as I tremble to remember ——en- 
raged, and ſhocked I drove him from my Chamber, told 
him that if he ever preſumed to come into my Sight again, 
I would make my Complaint to his Superiors, that he 
might be — ng to his Deſerts, : 

I at 
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But alas! what was I preparing for myſelf? I might 
have thought he that could proceed ſo far would ſcrupie 


nothing my Refuſal of his horrid Offers, turned 
the Love he had for me into the extremeſt Hate: He 
ſwore he would be revenged, and he kept his Word. 

I fell into a violent Paſſion of mingled Grief and Hor- 
ror after he was gone, and when I had a little vented it 
in Tears, prayed Heaven that the Baſeneſs and Cruelty 
of this true Wolf in Sheep's Cloathing, might not ſtag- 
ger my Reſolution, and I do aſſure you, that after ha- 
ving paid this Duty, I found my Heart more at Eaſe, 
ard I determin'd the next Day to ſeek for ſome other 
more worthy Paſtor ; but here again my Deſigns were 
frultrated, about the Cloſe of Day came an Exempt and 
four Soldiers, and hurry'd me to Priſon without acquaint- 
ing me with my Offence, or aſſigning any Reaſon for 
doing ſo, but the Execution of their Commiſſion. 

O! what an exorbitant Power has the Church, and 
how careful ought they who are the Heads of it, to be in 
ſtrictly examining the Morals of thoſe received into 
Holy Orders! This cruel Prieſt, I afterwards heard 
had accuſed me cf having ſpoke contemptuouſly of the 
Prieithood, and this was enough for being confined, till 
I ſhould make my publick Submiſſions, or rather a pri- 
vate one to this Seducer ; who frequently ſent me Word, 
that if I would comply with what he had propoſed, I 
ſhould not only be enlarg'd, but maintain'd in a hand- 
ſome manner, out of the Charities given to the Church ; 
but I choſe to periſh ſooner than ever yield, to what I 
always look'd upon, and fill do, as the worit kind of 
Sacrilege. It was to no Purpoſe, I told my Story to all 
that came near me it was in vain J wrote and pe- 
tition'd—all I alledged was look'd upon as an Invention, 
and an Aggravation of my Crimes ſome would 
not report it, and thoſe that did, had no other Effect 
than to occaſion my being more ſeverely treated. 

Near three Months did I languiſh in this miſerable Si- 
tuaticn, and I began to deſpair of ever being releaſed, 
when Providence ordain'd it io, that the Author of my 
M1sfortune ſhould alio, though much againſt his De- 
ſign, be the means of delivering me.— He had the Bold 
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neſs to make the ſame Overtures he had done to me, to 
the Wife of a Commiſſary ſhe had Preſence enough 
of Mind to ſeem yielding to his Deſires, appointed him 
a Time to viſit her, acquainted her Huſband with it, 
who with ſeveral Friends and two Prieſts, who without 
knowing why they were invited, were placed in the 
next Room, and were Witneſſes of his Prophaneneſ.—— 
He was immediately ſeized, the Order was ſcandalized 
by it, and a long Series of Crimes of the like Nature 
being afterwards proved upon him, my Complaint came 
under Conſideration, and I was ſet at Liberty what 
became of him I know not, but it is thought he was 
privately made away with, to prevent farther Noiſe. 

The firſt Uſe I made of my Enlargment was to go to 
Church, and return Thanks to Heaven. I had heard 
from the Woman with whom I lodg'd, of a Man who 
had an excellent Character, both for his Piety and Learn- 
ing— to him I applied, and acquainted him with my 
whole Hiſtory : He ſeem'd firuck with Horror at the 
Proceedings of my former Confeſſor, and took three 
Days to confider what could be done for me; at the 
End of which he came to me, and told me he had now 
thought of ſomething to enable me to paſs the Remainder 
of my Days in Peace. 

J had not Patience to aſk him what it was, ſo tran- 
ſported was [ at the lope of being reſcued from Want, 
which I now felt ſeverely. I tkrew myſelf at his 
Feet, aſſuring him I ſhould be eternally oblig'd to him, 
and that I would pray inceſſantly to Heaven for his Pre- 
ſervation. 

But, O] Belrour, what had he done for me 
is it thus good Heaven, that the Stewards of Charity di- 
ſtribute the Sums that are raiſed in pious Contributions! 
He had ordered I ſhould be received into the 
Convent of 4e Filles du bon Paſteur, and order'd me to 
be there next Day, where he would meet, and intro- 
duce me. 

I knew very well what ſort of a religious Houſe this 
was, and that in order to be admitted, I muſt own my- 
ſelf to have been a common Proſtitute; as I had never 


been what can juſtly be called ſo, though render'd too 
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guilty by my Necellities, that Thought was inſupport- 
able : Neither, indeed, did a Convent, though ct the 
molt reputable kind, at all ſuit me | tlifled my 
Grief and Diſappointment, however, as well as 1 was 
able; knowing by Experience how dangerous it is to 
irritate the Church, and promiſed to be there at the 
Time he mention'd ; though, indeed, 1 never intended 
to keep my Word, nor ſeck Conſolation from ſuck Peo- 
ple, where ſo much is wanting to render them either 
compaſſionate or charitable, and who think all V irtue 
conſiſts in a blind and rigid Zeal. 

I was now oppreſt with Sorrow, and in the moſt de- 
ſtitute an | fociorn Condition imaginable, after a thou- 
ſand cruel Reflections, | bethought me of a Servant who 
had formerly had lived with me, and received ſome Profit 
by her Service. wrote to her to come to me, and 
ſhe immediately obey'd my Summons ; ſhe had always 
a tender Reyard for me, and ſhe gave me Proofs of ir, 
after J had with Tears related all that had happened to 
me 'nitead of making me any Anſwer, the left 
my Chamber with as much haſte as ſhe had entered it; 
and I began to think that ſhe had deſerted me on the 
Account of my Diſtreſs; but I was ſoon convinced to 
the contrary, in about a quarter of an Hour ſhe returned, 
and brought with her all ſhe was Miſtreſs of in the 
World, defiring I would make uſe of it as my own, 
and that ſhe (hyu!d think herſelf happy to be again my 
Servant, and to ſpend all her Days with me. 1 
embraced her with Gratitude and Tenderneſs. accepted 
her Offer, and gave her my Promiſe that whatever hap- 
pened, I would never more part from her. t is this 
Gogo who you now ſee with me, and to whom I have 
been ſo much obliged, that I love her with the Affection 
of a Siſter. 

Thus was I compell' again by my cruel Deſtiny to 
return to what I had taken ſo much Pains to avoid —a 
Counſellor of the Parliament for ſome time ſupported me; 
but as I found he was on the Point of withdrawing his 
Allowance, I broke off with him in Favour of Klon 
heur De G from whom I at preſent receive a 
handſome Maintainance. This, dear Bc/cour, is mv real 
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Hifory, from which you may eaſily comprehend, how 
much I abhor the Life I lead, and how infinitely I 
fi:ou!d 1cjoice in having an Opportunity of quitting it. 

I was moved even to Tears, continued the excellent 
Madam De G at this melancholy Relation; but 
had the utmoſt Impatience to know what Deſigns the 
c ud have on me, and why ſhe had made Choice of one 
to mnch a Stranger to her, for her Adviſer and Confi- 
dent. I was going to aſk in what ſhe would command 
ine, when the prevented me by ſaying ; you are the on- 
ly Man in the World that I depend on to draw me from 
ne Precipice in which I am fallen. You have often 
aſlured me that you love me, and as you have never 
Ap proach'd me with thoſe Freedoms which render your 
Sex fo diſagrecable to me, I am apt to flatter myſelf it 
15 ratker a ſolid Friendſhip, than a vague and wanton 
Paſſion you are inſpired with in my Favour. I hope 
do not deceive myſelf in this ConjeRure ; but to make 
T'ryal of it, aſſiſt me I cenjure you in taking the only 
Step I wiſh. I only aſk your Protetion——the 
Money Monſieur De G has beſtowed on me, is 
ſufficient to ſet me up in ſome honeſt Trade; I would 
change my Name, and Place of Abode, as well as my 
Conduct; and as a Perſon cannot go to any ſtrange Place 
without ſome Recommendation, 'tis that I would entreat 
of you, depending on your Secrecy and Readineſs to pro- 
mote my Intereſt, when you ſhall find my Induſtry entitles 
me to it. f 

I was opening my Mouth to anſwer her Requeſts, and 
to encourage her in a Deſign I ſo much approved, when 
we heard CGoro's Voice ſcreaming at the Door, and uſing 
her utmolt I: fforts from hindering Monſieur De G——— 
from coming in. He had been inform'd that Julia 
was not gone out, and that a Gentleman had been ſeen 
to enter half frantick with Rage and Jealouſy, and 
determin'd to be convinced, it was in vain ſhe attempted 
to obſtruct his Paſſage, he ruſhed in with two of his 
Servants. flew up tairs, and ſeeing the Door ſhut where 
we were, order'd them to break it open immediately. 

Julia was terrified left Murder ſhould enſue, if I were 
tc:04 with her, I told her that I had infallible Means 
to 


| 


Virgin's Victory. 363 


to paciſy him, yet to mae her eaſy I would conceal 
myle!f———ſhe ent: cited I would, and I went into a 
Cloſet while ſhe unloc!;'s) the Door. The Scene urs 
very picaſint, my Huſouwd began to ſtorm, on whica 
ſhe aflected to be as much in a Paſſion. He aſe. 
what ſhe had done with her Gallant, ſhe proteſtel now 


had becn with her; but that being indiſpoſed, ſhe hd 


order'd G to deny her to him. In fine, after u 

great many Reproiches on both ſides, they ouarre!ie.! 

themſelves Friends; and Ful/a deſired he would go w:t 
her into the next Room, pie ending ſhe had ſomething d; 
ſkew him, imagining no doubt, but that I would take 
that Opportunity of eicaping ; but that was not my 3.:- 
fine(s. No time could be ſo fit as this for the ln. 
cution of my Deſign, and juit as my Huſband pauc.. i: 
the Cloſet, I ſtiri'd my ſelf io as to make him hear ne- 
body was there———he ſtarted, and then cry'd out, in- 
famous Woman! is it thus you have deceived me ? thicie 
Worcs were accompanied with ſeveral Blows, which 
made her cry out i flew frum my Cencea! ment arc, 
laying one Hand upon my Cwcore, zd with the other, 
taking him by the Shoulder, fre, Mionſicur, 1:4 I, 
how dare you treat a young Lady with iuch vamanty lu— 
ſo!ence ? Monſieur De G was never ver” fond 
of Rencounters, ſuch as my Behaviour threatned zue revs 
pale, and ſtepping back, cry'd he had paid tov dcur tor 
that unworthy Woman, not to have her all to him. 
that might have been proper enough (ome Ye: 
ago, faid I; but Mea cf your Age ate fit ou! 19 mig 
tain Nilireſies for thoſe wio are younger. Car; 
not ſpeak this without builing into a Fit of Lav fy, 
which ſpoiled ail. Monſieur De C pre.enz, 
knew me; but was, perhaps, more alarmed at doing fo, 
than he had bcen before. \ly Wiſe, ſaid he, ani 
was ſo diſconcerted thut he fell back into an eaſy Chir ; 
as I was ſcarſul of the Eſſects of ſuch a Surprize, | 
threw myſe;f upon Lim, and inflead of reproacaing his 


Infidelity, rally'd kim in a fond manner, for his tyrer:. 


nical "Treatment of to lovely a Creature as Julia. 
His Aſtonichment and Confuſion being a little ove: 
he begg'd to know the meaning of this whimnlical Ad. 


R 2 venture, 
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venture. I gave him the whole Detail of it without Dif» 
guiſe, and concluded by ſay ing, that fo far from dilap- 
proving the Eſleem he had for my charming Rival, I 
wo ud be the firit to entreat he never would withdraw 
It. 

If ſeeing me in her Apartment, and in a Habit he 
could little hare imagin'd I ſhou'd ever aſſume, had ſur- 
prized him, it was far inferior to what this Requeſt occa- 
ſion'd in him he look' d on me, and then on Julia 
liſted his Eyes one Moment to Heaven, the next 
hixed them on the Ground, and appear'd in ſuch Perplexi- 
ty, that I thought it neceſſary to caſe him of it, which 
I did by cbliging Julia to repeat her Story, Not all 
the 'Ferror and Confuſion, the Diſcovery who I was had 
given her, could hinder her from diſcanting on her Mis- 
fortunes with a peculiar Grace. She concluded 
with the moſt earneſt Entreaty, to be taken from her 
pieſent way of Life, and inte1wovre her Supplications 
wir ſuch pious Reflections, on the Article of Salvation, 
that Monheur De G could not help being moved. 
Wie all wept in Concert, and on my deſire my Huſ- 
bind ſettled a Penſion on her, ſufficient to maintain her 
above Want. 

Ihus, my dear Feanetta, continued Madam De 
ended an Adventure, on the Succeſs of wl ich 
do not a little value myſelf. Julia remains in 
Pris, and lives in a manner ec nformable to the good In- 
c'inations, which won me to take pity of her. I 
viſit her as often as I come to Town, and have a great 
tal cf Pleaſure in her Converſation; but my greateſt 
iTappineſs is, that Monſieur De C is entirely re- 
claimed, and leads a Life of the utmoſt Regularity, for 
which le is ſo complai'ant as to tel! me, I mzy tl ank my 
own good Conduct and Sweetneſs of Diſfolition. 

We enter'd the Town where we were to dine, juſt as 

adam De G had finiſh'd her tory I thought 
it no leſs agreeable than interetling, ani! it gave Occa- 
fi:n to many Reflections on the i mptations of Pover- 
ty, and the Duty incumbent on P.rents to provide for 
their Chi:dren a Refuge from it, as far as is in their 

Power. 
The 
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The Evening of the fame Day we arrived at the 


Caltie— Monſicur De received me with 
the greateſt Reſpect, and the young Mademoiſelle Mig- 
non with an equal ſhire of 'Tendernels. ' te(tihed 
my Gratitude by all the Acknowledgments that Word; 
could form, and as all the Civilities that paſs'd betwee:1 
me and thi. ami ble Hammy were perfectly fincere, the 
Pieaſure was ſo too. 

After the fir Compliments were over, I aſi for 
Chriſdina, ſhe was in the Room, but fo a'tcr'd by a late 
Fit of Sickreſe, that I did not know her; but on hear: 
ing me mention her Name the flew to me, tock me in 
her Arms, and thanlied me for temembripg her. In- 
deed, I always loved ker, but the Inſtance her Lady had 
given me of her Viituc, render'd her much dearer to me 
than cycr. 

Madam De G conducted me to the Apartment 
deſiga'd or me, and | hal ſcarce put off my Lravel- 
ling Habit, when her Hiulbind, who had left us alone 
together, came in and aſcd if I was ready to fee 
ſome Company who were jul arrived ? 1 had no time to 
reply, that Moment the old Marquis enter'd fo!low'd by 
his Son, and the Count De Saint Fal. I was a! in Con- 
ſuſion at the ſight of them, for though by all Circuin- 
tlances I concluded I was to mezt them there, and that 
in this Houle I ſ1ould reccive the Decifion of my Fate, 
yet I could not he!p feeling at their Preſence, ſome Emo- 
tions to which I knew not well how to give a Name. 

The old X larquis complimented me on my Recovery, 
but neither of the young Noblemen ſpoke a Syllab'e, 
nor ofter'd to appr:ach me; 1 followed their Fxamp'e, 
and directed my Ditcourſe wholly to him who had ipo- 
ken to me ; After I had wiſli'd him Joy on his 
locking ſo well, he told me that the Small-Pox in his 
Opinion had rather improved than any way dimini:h'd 
my Beauty; but as to my Son, ſaid he, it is quite other: 
wile, if ever he was happy in the Affections of the fair 
Sex, he muſt not naw expet a Continuance cf it; chat 
rugged Face of his wi'l entirely loſe him among th: Ia. 
dies. This little Piece of Raillery I theyght touch'd 
me, and I could not keep myſelf from anſwering, chat 
the Love ofa Woman, who regarded only the Puicn of 
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a Man was little to be valued ; but put the Caſe mY 
Sex were all ſo weak, the young Marquis bad no Re- 
lon to be alarm'd fince he ſeem'd the ſame as ever in 
my Eyes. I took this Opportunity of giving him a 
Glance, which convey'd much more of my Soul than 
was proper for me to reveal in Words You are very 
good, Feanetta, ſaid the old Marquis, but partial Eyes 
ipy no Defe&s, ſo I am not ſurprized at it. 

I maze no reply to theſe Words, but bluſh'd and hung 

down my Head, as fearing I had already ſpoke too 
much.————The old Marquis ſeem'd all collected in 
himſelf, and ruminating on ſomething very material 
in Complaiſance to him the whole Company were mute, 
and there was a general Silence, for I believe the Space 
of Three Minutes.———l knew not what to think 
Hope and Fear by Turns poſſe's'd me, and Suſ- 
pence gave a hurry to my Spirits, which had it conti- 
nued much longer, might hve had a bad Effect on me. 
[ trembled inwardly, and it was with Difficulty 
kept my Countenance from changing, when the Father 
of my Lover aſk'd Monfieur De G——if he had 
given Orders we ſhou'd net be nerrupted, to which the 
other anſwering that he had, it is well purſucd he, then 
tirning to me, ſpoke in the following "Terms. | 

The Time is now come, my dear Fcanetta, ſaid he, 
to put an End to all your 'Troub'es, and to crown your 
Virtue-—l muſt acknowiedge that your Beauty, 
and your Wit merit 1 Fortune ſupe ior, to that wh ch you 
are 0ing to enjoy; but yet theie Qualities would never 
have gain'd upon me to decide in your Favour ; It is 
tie Froofs you have given me of your Virtue, and a cer- 
tuin Majeſty of Sentiment, which I could never have 
imagin'd in you, without the Tryals you have been put 
to ſevere in the enduring, I confeis, but glorious in 
tie Fnd What theſe Proofs, or theſe 'I'ryals were 
are yet a Secret to you ; but I will now explain all. I 
knew the Iaton you had for my Son, as well as the Ex- 
ceſs of his for you; but I knew not whether you 
were worti.y of the cne or the other, or whether either 
of you were worthy cf. my Approbation, of your 

mutual Defires, to prove you t:rit, I therefore aſſumed 
the Lover, omitted nothing that I ther ght might gain 
your 
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veur Favour, I went fo far as to offer to marry you, in 
order to diſcover whether a certain preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
might no; tempt you to forego one altogether uncertain, 
and which according to the Sentiments 1 ſeem'd poſſeſt 
of, you had little Reaſon to hope would ever be your 
] or, | could not ſuſter a Son for whom I had ſo 
great Affection, ſhould run the Riſque of marrying 2 
Woman, who had only Grandeur for her Aim, in en- 
gaging his [eart, and this was the Method I took to 
pci etrate into the inmoſt Receſſ2s of yours. My 
Search diſcover'd even more than I could conceive of 
Fidelity, Tenderneſs, and Sincecity, and from that, I ſet 
y01 down as worthy of him, as his conſidering your in- 
trinſie Nlerit, without any Regard to Birth or Fortune, 
render'd him worthy of you. 

All that now remain'd, continued he, was to diſcover 
if this Son, ſo much beloved by me, deſerv'd 1 ſhould 
ſacrit.ce for his Contentment, all Memory of my Rank, 
and all Regard for public Cenſure, in conſenting to a 
ten of ſuch Diiparity in Point of Blood, and this I 
th uglit could be done by nothing, but his being willing 
to re ſi n all tat was dear to him in Life, for ni ſake. 
Hed For/an ſueceeded in his Endeavours of finding 
where you were conceal'd, I ſhould have begun this 'Tryal 
by obitgiag my Son to confeſs the Truth, and deliver you 
into my Hands, and this would have ſaved both cf you 
the many Dangers you have run; but Heaven, that has 
puniſh'd my Preſumption in attempting to fathom like 
itſelf the Hearts of Men, after threatning to deprive me 
of my Sin, has been plenſed to reſtore him to me, and 
o preſerve a Treaſure for him, with which his verylife 
was wound up, and which was ever deſtin'd to be his. 

Aly next >tratagem, dear Jeauetta, was that pre- 
tended Fit ef Sich neſs, which every one imagin'd to be 
real ———How, my Lord, cry'd the young Marquis, 
kiffing his Father's Hand, is it pJſſible the cruel Con- 
dition in which you ſeem'd, ſhould be no more than 
connierfeited? No more, irdzed, reply'd the Marquis, 
but let me proceed, and every thing ſhall be made clear. 

I think, purſued he, I ated the part of a lick Nan 
natura ly enough, nor was it d fi:ult for me to make it 
believed, as I would have it; Fo-/Jar, whom I had taken 
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into Favour again, on the Service he had done me, in 
getting your Letter intercepted, was let into the Secret, 
as was alſo my Phyſician, and two Valets-de-Chambet, 
as theſe were the only People who came much about me, 
it was eaſy with their Aſſiſtance to impoſe on the reſt of 


the Family——The Event anſwered my molt ſanguine 


Wiſhes; and by ſacrificing your Love to me, have prov'd, 
you merit that I ſhould ſacrifice all the Scrupies that 
might oppoſe your Happineſs Nor, added this excel- 
lent Nobleman, addreſſing himſelf to me, was I leſs @- 
tisfed with your complying with my Son's Requeſt, in ſo 
tender and trying a particalar Immediately had both 
your Virtues been rewarded you were juſt going to 
be united, when Nature too powerful for your gene1ous 
Reſolution, retarded your Happineſ. one Moment 
more, and my Son had been in Poſſeſſion of that Hand, 
you thought yourſelf about beflowing upon me your 
fainting away, the Sickneſs which entued, prevented the 
pleaſing Surpriſe I had prepar'd for you. Oh!how ſeverely 
did I then repent, my not diſcovering mylelf ſooner. 
But Heaven, whom I never ceaſed imploring, in Xler- 
ey has reſtored you to me, and gives me the Power to 
finiſh what I have begun———— Approich, my dear 
Son, continued he, taking me by the Hand, receive from 
me that Fcavetta, for whom you ſo long have ſighed 
y yielding you have gained hes, and in her a 
Jewel, you can never ſet too great a Value on. 

Never were Agitations equal to mine at that Inſtant 
my Joy was ſo great it even became painfu! 
My Heart was full, and my Eyes poured oat my Traul- 
port the old Marquis himſelf dropt a Tear, Xlon- 
fieur and Madam De G— —— with generous Saint Fal, 
Joyned in this affecting Scene my Lover could not 
ſpeak, but we both fell at the Feet of him, whom we 
now look'd upon as more than a Father. 

Riſe, my dear Children, ſaid he, I am truly happy in 
what I have done——but yet this is not all that Prudence 
requires, every one ought to have ſome regard to the 
World have concerted Meaſures ſo, as to keep the 
Extraction of Feanetta a Secret we that know her, 


know her to be greater in her Qualifications than any 
Birth could make her, but conſidering what Slaves we 
| dre 
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are to Prejudice, I think it Policy to impoſe on thoſe of 
my own Rank, and pretend her deſcended of a Race, 
wh ch has no Exillence, but in my own Invention. 

In fire, I have made every thing ready for the Cele- 


bration of your Nuptials—'I he Contract you both ſign'd, 
and has colt ſo many Tears, is drawn in your Names 


ſo, my dear Child, ſaid he to me ſmiling, you 
ſee I did not forget my Son, the Uneaſineſs you expreſt 
on the Account of a Proviſion for him, was without foun- 
dation, but you may remember, I then cold you we 
ſhou'd all be ſatisfied, and I think I have kept my Word. 
I have nothing now more to inform you of, than 
th: t as loon as I found you were recovered, I came to 
theſe worthy Friends, and related to them the whole At- 
fair; but 1 enjoyned Secrecy, becauſe I was willing te be 
the firlt, from whom you ſhould receive the News of your 
Happineſs. 

Thus ended the Marquis his obliging Speech, fain 
would I have given Vent to the Extacy of my Soul, in 
the molt tender and grateful Acknow!edgements, but 
Modeſty rel'rained my Tongue nct ſo my Lover, 
he threw himſelf twenty times at his Father's Feet, kiſs'd 
his Hands as often, and ſeemed even wild, with Gra- 
titude and Joy After ſome time ſpent in Acknow- 
ledgements on our Parts, and Congratulations on the 
other, the Marquis told me, that my Father and Mother 
were in the Houſe, he having deſired Monſieur De G— 
to ſend for them, in orcer to be Witneſſes of my Marriage, 
tho” as yet they knew not on what Occaſion they were 
invited; but gave me to underitand, they muſt return 
no more to their Cottage, it being not conſiſtent with the 
Meaſures he had taken of concealing who I really was 
the, ſhall not be Loſers by it, ſaid he with a Smile, 
I wil! give you my Eſtate De F P , 
which is an hundred Xliles off, and will bring you in 
twenty thouſand Livres a Yea: you ſhall live 
there with them, and your Huſband, 'till I find a pro- 
per time to have youu nearer me; but your Parents ſhall 
remain there, ard enjoy it for their whole Lives, and 
that will be an Attonement for quitting their native 
Place you'll have time enough to inſtruct them, in 
your 
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your Journey, how to behave : it is not very diflicult to 
aſſume an Air of Eaſe, when one is really at eaſe. 

How excellently good was this ! how greatly did 
this worthy Nooleman requite all my Sufferings on lis 
Account! but if I ſhould attempt to ſpeak my Grati- 
tude, it would be impoſing a Tafk upon myſelf, which 
I ſhould never be able to perform, and I have often 
thought, that it is on ſuch Occaſions, that ue are 
truly ſenſible, how inſufficient the Organs of the Bod. 
are to repreſent the Ideas of the Soul. 

Hitherto I never had Courage to on to the old Mu- 
quis that Barbara was my Aunt, but the Profuſion of 
Kindneſs he now treated me with, emboldened ine to ic ; 
on which he ſaid, I am glad of it, we fhall make one 
more Perſon happy. 

This dear and worthy Father of my Lover, informed 
us alſo, for before he had not Time to do it, for Subjects 
more intereſting, that he had retained in his Service, on- 
ly thoſe who attended him in his pretended Sickneſs, and 
d.icarded the others to prevent Diſcovery ————T hare 
diſmiſled For/an too, ſaid he, becauſe he once was im- 
pertinent, and exceeded his Commiſſion, but have pro- 
vided ſo well for him, that he has no Reaſon to com-. 
plain. 

My Happineſs was too perfect to admit of Reſentment, 


and I interceeded with ſo much Eagerneſs, that he might 
be admitted to partake of the common Joy, that he was 
again received into the Family, and as | have ſpoke of 
his ill Behaviour,'tis but juſt in me to ſay. that after hewas 


ſo, he never gave any Cauie for Diſcontent. 

Madam De G———— perceivingevery thing was ſet- 
tled, reminde.! us of going to Supper: every one ſeem'd 
ready to agree to her Propoſal, the Satisfaction of the 
Heart generaily gives a goed Appetite "tho l dare 
anſwer, that tili ſhe ſpoke, the yougg Marquis, any more 
than myſelf, never once thought of it————as we ſat 
at Table, I could read Impatience in his Eyes, perhaps 
too mine ſpoke the fame Language. I have in the be- 
ginning of theſe Memoirs promiſed Sincerity, and have 
always maintained it, I will not therefore in _ ow 
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cluſion deviate : 'tis certain I longed to have my Ha 
pineſs compleated, nor is it to be wondered at, ſince I had 
experienced too many Diſappointments to be ſecure of a- 
ny thing till I had it in poſſeſſion ; but bleſſed be Hea- 
ven they were now all over, and all ill Fortune quite for- 
ſook me. | 

When Supper was ended, I flewto my Apartment, 
where my Father, Mother, and Aunt attended to ſpeak 
with me, tho' they little thought on what Buſineſs, 1 
prelently diſcovered myielf to them, fell at their Feet, 
entreated their Forgiveneſs that I had deceived them by 
a fictitious Name, acquainted them with my Reaſons 
for ſo doing, and the Honour I was at laſt raiſed to 
Tears and Embraces could alone expreſs their Joy, — 
my Mother, preſſing my Cheeks cloſe to hers, cryed, Hea! 
ven be praiſed—1 told them in two Words what was in- 
tended for them, and then propoſed to my dear Aunt, 
who could hardly be perſuaded I was her Neice, either 
to accompany us, or return to her beloved Village, 
offering her my Father's Houſe, and Money to buy a 
Piece of Land to it No, no, my dear Neice, cry- 
ed ſhe, ſince Providence has ordained it to beſo, I am 
for no Village, when you are not there————you faw 
J quitted it to follow you, when I little thought the ſame 
Blocd ran in both our Veins, and do you think I'll 
ever leave you now Beſides your Affairs are to be a 
Secret, and I wont fo fardeceive you as to ſay, I could 
keep myſelf from telling the whole Story to every 
Body, atlealt to the Curate, and then I am ſure it would 
ſoon go through the Pariſh, I could not forbear ſmi- 
ling at her honeſt Simplicity ; but begged ſhe would 
nevertheleſs be on her Guard for my fake ; her Reply 
was, that I had nothing to fear, provided ſhe kept 
out of her Village, as r had experienced in the Time 
ſhe had lived with me. 

It cannot be ſuppoſed, that any of us, eſpecially my 
ſelf, ſlept much that Night Exceſs of Joy is as 
great an Enemy to Repoſe, as Exceſs of Grief——all 
my paſt Sufferings occurred to my Remembrance, and 
he:ghtened the Idea of that Happineis, I was going to 
enjuy the Whole Family to whom I had been al- 
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ways dear, partook in my Felicity, and were up much 
before the uſual Hour Chrijlina came into my 
Chamber, to aſſiſt me in dreſſing for the ſacrei Ceremony 
my Mother and Aunt followed her, but I had lcarce 
got my Cloaths on, when the impatient Marquis ran up 
Stairs, and cryed, through the Key-lule, every thing is 
ready my Angel they wait for you. Ihe Door being 
opened to him, he flew to me and taking me in his 
Arms, kiſs'd m2 with ſuch an eagerneſs,as made me bluſh 
to Death, after this he ſaluted my Niother and Aunt with 
eat Tenderneſs, calling them by thoſe affectionate 
ames, and then turning to me, cried, what is it we ſtay 
for now ? his abrupt Eagerneſs made me ſmile, and gi- 
ving him my Hand, he led me to the great Drawing- 
Room. The old Marquis, Monſieur and Madam De G—, 
with the Count De Saint Fal, and my Father received us, 
and conducted us to the Chappel, where before the holy 
Altar thoſe Vows were made, which are never to be 
broke, and which my dear Marquis continues to aſſure 
me, he no more than myſelf, ever once 1cpented of, that 
charming Ceremony, authorizing the moit p:Sionate En- 
dearments, they are laſting as they are great. 

The old Marquis's Scheme for concealing my Extrac- 
tion was punctually put in Execution, and tho' there were 
many inquiſitive, and buſy Tongues, empioyed concern- 
ing our Marriage, their Diſcourſe made no Impreſſion 
to diſturb our Peace Entirely taken up with our own 
Happineſs, all foreign Objects are unworthy our Attention 
Two Sons and a Daughter, are the Fruits of our 
mutual Loves; amidſt the great World, is in my own 
Family I find my Pride and Pleaſure, my dear Xlar- 
quis even more, if poſſible, my Lower, ſince he became 
my Huſband, joins with me in paternal Fondneſs, and 
9 we enjoy that true Felicity, which only Virtue 
can beſtow, and only virtuous Minds be capable of re- 
ceiving. O, may our Example have many Imi- 
tators, and all who purſue the ſame Methods, be attended 
with the fame Bleſlings ! 


FI NIX. 


